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The Joy of Kite-flying

by ABM Nurunnabi

Kite 'flying Is a popular form of spért of
recreation in our country. A kite is made of a
light frame of varying shapes covered with pa-
per. plastic or cloth. The kite comamonly bund
in our country is made of paper M is attached
1o a Jong cord held in the hand or wound on a
reel or drum | called latad in Bangla) and sent
up into the air.

One tradition
holds that kites
were invented by a
5th-century B.C
Greek scientist, Ar-
chytas of Tarentum.
They have been in
use among Asian
peoples from time
immemeorial. The
sport has leng been
a national pastime of
the Koreans. Chi-
nese, Japanese and
Malayans. Kite flying
at night over a house
was believed to keep
evil spirits away. A
religious signifi-
cance is still con
nected to some cer-

broken glass with glue made with flour and
other exotic Ingredients. Such treatment ol
cords used for kiles in competition is called
marya. Apart from the various technigues used
in the competitions. the experts in this line
strictly guard their secrets of the cComposition
of their manja.

In the peak sea-
son. the skyline in
that part of the city
is covered with kites
of various shapes
and colour. ' Another
thrill of the game is
that when a kite is
cul loose from iis
cord by an oppo
nent's kite, the
moringless |kite
Mloats in the sky in
Lthe direction the
wind bldws. If the
wind is strong, such
kites without mo-
orings travel a long
distance. But the
children of the nei-

ghbourhood are
? never deterred by
Lheir journey across

emomal kiteflying tn el e
Asia
Practical use has been

through the ages. Tradition states that a
Korean general
a kite as an inspiring signal to his troops. In
his famous experifnent-of 17527
Franklin hung a metal key from a kite line
and. by attracting electricity from the air dur-
ing a storm, Hemonstrated the electrical na-
ture of lightning. ' Kites were long used for
wealher observations: instruments were car-
ried aloft to record otherwise unﬂhtalnnhle
data until the advent of balloons and

. Kites in the shapes of birds, men, uhipu
butterflies and other forms have a novelty ap-
peal A favourite Chinese fancy kite is the
dragon. a ferocious-looking head kite with
many smaller flat body kites strung behind on
parallel tie lines.

Kites are best flown in open spaces where
the wind velocity is 80 to 20 miles per hour
iess wind makes it difficult to lift the kites and
inore makes them hard to handle or may even
break them. Kite-flying tournaments are annual
EVEILS 1IN many communities.

in the old part of the Dhaka city. kite-flying
Is extremely popular. Both the young and the
old take part in it. There is a particular season
in a year when this game is played with high
enthusiasm and gusto.

Because of limited open space in that part
ol the city. kite-flying is mostly done on house
tops. The thrill of the game lies in engaging
other kites in elimination bouts. In this com-
petition. various techniques are used.

Elaborate preparations are made to impart
sharp edge to the cords used by means of vari-
ous concoctions such as mixing fine grains of

Benfamin - Jorisdlelon. ol e

the sky. They run

made of kites after it with long peles in their attempts to
catch it.

e suspended a lantern from futile when such break-away kites fall on high
trees or on houses of others or go into the

In many cases, their efforts prove

he ieghbourhood where

the children of that locality taREW - h
The experts of kite flying often pMg'c ‘hem-
selves very bold. They fly their kites a®iS "
boundaries of their neighbourhoods and swoop
down on opponent’'s kites in another neigh-
bourhood u n miles away. If their bold at-
tempts fail, thqr suffer considerable loss when

substantial | hs of their cords are snatched
by all and sundry in the path of the flight of the
defeated kite.

The kiteflying culture is not so developed in

the new part of the city. The reason perhaps is
that the new generation co from more fi-

nancially stable inhabitants of of the
city are not acquainted with the thrills and
excitements of the game which may be re-

garded as archaic in their eyes. beside video
games, for example.

During the high season of kites flying. same
children becomé victims of accidents from
falls from house tops when they indulge in this
game on open roofs without parapets. Another
important precaution that needs to be observed
is that contact of the hand line with high-
tension electric lines or wires be avoided
because of the great danger of electrocution
through a damp cord.

As with many other things, prices of kites
have now become high, considering the small
resources in general of the children who play
this game. Particularly poor children are de-
prived of this great source of joy. For them, the
compensating excitement lies in running after
kites which are cut loose in competitions.

| Biman enquiring

into Aug 31 incident

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul
Mannan yesterday said, Biman
authorities have been enquir-
ing into the complaint that
travel agents issued OK tickeis
to passengers without confirm-
ing their seats with the reser-
vation system, reports BSS.

Making a statement on a
call attention notice by trea-
sury bench member Begum
Khaleda Rabbani on off-loading
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Enrolment target for pry

level education 95 pc

The government has fixed a
target of enrolling 95 per cent
ol the country’'s children at the
primary level by the year 2000,
reports UNB.

Disclosing this in parlia-
ment yesterday, Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar
enrollment in primary

sS4 1T
schoo 18 75.5 per cent in
1991 and target for 1995

has been set at Be LN Lo
ensure education for all b &“’
year 2000,

Replying to a queﬂtmn from
Niamatullah Sabu (BNP). the
minister said the governmeni
has taken up wvarious pro-
grammes to implement
"Education for All" by the year
2000. The programmes in-
clude declaring primary educa-
tion as compulsory. introduc-
tion of mass education and
formulation of a national work-
plan.

Replying to a written gques

tion [rom Advocate Khairul
Anam, the minister said there
are 37.710 government pri-
mary scheools and 13,344 reg-
istered private primary schools
in the country. There is no
plan to nationalise any private
school at present, he added.
Responding to a supple-
mentary, Sircar said four
teachers will be given ap-
pointment for every unregis-
tered primary school.
There is no shortage of fund
D implement the mass educa-
tia ogramune, he said refer-
ae highest allocation

ring o

in the educatilif Sector.
Replying (o other sup

plementary from &2l (rtd)

said

Hafizuddin. the ministé =

that repeated hartals
indiscipline have been harm
pering education programmes
as well as dévelopment and
economic activities in the
country,

Discussion on
int'l qirat
competition

Energy and Mineral Res-

ources Minister Dr Khandaker

Mosharraf Hossain Suiday
underlined the need [or
following the ideals : and

principles of Islam and the
teachings of Prophet
Mohammad (SM] in our day
to-day life to achieve the cher-
ished goal of peace and
progress in the society, re-
ports BSS,

He said this while address-
ing as the chief guest a discus-
sion on the 3rd international
girat competitton held at the
National Museum auditorium
in the city.

The energy minister said
Islam is the complete code of
life which provides unique and
best solutions to all problems

Pnhce rnundmg up Awami Juba League leade:- F‘azlul
Haque from near the Jativa:Press Club during yesterday's

hartal in the city.

— Star photo

Indian HC to
hold print show
from Sept 16

The Indian High Commi-
ssion will organise a fortnight-
long print show of the Dhaka
print makers from September
16 at the High Commission art
gallery at Satmasjid Road in
the city. reports BSS.

The exhibition will be inau-
gurated by noted artist
Mohammed Kibria and will
remain open to all till
Sepltember 30.

This 1s the lirst exhibition
to: be held in the art gallery of
the Indian High Cormmission.

Prof Mannan
leaves for Vienna

State Minister for Science
and Technology Prof M. A,
Mannan left heré yesterday for
Vienna. He is leading a two-
member Bangladesh delegation
to attend the 38th general
meeting of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
reports BSS.

The other member of the
delegation is engineer MA
Quayumn, Chairman, Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Cnmmissiun
(BAEC). !

The delegation is expecti:d

to return home on September
26,

of 35 London-bound passen-
gers by Biman at Osmany
Airport, Sylhet on Aug 31, the
state minister said those pas-
sengers did not have con-
firmed seats.

Mannan said, the passen-
gers were, however, sent to
London by the next Biman
flight on September 4 and they
were given hotel accommoda-

tions and other facilities in the

meantime.

The state minister said. five
to ten per cent over-booking
in a flight is a normal proce
dure in international &]I‘IIHEH
business to ensure higher load
factor in case of non-reporting
of confirmed passengers. He
said in order to ensure better
service to passengers, Biman
has introduced the provision
for compensation to passen-

gers refused scais despite
holding OK tickets.
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4:30 Opening session

4:40 Geeta recitation

4:45 Mass education: Esho
Para Shikhi

5:10 News in Bangla

5:25 Comedy series: Coach

6:00 National TV Debate
Competition for coll-
ege and university
students

7:00 Open University

7:25 Modern songs: San-

. geeta

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Drama serial

10:00  News in English

10:30  Film show: Northern
Exposure

11:30 Khabar/The New5

11:40 Closing
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'Discard politics | |
of hartal’

The Bangladesh Khelafat
Andolon urged the political
parties to settle the disputed
political issues through dia-
logue discarding the ‘politics
of hartaF for the shaké of peo-
ple and to protect the national
economy, reports BSS.

In a statement the party
chief Maulana Shaha
Ahmadullah Ashraf said
although the hartal was aimed
at ‘embarrassing the govern-
ment but actually the strug-
gling people became the most
sufferer of such agitation

“Time has come to realise

for whom that democracy
causing sufferings to the
people.” he asked and

described hartal as 'contrary
to the human rights and in the
eyes of Islam strike is not
legal.”

Discussion on
Miladunnabi

Minister for Housing and
Public Works 'Rafiqul Islam
Miah vesterday underlined the
importance of the distribution
of wealth in accordance with
Islamic rule for establishing
justice in the society. reports
BSS, ’

‘Islam does not support
wastage and luxurious spend-
ings.” the minister said. Rafiq
wis speaking al a discussion at
the Kawran Bazar Shahi Masjid
in observance of Eid-e-
Miladunnabi.

Presided over by Alhaj
Maulana Abdul Matin, presi--
dent., Bangladesh Sirat
Bastabayan Parishad. the meet-
ing was also addressed by Alhaj
ABM Zahidul Hugq, Deputy
Minister for Shipping and
noted Islamic philosophers.

thkﬂahannnlﬂuiy

Moderate to heavy falls may occur at places over Dhaka,
Chittagong and Barisal divisions with rain or thundershowers
at many places over the region during the next 12 hours
commerncing from 6 am today, reports UNB.

The Met Office forecasts rain is likely also at a few places
over Khulna and Rajshahi divisions during the period.

The day temperature may remain nearly unchanged, the
Met office added.

The country's highest temperature of 33.8 degrees Celsius
is registered at Jessore and Chuadanga and the lowest of 23.1
degrees at Feni.

The highest rainfall ol 28 mm registered at Mymensingh
in the last day. 23 mm at Barisal, 20 mm at Cox's Bazar and

10 mm

at Sylhet.

The sun sets today at 6.05 pm Wh]]E rises tomorrow at
5.44 am.

The maximum and the minimum temperatures of different
regions registered in Celsius and humidity measured in per-
centage is given below:

City /Town . Temperatures Humidity at

in Celsius Percentage

Max Min b amn 6 pm
Dh: ik 32.4 26.5 79 59
Mymensingh 28.2 26.2 93 90
Chittagong 31.8 25.0 29 823
Cox's Bazar 30.0 25.0 85 B3
Syihet 31.6 25.0 90 85
Rajshahi 328 26.7 90 96
Barisal 31.5 24.6 a5 B5
Dinajpur 32.2 25.7 79 B&

secy-gen arrives
Dhaka Sept 15

Commonwealth Secrptary
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku

will arrive in Dhaka Thursday The above been filed MW'

on a  five-day visit to by the plaintiff E M hl. Bank Limited for

Bangladesh. ofticial sources | [} ' dojigation of Tk 5 4 4& 167/57. you are Notified to
id. reports UNB. :

RO e appear in 6 he il aforesaid suit in the Concermned court
During his September 15- at 10.00 A. M on 29.9.94 either in person or

19 visit, Emeka Anyaocku will ' ' 4 .

call ‘on: Presidest Abdie through an nuﬂ'roriud on failute of which

Rahman DBiswas, Prime the suit would b’ heard exparte.

Minister Beglim Khaleda Zia.

Foreign Minister A S M By Ordered of court

Mostafizur Rahman and Leader Md. Mozammel Hoque

of the Opposition in M. A LLB.

Parltament Sheikh Hasina. Advocate & Legal Adviser
He will also visilt Grameen Hw Bank Ltd. E

Bank projects at'Gazipur.

e o e —— P—

IN THE COURT OF SUB -JUDGE &
FINANCIAL LOAN COURT

E:,“ JGHA
SUIT NO 168/93 ARTHO RIN
Rupali Bank Lid. umwm Bogra
town,
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