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Dhaka Day by Day

Turning Culture into Trendy Commerce

by Rashed Mahmud Titumir

As we all know, the concept ol ‘culture’ has
always been a matter of dispute. One group
may argue that it is rooted in tradition. em-
bracing elements such as language and beliel,
and finding visual and auditory expression in
distinctive art. music, dance and finally in the
way of life.

Those who want to attach more importance
upon the broad spectrum of lifestyles widen
the area. They include the things such as the
way people dress, the course the people
choose to interact within or outside the com-
munity. the sense theyv develop towards cere
monies or rituals,
the means they ap e
ply in exchangine &
presents on anniver-
saries of birth, mar-
riage and other o
casions

In this complex
notion of culture
flowers have taken a
place tn our mind in G
bringing much joy to %

il is a trend in itsell
Be it marriage
birth-day or good gl
academic resulis o
for cheering ailing |
patients, we say or
wish with flowers,

The people of
Dhaka city have. therefore. witnessed an
expansion in the floriculture market with the
demand exceeding the availability of
homegrown flowers and the inadequacy of
space for plantation.

The shops around Shahbagh and Kataban
corners are trend setters. The demand is so
high that to be on the track. they have opened
up home delivery services adding a new di-
mension to this trade,

To add to the joy of surprise someone spe-
clal may send you a bouquet of flowers writing
‘fuess who' on your silver jubilee anniversary of
birth or on your 50th marriage anniversary.

“The floriculture sector is very dynamic,
but is also highly sensitive to the whims of the
consumers;’ says a flowers shop manager.

The manager points out that a major portion
of individual buyers are the people aged
between 15 to 25. According to him, this age-
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group is, in most cases. driven by fashion and
style.

“Al present. the trend in the Kataban mar-
ket is toward bouquets made of various types of
flowers, with rose and foliage predominating "
adds Mihir Saha from Jessore,

The preferences for ragjanigandha and roses
compete with each other. "But if we want to
divide customers by sex, women prefer roses
than “‘rajanigandha’’, inform Saha.

Brightly coloured flowers sell well, as do
soft toned ones and flowers combining two or
more colours:

The - traditional
market for floral ar-

rangements, includ-
ing weddings, has
nther characleris

tics. Here the domi-
nant colour is white,
and a wider assort-
ment of flowers with
e respect to size is ac-

ceptable, informis
i Saha. "But for
gandha (Indian

marigold), the case
is different, because
it has a long history
to lell and has al-
ways been part ol
the elaborate wed-
ding arrangements,’
explains Saha.

The market is as yet not particularly well
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developed. According to the shopowners of
Shahbagh. still the major portion of their in-
come comes from institutional buyers, i.e, Iux-
ury hotels, restaurants and business houses,
who buy expensive flowers and turn them into
beautiful shapes.

"However., we cannot meet the domestic
demand as we have not yet developed floricul-
ture as other countries have done. So. we are
dependent on the supply from a neighbouring
country,” says a shopowner preferring
anonymity.

Whether they are 'imported’ from abroad.
or grown at home, whether they are bought to
keep up with a current trend or out of an in-
herent attraction for their beauty. flowers are
the only gifts that never lose their ability to
delight the tired, pollution dulled senses of ihe
city dweller.

890 arrested on

B Chy for qualitative
change in edn system

Deputy Leader of the House
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chow-
dhury yesterday stressed the
need for bringing about a
qualitative change in the pre-
vailing education system to
make it realistic as well as
beneficial for the nation, re-
ports BSS.

"Educationn must be realis-
tic, production oriented and
capable of flourishing inherent
human qualities.” he said while
taking part at a seminar held
in the National Press Club au-
ditorium in the city,

The Ayana. a-‘socio-cultural
body, organised the seminar
on "lmportance of reform in

the education system in re--

spect of the applied education”
to mark the Education Day.

Mainul Hosein. Bar-at-law.
Principal Kawsar Ali of the
Tejgaon Government Science
College and director (training)
of the Press Institute of
Bangladesh Golam Kibriva took
part in the discussion on the

Prol Badruddoza Chowdhury
said the opposilion parties

with their active and respon- .

sible participation could con-
tribute a lot to the goverii-
ment's efforts to educate Lhe

nation.
He, however, said proper

and systematic attention was
not given to the problems in
the education sector since the
independence.

He felt the need for really
educated and trained teachers
who should be noa-smokers
and non-alcoholic, intelligents,
and dedicated in teaching pro-

fession,
Mainul Hosein sald educa-

tion policy had been faulty
since the independence and as
a result the learners had failed
to become skilled manpower
over the years.

He said the student com-
munity was being used for po-
litical interests. "If there is
democracy; there is education
and if weapon overtakes poli-
tics, there is no education.” he

CHITTAGONG. Sept 18
Bangladesh Navy in coopera-
tion with Customs authorities
seized three mechanised boats
and recovered smuggled goods
worth Tk 20 lakh from the
outer anchorage on Friday. re-
ports BSS.

Bangladesh Navy ship
Tamjeed seized the boats and

arrested all its six crew mem-
bers.

Dhaka held a milad mahfil and
a discussion to condole the
death of Alhaj Shaikh Neyamat
Ali. the national director of the
organisation, says a press re:
lease.

Rotarian Neyamat Ali, who
was the SOS chief executive
for the last 15 years. died of
lung cancer on September 14

The 508 children’'s villages
of Bangladesh has taken a
week-long condolence pro-
gramme to mourn his death.

various charges

Police arrested 89 pcople
on various charges from differ-
ent parts of the city in last 24
hours till 6 pm yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Of the arrested 17 were
wanted criminals, one under
Anti-Terrorism Act, one on
charge of dacoity, eight under
Anti-Gambling Act and others
on various charges under DMP
Act,

key-note paper presented by
Prof Anwarullah Chowdhury of
the Dhaka University.

The Avana president. Kazi
Obaid. chaired the seminar,

said. 1
The {unction was followed

by a cultural programme par-
ticipated by the members of
the Ayana, '
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C'wealth Secy Gen
lauds Dhaka's

achievements

Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku

vesterday lauded the achieve-
ment of Bangladesh in recent

years in different socio-eco-
nomic fields and assured all
support and cooperation in its
march ahead, reports UNB.

His assurance came when
he called .on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas at the Banga-
bhaban.

He apprised the President
of the overall situation in the
Commonwealth countries.

Exchanging views with him,
Biswas said in the changed in-
ternational polittcal scenario.
there was some special need
for enhanced role of the Co-
mmonwealth to ensure global
peace and harmony.

“Let us look forward to a
better and peaceful world and
all nations should strive hard
and contribute to achieving
that goal for the people of the
entire globe. The new world
order should be a democratic
world order.” he added.

President Biswas appreci-
ated the Secretary General's
contribution to promotion of
world peace and harmony and
his abiding interest in the
restoration of democracy and
human rights in South Africa
and successful conclusion of
the first non-racial elections
there. i

He assured the Secretary
General of cooperation of
Bangladesh on various initia-
tives taken by the organisation
under his leadership.

Secretary to the President
Ataul Haq. Foreign Secretary M
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You are welcome to the display of Indonesian Fabrics bg
one of the largest manufacturers of South East Asia, M/
PT TAROKO TEXTILE CORPORATION
at Hotel Sheraton Executive Suit No, 920 on 20th, 21st &
22nd September.

In addition. one of the largest Artificial

Leather Manufacturing Industry of

Indonesia, M/S PT NESIA NANYA

INDAH PLASTIC has arran a display

only for the SHOE, KEDS, ASE &
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London on Saturday night on a

five-day visit there, reports,
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