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anniversary of restoration of
parliamentary democracy,
Begum Zia renewed her call to
the Opposition to rise above all
doubts and misgivings and re-
turn to Parliament for the
greater interest &f the country.
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Cemmonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
sald yesterday that he had
placed specific proposals to
the ruling party and the
Opposition to help find out a
solution to the current politi-
cal impasse in Bangladesh.

1 have put specific propos-
| als to them on how some of

=1 Anyaoku made specific

-

suggestions

By Staff Correspondent

press conference at the state
guest house Padma.

The C'wealth Secretary
General declined to disclose
the proposals even when
newsmen pointed out that un-
Jess those were stated publicly,
there could be misgivings,
once he had left.

Anyaoku said he would not
divulge the proposals since
those might be misunderstood.

Before meeting the press,
he met the Awami League chief
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament for the second
time. The press conference
was delayed by an hour for this.

“It 1s fair. having put these
proposals. to expect that they
would need seme time for re-
flections before annguncing
their positions,” he said.
“These would provide a way
forward,” he hoped. '

He

wre In Bangladesh.
Ny 'to 'a question
whether he' cime here to me-

diate the two side
‘I 'earge here to

consult the¢ . Jeaders of
Bangladesh on . gariety of sub-
jects of § ith con-
cern and the relating
to how C tan better
said his

See Page 12 Col 8

on

firmly believe there is
enough scope for dialogue. ]
also believe that we shall be
able to resolve all problems in
Parliament after a dialogue

with free minds,"” said the
Prime Minister.

"For the greater interest of
the nation and the country, let
us rise above all doubts and
misgivings. sit in Parliament
and find out solution to all is-
sues vexing our minds through
discussions," she added.

Referring to the Opposition
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment for holding fational
polls, the Prime Minister said
the majority party has no place
in the framework of the care-
taker government worked out
by three opposition parties in
Parliament.

"Although it is solely their
demand. they are putting
pressure on us to bring a Bill
on it in Parliament. To achieve

the objective, they continue to !

boycott Parliament and have
embarked on siege and con-
tinuous hartal programmes.”

"l leave it to the nation to
judge how far the opposition
programmes are helpful for
democracy and development of
the nation.” Begum Zia added.

Reverting ‘1o the demand
for a caretaker government.
the Prime Minister said that
the Deputy Leader of the
House had discussions in
phases with the opposition
leaders. He had even written a
letter to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition for formal dia-
logue.

"¢ =she regretted that in
stead coming to the dia-
logue. (128 Opposition had
called for continuous hartals
alfecting the ! and economy
of the country.
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Token strike by
non-gazetted
govt staff
By Staff Correspondent

Non-gazetted government
employees observed a four-

hour work abstention, to press W]

home their charter of de-
mands, yesterday forcing work
at most government offices to
a virtual standstill.

Several thousand govern-
ment employees attended the
scheduled rally during the
work- between 9 am
to 1 pm In front of the
National Press Club. |

The work abstention was
called by the liaison committee
of .Sarkari Karmachari
Samannaya Parishad and the
Sarkari Karmachari Sanghati
Parishad. - o~

Speakers at ghe rally an-
nounced a fresh k absten-
tion for four hours from 9 am:
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Doctors begin
st.. ke

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent
Members of the
Medical Association (BMA)
will go on an indefinite strike
from tomorrow to press for
implementation of the BMA's

' accord with the government

and in demand of reinstating
12 dactors., suspended earlier
from the Tongl and Gasipur
hospitals.

However, the BMA mem-
bers would perform their du-
ties at the emergency depart-
menis. attend serious
admitted earlier and open al-
ternative out-doors al the.
hospitals and health com-
plexes across the country,

! BMA sources said. -

——
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: at Purana
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leaders of the party will ad-

dress the meeting. reports

19: Saudi au-
thorities in a militaryestyle
crackdown have arrested more

held

MADRAS. Sept 19 Noted | han 1.000 political activists
sitar maestro, Pandit Ravi | "eluding clerics and univer-
Shankar. is to underge surgery | Sty professors. an Islamic
on September 23 to ‘repair-a | MUman Rights group said, re-
torn shuscle in | ports AFP.
m.lllléﬂt Most arvests took piace In
maestro suffered the injury last | Buraydah, 300 kilometres
fell in the garden of his | Peid by tens of thousands of
Califormia home. to | soldiers and armoured wvehi

Bditor-in-Chief of Srutr. Or N | cles.” the Commitice for the
hm“.hw'. Defence of Legitimate Rights
Ravi Shankar “:-hupuu The London-based CDLR
PTL sald in a statement to AFP late

h. as well as

allah Al-Jalali,
Ayedh M-Qumrni and Sultan Al
Khamis. the statement said.

it sald security forces on

Sat raided and arrested
all the ts of several
homes. including that eof

Shetkh Salman Al-Awada — a

: 1000 political activists
in Saudi Arabia

religious leader recently ar-
rested in Buraydah and whose
release the CDLR has de-
manded.

During Friday prayers secu-
rity forces raided several
mosques in Butraydah, the
committee said, adding that
“two claghes took place be-
tween the forces and worship-
pers.”

Saudi authorities banned
the committee several days
after t was formed In May
1993 with the goal of
‘oppression and injustice” and
since then it has organised ac-
tivities from Londen.
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in speech:
Opposition

The Opposition showed a
lukewarm response to the
Prime Minister's latest appeal
to them for returning to
Parliament and resolving the
issues relating to free and fair
electiomr through discussion
and dia

The Prime Minister made
the appeal in her address to
the nation yesterday evening
marking the 3rd anniversary of
restoration of parliamentary
democracy in the country.

Giving instant reactions to
UNE, the Opposition said that
there was no new element in
the Prime Minister's nation-
wide speech and said that it
would not change their stand
on a neutral carelaker gov-
ernment for holding election.

Awami League General
Secretary Zillur Rahman said,
"The Prime Minister in her
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One killed, 6 hurt

. .
in Tangail
. .
police firing
TANGAIL, Sept 19: One
person died and at least six
others injured when police
opened fire on an unruly pro-
cessionists at Gopalpur thana
headquarters today. local offi-
cial gources said. reports BSS.
According to the sources,

Awami League, Jatiya Party and

. (3ano Forum called hartal at

Gopalpur in protest against the
result of September 17
Gopalpur Pourashava polls. The
activists of these political par-
ties today brought out proces-

SIS,

At- about 11:30 am the
demonstrators became unruly

. and the police had to open fire

to bring the situation under
coptrol, the sonrces said,

As a result' Shaheen, 30. a
lucal shopkeeper died on the
spot while

Haiti

logue, reports UNB. !
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~Junta to quit by Oct 15

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Sept 19:

Former US President Jimmy

Carter pulled off a diplomatic .
triumph here Sunday night,

rc:muading Haiti's ruling mili-

ary junta to step down and

turning back the first wave of a
massive US invasion, reports

Reuter. ,

Carter flew home late
Sunday after getting military
leader Raoul Cedras' to agree
to a peace pact in Port-Au-
Prince, President Clinton con-
firmed in a televised address.

American troops meanwhile
reached Haiti peacefully
Monday to ensure order.
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US President Bill Clinton speaks
former US President Jimmy Carter in Haiti ;

averted

Sunday between the Carter-led
mission and Lieutenant

Ousted President

from

the Oval Office to Secking to calm Haitians,
he added: "You may sleep
— AFP photo See Page 12 Col 1
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