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India,Pakistan : ‘agree to
combat drug trafficking

Ty . -

International R
New wave of ethnic cleansing'

N EW DELHI, 18: In-

l'
Babri concerned: The
Babri Masjid comn tte-.': nf the A '!mha Muslim Personal Law
Board {(AIMPLBI ha-i Fxprt_-ssf'd concern over the prime
minister s reported "attempl” to perspnally oversee the
finalisatson of Ram Temple trust with the "avowed purpo..€ of
converting the disputed Avodhya site into a lemple ™ PTI

reports from New Delhi
The committee, which mel here on Saturday reiterated its

demand that Ayodhya dispute be resolved either through a
rennewed negotiated settlement or a binding court verdict by
transferring all pending cases to the Supreme Court under
Article 138,

Sinn Fein rall

broke out Saturday at a pro

dlsrumyted: iokiass

est rally organised by Sinn Fein,

SARAJEVO, Sept 18
Bosnian Serbs expelled 700
Muslims in a new wave of
"ethnic cleansing” and kept up
their pressure on Sarajevo. re-
ports Reuter,

The city has been without
electricity, water and gas since
Thursday because the Serbs
have cut off supplies in a move
reminiscent of the darkest
days of the siege of the Bosnian
capital,

United Nations plans to
take tougher measures against
the Bosnian Serbs because of

Serbs expel 700 Muslims

Pale near Sarajevo on Saturday
but was unable to secure a re-
suniption of supplies.

The clearances have not
been given., said UN
spokeswoman Olaire Grimes.

In the latest bout of ethnic
cleansing. about 700 Muslims.
mostly women, children and
the elderly fled Serb-held ter-
ritory in northern Bosnia on
Saturday evening, according to
United Nations and Bosnian
government official.

"Eleven buses with about 50
persons each crossed into gov-

‘that 6.000 Muslims would be

expelled in the coming weeks.
The big power ’“contact
group” for DBosnia The
Uinited States, Russia, Britain,
France and Germany asked the
Security Council on Friday to
tighten sanctions against the
Bosnian Serbs to try 1o force
them to negotiate, ¥
They also urged the UN to
cease sanctions ‘against
Yugoslavia in return for its im-
position of a mil blockade
to punish the Bosnian Serbs
for opposing the peace deal.

e

POWETS. °

The big powers want the
—ecurity Council to-freeze for-
eign trade, finance and travel
for the Bosnian Serbs.

The major powers said the
sanctions against Yugoslavia
should be eased to allow inter-
national air travel and sports
and cultural links for an initial
100 days while international
monitors check the border
blockade.

The restrictions would re-
ply automatically if monitors
discovered the Yugoslavs were

dia and Faklstan have agreed
to e stablish eontact points in
the enforcement, agencies de-
plo'/ed on both sides of the
border and provide necessary
tele communication facilities t2
eniible prompt and speedy
cor nmunication to combat 4rug
tra flicking and smuggliag. re-
po: s PTI.

Both. the countries have
aleso agreed to soon exch
ad dresses of the officers wlo
will be the field level contacts
in carrying out anti drug traf-
fic king operations.

These decisions emerged

count ries has been held at the
level of secretaries and it is
fl'opmed to be a regular fea-
ure |

'The Indian side was led by
th': revenue secretary Sivara-
mnnandthcl’nldlunjndcby

S *cr nnrmuc Dil
5 etary, s, Jan

Rebels deélare
red alert in

Mexico
MEXICO CITY, Sept 18:

political wing of the Irish Republican Army (IRA), in Belfast, | their rejection of the latest ernment territory at 5:45 There was concern the  suppl :
. | | 5:4F pplying the Bosnian Serb il- | at the two day Indo-Pak meet-
according to reports from the Northern Ireland’'s capital, international peace plan pro- (1545 GMT) tonight.” a UN Bosnian Serbs would respond legally with fuel or military | ing for cumb{xtlng drug traf-. Armed Zapatista rebels have
Xinhua reports from London. mpted fears they were re-  source told Reuters. by activating a threat from  equipment. ficking and smuggling be- declared a state of red alert in
The protest rally was designed to highlight the demand of | taliating against Sarajevo, "Three other buses crossed their leader Radoban Karadzic, Serbian leader, Slobodan | tween the two countries whi- SoUthcastern Mexico after ac-

Sinn Fein and its supporters that British soldier be
withdrawn from Catholic areas of Northern Ireland as the IRA
has stopped its campaign ol violence for more than two
weeks.

UK labour dispute may end: 4 14

week-old labouyr disputes Whifh had disrupted Britain's
railway network may soon be over. newspapers reported on
vesterday, Reuter reports from London.

_ Railway signaller have staged a series of 24 and 48-hour
strikes every week since June in one of the bitterest
industrial conflicts in Britain in the last decade:

Moi meets Sudanese leader: ke

President Daniel Arap Moi met Sudan's main Islamic leader,
Hassan El-Tourabi in Nairobi yesterday for talks on the long-
running c¢ivil war Iin Sudan, one of Kenya's northern
neighbours. AFP reports from Nairobi.

State radio said the talks. held at Moi's Kabarak residence
in the western rift valley province. The meeting with Tourabi,
considered the power behind the throne of the current
~military regime of General Omar Hassan El-Beshir in
Khartoum. raised hopes that a new round of talks aimed at
finding a peaceful solution of the Sudanese conflict could be
around the corner.

5 killed in Ukraine blast: e mines

and two rescue workers died in a blast in Ukraine's Donetsk
coal mining region on Saturday, a security official said. Reuter
reports from Kiev.

He said the accident was caused by an underground
methane gas explosion but gave no further details.

Teacher arrested in West Bank:

Police have arrested a teacher from the Jewish settlement of
Kiryat Arba in the West Bank in connection with an alleged

diplomalts said.

" The embattled city's hospi-
tals bore the brunt of the utili-
ties cuts.

"We have no water or elec-
tricity and we are running the
generator for emergency cases
only in the surgery theatres,
said Dr Meldiana Omerbegovic,
a surgeon at the Kossevo hos-
pital. A senior UN official went
to the Bosnian Serh's capital ol

‘earlier. we think with men of

military age, all were reported
to be Muslims and we estimate
about 700 came from the Banja
Luka area in total today. :

The latest expulsions
brought to more than 6,000
the number of Muslims driven
from their homes in Bosnia by
Serh forces since mid July.

A Bospnian government ofli
cial ~airl Serbs had told him

to deprive Sarajevo's 380,000
inhabitants of vital services.

Karadzic President of the
self-styled Bosnian Serb
Republic warned recently he
would squeeze the city so
tightly that even a bird would
not get into it.

Serbs control the flow of
gas and electricity to Sarajevo
and road access. Waler cannot
be pumped withoul eleoiric

Milosevic, anxious to get sanc-
lions against Yugoslavia lifted,
broke with the Bosnian Serbs
last month over their refusal to
accept the peace plan.

The plan divides Bosnia
roughly evenly between a
newly formed Muslim Croat
lederation and the Serbs who
after 29 months of war hold 70
per cent of the former Yugos-
lay Republic,

cch concluded here on Sep-
‘lember 16.

Under the bilateral arran-
Fements entered in 1986,
meetings have been held from)
time to time between the twi>
countries at the level of heads
of enforcing agencies, a press
release issued by the narcoticcs
control bureau said here today.

For the first time such a
meeting between the two

cusing the army of violating
the terms of a January cease-
fire Mexican newspapers re-
ported Saturday, says Reuter.

Our troops are ready to re-
sist the assault, and they have
received orders to defend our
territory to the bitter end, the
Zapatista National Liberation
Army (EZLN) said in a state-
ment delivered to a journal

and other newspapers.

Carter proposes
DPRK visit to

help start N-talks

SEOUL, South Korea, Sept
18: Former US President
Jimmy Carter has proposed s
return  visit to North Korea tc,
help start stalled inter-Korearn
talks aimed at defusing nuclear
tensions, the Yonhap new:s
agency reported Sunday, says
AP.

The proposal was sent o |

South Korean President Kirn
Young-sam on Friday, and Kiim
was eéxpected to back Carter s
plan. the national news agency
said. queting an unidentified
high-ranking presidential offi-
cial ,
It was not known whether

Tamil rebels capture

COLOMBO. Sept 18: Tamil
rebels seized four boats with
24 civilians in Sri Lanka's
northwestern coast les:s than
two weeks after agreeing to
hold peace talks with the new
socialist government, inilitary
olficials said Sunday. reports
AP.

The insurgents anmbushed
14 vessels carrying foodstuffs,
but ten boats mariaged to
escape, officials said.

The Sri Lankan army im-
mediately launched a search
operation in the Mannar re-
gion. "We do not know their
motive. Probably, they needed

People have been bringimg
essential lood items from the
mainland after the government
partially lifted an economic
blockade on the war-torn Jaff-

na peninsula.

'Sweden's SDP to

need Centrists’
support

STOCKHOLM, Sept 18
Sweden's opposition Social
Democrats will need the help

of a small centrist party to
form a government after to-

plot to attack Arabs, Israel radio said on Saturday, Reuter : day’s general election, accord-
reports from Jerusalem. North Korea has agreed to the iﬂﬂiill;i:{ sald s milltkny g nan opinion poll pub-
visit. g% ¥ lished hours before polling

The radio said the arrest of teacher Meir Koren brought to
11 the number so far questioned in the case, eight of the men
detained are still in custody, it said.

If the trip materialises, it
would be Carter's second visit
to North Korea, and the first

This is the first incident in
which the rebels have cap-
tured civilians after accepting

booths opened, reports Reuter
The opinion poll forecast

that Prime Minister Carl

o - ] - - A
: . ' igh- .. | the peace talks offer of th ' - 5
4 d-le 1n Talwan air Imsha A navy Former US President Jimmy Cart- 46 talking to the press at the Port-au-Prince Airport fime Siatgchigh-muking e new y v t hir !-;EI i: R Py, coaltion g
ship has accidentally shot down an airplane urlng an fie Saturday. C 1 delegation which will £ fats cigner meets Kim Jong Il, the SovCInUXNL Wiheh too ernment would fall far short of
after amv:ng on Satu ay. arter le. a delegation which will attemipt peaceful solution to presumed new leader. control of Parliament in August  the 50 per cent needed for re-

exercise. killing the four people, the navy said Sunday, AP
reports from Taipei,

The twin-engine Learjet-35 was being used to tow dummy
targets Saturday when it was hit by US-made MK-15 guns
from a ship and plunged into the sea near Chipen Beach in
Taitung, southeastern Taiwan, il said.

Bid to stop Chinese

central government announced ycchrday it would utart
inspections nationwide to try to stop price increases and tax
evasion, AP reports from Beijing.

The announcement by the State Council, China's Cabinet,
was made in a front-page article in the People's Daily.
accompanied by an editorial that hailed the drive as an
important part of economic reform. Other major national
newspapers also carried the article prominently,

Rudolf
Scharping, the German Social Democratic Party leader

Despite the malfunctioning microphones

and chancellor candidate in the upcoming elections,
brings his message through to the audience during the
last leg of his election campaign tour to Schwerin in
Germany on Saturday. — AFP photo
Ramos opposes invasion of Haiti:
Philippine President Fidel Ramwos sald on Saturday his
government would not give military support to a US-led
invasion of Haiti but would assist peacekeeping operations
after democratic rule is restored there, Reuter reports from
Frankfurt.

“We are not supporting the invasion but we will be support-
ing. as we have done in the case of Cambodia. The peacckeep-

ing efforts after the military eperations shall have been fin-
ished and after democracy ghall have been restored to Haiti.'

Voting
in Hong Kong's
Chﬂ:ﬂunppnﬂtmmlh:pdiﬂcllrchrnuthlt

inmvmhqmsum
fully democratic elections. despite bitter
made them

the Haiti cnsla

— AFP.photo

GCC FMs discuss ME peace

process, Gulf situation

RIYADH, Sept 18: Gulf Arab

foreign ministers met here
Saturday to discuss develop-
menis in the Middle East
peace process and, the situa-
tion in the Gulf, reports AFP.

Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Saud Al-Faisal said the
six Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states would pledge fi-
nancial support for Palestinian
self-rule in the Gaza strip and
the West Bank town of Jericho.

"The GCC eountries follow
‘with interest the development
of the peace process, notably
in the Palestinian track.,” he
sald in an opening speech at
the meeting of GCC foreign
ministers.

He said council members —

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait., United |

Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar,
Bahrain and Oman — hoped to
see 'fundamental progress” in
negotiations between Israel
and Syria and Lebanon.

The minister also outlined
obstacles in the way of lifting
international sanctions against
lraq.

The UN Security Council
decided on Wednesday to re-
new its economic embargo on
Baghdad, in force since Iraqi
troops invaded Kuwail in
August 1990.

"The crux of the problem is
Iragl recognition of Kuwait the
release of all Kuwaiti prisoners
of war, the payment of war
damages and a commitment by
the Baghdad regime not to

carry out or support any act of

terrorism or sabotage,” Prince
Faisal said. -~

In his speech, he urged
Yemeni leaders to "continue
political dialogue to secure
stability and prosperity" in
Yemen.

All GCC members except
Qatar implicitly recognised a
breakaway state declared by
southern Yemeni leaders dur-
ing the two-month civil war
against northern forces Joyal o
Yemen's president Ali Abdullah
Saleh,

Both Iran and the Emirates
reasserted their claims lo
three strategic islands Lhis
week. The UAE says lranian
troops occupied the Tunb is-
lands in 1971 and annexed the
LUAE part of shared Abu Musa.

Renewed violence
in Algeria

ALGIERS, Sept 18: Algeria
was rocked by renewed vio-
lence Saturday. with the
killing of Ali Laib, a leading fig-
ure In the I[slamic Society
Movement (MSI-Hamas), gun-
ned down in the eastern town
of Constantine, reports AFP.

Ali Lailb was at least the
19th civillan victim of Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS), a move
which had sparked hopes of a
truce in the unrest sweeping
the North African country.

Another member of the
moderate party — Abou Djarra
Soltani - was injured in the at-
tack. i

The Le Matin daily reported
meanwhile that 17 policemen
had been assassinated on
Wednesday at Bauira, south

E._ltufhlglcrl.

Fresh fighting casts

doubt over Tajik truce

Mﬂﬁﬂﬂw —-mt 18: Tajikis-
tan's gnvrrnrn:nt fnrc:s and
opposition rebels battled it out
in the troubled central Asian
Republic on Saturday while
their leaders agreed to a Mos
cow-brokered truce in Tehran
reports Reuter,

Reports ol fresh unrest cast
doublt over the [ate ol tempo-
rary ceaseflire the ex-commu-
nist government agreed on
Salurday with the Muslim and
Liberal opposition in UN me

diated peace talks in Tehran.
Moscow's Ostankino radio,

imonitored by the British Bro-
adcasting Cerporation, re
ported casualties in clashes
east of the capital Dushanbe
hetween government and op-

j position forces.

The anti-rebel operation.
launched by government forces
Wil$ fmunumr,. the radio said.

The official Itar-Tass news
agency said two Russian border
guards died on Saturday from
Ltheir wound after an explosion
during a recent clash with the
rebels.

Tass also sald a Tajik
Security Ministry officer was
kidnapped after an ambush on
a mountain road near Du-

shanbe.
Tass announcing the agree-

nient gave no details on the
timetable. Opposition mem-
bers demanded UN peacekee-
ping forces, to monitor the
ceasefire and supervise tLhe
25,000 strong Russian pea-
cekeepers in Tajikistan

In June, Carter held two
days of talks with President
Kim 11 Sung in Pynngjrang
helping to arrange a series of
accords aimed at resolving
suspicions over the Communist
North's nuclear programme.

But the first-ever imnter-
Korea summit, one of the
agreements brought back by
Carter, was put on hold after
Kim Il Sung died July 8 of an
apparent heart attack.

UUS-North Korea talks on
replacing North Korea's out-
dated nuclear plants with
modern and safer reactors
also appear near a stalemate;
with North Korea refusing a
South Korean-built replace-
ment plant.

King Birendra to
visit France
this week

KATHMANDU, Sept 18:
King Birendra of Nepal this
week makes his first official
visit to Europe since saving his
monarchy by accepting greater
democracy in 1990, -

Birendra goes to France — a
country he described as "an
impertant partner in Nepal's
development efforts” in an in-
terview with AFP — with his
own nation's democracy expe-
riencing new strains.

The King referred to the
political turbulence in the in-
terview, saying he was deter-
mined changes made in his
country should take hold.

'The observance of the
constitution is a basic prereq-
uisite to consolidating democ-

racy.”

"The consolidation ol par-
liamentary democracy calls lor
a political culture that respects
and observes democralic
norms and values.™ said the
King. "Our efforts are directed
towards this end within the

framework of our present con-

i st onion

—

|

16 general elections,

election.

Off the Record

NEW DELHI: A 30-ye

ar-old widow was beaten. stripped
naked and paraded through her village in central India when
she refused to agree to an arranged marriage. United News of

India (UNI) said on Saturday. re

wrapped up in her Harrods ?

ing over four million pounds {six million dollars). reports AFP.

The Britsh funeral director Corad O'Lone, who organised
the four-day burial of Ogoli Onwuemene. prepared for the oc-
casion over two months, he told the Nigerian Tribune news-

paper on Saturday.

The coffin itself cost one million pounds (1.5 million dol-
lars] and the funeral brought almost 200.000 people to the
small southern Nigerian village of Issele-Uku.

The man paying for the funeral was her grandson. the
Oba's son-in-law Emmanuel Onwuemene.

Forty boxes of fresh flowers were shipped in from London
to decorate the coffin, displayed under a marquee top brought

in from California.

Dozens of cattle were slaughtered and some 40 truckloads
of champagne and brandy. the bottles marked with a picture
of the deceased, were consumed by the thousands of guests.

The roads used by the funeral procession were rebuilt and
repaved, street lighting was installed, and telephone lines in

the region were also renovated.

Beiiing's

ey #

chief to die

BELJING: A cdurt in Beijing has sentenced to death the
head of the capital's biggest pornography network. which
printed 833,000 illegal books and magazines, the semi-offi-
cial China news service said, reports Reuter.

Its Saturday edition, received in Beijing
that Gu Jieshu was sentenced to death and the seven other

ports Reuter,

The woman's brother-in-law and other relatives had ar-
ranged her marriage in a bid to get access to property left by
her late husband. the agency quoted police as saying.

It said police had registered a case against six people after
she complained, but no one had yet been arrested.

: .
Funeral or festival?
LAGOS: A relative of the Oba of Benin, one of the kings
Nigeria. has been buried in a 14-karat gold-plated casket.

of

dress for a funeral cost-

pornography

on Sunday said

~  Starting

members of his gang recejved sentences of between five years
and a suspended death sentence.

from March 1992, the eight, including a woman.
all unemployed, published, printed and sold 12 kinds of
pornographic literature, totalling 833,000 copies, from which
they earned more than four million yuan (dellar 470.000). it

Hmthnn?ﬁﬂundldltumcmtenmum“uun T

district boards. the lowest of Hong Kong's three tiers of
representatives government.
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laureate under

army surveillance

Deaf dancer wins Miss

e

Pope defends traditional family:

Recharged by the welcome of ltaly's sunny south Fope Luhn
Paul [l on made clear that the Church's campairn to
defend traditional family structure would continue evi1) atter
the UN population conference. AP reports from Lecce.

You know how much we insisted . that the recent in-
Mmmmmmmmm
the sanctuary of communion and life. Hﬂmﬂmﬂm
wyud every attempt to upset its natural structure.” the Pope
prayed.

Khmers

interference: .

ATLANTIC CITY, Sept 18: A
deafl dancer from Alabama won
the 68th annual Miss America
Pageant on Saturday. becoming
the first woman with a disabil-
lty to win the crown. reports
AP
| Heather Whitestone, 21,
| was the only contestant to win
jtwo preliminary competitions
{in the swimsuit and talent cat-
| egories.

As she returned Lo the stage
alter walking down the rn-
way. she signed, "] love you "

"Her winning the Miss
America competition will give
inspiration to deafl children
that they can also fulfill their
dreams of who they want to be,
whether it be Miss America o
a lawyer or a teacher,” said
Sherry Duhon, a spokeswoman
for Gallaudet University in
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LAGOS, Sept 18: Nigerian
Nobel Prize winner Professor
Wole Soyinka has been placed
under surveillance by the mili-
tary authorities. a human

Khmer Ro guerillas vyester leged Whitestone was born with Washington, DC, the world's =
tntﬂﬁfmu':n the side ; Pfit:.:: ;’iﬂ.h -;h'b:hm | hearing but lost it after a reac- only liberal arts university lor n 1908
upsurge in fighting in Cambadia. AFP reports from Bangkok. f]_C" '© @ diphtheria-tetanus  the deal ’ ‘His detention would be
h-mmmm Khmer Rouge Radio shot when she was 18 months Whitestone enchanted the unong the most high profile in
-ﬂiﬂumtmmm“wmfﬂrh& . judges with her talent routine, . Nigeria where the current
“ﬂtmﬂfﬂllﬂm;‘mwh She seemed not to realise a2 and 1/2 minute ballet per i government, which
Quoting a communique from the Khmer Rouge ' m shed won when the first run- formed to the song, "Via seized power in November jast
spokeaman. the radio said the foreigners coming to Cambodia [ UP Wi® announced Then  Dolorosa.” Although she can| your, 1 asirendy Wrylng the main
o get involved in the war "‘must accept full sibilit wshe started to cry and ducked hear the music, she counis e B _ : mtm leader Moshood
for all (he conseguences.” < o Y her head to receive the crown  beats in her head, and syn- for treason after putting
' from the outgoing Miss chronises her dance moves to ‘He.thlr Whitestone (R), Miss Alabama, 18 crowned Miss Americu by outguing Miss down a pro-democracy strike
merica, Kimberly Alke reflect ch in pitch. MHMJM?&&tmymmuccuy — AFP photo /. movement in July and August




