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Good Neighbours are Hard to Fmd

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

In the ‘good old days' that we so fondly
reminisce about, one of the greatest joys of life
was the warm relationship shared by neigh-
bours. It was a time when the dining table was
always full with halvas. pithas and other delica-
cies sent by the next door neighbour for Shab-
e-barat or Eid. The constant interactions of
members of the neighbourhood created that
"para” feeling where all the children of adja-
cent houses got together to plav their regular
games of chiburi, hadoo cloo or tillo express.

As the years
have gone by and
we have fallen
deeper into the
rat race of urban
life, the cozy
heuses have been
replaced by high
rise buildings
where the only
thing neighbours
share is perhaps
the dish antenna.
That special sen-
se of ‘neighbour-
liness’ is almost
gone and rela-
tionships bet-
ween peaple
living so close to
each other are as
they impersonal
as would be be:
tween sirangers,
This is true even
of the few inde-
pendent houses
which have retai-
ned their individuality but lost alut of their
warmth.

Sometimes, the inmates ol each house have
become so alienated from each other that the
slightest cause may trigger unbridled hostility.
When the best mangoes of one’s prized mango
tree go missing, the pointed finger sometimes
justified. sometimes not, is always directed
towards the neighbouring house. Evidence of
open disrespect inelude finding the debris of
jack fruit from your tree left by your consider-
ate neighbour's darwan on your side of the wall.
Servants from either side will be constantly at
each others throats, their squabbles intensify-
ing to the point where the mistresses of the
neighbouring houses will open their windows
and hurl insults at each other.

Often, a kind of cold hatred develops
against one’s neighbour when he decides to
block your exclusive view of the lake (a source
of greal pleasure to you until nowl].” by con-
structing the ugliest multi-storied apartment
building almost neck tp neck with your wall.
The sun no longer reaches your garden, the
gentle breeze no longer filters through your
windows and the view you are left with is the
backside of grey, uninspiring concrete.
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’I‘hlmdershowers hkely

Light 1o moderaie rain or thundershowers may occur al
several places over Chittagong and Barisal divisions. at a few
places over Dhaka, Khulna and Rajshahi divisions in the nexi
24 hours till 6:00 pm today. reports UNB.

The Met office says during
may remain unchanged over the country.

The highest rainfall. 56 mm, was recorded at Cox's Baxr..
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The converse is also true. Take the gentle-
man who decided to extend his one storied
house by one floor for his sons to live in when
they get married. Diligently adhering to all the
legal procedures and respecting all the DIT re-
strictions, he started this venture. Yet only a
few weeks after construction had begun. his
kindly neighbour being a big shot in the gov-
ernment circles, used his influence to stop
any further building. He had decided that the
back view of his house whlch in any case over
looked a huge
mansion, should
not be ’'blocked’.
His neighbour,
meanwhile is left
with a half finished
top floor for which
the materials have
been ' bought and
the engineers
hired, all sitting
idle until the green
signal is flashed.
Needless to say, all
this has only in-
creased the ten-
sion between the
two households,

There are also
certain peculiari-
ties special to
modern neigh-
bours. One of
them is that
_although inmates
from the adjacent
houses will never

- take the initiative
to introduce themselves, curiosity about each
other knows no bounds. If you are on the
terrace, for example, to do your hundred laps
of walking, be sure to have five pairs of eyes
belonging to your neighbour's army of servants,
staring unblinkingly as if at an exotic beast in
the zoo. A household squabble between a
couple of one house will prompt numerous
heads to come out from neighbouring walls to
watch the fun. Yet if the same house is robbed
and the inmates murdered, not a soul from
these houses will be seen or heard.

Apathy, seems, therefore, to be the predom-
inant sentiment shared among neighbours.
When the next door coconut tree became a
life threatening weapons with ‘daabs’ falling
helter skelter inside the house missing by only
an inch someone’s head, the members of a
certain house sent repeated messages to the
neighbour requesting him to cut down the
lethal coconuts. Yet all the pleadings fell on
deaf ears and the poor victims still live in fear
that some day one of them will have a big dent
on the head by a falling * daab’. So much for
good old neighbourliness !

UNICETF official
visits BRAC
school

The President of the
Execulive Board of UNICEF
Anna Makinda visited a non-
formal primary school of BRAC
al Agargaon in the city yester-
day, reports UNB.

Makinda, Minister for
Women and Children's Affairs
of Tanzania, evinced keen in-
terest in the teaching method
of BRAC's non-formal educa-
tion systemn. She said she was
impressed with the standard
of education in such schools.

Earlier, during a briefing
session at the UNICEF's Dhaka
Division office, she was told
that BRAC had introduced its
non-formal primary school in
urBanareas two years ago. The
capital city has now 140 such
schools located in different
slum areas. Chittagong, Khulna
and Rajshahi cities will have
60 schools each by the year-
end.

|
Publication
ceremony

Foreign Minister A 5 M
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
said literature is the documen-
tation of the mental progress
ol a nation, reports BSS,

He was addressing the pub-
lication ceremony of the first
Malaysian novel in Bangla
lranslation. "The last days of an
artist” by noted Malaysian
writer Anwar Ridwan has been
translated into Bangla under
the title, "Hasan Bayatir Sukh

Chairman of Bangla Aca-
demy Gazi Shamsur Rahman
presided over the meeting
while State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum, High Commissioner of

Malaysia to Bangladesh Ahmed
iniairdels| Fuzi Bin Haji Abdul Razak,
':_ 4 Cultural Affairs Secretary Mohd
Mokhlesur Rahman, Professor
Dr Mohammad Maniruzzaman
and Director General of Bangla
Acndemyy Prof Harun-ur-Rashid
w0 spoke o the occasion
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The non-gazetted govt employees staging a rally to press
home their charter of demands in front of the National
Press Club in the city yesterday
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in the last 24 hours while Dinajpur had 3] mm and Rajshahi THESIIQ}'
9 mm 4.30 Opening session
The countrys highest temperature 33.5 degrees Ceisius | 440 Geeta recitations
was registered at Jessore and the lowest 23.5 degrees at Feni. | 445  Mass education
The sun sets today at 557 pm and rises tomorrow at 547 Esho Para Shikiu
p— 510 News in Bangla |
Temperature readings in diflerent parts of the country and ;g m:lnt;vﬂn-g::hur
humidity percentage are given below: Competition:
City /Town Temperature in Humidity in For college and university
Cedsines Percentage st udents
Max Min Morning Evening | 700  Open University
Dihalca 320 269 89 B4 | TAS Modern Songs. Sangecta
Chittagong 27.9 250 100 95 :i News in Bangla
Cox's Bazar 29.0 24.0 ] B8 10-00 Hmmmmﬂlm
Sythet 297 262 84 98 | 1030 Fim show Northern
Rangpur 310 28.0 90 87 Exposure
Dinagpur 30.1 246 92 88 |11:30 Khabar/The News
Faridpar 07 260 a2 92 |11 40 Summaryof tomorrows
Comilla 205 245 o 92 programme
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WANTED

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR wanted immediately for
Human Rights Apex Body. Attractive salary.

Qualifications: Master’s degree, five years experience at
senior coordinator level of large NGO, fluent writing and
oral abilities in English and Bangla, age minimum 40
years. The positioninvolvesediting of reports, speaking at
seminars, also outstation work, investigation, etc.

Apply with CV, photograph, copies of certificates and
testimonials by 01/10/94. Selected applicant must be
ready to join at short notice. All applications are to be

Bangladesh will receive from Japan 4 grant. asnmmncﬁ of Taka 34 crore approximately. Tﬂ'
this effect an Exchange Note was signed here yesterday. Additional Secretary of Economic
Relations Division Dr Saadat Husain and the Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh Shigeo
Takenaka signed the Exchange Note on behalf of their respective governments. (Story on

page 6).
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ICB okays Taka 13.20 cr
assistance for 6 projects

The Investment Corpora-
tion of Bangladesh (ICB) has
approved Taka 13.20 crore
assistance for six projects,
reports UNB.

ICB approved the financial
assistance in the form of un-
derwriting, bridge finance and
purchase of debentures for one
existing and five new projects
out of the proposed public is-
sue of shares and debentures
of Tk 51.39 crore.

The balance amount of Tk
38.19 crore will be provided
by other banks, financial insti-
tutes and foreign investors.

The approval was given at
175th meeting of the
Board of Directors of ICB held
Sunday with its Chairman

The board also approved
the proposal of a company for
ICB to act as trustee to the
debenture issue of Tk 30
Crore.

The six projects are two
spinning units at Madhabpur,
Habiganj, and Barisal, a
sweater manufacturing unit at

‘Narayanganj, one composite

knit garments manufacturing
unit, a textile dyeing, printing
and firishing unit and one
denim garments manufactur-
ing unit at Gazipur.

Three of the projects are
100 per cent expoct-oriented.

ICB's assistance to these
projects will help mobilise to-
tal equity investment of Tk
48.70 crore and create em-

addressed to:
Chairman, BMSP/CCHRB
5/4, Block-F(1st Floor), Lalmatia
— PID photo Dhaka-1207 . |
Airport emergency |,

exercise Oct 1

The Airport Emergency
Exercise, scheduled for Sept
17, will now be held on
October 1, says a press release.

The time and sequence of
the exercise remains un-

changed.

'@ HAPPY BIRTHDAY @‘_ %

MOIN

(SHUDIPTA)
with love
— Your Famil

Sardar Sakhwat Husain Bakul ployment oppertunity for
MP in the chair. 2,221 people.
= = —
~ CORRIGENDUM Tralnlng
In. the first para of Mr. Md
Rezaul Karim's (Vice programme

Chairman, Bangladesh Jute
Association) deliberation,
published in the roundtable
"The Future of Jute: Problems
and Prospeclts” yesterday it
was nadvertently printed
that “the export of jute ivas
closed down by the govern-
ment in 1974-75." The year
should be read as 1984-85."
— Editor

Ruling, opposition
parties' hectic
programmes
in Khulna

KHULNA. Sept 19: Leaders
of the different opposition
parties demanding national
elections under a caretaker
government will address series
of meetings in the city begin-
ning tomorrow, reports UNB.

The ruling BNP has also
taken up hectic programmes
apparently to counter the
Opposition move.

Leader of the Opposition
and Awami League chiel
Sheikh Hasina will address a
meeting here September 22
before embarking on a 'train
march’' on September 23
across North Bengal.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will address a
meeting on September 25.

The JP leaders Moudud
Ahmed and Khaledur Rahman
Tito are expected to speak at a
meeiing tomorrow.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
will organise a meeting on
September 21. Forest Minister
Akbar Hossain and Amanullah
Aman MP will attend it

Supervisors and teachers of
selected non-government or-
ganisations are being imparted
training for conducting inno-
vative non-formal education
under government aegis, re-
ports UNB.,

Five supervisors and 50
teachers from five NGOs are

taking part in the training

programme at the Orkis audi-
torium since September 15.
Expansion of Integrated Non-
Formal Education Programme
(ENFEP) has arranged the
training.

On completion of the train-
ing, the supervisors and teach-
ers will engage themselves in
expanding literacy in their re-
spective areas.

The selected NGOs are
Halim Foundation, Organisa-
tion for Social Action and De-
velopment, Womnen DPevelop-
ment Centre and Pushpo
Social Welfare Organisation.

The NGOs have been en-
trusted with the task for one
vear and ENFEP will provide
funds for the programme.

DUJA founding
anniversary

Dhaka University Journalist
Association (DUJA] yesterday
observed its 9th founding an-
niversary at TSC lounge, re-
ports LINB.

A discussion was held on
the occasion which was ad-
dressed, among others, by
DUJA founding members
Khairul Anam Mukul, Aini
Ilias, Rezoanul Haq Raza and
Sayed Istiague Reza.

DUJA President M Tareq Al
Naser and General Secretary
Saleh Shibly also spoke

JOB OPENING!!!

Established Buying
House will employ 1
experienced QC (Knit &
Woven items), and 1

Private Secretary (Male).
Apply in writing only :
APTEC International
Ltd, Plot 8, Road 4,
Gulshan 1. Fax

883543. S-486

Hamid Real Estate Consfruction Lid.

2, WMMWZIB 504035, 863053
Fax : 880-2-863052

Fmpall Bank Limited
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/IRANGS LIMITED

OLD MRPORT ROAD, DMANA TEL 1080014 817084, 517088 CDA AVENUE CHITTAGONG TEL 11120
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MITSUBISHI PRJERDO

DISCOVER WHAT REAL TUNING MEANS




