Invasion of Haiti looms | [
large as US gets ready

PORT-AL 'RINCE . Mhaan,
Stp‘l |4 A LIS L II.m
steamed within sight of the
capital Wednesday and planes
dropped propaganda leaflets
before dawn as President
Clinten increased the pressure
on Haiti's military rulers to
leave. reports AP,

The American planes flew
low over the Port-au-Prince
area at about 2:45 am (0645
GMT). dropping Creole-lan-
guage fMers that showed a pic
ture of elected President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide and "an
nounced he is retuming.

In one area. a plane flew so
low il shook houses and threw
people into a panic. Leaflets

Sec 144 1n eight
thanas of
Khagrachhar

KHAGRACHHARI, Sept 14:
The district administration to-
day imposed Section 144 in
eight thanas of Khagrachhar
district after two rival organi-
sations called rallies at the
same venue Thursday. reports
UNB.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts
National Coordination and
Peace Council (CHTNCPC) and
the Bangali Krishak Kalyan
Parishad, a cluster village-
based organisation. together
have called a peace conference
at 11 am tomorrow at the
Khagrachhari Governmenl
High School ground to press
home their seven-point de-
mands. They also obtained
prior permission ol the admin-
istration.

But later, the Jatiyatabadi
Bhumiheen Sangstha also
called a rally at the same
venue.

As a consequence tension
has mounted in Khagrachhari.

Apprehending breach of
the peae the district adminis-
tration has chosen to impose
Section 144. which bars Lhe
assembly of more than four
persaoiis,  until further notice,

Hasina’s charges
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her oflicial residence at \Minto
Rond. the minister sald.
Besides. 11 armed policemen
were guarding her “private”
residence at Dhanmondi
which, he added, was “in ex-
cess” of her entitlement as the
Leader of the Opposition.

He said 10 plainclothes
armed: policemen have also
been engaged. at Sheikh
Hasina's request. to provide
round the clock security dur-
ing her movements in the cap-
ital.

This 'security entourage’
equipped with wireless sets
move around in government
vehicles and work in shifts
according to the instructions
of the leader of the opposition
and her personal staff, the
minister said.

The minister pointed out
that at times these plain-
clothes policemen accompa-
nied the leader ol the opposi-
tion even outside the capital
as per instructions from her
and that these security mea-
sures were in addition to those
taken by the respective dis-
trict administrations.

The home minister said it

“regrettable” if the leader of
the opposition claimed that
these uniflormed and plain-
clothes police personnel were
following her el keeping her
el r waaied

lso were dropped on La
Paine. north of the capital.

Pro-army militiamen
roughed up people Lrying lo
pick up the leallets in the
Delmas section of the capital.
local radio reported.

Offshore from Porl:au-
Prince, a gray US-flagged cut-
ter was visible, heading rapidlv
northward in the Caribbean. Al
the same time, two US Army
Blackhawk helicopters flew

- over the capital.

The sound of invasion is al
ey in our ears.” said ultra
nationalist politician Viadimi

Jeanty, who heard the planes

fiv over his rool in Delmas.

e predicted Wednesday
that 300,000 people will die if
the United States invades. and
insisted that US soldiers would
not distinguish between sol-
diers and civiians when they

attack.
The United States has in-
tensified its psychological

warfare in recent weeks, warn-
ing the military to get out and
moving several warships omi-
nously close to Haiti's shores.
AFP form Washington says,
President Bill Clinton will
make a nationally broadcasi
address late Thursday on i
policy toward Haiti. the White
House announced Tuesday.

Jamalpur
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tion orcanised on the oceasion
of inangurating gas distriliuton
system in Jamalpur,

The Titas Gas Transmission
and Distribution Company has
installed a 33.928-metre gas
pipeline in the district at a
cost of Tk 7.93 crore.

It will provide gas to 1319
domestic, comumercial and in-
dustrial consumers in the first
year. On completion of the
project, gas connections will
be provided to 14,089 con-
sumers.

Begum Zia mentioned the
ongoing negotiations with for-
eign companies on production-
sharing basis to intensily oil
and gas exploration. Seven new
wells would be dug and six old
ones be worked upon under
the 10.7 crore US dollar third
natural gas development pro-
ject which will improve the
gas tdansmission and distribu-
tion system.

Stressing the need for im-
provement of the manage-
ment, she said like power and
water supply svsten loss also
existed in the gas sector w! i i
she called for reducing
through everyone's sincerily in
dutv. The people also have to
be mwiivated in this regard™.

Cricket clash
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tory against Pakistai’'s none
and a run rate of 4.9 nins per
over against Pakistan's 3.6. [

'India win today, they will earu

themselves a chance to settle
the score with the hosts, who
beat them in the preliminary
round.

On the other hand, Pakistan |

have a Herculean task, not only
needing to win, but also to
score almost 7.5 runs per over
to ensure their place in the fi-
nal. A modest victory will only
pave the way for their arch-ri-

~ vals to the final.

Australia, the other partici-
pants with one win and a run-
rate of 4.1, will be eagerly
hoping for a Pakistani victory
by a margin big enough to lel
them through to Saturday's fi-
nal at the expense of the
liclicins,

Resist politics of hartal
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The Prime Minister soncht
cooperalion from the people
for ensuring development of
the country to lead the nation
towards a prosperous future
and called upon them to raise
their voice against hartal,
bl Kadde anid Sanarchy.”

s nol possible to do wel-
dare and change the lot of
commonman through hartal,
siege and confining he people
inside their homes, she said.

Begum Zija told them that
the ‘conspirators’ wanted
poverty to prevail in the coun-
try for ever and to paralyse the
economy. “In fact, they do not
want welfare of the country
and the people and this is why
they are creating chaos,” she
said in a blistering criticism of
the opposition parties who are
also boycotting Parliament on
the same demand.

The Prime Minister.
27-minule speech. further al
leged that the porties which
had heen in power arlier. had
ruined the country = ¢oonomy.
looted a lot. commitied
crimes, illegal activities and
caused the masses to starve.
“They have again hatched con-
spiracy to snatch the people’s
rights.”

Refuting the Opposition
charge of failure of the BNP
government. Begum Zia said
they called ‘it failure as “we
can't loot, we can’'t snatch the
food of poor people.”

She asked the Oppuaeltim to
shun the politics of destruc-
tion and cencentrate on natien
building activities together
with the government. .

in her

“The people have given us

the mandate for running the
country for five years through

ballot. They will cive verdict in
the next election.” she said
and claimed that her govern-
ment had already [ulfilled &0
per cenl of its election coni-
mitments.

She saild her party pro-
grammes and politics are
aimed at the people's wellare
increasing production and
rendering service to the nation
and called-upon the people 1o
work for improving their own
condition and bringing about
overall development of the

- country.

Begum Zia said Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman had
first initiated the trend of de-
velopment in the country but
was killed in a conspiracy
when the country was moving
ahead.

Presided over by district
BNP President Khairul Bashar
Chisty, the meeting was also
nddressed by LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukder, Energy and
Mineral Resources Minister Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Deputy Minister ' for Health
Sirajul Huq. Fazlul Huq MP,

Rahima Khandaker MP,
Principal Harunur Rashid
Bhuiyan. Abdul Khaleque,

Firoza Talukder, Shariful Islam
Talukder and Moinul Huq.

Local leaders of the BNP put
forward various demands and
urged the Prime Minister to
realise those soon.

Begum Zia assured that a
bridge would be constructed
over the river-Jhenai, 100-bed
sadar hospital would be up-
graded to 250-bed one,
Jamalpur-Islampur- i
road be metalled and educa-
tional institutions given addi-
tional financial uuppnrt
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Rav alpindi railway station, 15km from Islamabad Thursday Sharil -f irted his traan mareh

part of his campaign to oust Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto s government.
u{ h:.rachi and travelled to the north-western city of Peshawar

from the port city

—AFP photo
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Similarly, the prices of the
finer Lata and Nazirshail va-
rieties have shot up to Tk 15
from a steadv Tk 12.50 per kg
and Kataribhog to Tk 20-21
rom Tk 17-18 per kg.

"I have a leeling this price
hike wil continue for the next
one month.” forecast a rice
wholesaler in Kawran Bacar.

The price of soyabean il
has also shot up by Tk 2 Lo 4
per litre at the retail level.
Some shopkeepers blamed the
strikes of the past few days for
the price hike while others
fault
wholesalérs in Moulvi Bazar —
the city’'s main wtmlcuale mar-
ket.

“The Moulvi Bazar whole-
salers, despite having a good
stock of soyabean oil maintain
that the supply f(rem
Chittagong has remainecd sus-
pentied due to the sirikes.,” a
New Market shopkeeper said.

While soyabean oil is being
sold at Tk 50-51 per litre, a 4-
litre can of the Postman brand
is being sold at Tk 198, a 5-
litre can of Phoolcopi brand al
Tk 255 and a 5-k§ can of
Tripti brand at Tk 290.

The retailers added that the
price of other types ol edible
oil had also gone up by Tk one
o three per litre. A litre of
muustard otl now sells at Tk 55
to 64, buiter oil at Tk 70 to
115 and palm oil at Tk 42 to
44.

The price of enion has also
jumped by Tk four per kilo.
Now it sells at Tk 12.

profiteering by greedy .

offer hurts Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Sept 14 Pa
kistan said today it was dis-
appointed by India's rejection
of an offer by United Nations
Secretary General Boulres
Boutros-Ghali to mediate in
the disputle over Kashmir. re-
poris Reuter.

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said Pakistan had accep-
ted the olfer. which Boutros-
Ghall renewed during a visit to
Islamabad last week.

Aratat
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Washingion of the histeric
agreement quickly evaporated
amid Norwegian optimism.

The new document re-

turned thie two sides to the

language of. cooperation,
agreeing to set aside "political
issues”, a reference (o
Jerusalem. and called for an
emergency donor meeting as
soon as possible in Paris,

The declaration urged
donors to "make an immediate
effort to meet the recurrent
costs of the Palestinian author-
ity and the early empower-
ment.

The latter involves granting
the Palestinians control over
iheir daily lives on the West

. Bank and was ene of the main

reasons for ealling the aborled
donor talks.

Israel won another vow
[rom Arafat to halt violence,
Lthe unportance of which can-
not be underestimated in the

¢ Jewish state.

Fhe governoert ol thakes
tan is most disappointed that
India has rejected the oller.
he said

Indian offictals said last
week New Delhi could not ac
cept the offer because it did
nol wan! to internationalise
the issue. The two nations have
fought two ol their three wars
over Kashmir since they
gained independence from
Britainin 1947

Houtros-Ghalt lold a news
conference in Islamabad lasi
week the situation in Kashmir
had worsened and he pro-
mised honestly Lo encourage a
dialogue between the two
protagonists.

The offer was in accordance
with the Secretary-General's
responsililities under the UN
charter. the Pakistan spokes-

man said.

Two hurt while

making bombs
By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were seriously
injured while they were re
portedly making bombs at
Gopibagh in the city at about |
am vyeslerday. The victims
Ibrahim, 26 and Harun 20, re-
ceived injuries in their face
and hands and were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). They left the
hospital often treatment.

The Demira and Sutrapur
pelice suid. they were nol
aware ol the incident.

The Awami Leawue-backed Chlnatra Lo e
clected oflice-bearers on the Dhika University campus yesterday.

S-He brought out o proces-ion

1 king
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Major parties on campus violence
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dents. their pguardians and
teachers must be integrated
with the process of curbing
terrorism.

In this connection, the BNP
leader said "The DU Teachers
Association (DUTA) must give
up its partisan attitude and
stop provocating violence."
About the recent acts of
terrorisin on the DU campus.
the BNF leader denied that his
party's siudent fronl was in-
volved in the incidents,

Relerring to the DU VC's
move for a dialogue, he said
the issue had not yét been dis-
cussed by the party leadership.

When contacted, Awami
League General Secretary
Zillur Rahman said that his
party was ready to extend all
cooperation to the DU VC in
containing terrorist activities
on the campus. Bul, he noted,
political support to any anti-
terrorism move was not
enough. Cooperation of Lhe
teachers, students, guardians
and the people of all walks of
life was to be solicited, he
added.

The AL leader alleged the
government was "Encouraging
violence on the campuses in a
bid to prolong its stay in
power. If it was sinecere, it
cauld :asil}r contain campus vi-
olence.”

About the DU administra-
lion's efforts in this regard;

Zillur Rahman said. "Its role is
not justified. It is just appeas-
ing the government."

Talking to Lhis correspon-
dent, Jatiya Party acting chief
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
said "We had repeatedly urged
all parties to take back the
arms and ammunition they had
supplied to their student
fronts. We will participate in
any meeting, if convened by
the DU VC, and repeat the
<aume.”

The JP leader said, "I fully
endorse the VC's observation
that a national consensus is
needed to combat campus vio-
lence.” Bul the fgovernment
must be 'sincere in recovering
the illegal arms and check the
further supply of illegal arms
to uproot terrorism of all

- kinds, he said.

Jamaal-e-Islami Secretary

" General Matiur Rahman Nizami

told The Daily Star a national
consensus could greatly help
contain campus terrorism. But
mere announcement in this
regard would not serve the
purpose, the added. '

“The political parties must
act in accordance with their
commitment to combat terror-
ism,"” he said,

In this regard, Nizami
poinied out that an all-party
meeting in 1991 adopted a
seven-point resglution to curb
campug mnrm nuf he

said. those did not work duc Lo
lack of sincerity of the parties
involved.

"Disarming the studeut

bodies must® begin with dis-

arming the ruling party stu-
dent front;" Nizami ‘said;
adding il the party in power
started Lhe 'process. others
would be [orced 1o do the
sarte.

The Jammaat leader also
siressed the need lor a peace-
lul co-existence of the political
parties. "If Lthe political leaders
practise tolerance. their stu-
dent activists would automati-
cally [ollow them.”

About the measures o free
the campuses Iromn violence he
sitid, "We are ready to accept a
ban on student poliucs lor the

.next five to 10 vears provided

the two big parties — the BNFP

and the Awami League —— apree
to such a proposal.
Workers' Party General

Secretary Rashed Khan Menon
said the ruling BNP and the
Awami League could play a piv
idtal rale in curbing terrorism
oil the campuses.

Jativa Samajtantirik Dal
(JSD]) general secretary Ha-
sanul Hag Inu said his party
would obviously cooperate with
the DU authorities in curbing
terrorism on the cammpts. "Bul
the VC must spell out what
kind of cooperation he needs '
inu said.

Kibna invites
clarification
from Mostafiz

SAMS Kibria. advisor 1o the
Awami League President has
invited the Foreign Minister to
clearly say if President
Clinton's phone call to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was made to talk Bangladesh's
domesiic political affairs. re-
ports LUNB.

In a statement yesterday
Kibria asked: "Does he (Foreign
Minister) wish to suggest that
the US President did in fact
make the telephone call to the
Frime Minister to discuss our
internal political questions?

He said that instead of ma-
"eryptic cornments and

i=inuations, Foreign Minister
\SM  Mostalizur Rahman
shoulkl come up with a clear
statenent as to what the pho
el was all about,

| have seen the guestion

addresserd to me by the Fore-

et Manister. M Muosto! i
Ralitiarn, in respanse 1o the
clarification issued by me on

the basis of my discussions

- | With IS Embassy officials.”

' Prices of rice, oil | India’s rejection of Ghali's

Kibria said that since it was
felt thad the newspaper specu

lwions  implicated the US
'restdent in the internal
pelemics ol Bangladesh, the

- povernment should have issued

the clarification tn order to
dispel any conifusion or misun-
derstanding on the matter.

‘Instead, the government
by its silence. fuelled these
speculations.

Kibria. a former
secretary, suggesied that by
posing his loaded question to
me as well as to the UDS
-mbassy officials.’ the Foreign
Minister once again gave sub-
stance to the speculations,

Some political circles. the
Awami League advisor said, are
obviously seeking to make po-
litical capital out of the tele-
phone call. "But responsible
people ought to avoid these
tactics,

The war of words between
ihe Awami League advisor and
the Foreign Minister ensued
over the phone call President
(‘linton = made to Prime
Minister Begum Zia in Friday
morning.

UK keen to invest
In telecom sector

British governmnent has
showed interest to invest In
the Telecommumication seclor
of Bangladesh. reports UNB.

The offer came from British
Parliament wmember ol the
caling  conservative party N
Deva Aditva during a meeting

with o<t andd Telecommn
i itiens  Minister T tr"qnl
] nffice vestodel i

C wedlth
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next Commonwealth Heads of
goverument meeting sched-
i1led 1o be held in Auckland,
New Zealand, in 1995, a Fore-
ign Office press release said
vesterday.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General. during his stay in
Dhaka. is expected to call on
the President and the Prime
Minister, hlre will also meet
with the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the Foreign Minister,
the Chief Election Commi-
ssioner and the Foreign Secre-
Lary.

Anyaoku will also visit the
Grameen Bank and BRAC pro-
jects around Dhaka.

The Secretary General is
scheduled to leave Dhaka on
Septeinber 19,

foreign
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The Midnight File

Five political activists

killed in Karachi

KARACHI, Sept 14: At least five

political activists were

killed in violence in Pakistan s biggest city ol Karachi today
police said. The violence erupted after the bullet-riddied

of a teenage boy was found in a Karachi suburb caliled new
Karachi. the police said. The body's recovery set off clashes
hetween two groups of Mohajir National Movement (MOM),

pne polico ofhcials

Yemeni forces foil mid-air

saidl. reports Reuler

hijack attempt
SANAA, Sept 14: Yemeni security forces fofled a mid-air
hijack attempt today. overpowering a man armed with a

grenade on bbard an airliner of the national carrier Layernda

on a fligh

Hassan. a 30 vear-old Yemeni man

t from Aden to Sanaa. wilnesses said. Saleh Ahmed

tried to enter the flighn

deck of the Boeing-737 with a grenade imn his hand. but

security forces stopped him hijacking the plane. passengers
said afier arriving in Sanaa reports AFFP

Warrant of arrest
against Ajker
Kagoj editor

RANGAMATI. Sept 14: A
magistrate’'s court at Ranga-
mati issued a warrant of arrest
against the Ajker Kagoj editor

Kazi Shahed Ahmed today.
reports LUNB.
The warrant was issued

after a case was filed by Abdul
Kader, a member of Bangal-
khali Union Parishad i1 Rajs-
thali thana against Ka/ Shahed
and reporier ol the paper
Motabar Hossain.

The case under section 295
(KA) /500 of Bangladesh Penal
{ode has been filed for hurting
his religious feeling by o report
published in Ajker Kagoj on
August 7

Reporier Motahar Hossain
appeared before the court on
Septembct 7 and was granted

Th:- court issued warrant of
arrest against Kazi Shahed as
the editor failed to appear be-
fore tlic court today the last
date for his appearance

Badruddoza

Fronp Vode 1 'l 3
treasiuy 'L o h-s ~ared bill
scvking <t ngtheming of the
Election (o pis-omn.

"I once .wain urge the

Opposition o join a dialogue
on the issue because., In a
demoeracy. there is no alter-
native to discussions among
the opposing camps for resplv-
ing any problem”. the deputy
leader of the House said.

On the Opposition agita-
tions. Prof Chowdhury said
that people did not respond to
those positively. "But the siege
and general sirikes ‘have
caused enormous suffering to
the people." he added.

"We should practise politics
with a mind ready to sacrifice
our petty interests for the sake

~of our people’. Chowdhury said

urged the Opposition to follow
‘democratic paths for resolv-
ing all political problems.
Referring to leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina's
remarks on the British par-

liamentary delegation which

visited Bangladesh recently,
Chowdhury said. it was not
proper for such an important
leader like her.

The deputy leader of the
House also said that the trea-
sury bench had felt the ab-
sence of the Opposition during
the session. Had the Oppo
sition been in the House. ii
could have made remarkablc
contribution in the process of
various decisiorls, he added.

AL-BNP clash
leaves 20 hurt
in Pabna

PABNA. Sept 14: At least 20
people were injured. six eriti-
cally. in a gunbattle between
Awami League and BNFP ac-
tivists here this evening. re-
ports [INB.

FPolice and witnesses said
the six were rushed to the
Sadar Hospital with bullet
wounds where thelr conditions
were stated Lo be critical by
the atiending doctors.

Among them, Ahmed
Hossain, Masum and
Shamiruddin were identified
4s AL activists while three
others — Zafar, Amjad and
Giasuddin — were said to be
workers of the BNP.

sources said the clashoc-
curred when a group of Awami
League activists attacked theé
BNF office at Hatiani in the
town at 7:45 pm. They be-
lieved the attack was against
some AL men who had de-
fecied to the BNP a week ago.

The violence lasted half an
hour until police intervened.

Mao pins exceed
earthlings!

BELIING, Sept 14: China
made 4.8 billon Mao pins —
more than the earth’s popula-
lion at the time — during .the
decade long cult honouring the
chairman. a .local newspaper
reported, says Reuter.

The pins, a standard article
of dress for Chinese during the
radical 1966-1967 Cultural
Revolution used up aluminium
that covld have built 39,600
mig jet lighters, the Guizhou

“dailv said

Opposition
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to mect the constitutional
obligalions.” the Opposition
leader claimed.

The people expected that
the Prime Minister would state
her position to help resolve
the present impasse but she
did not do so before the pro-
rogation of Parliament session.
he said.

Samad Azad alleged that the
government had forced the
Opposition parties to take ]:a
the sireeis by ignoring 1
demand for a caretaker gov
ernment which, he said, had
now turned into a people s
demand.

Only one party which is
traid of [air elections is now
upposing the caretaker gov-
crniment issue. hie sald.
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