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Khaleda to visit
drought-hit areas

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will visit the
drought-affected areas of
Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari and
Thakurgaon districts todav.
She will also hold meetings
with the local district
oflicials and water d-ﬂtlup
ment officials. reports UNB.

Ministry renamed

The . Water Dev-
clopment and Flood Emtm‘l
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position conditions

The opposition parties in

. Parliament yesterday put lor-

ward a number of precondi-
tionns for resumption of dia-
logue with the ruling party to
end the present political im-
passe.

“The ruling party should
create an atmosphere for dia-
logue by clarifying in writing
its position on the caretaker
government issue,” Depuly
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad told a press brief-
ing at the Sangsad Bhaban.

He said that the Iletter
which Deputy Leader of the
House Prol Badruddoza Chow-
dhury had given on September
9 was ‘incomplete and a bhit
vague as regards the caretaker

for negotiation

By Staff Correspondent
iss11e,

"I will soon send a reply
asking him to elaborate his po-
sitlon.” Samad Azad said after
a closed door meeting o the
opposition allies. |

He said thal in order to
create an atmosphere for dia-
logue. the government! should
release all opposition leaders
and workers arrested during
the 'Dhaka siege and three
days of hartal.

The government has to
form a judicial probe body to
investigate into the ‘attack’ on
Opposition Chief Whip Moha-
nunad Nasim. he said. Besides.
cases, against the opposition
leaders and workers will have
to bhe withdrawn before the

dialogfue bedins. he added.
Avwami Leagie  leaders
Sajedls Chowdhury, Shalauddin
Yousul., Mehiuddin Ahmed.
Tolael Ahmed and Collretd)
Sawkat® Ali. Jativa Party's
Moudud Ahmed. Anwar
Hossain Manju and Monirul
Hug Chowdhury, Jamaat's
Sheikh Ansar Ali and Gana
Forum's S5hamsuddoha were
present at the press briefing.
Samad _Azad said the
Opposition parties have been
boycotting Parliament sessions
for the past six months but the
government has taken no ini-
tiative to resolve the crisis
"Parlinment has lost its el
fectiveness. It is convened onh
See Page 12 Col 8

JS session prorogued

No alternative to talks,
says Badruddoza

By Staff Correspondent

The 16th session ol the
fifth Jatiya Sangsad (JS) was
prorogued yesterday with
Deputy Leader of Parliament
Prof Bodruddoza Chowdhury
urging the boycotting Oppo-
sition to come forward to end
the present political impasse
through dialogue.

Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni, who was in the
chair, read out the prorogation
order of President Abdur
Rahman Biswas at 8:00 pm.

The depuly speaker told,

the closing sitting of the 10-
working day session of the JS
that the House had been de-
prived ol valuable Opposition
views in enacting various legis-
lations, especially the Companv
Act, 1994 during the session.

He hoped that the treasury
and the Opposition benches
would be able of resolve the
present crisis through dialogue
and resume discharging their
respective responsibilities  in

thtHuunr:'!am

Earlier, Prol Badruddoza
Chowdhury called upon the
opposition parties, who have
been boycotting JS proceed-
ings since March in demand
for constitutional provisions
for holding national elections
under a caretaker gﬂvernment
to come forward with an open
mind’ to end the present
deadlock.

1 have repeatedly urged the
boyeotting Opposition to come
lo the negotiation table and
proposed, both verbally and in
black and white. an agenda for
a possible dialogue. But the
Opposition has taken to the
streets to materialise its de-
mand’, Prof Chowdhury said.

He also informed the House
that the agenda he had pro-
posed for a dialogue inchuded,
“The caretaker tssae and thiree
Opposition-sponsered bills re-
lating to a caretaker adminis-
tration, the ways ol improving
the electoral process and the

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina’s charges

motivated, says

Home Minister

By Staff Correspondent

The Home Minister yester-
day refuted allegations made by
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina that she was kept un-
der surveillance by the gov-
ernment. |

"“The allegations were com-
pletely baseless. fabricated and
politically motivated,” Abdul
Matin Choudhury said while
making a statement in the
Jatiyva Sangsad on the allega-
tions made by the leader of the
opposition at a press confer-
ence on Tuesday.

Sheikh Hasina had alleged
that her telephones were be-
ing bugged,
and tha! she was being kept

under watch by the members
of the intelligence agencies.

Terming the allegations a
travesty of truth, the home
minister sarcastically observed
that if the leader of the
Oppositionn did not went the
normal  security measures
provided for her, then ilere
was scope to reconsider it

Seven uniformed armed po-
lice personnel were placed at

See Page 12 Col |

letters censored .
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Jamalpur
gets gas

JAMALPUR. Sep 14: Jamal-
pur; an economically backward
district. was brought under the
gas distribution network today
to speed up the pace of deve-

lopment in the area. reports
UNBE,
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia [ormally switched
aon a gas burner at ithe police
line ground here in the alter-
noon. saying social and politi-
cal stability is necessary for
dt“wE‘lt}pTﬂEDt a::twux Inves]-
ment and preogress in the
country. _
"This is why we are pro-
ceeding with patience and tol-
erance. The people are the
source of our strength in this
regard. The country's devel-
opmernt programmes are being
run with people’s continued
support and participation. We
will march ahead along with
the people.”™ she told a fuine

See Page 12 Col 2
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politics of hartal

JAMALPUR. Sept 14: Prime
Minisier Begum Khaleda Zia
today lashed at the Opposition
agitation and urged the people
to stand against the politics of
hartal. destruction, anarchy
and indiscipline hindering de-

velopment programmes, re-
ports LINB. }
“The opposition pro-

grammes like hartal. blockade
and. siege are injustice 1o the
people.” she said, adding all
should refrain from these anti-
development aclivities for the
sake of maintaining the pre-
sent trend of development.
She was addressing &
mammoth public meeting al
the Government Ashek
Mahmud College ground here.
The Prime Minister's
comment ¢came in the wake ol
a series of action programmes
siunltaneously launched by the

Awami League, Jatlya Party and

Jamaat-e-Islami to press their

common demand for a care-
laker government to conduci
national elections.

She. blamed a political
party. without naming it, for
joining hands with the auto-
cratic force to destroy democ-
racy and halt development el
forts of the BNP government
and urged the people to reject
that combine and cooperate
with the government to con-
tinue the development drive.

Referring to the September
10 Dhaka siege programme,
she said the ‘failed" pro-
gramme proved that the peo-

ple were no longer with those’

pursuing destructive activities,
they were ‘now with the poli-
tics of development and pro-
duction.

See Page 12 Col 1

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia_yt*sterday inaugurated
Jamalpur at a function in the district town.

the supply of it

vas Lo
— P11 photo

Khaleda's call to resist | X320

Poor project formulation
and delay in implementation
led to an 83 per cent cost
escalation of the Tk 222 85
crore Feeder Roads Improve-
ment Project in the greater
Mymensingh district.

Official documents reveal
that the project turned out to
be a prime example of poor
planning, mismanagement and
misuse ol public funds, inchud-
ing excessive expenditure for
the services of both local and
foreign consultants.

Being implemented by the
Roads and Highways Depa-
rtiment of the Communications
Ministry, the project to
improve 310km of roads was
eriginally approved by the
ECNEC in 1986-87 and had a
completion date of June 1992.

Of the total expenditure Tk
40.15 crore was from internal
resources while Tk 182.70
crore was funded under a 54
million US dellar Asian
Development Bank eredit.

The project was subse-
quentily revised and the total
length of the roads was low-
ered to 284km.

But as of March this year
work on only 171km of roads
was compileted while another

compieted by
cording to official rﬂ:udl The
remaining portion of the

Measures to end ¢

' Poor planning, misuse of fund
double cost of road project

By S Y Bakht

roads. 23km between Tangall
and Madhupur, would remain
incomplete.

And now the total project
cost has jJumped by another Tk
140 crore and stands at Tk
362.88 crore:Tk 108.86 ‘crore
in government funds and Tk
254.03 crore in project aid.

Earlier last month Lhe
ECNEC approuved the revised
budget of the project, which
was included in the Fourth
Five Year Plan and the Three
Year Rolling Plan.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, who chaired the
ECNEC meeting. was also crit-
ical of the poor planning. delay
in implementation of the pro-
ject and the consequent cost
escalation, sources attending
the meeting said.

it is interesting to note that
although the project
be completed. expenditure be-
tween 1986-87 and 1992-83
stood at Tk 223.58 crore while
that in 1993-94 was esli-
mated to be Tk 139.3 crore.

Additional expenditure was
shown on account ef land ac-
quisition, consultancy fees and
building embankments while a
number of new expenditures
were included in Lthe project
L

Moording to the docu-
ments. as the widths of some
of the roads were increased

from 12 feet to 18 feet. land
acquisilion costs jumped from
Tk 1.62 crore to Tk 21.93
crore while the cost of build-
ing embankments increased
from Tk 13.93 erore to Tk
47.12 crore.

Furthermore, expenses on
account of consultancy fees
jumped frem Tk 11.65 crore
to Tk 21.69 crore and it was
attributed to the delay in im-
plementation.

Local and foreign consul-
tancy services were intreased
from 172 man months for for-
eign consuliants and 661 man
months for local consultants to
217 man months and 998 man
months respectively.

New expenditures included
in the project were Tk 11.47
crore for road maintenance,
Tk 26.92 crore as miscella-
neous expenses, Tk 66.51 lakh
for equipment. Tk 2.15 crore
for the purchase of six jeeps
and laboratory expenses of Tk
42 38 lakh.

The Planning Commission
noted that although the im-
plementation period ol the
project was between |986-87
and 1991-92, the actual period
would continue till 1994-95.
This has resulted in the cost
escalation by 83 per cent. The
conmission also commented
that the additional expenses
for consultants was “excess-
ive.”

ampus violence ,

Major parties ﬁ)r ﬁvsh dialogue

The major political parties
in the country are of the view
that a fresh dialogue ‘among
them is needed to comtain ter-
mmtﬁmm-

T iﬁT'IH‘DI.r
"“T.‘? Oppemtion par

ties said that he

could help eurb
campus violence while the rul-
ing party suggested ceordi-
nated efforts by all concerned
to get rid of the problem.

All the parties however ad-
mifted that a4 consensus among
them could comtribute a lot in
this regard.

The Daily Star contacted

leaders to serk

By Nazmul As

their opinion on the Dhaka
University vice-chancellors
coniention, in an interview
with this newspaper recently,
that sincerity of the political
parties could help uproet
campus violence. The political
leaders also spoke on the DU
VC's letters to them seecking
their cooperation in combating
terrorisi.

The DU VC, Prof
Ahmed, is learnt to have been
planning to meet the leaders
of major political parties for a
cONSensuUs on measures (o
make the university violence-
free

BNP Secretary General and
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam

Talukdar, acknowledging re-

ceipt of the VC's letter, said
his party was always for an
end -to violence on the cam-
puses. He recalled that BNP
chief and Prime Minister
Begum  Khaleda Zia had con-
vened on all party meeting on
the issue and steps to curb
campus violence were also de-
cided at the meel three years
ago. But. he saild, the move
falled due to ‘lack of sincerity
of all concerned.’

Replying to a question,
Salam Talukder said commit
ment by the political leaders
could not alone check campus
violence. For this, general stu

See Page 12 Col 3
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C’wealth

Secy-Gen
due today

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General, Chief Emeka
Anavaoku. arrives in Dhaka
today on a five-day official visit
to Bangladesh, reports UNB,

This will be Anvaoku's firsi
official visit to Bangladesh
since he took over as Secretary
General in July 1990.

He will be acc’umpaniede‘hy
senior officials from the -
minonwealth Secretariat.

Anyaoku is expected to dis
cuss with government leaders
about Commonwealth's role in
various political, social. eco
nomic and environmental is-
sues as well as ways and means
te further strengthen the ex
isting functional cooperation
between Bangladesh and the
Commonwealth Secretariat

He will also exchange v ws
on various issues hefore the

See Page 12 (ol 6

Prices of rice,
edible o1l rise
By Staff Correspondent

Over the past few wecks
the price of coarse rice has
risen by Tk two to three per
kg. ending a long-susfained
price stability at the rtlaitrr'q
level.

The prices of edible oil. am]
onjon have also gone up, ac-
cording to retailers.

“There is a shortage of rice |

supply from the countryside a
retailer at the New Market
said yesterday.

“And the price has been
climbing steadily for the past
two weeks "

The es of coarse rice or
irri, which had remained
steady at between Tk 9 and 10
per kg for the last (wo years,
have gone up to Tk 12.50 Lo

13 per kg
See Page 12 Col 3

Riyadh arrests several

political reformists

NICOSIA, Sept 14: Sandi
police have rounded up several
leading campaigners for politi-
cal reform in a wave of arrests
uvver the past few days. a Saudi
human rights organisation
charged on Tuesday.

The Committee for the
Defence of Legitimate Rights
(CDLR) said in a statement
sent to AFP. from its London
base that religious leader
Sheikh Salman Al-Awda. 39,
was the lalest in a string of ar-
rest when he was detained
early Tuesday. '

A thousand police had sur-
rounded his home in Buraydah,
300 kilometres 9180 miles)
northwest of the capital
Rivadh. the statement added.

BMA's protest
programme

The Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) will enlorce
a shutdown on all administra-
tive offices of the Health
Department today to press jts
demnands, reporis UNB.

The BMA has called for cleo-
sure of the offices, including
the Health Directorate and
Civil Surgeon’'s offices, de-
manding implementation of its
21 point demands which in-
clude removal of the Health
Secretary, cancellation of the
vigilance tearmm and reinstate
ment of a dozen doctors sus
pended for absenting from
chuty

Two days earlier Awda had
given a fNlerce speech in front
of hundreds of supporters de-
nouncing arrests of several re-

* ligious 'leaders and teachers.

sympathetic to the CDLR's
ideas.

Among those held were
founder member Sheikh Sefr
Al-Hawwali. a lecturer .at the
religious University of Mecca,
and Mohsen Al-Awaji. a
teacher in Agronomics at the
King Saud University in
Riyadh, the group said.

“‘The group., who say they
base their action on Islamic
principles, was banned by
Rivadh several days after it was
formed in May 1993 with the
aim of fighting "oppression amnd
injustice,  in the Kingdom:

[tats statement il said the

arrests were o declaration of
war on Islatiy by the raling
cliq and called on

“Muslimis in the Arabic penin-
sula to voice their support for
those arrested by holding
demonstrations.”

It said that because of the
growing number of -arrests "»
high-level US delegation is ex
pected in the next few days i

The same delegation was
recently sent by US President
Bill Clinton to he Hingdom to
ask King Fahd to "make con
cessions to the people in the
area of human rights bv hring-
ing in peolitical, social and ero
nomic reforms.”

Arafat puts Jerusalem
issue on hold

JERUSALEM, Sept 14
Israel and the PLO put their
peacé process back on track
with a new accord sweeping
aside disputes over Jerusalem
and renewing an oath to end
violence, speed up aid and de-
volve power to the
Palestinians, reports AFP,

The 15 poinits Oslo declara-
tion announced ovérnight
wiped the slate clean a year
after the declaration ol princi
ples lunched autonomy for
Gaza and Jericho. -

‘We have the feeling Lhat
everything is starting ofl again
in a very positive way." said a

senior aide to Israell Foreign

Minister Shimon Peres who
the accord,

“Yasser Arafat appeared very

moved, he spoke a few words
in Hebrew, repeating Shalom
over and over.” the aide added

The key lay in the PLO
chairman dropping his de-
mand to have development
projects for East Jerusalem
funded by International donors
in the framework of autonomy,
officials said here Wednesda\

The demand had scuppered
a donor mleeting last Friday in
Paris, the latest in a long
series of clashes and delays
over the first 12 months of
putting autonomy into prac
tice.

Any fears that it would poi
son the peace concert celebyr
tions n Oslo marking e
September 13 signing in

Sce Page 12 Col 4

cricket
clash today

Sports Reporter

Bitter rivals and neighbours
India and Pakistan clash in a
crucial tie of the ongoing four-
nation Singer World Series
one-day cricket tournament’in
Colombo.

Bangladesh Television will
telecast the day-and-night en-
counter live. starting at 2:25
pni BST.

Apart from its traditional
apicy Ravour, the matchup of
the subcontinental superpow-
ers holds significant bearing as
far as this 1ourney is (on-
cerned after hosts Sri Lanka
mace their way to the tinal,
leaving the fight for the other
slot wide open.

Statistically, India are in a
better nsition with one vic-

e Page 12 Col 2

ECNEC approves
Tk 271 cr Rly
project

The Executive Committee
of the National Econemic
Council (ECNEC] at a meeting
vesterday approved Tk 27]
crore second phase railway re-
habilitation project. reports
UNB.

The project, involving for-
eign exchange compoment of
Tk, 205 crore. which will be
provided by the Canadian In-
iernational Development Agen-
‘v (CIDA), is aimed at pro-
curing locomotives and railway
coaches.

The project is expected to
be completed by 1998-99. said
a P1D handout

The meeting was informed
that Bangladesh Railway nnder
its another project has pro-
cured 21 broad gauge passen
ger coaches costing Tk 33
crore invelving Danish assis
lance of Tk 21 crore,

Finance Mimister M Saifur
Halinman presided over the
meeting held ar the Secre-
tartat cabinet roedi

Agriculture Minister M
Majid-ul-Haq. Commerce M
nister M Shamsul islam. Re
ligious Affairs Minister Muha-
mmad Keramat Ali. State
Minister for Planning Dr A
Moveen Khan secretaries con
cerned and members of the
Planning Commission aliended
the meeting.

4 die in N'ganj
bus plunge

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 14
Four persons including a col
lege teacher were killed and
30 others injured when a mini
bus skidded off the Dihiaka
Munshiganj highway and tell
into a ditch at Char Syedpur
this morning

Two of victims trapped into
the sunken minibus were
identified as Prof Hasna Banu,
45. head of the Bangla Depart
ment of Haraganga Govern-
ment College Munshiganj and
Dilip Sheel. 25. a medical re
presentative ol a pharma
ceutical company The two
pwther deceased. both female
el about 25 and 50, could
nnt be identified immediately

According o police  and
witnesses, the minmibus tell into
the eight-teet-deep ditch
while allowing another bus to
pass if from behind

The Munshiganj-bound mini
bus from Dhaka met with the
accidenl at about 8 30 in the

morning
All the bhodies were sernt to
the Naravangany General

Hospital for autopsy

Forex retention
quota raised to

15 pc of FOB

Foreign exchange reicntion
guota for the merchandisc o
poriers has been raised lrom
the current 10 per cent (o 15
per cent of the FOB liree on
board) value ol their exports,
reports UNB

This guota can be retained
in foreign currency accounts
Bv the exporters with the co
mmercial banks in Bangladesh.
the Bangladesh Bank announ:
ced vesterday

Funds from these accounts
may be freely used by the ex
porters for export promotion
and other genuine business
purposes

The retentton guota, intro
dueed in June 1991 as part of
the liberalisation pregramme,
s0 far allowed the exporters o
retain 10 per cend of the FOB
value of their export earnings
in foreign currerncy accounts.

Retentioneguola in respect
of low domestic value addition
and service sector will remain
unchanged at 5 per cent.



