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Drought renders 3 lakh agri | Shallba‘]pur drl]]]n_g prOJect | Sharbahara men

District roundup

auge eyes
workers jobless in Nilphamari gf ge eye
NILPHAMARI, Sept 12 cultivated under high vielding han m ance Of a man in FARIDPUR JHENIDAH
Aboul three lakh larm labour varely while the rest 29,004 Bal'isal )
ers have become jobless due to heclares un;irr local x-.nrirn' Constmctlon U P Chalm
tinuous drought in the dis The production target has From Staff Correspondent .
f:t_ l:['.lﬂrtﬂ lJH% been fixed at 2.37.685 meltric From Staff Correspondent

Aman seedlings could not
e planted in more than 50
per cent of the lands. The
aman crops are also drying up
lor want of waler

A scheme was laken up to
bring 1.06 674 heclares ol
lands under aman cultivation
this season in Domar, Dimla,
Jaldhaka, Kishoreganj, Syed-

pur and Sadar thanas Of the

total 77.674 hectares will be

tons. But the target cannot be
achieved due to persisting
drought.

About 3 lakh agri workers
have become jobless in 65
unions and pourashavas of six
thanas due to prevailing
drought. The price of rice has
shot up in the local markets.
Coarse rice is being sold at Tk
I4 per kg and ata at Tk 11

per kg

BDR's operation treasure hunt

Contraband worth Tk 48 lakh
seized in August
From Our Correspondent

IESSORE, Sept 12 BDR
prsonnel seized contraband
goods worth Taka 48 lakh dur
ing the month of August [ree
different border areas of
Jessore and Jhenidah districts
under “Operation Treasure-
Hunt . according to a BDR
SOUICe

The seized articles include
Indian sarees. salt., sugar,
heroin. phensidyl bottles. cat-
tle, machinery parts, crock-
eries, garments, cosmetics,
Chinese diesel pump and imi-
tation omaments.

A total of 11 alleged smug-
glers were arrested from dif-
ferent places during the pe
riod and 208 cases lodged
with local police stations. All
the seized goods were de-
posiled with Benapole cus-

toms, the source added

The source giving detailed
account of the BDR activities
during the period Irom
January to August "94, said that
total godds worth Tk 4.10
crore, were seized from the
same border areas and 99 al-
leged smugglers were nabbed
from different places under
the same drive, A total of 2024
cases were recorded in local
thanas during this period.

The articles seized over the
period include Indian sarees,

VCR and VCP, garments,
crockeries, machinery parts,
bicycles, electrical goods,

[ruits, cosmetics, cattle, sugar,
salt, polyster, warm clothes,
drugs, insecticides, fan bear-
ings. wine, jute seeds, costly
stones, opium. heroin and

ganja.

BARISAL, Sepi1 12 The
Shahabajpur gas well drilling
project is abandoned for about
two months now

According to experts, Lhe
reserve of gas is very poor and
the project will not be eco
nomically viable

The Shahabajpur project
was started with an initial ex-
penditure of Tk 25 crore at
Kachia village of Borhanuddin
thana earlier and then the
driling was formally inaugu
rated by the Energy and
Mineral- Resources Minister
Khandkar Mosharrafl Hossain
on December 7. last year

"On 26 April this year Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
visited the driling site during
her Bhola visit

The drilling works were
suspended as it reached
nearly 65 thousands feet.

Later. in consultation with
the foreign experts, the well
was sealed

During the Ershad regime
a survey report was submitted
to' the concerned authority
about a good reserve of gas in
Kachia Village ol Borhanuddin
thana of Bhola

Following the report a test
boring work was performer]
with an expenditure ol Mk
1.50 crore and about seven

acres of land was acquired and
some infrastructures were
bt

After the fall of Ershad
regime the workers at gas fieid
remained almost abandoned
for more than two years and
most of the staff of the project
were transferred elsewhere. |

Local people alleged that
the Bangladesh Petroleum
Exploration Company (BPEXC)
is not confirming anything
about suspension of works al
the drilling site

Besides, the employees of
BPEXC may leave the project
area within the next two
months. local people said.

Sharp increase in prices of
essentials in Jessore

JESSORE, Sept 12 Prices of
some major items of essential
commeodities are on sharp rise
throughout the district hitting
hard the general consumers
for the last few months, it is
learnt.

According to source, rice,
atta, edible oil, kerosene, sugar
and fish are now far beyond
the purchasing capacity of
common people due to abnor-
mal price hike. Rice [course)
is selling between Taka thir
teen to fourteen per kilogram
(kg). Atta is selling at Taka ten
per kg. while adulterated paim

From Our Correspondent

oil in sold at Taka 50 to 52 per
kg. Both. lish and meal are vir
tually beyond expectation ol
poor people, the sourc® adde

Soyabean is presently out of
market

Information say that indis
criminate sale of banned palm
oil is rampant in all the rural
markets. It is learnt, dishonesi
traders have monopolised the
markets by selling the banned
palm oil in the name of soy-
abean, showing original seal on
its containers.

Similar in
mustard oil

the case with
It is adulterated

and being sold between Taka
55% and 60 per kg claiming a
pure product by mixing chem-
ical essence smuggled [rom
acruss the border

1 many of the rural arcas,
cases ol intestinagl diseases arn
being reported following con-
sumption of the adulterated
edible oil. When contacted. a
number of consumers said that
present market of edible oil,
kerosene and sugar was all
time hich. Lack of logistic sup
ply i1 the markets, has
ver-¢ly affected stability in
price rate, they said

Daring dacoities, valuables
worth Tk 1.5 lakh looted

PABNA. Sept 12: Valuables
worth about Tk 1.5 lakh were
looted in a daring dacoity at
the residence of a businessman
at Iswardi thana of the district
orn Sunday. reports UNB

According (o police, a gang
ol dacoits numbering 10-12
stormed the residence of
Dhiren Karmaker at dead of
night, beat some oif the ir
mates and looted cash and
gold ornaments at gun point.

The dacoits fired blank
shots while leaving the place
o terrorise the villagers,

A case has been filed with
the police.

Another report says: AI‘.IIle:d
robbers looted cash and goods
worth about Tk 20,000 from a
truck near Chandpur tea gar-

den in Chunarughat thana on
Dhaka-Sylhet highway on Sa-
turday night.

Police arrested Raflg Miah,
20. Raufl Miah alias Mitu. 27,
and Raham Ali. 22, in this
connection.

A gang of eig T -

coits creg ade on the
roagi-# ing trees and halted
fhe rubber loaded truck

(Chittagong Na-4180) which
was bound for Mirpur. Dhaka,
from Rupairo rubber garden of
Bahubal thana.

The dacoits beat up the
employee of the tea garden
Zahirul Islam, driver of the
truck Shamsuddin Hawladar
and a helper. They also took
away some papers ol the rub-
ber garden.
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BARISAL, Sept 12: A group
of people, believed to be mem-
bers of so-called Sharbahara
Party, gauged eyes of a man re-
cently at Sarshi village of
Kuhmur Union Parishad.

The group of armed men.
numbering eight, forced Mus-
lim Musa, 32. to Sarshi village
on gun point. They beat Musa

up and gauged his eyes.

Police rescued injured Musa
about 9:00 pm [romn the spot
and sent him to Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital for
treatment.

Kotwali Police said, Muslim
Musa, was an active member
of ‘Sukkur Bahini’ and was in-
volved in Bihangle Masjid inci-
dent, occurred on August 28

last year.

Musa was also an active
member of Sarbahara Party
[Kamrul-group), police said.

However, the identities of
the armed men could not be
known.

She trusted
him

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Sept 12. Mo-
mena Khatun, 11 of village
Putimari under Palashbari
thana was violated by one
Abdul Matin, 45 in disguise of
police at Bharatkhali rallway
colony on August 15.

According to police, the
victim, Momena was returning
home from Bogra where her
father, Moslem Ali worked. At

Bonarpara station she needed
to change the train for

Gaibandha and mistakenly
boarded 8-down mail

train
bound for Teestamuk ghat She
could realise her blunder soon
after the train was in motion.
Meanwhile she was introduced
with Abdul Matin as a police-
man who was residing atl

‘Bharatkhali ratiway colony.

Matin, however, offer
Khatum to stay at his resi-
dence for the night on the plea
that he will catch Gaibandha
bound train next morning. On
good faith the victim accom-
panied Matin and took shelter
at his house.

At mnight he violated
Momena and fled away. .Next
morning local people recov-
ered her in critical condition,
A case was filed with Shaghata
thana. The accused ¥ still at
large.

of Padma bnidge
demanded

Sept 12: A meeting was
held to press the demand for
construction of a bridge over
the river Padma on Thursday
at Barisal reports UNB.

Chaired by Administrator of
Barisal Pourashava Ahsan Habib
Kamal, the meeting was ad-
dressed, among others. by
Chairman of Faridpur Pouras-
hava Fazlul Kabir Chand.
president of Barisal Press Club
advocate S M Igbal. president
of .district Bus Owners
Association Golam Saleque and
president of Journalists’
Association of Faridpur umit
Munshi Harun.

Describing the necessity
and importance of Lhe bridge
for the convenience ol three
crore people of the south and
south western region, the
speakers urged the authority
to start the construction of the
Padma bridge immediately

They said a new era ol
commercial and economic -ac -
tivities would start in the re-

with the construction the
much-needed bridge.

C(}m

CMC('s freshers'
reception

Sept 12: BNFP Standing
Committee member and
Housing and Public Works
Minister Barrister Rafiqul
Islam Mia said. BNP govern
ment came to power with
people’'s mandate and the peo
ple can change the govern
ment through ballot only, re-
ports LUNB.

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at the freshers
reception at the Comilla
Medical College (CMC) and a
public meeting held al
Muradnagar thana headquar-
ters on Saturday.

Barrister Rafiq said every
one has the right to express
his own opinion in a demo-
cratic society. He said. a
democratically elected gov-
ernment could not be ousted
by the whirns of any person or

group.

Referring parliament as the
right forum for discussion on
the national problems, he
urged the members
to attend the parllament scs-
sion to reach a vonsensus on
the national probicims

by-election
Sept 15 -

Sept 12: The by -clection of

UP chairman of Rakhalgachi
union in Kaliganj thana of the

district will be held omn
September 15 officials said.
reports UNB

Disatrict Election Commiss-
won office sources said a total of
sever: candidates are contest-
ing for the UP chairman post.

They are Hamiduzzaman
Harun. Durub Ali. Jumman Al
Eunus Ali. Abdul Wahed, Amir
Hossain and Nargis Parveen.,
wife of former chairman
M ohsin Ali.

A total of 10,689 voters. in-
cluding 5125 females are
likely to cast their votes in the
election.

The post is vacant since the
death of former chalrman
Mohsin Ali killed in a read as-
cident on July 16.

RANGPUR

Withdrawal of
case against
commissioner

demanded

Sept 12: About a thousand
peoplé, includirig the chair-
man and ward commissioners
of Rangpur Pourashava. bro-
ught ot a precession on
Thursday demanding with-
rirawal of a case filed against a
commissioner, reports UNB.

They said a false case has
been flled against Md idris Ali,
a commissioner ol the Pouras-
hava, by the authorities of
Rahatin Industries of Alamn-
agar thana.

The processionists paraded
the main roads of the town and
chanted slogans in favour of
their demand

BARISAL

2 fishermen die
as trawlers
capsize in Bay

From Staff Correspondent

Sept 12; At least seven fish-
ing trawlers capsized and two
fishermen died in Bay during
past three weeks.

Thirty-six f[ishermen were
rescued by fishing trawlers
nearby. Of them, six were ad-
mitted in Patharghata hospital,

DFP.4133.10/9




