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What Lies in Our
Power to Do
T e & e Tt 8

unnerving
was unquantified scarcity that had made news,
but in . Then came a hair- detail:
that

WASA water was not safe to drink, it better
be drunk after or Chlorinating. This was
followed by a can't-help-it-anymore. disclosure
y half of the city's 8 million dwellers
were going without potable water. Now comes the
very ru news that this water crisis would
r for a decade. We expect the next piece of
bad news to be the inevitable
even that time-frame because of a galloping city

tion.
Should Dhaka nec be condemned to a
prolonged water scarci We don't think it
‘should be. The supply short-fall can be met at a
rate much faster has been projected in the
current plans to alleviate it. e present ap-
proach is flawed as it has no definite answer to
the systemr loss we have allowed to up to
40-4 r cent. If the figure of waste hadn't
reached such a level, it would have been that
much easier to meet the water deficit. The short-
fall is nearly equal to the sl{stcm loss through
pipeline leaks, open-nozzled hydrants and unau-
thorised connections.

The mitigation strategy we have a
flective of a one-track mind. The Tk

ted is re-
crore

Syedabad Water Treatment Plant is scheduled for

completion in 2010 AD and not a single brick has
been laid on the proposed site as yet. That kind
of money — Taka 3 billion is not easy to get; be-
sides there is a natural cost escalation over the
next sixteen years by which time the project is
supposed to be completed. Even that overlong
time-frame looks a bit variable, because we might
fail to begin early enough.

Our teful thanks to the French government
which has indicated its readiness to fund the
crucial phase of setting up the Syedabad plant.
For sucg a huge project we are naturally lookin
for co-financiers. ur approach to the Worl
Bank has led the latter to lay down certain condi-
tions including a drastic curbing of the system
loss. The other conditionalities are privatisation
of the utility service with the right vesting in a
private company to determine the rates on a
purely commercial basis. The government is yet
to relinquish its responsibility in keeping some
sort of control over the rates, if not fixing them
as such. '

Containing the system loss is a much softer
nPtmn holding as well the key to a sizable easing
of the water scarcity. And if the public sector is
keen on having its decisive say on the utility rdtes-
its rationale on this score would be strengthened
if it were to succeed in arresting the system loss
through sheer efficiency.

What a high premium have we to pay now for
our failure to timely put a new water treatment
plant in place. Even the BMRE of the outdated
Chandighat surface water treatment plant, which
is to commence in December, with assistance
fromn Japan. is four years too late. As a result, we
are now having to sink 20 deep tubewells against
our best judgement. We know full well that sub-
soil water sources have dried out due to their
over cxpleitation. |

It is a pity that Dhaka city which has an abun-
dant supply of surface water around its perimeter
should be practically starving of it. This is a result
of lopsided prioritisation, not so much lack of
money. Now that the financial estimates have
soared by our own default we may jestfully go on
money-hunting paying little attention to what
lies in our power to do — control the systemic
waste of water. in the first place.

Dismal Thoughts

Yesterday the Education Day passed without
any flitting commemoration. It is the students
who built this day with their blood way back in
1962. Even the students, with the honourable ex-
ception of the dissipated and by now largely in-
consequential Bangladesh Chhatra Union, didn't
do anything to remind the students themselves of
the struggles waged and glories achieved by those
who preceded them in the academies. Why? Has
the Education Day in the three decades since
been eroded so much so of its significdnce? Does
it stand shorn of all relevance to the realities of
ian mdepenl;:lent Ban f:l«f:s;rh"i?'1 The ﬁswer must be
n _an emphatic no. Then why is this sliding into
oblivion? g :

Independence has done one thing to education.
Allocation has gone up and up till it has hit the
uppermost perches of the budget figures. But has
it meant any desired change in the kind it is be-
ing offered these 47 aj);ears or any significant im-
provement in its quality? In inverse proportion to
the rising money inflow, the quality nfggmd has
been going down and further down — with the
kind remaining rooted to where it was in the
_ semicolonial and backwardlooking days of a young

Pakistan. Pressure for education in the meantime
has escalated specially at the graduation and post-
graduate level. The society and the successive
governments have completely failed to make good
use at all of this happy development.

On the contrary this most respected zone of
our national life — respected for its cleanness of
dealings and moral probity and a spirit of dedi-
cated service that informed it — has been wholly
commercialised and corrupted to is entrails.
Knowledge and skill, mental maturation and ac-
quisition of a will to live for the society — the best
values that can accrue from education, have all
become very alien concepts to Bangladesh's edu-
cation. Schools, like hospitals, have been reduced
to no better than recruiting 'centres for traders
practising education instead of medicine.

The rise of tutorials and coac¢hing centres are
the best and most dubious distingui marks
of the present education picture. signifying a
definite goodbye to true knowledge an%l mtelFec—
tion through which alone knowledge can be ac-
quired, But these new-fangled institutions did not
_evolve all by themselves, ovations were made
in school and college education that invited the

. birth .and prosperity of these. The toll that the
€xamination ifnnovations have taken of the na-
tional intellect slpeclajly over these past half a
dozen years, would take decades upon decades to
recover &Dr;a E;l;catinn in the post-indepen-

years has n given over to rators who

. could abuse it worst. g}ﬂmd no one gged Except
the students. Now it seems that the students too
have abandoned the cause of education.
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well as the NGO's side. This

ranfged from cooperation to

confrontation between
ernment and NGOs.

NEMAP

National Environment Man-
agement Action Plan (NEMAP)
is a project of the Ministry of
Environment and Forest
(MOEF) which it had been
carrying out with national and
expatriate consultants and
UNDP funding for several
years.One of the criticisms of
the first couple of draft

gov-

:? any really meaningful con-
sultation in their — prepara-
tion. The Ministry of
Environment sought the coop-
eration of the NGO community
through the Association of
Development Agencies of
Bangladesh (ADAB) in develop-
ing a consultative process.
ADAB in turn referred the mat-
ter to the Coalition of
Environmental NGOs (CEN)
which is affiliated to ADAB and
consists of over 200 NGOs
working on environment re-
lated issues (the CEN also con-
tains non-ADAB NGOs).
Together with .the Ministry of
Environment, Department of
Environment. CEN, ADAB and
others such as the Forum of
Environmental Journalists and
Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies a steering
group was formed and there
developed a process of consul-
tations and awareness raising
involving twenty-three grass-
roots workshops, six regional
workshops, five professional
workshops and one national
workshop (With the Prime
Minister) as well as leaflets,
advertisements and a TV, radio
and print media campaign.
- Alihough there were occa-
sional hiccups and misunder-
the  side ol the road.

I Displayed on the

sidewalk near him is a hand-
sign that reads:
"Willing to do any kind of
work.” As he stands shivering
in a threadbare jacket in be-
low-freezing weather, he ex-
plains that he has just arrived
by train from his home in a
poor rural area of Shaanxi
province, just south of this
city. the capital of China.

‘I'm from a poor farmer's
failv.” /he says. "There are
mwre chances to earn money
here in Beijing." :

The leenager's move to this
citv is illegal: Chinese law re-
yuires everyone te have a resi-
dence permit. But lack of a
permit is proving to be not
much of a deterrent to more
and more people these days, as
life for farm families has be-
come increasingly difficuit.

. Discontented farmers have
rioted in rural areas of Sichuan
and other provinces. Last year,
several hundred thousand
farmers from Sichuan flocked

HE 1eetger stads by

to Shanghai in search of work.

But they were moved out after
failing to find employment. ac-
cording to a report in the offi-
cial "China Daily."

In the country's more open
climate. youth in search of
better prospects find it easv 1o
hop on a train. New arrivals
‘can be seen hunched on the
ground outside railway stations
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i between the gov-
ernment and NGO groups
along the way, the overall level
of cooperation was very high
and the entire public censulta-
tion phase was successfully
completed on schedule within
a matter of a few months. This

partnership between the
MOEF and NGOs. The NGOs
were involved in the entire
conceptual and planning phase
of the exercise and were full
partners, even to the extent of
contributing about 20 per cent
of the total costs in terms of
their venues and manpower.
The government also con-
tributed around 20 per cent In
terms of manpower and TV
And madic time with UNDP
contributing the 60
per cent of the total

At the national workshop
which culminated the consul-
tative phase, the Prime
Minister commended the
MOEF and the NGOs for the
model of cooperation they had
demonstrated in a national

cause,
Tree Planting

NGOs have been actively
planting trees for many years
and it has been one of their
‘most successful activities. They
do so on homesteads, beside
roads, embankments and rail-
ways and in fallow land and in
and around forest areas. The
planting of trees on home-
steads does not involve any in-

teraction with government
(exrept perhaps to gel
saplings) and indeed the
homestead forest sector is the
major contributor of timber
and firewood in the country.
However, for tree planting on
government land it is neces-
sary (o come (o some ar-
rangement with the relevant
agencies (e.g Railway Depart-
ment, Roads and Highway,
Local Government or Forestry
Department). Following a
workshop on Social Forestry
issues organized by Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies in
Chittagong in 1989 involving
NGOs, Forest Department and
donors, the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) and Govern-
ment of Bangladesh agreed to
allow wheat under Food for
Work (FFW) to be used by
NGOs for (tree planting
programmes. Subsequently a

number of NGOs received allo-

cations of foodgrains every year
to plant trees, mostly on strip
plantations alongside roads.
embankments and railways. At
the same time the Government
nl Bangladesh t(hrough the

Natural Resource Management

in most big cities, their pos-
sessions bundled into kpap-
sacks. In Beijing they solicit
work all over the city.

The government says China
has about 200,000 street chil-
dren, a very small proportion
of the country's 300 million
youngsters. Although the coun-
try's street-children problem
is small compared to the trou-
bles faced by other nations,
there are fears that it will grow
as China's market reforms gain
momeéntum.

Wang Daming, programme
officer in Beijing of the United
Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) for children with
special needs, says the organi-
sation has been working
closely with Chinese authori-
ties for the past couple of years
to find ways to help street
kids.

Youngsters may see big ci-
ties, particularly in the boom-
ing southern coastal areas, as
money-making meccas, savs
Mr Wang. Bul they generally
lack skills, and when they ar-
rive they find that money is
hard to come by. As a result,
they become vulnerable to the
many hazards of street life, in-
cluding crime. Chinese news-
papers have reported cases of
children, both in the cities and

by Dr Saleemul Huq

Ministry of Environment and
Forest, in dialogue with NGOs.
had developed a formula dor
sharing the products of trees
planted by NGO group mem-
bers. This formula has been
successfully used for involving
NGOs in other projects such as
the Thana Afforestation
Project. :

The Forest Department has
also been working with related
NGOs involving the group
members in agro forestry
activities within forest lands as
well as helping the Forest
Department project their own
forests. -

Fisheries

There are two main areas of
activity in the inland water
fisheries sector for both gov-
ernment and NGOs., namely
aquaculture (mostly in ponds)
and openwaters (rivers, flood-
plains, beels and haors). In the
aguaculture sector NGOs have
been very active for many years
and have been promoting
aquaculiure by their groups for
income generation. The inter-
action with government has
been minimal, except to pur-
chase lingerlings from gov-
ernment hatchertes. The NGOs
also have developed their own
hatcheries as well as they also
buy from the private hate-
heries. There has been some
attempts at collaboration with
government-run ts such
as the DANIDA funded project
in Mymensingh where credit

disbursed through some
selected NGOs. Another gov-
ernment-NGO interaction in
this sector has been the hand-
ing over of some government
fish farms td Grameen Bank.

In the openwater fisheries
sector. where most of the poor
fishermen operate, there have
been a number of interactions
between government and
NGOs under different projects
with snixed results. To cite
some examples, under a Ford
Foundation funded project the
management of a number of
Jalmahals (fisheries] were
given to selected NGOs on an
experimental basis: also under
an IFAD/DANIDA funded pro-
ject a number of Baors (OX-
bow lakes) where the Depart-
ment of Fisheries (DOF) gave
BRAC the responsibility to
organize the fishermen and to

give them credit and other
support. Under the Third
Fisheries Project funded by
Woaorld Bank. LINDFE and ODA. a

“prnnber ol NGOs have bhoen én-

gaged in [lloodplains selected
for stocking by the DOF to or-

ganize the fishermen in order
to prevent catching of the

stocked fish while they are

still undersized. The experi-
ences gained through these
exercises have been quite
mixed mainly due to the vary-
ing capabilities of the different

NGOs ranging from big to very

small as well as due to the
compilex setting, both natural

as well as socio-economic, of

these “common property re-

Another examples of gov-
ernment NGO cooperation has
been in the shrimp sector un-
der World Bank funded pro-
jects where CARITAS worked
with DOF to organize local
landowners to from groups

out their land to outsiders on
lease. They also tried to orga-
nize landless and women's
groups in the shrimp growing
areas. Again the experience
has been mixed as shfimp
growing tends to be socially
polarizing and contentious.

Livestock

In the livestock sector,
NGOs have been working for
many years in helping the

groups raise cattle for dairy or

meal purposes as income gern-
erating activities. The interac-
tion of NGOs with the govern-
ment through the Department
of Livestock is to ensure the

| delivery of vaccine and other
for pond aquaculture was |

medicines for livestock and
poultry. The cooperation in
this sector between NGOs as
the demand generating agent
and the government as the
supplier of services has been
quite sucmiusful.

Land resources in Bangla-
desh, particularly government
owned khas land has often
been a contentious issue. The
government has some years
back invelved NGOs in the
Land Management Committee

to decide on the distribution of

land to genuine landless
groups. Th® Land Reclamation
Project in Noakhalij
funding from the Netherlands
government also involved an
NGO, Nijera Kori. in
identifying the genuine land-
less for settlement on the
newly accreted chair lands,
This experience was, however,
not very happy.

Agriculture

N(:()s have been at the

Paul Murphy writes from Beijing

There are fears that the problem of street children will

grow as China's market reforms gain momentum

in the countryside. being kid-
napped and forced to work.

"I know of cases where
people have gone out to poor
rural areas in Hunan province
and persuaded children to re-
turn with them to Guangzhou
to become flower sellers.” says
Mr Wang. "Buying flowers in
much of China is still a luxury,
but some people can now af-
ford them in the richer cities;
Businessmen like to use chil-
dren to sell [lower because
they look appealing. But in
some cases the flower children
were not well looked after and
it turned into a problem.”

A survey of street ehildren
in Shanghai has been con-
ducted by UNICEF with the lo-
cal civil affairs department and
the women's federation.
Although the analysis has not
been completed, initial results
show that youth go to the ci-
ties because of broken tamilies,
poverty and lack of skills.

"Seventy per ceni of the
children are dropouts [rom
schools.,” says Mr Wang. "If

they can receive training. they

are less likely to go to cities in
search of work. Prevention ‘is
as important as helping those
in trouble.”

Governments in Anhui and
Hunan provinces are now
sponsoring programmes to
train ‘rural children. Youngst-
ers aged 10 to 12 years are
learning to raise rabbits,
chickens and pigs: those 16
and older learn skills, such as
shoe-making, needed in rural
l[actories. More than 1,000
children have been trained so
far, says Mr Wang,

China ratified the Convent-
ion on the Rights of the Child
in 1991. One year later, the
country mandated care ol
children through the Law on
the Protection of Minors.

In addition, the government
is working to sensitise people
to the needs of children. Last
vear the Chinese National
Committee for Care of
Children. through a one-hour
programme on national televi-
sion, called on people to help
voungsters with special needs.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Mym mmpted. However, all communica- | up similar measures (o reno-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and |

Begumbazar
graveyard

Sir, Graveyard, the last
mortal resting abode of the
human being, is said to be the
holiest and the most respected
place on earth. It is the place
where complete peace, purity
and tranquillity is [felt.
Whenever we visit the graves
of our dear and near ones, it
becomes obligatory on us to
bathe or ablute ourselves. In
Hadis, it is said that the holy
Prophet (SM) used to visit the
graves of his parents every
Thursday or Friday. According
to the sayings of many holy
men, even the angels make
transitory visits to the grave-
yards. But unfortunately, today
not all graveyards are re-
spected.

| regret to bring to the in-
formation of the readers Lhal

the Dhaka Nawab family grave- *

yard in Begumbazar is in a de-
plorable and disrespectful
condition. The very entrance
of the graveyard has turned
imo a waste dumping yard,
where garbage of all types are
thrown and piled. However,
dumping of the waste is not
the main complaint. After all,
the population and the city as
well is expanding and the mu-
nicipality has hardly done
anything about it. The worst
part is that some delinquent
youths of the locality have been
carrying on disgraceful activi-
ties inside the graveyard for
quite some time.

[ would request the author-
ity and the religious welfare
organisations to kindly look
into the matter, and if they
could also kindly take steps to
raise the walls of the graveyard
in Begumbazar as well as those
of other graveyards where the
situation is similar. Couple of

years back, the authority con-
cerned ook up noble sieps
renovate old and worn out
nmosques all over the city. It
will be highly appreciated if
the authority concerned take

vate and protect
graveyards.

I would also request the
elderly people of the locality to
caution and make the yvoung-
sters understand the impor
tance of graveyards, so as to
keep up with the very essence
and sanctity of the resting
places of the dead. '

the city

Moinuddin
Dhaka
Education system

Sir, I read your editorial of
September 4, "Revealing Exarn
Results" with great interest. As
a student, 1 became aware of
the different systems of educa-
tion prevalent in this part of
the world.

I am impressed with the
outstanding results that a lot of
students acquired in this years
SSC examination. But | am
quite disheartened (o know
that students did not fare as
well in the essay part of the
examination as they did in the
objective section.

The objective gueslions
which now form the major
part of the SSC examination
should be lessened. | believe a
greater stress should be given
orn  one's acquirement of
knowledge through years of
education. Comprehensive,
understanding and an analyti-
cal mind should be developed
at an early age. And such form
of questions should be given
more importance in the exam-
ination. Maybe, decreasing the
objective questions would help
in doing that.

The teaching of English is
another important element
which, unfortunately., is not
given due importance in our
education system. It is essen-
tial that we spread knowledge
of English among the youth.
The delay may prove too costly
for the nation.

[l we want to enter the
street ol success, | feel some
changes are necessary in the
education system of this coun-
try. We can only then say that
we are ready to face the chal-
lenge in the present day com
petitive would. Our destiny
does nol lie in the stars, but
within ourselves

Nabeel A Chowedhury
Dhanmandi R/A Dhaka

and
carry out shrimp farming for .
themselves rather than to give

with',

‘Q_rith

This is the
biggest imfrastructure project
in the country at a cost of over
US$ 700 million funded by the
World Bank, Asian Develop-
ment Bank and Japan and as
the construction will have
environmental as well as socio-
economic impacts including
the displacement of thousands
of people, the Jamuna Bridge
Authority with donor support
has developed both a resettle-
ment plan and an envi-
ronmental action plan to
mitigate the impacts. It has
involved BRAC to carry out the
initial survey of project-af-
fected people and is seeking
further NGO input in the miti-

gating strategies.

Flood Action Plan (FAP):
This is one of the most contro-
versial projects of the govern-
ment with multi-donor sup-
port coordinated by the World
Bank.The initial, study phase of
the project involved about US$
150 million. mostly for foreign
consultants and a decision is
due late this year on how to
implement the proposed
plan.The role of NGOs has
been to oppose the FAP on the
grounds that it is ill advised,
not environmentally and so-
cially sound and is likely to ad-
versely affect the poor, such as
the char dwellers who will get
no protection. The debate be-
tween proponents and oppo-
nents of FAP has often been
very heated and ha®& spilled
into the international arena
with NGOs in Europe and
America lobbying their gov-
ernments and the World Bank
to re-examine the project.This
is an example of government
— NGO confrontation rather

China Steps up Efforts to Protect Children

includimg street kids. UNICEF
is training local olflicials about
the underlying problems of
street children.

"We held three major
Ir.ning courses for key offi

Govt-NGO Interaction: Some Lessons and Strategies

Conclusion

The foregoing has been an
attempt (o describe (albeit not
exhaustively] the different ex-
periences in governmment- NGO

interaction in the area of envi-"

ronment arnvd natural resource
managernent.

The experiences indicate
that while it is possible for
government and NGOs work
together sometimes. at others
it is almost impossible as they
get entrenched into opposite
camps making cooperation dif-
ficult. it is probably the right
time o Lake stock of the dil-
ferent types of experiences
and develop a modus operandi
for government-NGO interac-
tion and collaboration in the
field of enwvironment and natu-
ral resource management.
Some possible points for con-
sideration are this suggested
below:

i. Ithldvinhhﬁrthz
government fo involve the

NGOs from the very beginning
of the project design to ensure

their active agd proper partic-
ipation.

2. The govermnment should
involve the NGOs as genuine
partners rather than as simply
sub-contrators (like consul-
tants)

3. Since NGOs have their
own programmes, ways of op-
eration, target groups and re-
sources, they should be given
an opportunity to make sug-
gestions aboul the entire pro-
ject design to ensure that the
benefits go to the poor.

4. It is probably best in
most cases to deal with an
apex body of the NGOs like
ADAB or CEN for environment
and like VHSS for the health
sector. They can then involve
the relevant member of NGOs
in the field.

5. There should be a mech-
anism for on-going dialogue
between the government and
NGO body at a higher level to
review activities and sort out
problems.

6. The NGO organisation
and input should be indepen-
dently monitored and evalu-
ated to ensure that the bene-
fits are actually reaching the

poor.

The NGOs should ensure a -

genuine sense of participation
of the target beneficiaries,
particularly the poor, in both
project planning and imple-
mentation. .
The author is executive
Director. Bangladesh Centre

for Advanced Studies. a pri-

vate. non-profit policy and re-
search institute.

cials, mainly from civil affairs
departments, in nearly every
province in China on how lo

deal with the problem.” says
Mr Wang. Key officials were

alse sent to the Philippines to
learn about the problems of
in another

street children

country.
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The Politics of Brinkmanship —|

a Game-theoretic Interpretation
Wahiduddin Mahmud

A recent editorial in The
Daily Star (This Brinkmanship
may Easily Go out of Hand,
September 12) has tempted
me to interpret the prevailing
political crisis in terms of
Game Theory — which is a
mathematical theory having
wide applications in behavioral
sciences. Let us think of the
on-going confrontation be-
tween the government and the
opposition as a strategic game
in which each side can choose
among three options, that is,
either to remain unyielding in
its present position, or to sur-
render to the demands of the
other side., or to offer a com-
promise (which the other side
may or may not accept).

"Depending on how each side
.will use its options, this game

will end in producing any one
of the following four alternative
outcomes: (a] the government
concedes to the opposition's
demand for a caretaker gov-
ernment; (b) the opposition
gives up its demand in favour
ol the government's position of
holding elections under the
present party rule: (¢} both
sides agree for a compromise
solution (say, a national gov-
ernment with representation
from various parties according
to some agreed formula);, and
{d} the confrontation. being
unresolved, leads to a
disaster'.

What option each side de-
cides to use will depend on its
relative preference for the
above four outcomes as well as
on its assessment of how the
other side will behave. To sim-
plify the analysis, we shall
designate the preference pat-
tern of a side as 'totally irre-
sponsible’ if it prefers a disas-
ter to a compromise; partially
irresponsible’ if it prefers a
disaster to a surrender. and
not irresponsible’ if any other
outcome is preferable to a dis
aster.

A disaster is unavoidable as
an outcome of this game under
three alternative combinations
of the preference patterns of
the opposing sides, namely, If
sides are totally irre

sponsible’, or if one side is
totally irresponsible’ while the
other side is only 'partially ir-
responsible’ or the vice versa.
In all other cases, the disaster
is avoidable, but still remains a
possible outcome depending
on how each side actually plays
the game. For example. if both
sides are 'partially irresponsi-
ble’, a compromise is possible
land is. in fact. the only feasi-
ble outcome other than a dis-

asterl. But the danger is that.
each side may refrain from of-

fering to compromise if it mis-
takenly believes that the other
side is 'not irresponsible’ and
is therefore liable to surren-
der. In such a case, a disaster
may happen even if both sides
would have preferred a com-
promise. This is the danger of
political brinkmanship as
rightly pointed out in the edi-
torial mentioned above.

The editorial is equally
right in pointing out the futil-
ity of making accusations and
counter-accusations at each
other. We hear both the gov-
ernment and the opposition
accusing each other to be irre-
sponsible or even worse. An in-
teresting aspect of the 'game’
described above is that each
side, by making such accusa-
tions aboul its opponent, may
be unwittingly revealing the
darker side of its own charac-
ter. If, for example, one side
really believes that the other
side is even partially irre
sponsible’, it should know that
the best it can achieve is a
compromise. By not offering to
compromise, it will therefore
only prove itsell to be ‘totally
irresponsible. The logic of this
follows from the fact that by
merely criticising the oppos-
ing side, neither side can ab-
solve itself of the responsibility
of how it chooses to utilise its
own options (given its assess-
ment of how the other side
will behave). One does nol
need to be an expert in Game
Theory to appreciate the irony
ol this logic.

The writer is Professor and
¢ hatrman, Department o
Economics, Dhaka Universian
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