World DeveloEment Remrt 1994

THIN a span ol lew
W‘uumlhh Lthree mosl|

known international
financial and developmenal
agencies, viz. the World Bank
the Asian Development Bank
and the UNDP, an organ ol the
"UN, have come out with three
limportant Reports for the yeal
1994. Correspondingly these
are — the World Development
Report 1994, t(he Asian
Development Outiook 1994
and the Human Development
Report 1994. As is evident
from their namings — these
Reports deal with different
developmental aspects of
world communilies segre-
gated by International bound-
All of them are full of

arves

datn aul indicators from which
A coniservant can easily find oul
the ratings or standings of the
listedl countries in different
areas ol development. The
components or elements
which directly or indirectly

play roles for development in
economic and social arenas are
so many to count. But for their
universality, some of them are
taken as basic for growth and
development process of a
country, The World Bank in a
special effort in the World
Development Report (WDR)
1994 has tried to show the
indispensability of inlrastruc-
ture for the economic devel-
opment of any counirv. The
findings* of the WK 1'nhE an

many. so are (e soggestiolis o
diflerent nations ol ditleren!
development planes o what to
do and what not. Although all
round development of a coun-

try also depends on the for-
mation of human capital, a sub-

ject elaborately dealt by the
UNDP in its
Development Report 1994 [ in
which our HDI standing is a
poor 146th, the present arti-
cle would be devoted to high-
et the role of infrastructure
lor cconomic development arud
the «ounditions ol infrastruc

tare i Bangkadesh e thee light
of the WDR 1194,

What is Infrastructure?

for us lirst know whal
under the perview of
inlrastructure. Practically. in-
frastructure is a broad set ol
different systems. sectors and
sub-sectoral facilities that to-
gether contribute much to-
wards economic growth,
poverty alleviation and envi-
ronmental sustainability. These
happen when infrastructural
services meet effective de-
mand for them sufficiently and
efficiently. This wide meaning
of infrastructure is inclusive in
nature and perceived to be an
umbrella term for many activi-
referred to as social
overhead capital” by develop-
ment economists.

The WDR 1994 is an at-
tempt to docus basically on
economic infrastructure which
includes services from power,
telecommunication, piped wa-
ter supply. sanitation and sew-
erage, solid waste collection
and disposal, and piped gas (all
are public utilities): roads and
major dam and canal works for
irrication and drainage (all
puhlic works): and, urban and
imterurban railways. urban
transport. ports and waterways
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and airports | transport sec-
Lor}.

As has been pointed out
that the WDR 1994 has actually
focused on economic infras-
tructure, so the list does not
incorporate the facilities  for
human resource development,
i.e.., the social infrastructure
encompassing institutions for
imparting formal and informal
««lucation, hospitals and other
licilities that are required for
human skill t and
helter health management.
They are indispensable for a

nation’'s progress.
Infrastructure's Role for

Economic Development

The precise linkages be
tween infrastructure and eco-
nomic growth and poverty re-
duction are subject to debate.
It is also to be established
whether infrastructure in-
vesiment causes growth or
growth induces infrastructure
investment. But substantial ev-
idences are available that there
is a positive and significant
correlation between the two.
The WDR 1994 points out that
‘infrastructure capacilties grow
step for step with economic
oulput — a one per cent in-
crease in infrastructure is as-
sociated with a one per cent
increase in gross domestic
production {GDF‘.I across all
the countries.” Malaysia,
Thailand alongwith the newly
industrialised countries (NICs)
of Asia experienced an infras-
iriiciure boom side by side
with thejr rapid economit

qodress in the 8Os and the
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paper; Sumeners and Haeston 1991.

phenomena 1s ~till contmuing,
Chin’'s ongoing staggering eco-
nomic growth is simultaneous
with its massive construction

of roads, railways, power-
houses, telecommunication
networks etc. The WDR 1994
reveals that the economic
costs of not having adequate
transport infrastructure in
China during the past several
years amount to one per cent
ol China's GNP.

Growth and expansion of an
economy - generally occurs
through broadening and diver-
sifving of production. export
and import bases. This means
a surge of economic activities
that is bound to have an extra
pressure on the whaole set up
ol infrastructure. If infrastruc-
ture facilities cannol cope up
with the .dcmand [or infras-
tructure services, only a slow
down in the economic activi-
ties could e expected. The
result of this slow down any-
body can guess. In fact, avail-
ability of adequate infrastre
ture wourld raise productivy
and lower production cost by
wiiy ol facilitating in time de
livery of inputs and outputs.
minimising transportation and
storage costs and so on.

The impact of good infras-
tructure is more evident in ru-
ral area than urban area.
Access Lo infrastructure facili-
ties, particularly to transport
and irrigation, leave the rural
people better off in terms ol
agriculture production. in-
comes and labour demand and
health, As a whole, infrastruc-
fure is a necessary. although
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nol sullicient, precondition lor
growth — other resources
must have to be present as
well. It is also imperative Lo
mention that presence or ab-
sence of adequate infrastruc-

ture could distinctively de-
termine the success or failure
of a country's_march towards
economic growth and devel-

upl‘nt'fl
Thé Case of Bangladesh

Bangladesh., with and the
inhabitants ol more than 12
crore, is the most denscly
populated country in the
world. To provide minimum
services to this huge infantry
of population. there can be lit-
tle doubt that Bangladesh
should have vast infrastructural

facilities. Bul being poor, she
could not to have so.
Like most of er developiny

nations, Bangladesh has an in-
sufficient and inefficient eco-
nomic infrastructure. Also the
government has to bear most
of the burden of infrastructure
expenditure, although interna-
iional development agencies
are more generous to provide
her with financial assistance.
Private sector is still timid and
mostly shying off in any infras-
tructure adventure.

The WDR 1994 does not
ltve any good picture to offer
when it gives data related to
infrastructure of Bangladesh.
Since 1970, popiilation ot

B.angladesh  doubled but ex-
pansion of paved roads. railwn
Iracks or water Lransport voln
cles did not maich the popula-
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capita access Lo thes: syslcis
has virtually declined. In 1990,
nral length ol paved rpads
vrisis crossing the countries
was 6617 kms [from 3610
kms of 1970. The raillway
iracks remained nearly static
and had a tatal length of 2,892
kms in 1990. To be more pre

cise, in that year the rail traflic
per million $ GDP was only 41
kms. For Pakistan and India it
was 168 kms and 593 kms re-
spectively in the correspond-

ing year. The power sector is
logging extremely behind and
only 15 per cent ol the house-
holds al present are connecied
with electric lines while
Pakistan and India provided
electric cover to 31 and 54
per cent of their households in
1990. Only a few African coun

tries can match Bangladesh
the system losses in power
sector which stood a whoppineg
30 per cent of Lhe total outpul

So the scheme of total rural
elecirification by 2000 AD
seems Lo be an over ambitious
project. Only 2 persons out of
1000 have telephone lines.
Bangladesh has. thanks to the
NGOs also, done a remarkable
progress in providing drinking
waler to her people — 78 per
cent of the total population did
have access Lo safe water in
1990. Whereas only 12 per
cent had access to sanitation
in the same year. Irrigation is
yet to make a headway in
Bangladesh. through proper
water management could have
played a far better role.

But one could really be as-
lonished by the fact that
Bangladesh has for a long pe-
riod of time been one of the
major recipients ol foreign of
licial development assistance
(ODA]. Since 1985 to 199]
Bangladesh received an aggro
gate ol $ 11.3 billion as ODA
Of course, Bangladesh has
snie natural enemies like
llvods. cyclones, tornadoes aiul
they are causing havocs to in-
[rastructure in a recurring
nanner, but how far of the as-
sistance has been used in the
supposed areas/works is open
to everyone's assessment.

Conclusions

So the message of the WDR
1994 for Bangladesh is clear —
a lot needs to be done for th
infrastructure development 1
Bangladesh. This is reqgurired 1o
foster her economic growth =
well as to provide her popula
tion with the m infras-
tructure services. Private in-
vestments in the infrastructure
would be welcomed provided
they do not become all power-
ful to play with the lot of the
people as the private (rans:
porters ow are doiug willi the
pasgscuuci~ an cinghadesh
Indications ary  there tha
Isangladesh hias achieved a sort
of economic stability. Now the
rate and pace of growth need
to be fattened and quickened
to provide better standard ol
life to her people. Provisions
for adequate infrastructure
would no doubt provide an
added impetns Lo the whole
crowth prowess in Bangladesh,

The writer is proscntly car

“ryiiyg out his doctoral studies

r! Delhi School of Econonucs,
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Integrating the Disabled in
Development

by Monsur Ahmed Chowdhury

OCIO-economic  inte-
S gration of the disabled

people in the society
has to be achieved primarily
through political and social
actions which are virtually
absent in the developing
countries. In most cases, the
issue of welfare of the disabled
persons is totally absent in the
politico-economic and social
programmes of the party in
power or in opposition. Thus
political commitment for the
wellare ol the disabled seg-
ment in institutions like
Parliament or in such other fo-
rums is not made. And this on
substantial measure are taken
at  being lower levels to im-
prove the situation of the dis-
abled people.

In majority of the develop-
ing and least developed couri-
tries like Bangladesh, the an-
nual development plans is are
being prepared depending on
the commitment made by
donors to provide assistance.
50, in these development pro-
grammes food supply, agricul-
© ture, education, health anpd
family planning, industry and
development of the infrastruc-
ture are usually given the top
most consideration. Social wel-
fare in peneral and promotion
of services for the disabled
people in particular is gener-
ally slashed from the priority
list of the national socio-eco-
nomic development plan. If we
look at 1993-94 developmeint
budget of Bangladesh
Government, it is clearly evi-
dent.

In developing cougtries dis-
abled people who constitute
about 350 million of the esti-
mated 500 million world's dis-

abled population. belong to the
poorer section of the societv,

- Though we do not have any au-
- thentic statistics of the dis-

abled population in Bangla-
desh, it is generally estimated
that about 10 per cent of the
population are disabled,
according to (he varions sam-

ple surveys and studies, This
plight of misery is the result ol
the negalive social attitude to-
wards the disabled people.
This is one of the major barri-
ers in socio- economic integra-
tion. Integration of the dis-
abled people in the society di-
rectly commensurates with the
educational and rehabilitation
services available in the coun-

try. Such services are yel to
reach this large segment of the
disabled people lingering in
rural areas of Bangladesh. In a
few cases, even if the services.
are there, for those are inade-
quate the vast disabled popu

lace. They are confronted with
physical. social and psycholog-
ical barriers, which are again
the result of adverse attitude of
the society. The special and
specific needs of the disabled
people are not generally rec-
ognized by the planners, ad-
ministrators and the society as
a whole.

Sodio-economic integration
of the disabled people is a two-
way track in any society. The
general mass has to be aware
of the problems and needs of
Lhe disabled persons as well as
the members of the public
should be educated to accept
the disabled persons as parl-
ners in the family, in work
place and in the socio-eco-
nomic development process.
On the other- hand, the dis-

ahivd people themselves
shiould feel the necessity of
coming out from the social

stigma.
Population explosion in
Bangladesh may be singularly
identified as a major socio-
economic problem not only it
increase the number of dis-
abled, people both in absolate

and relative terin but also it
taxes on the resource alloca-
lion for wellare services. This
is how population boom is hin-
dering the process of integra-
tion.

Special attention of popula-
tion control, mother and child
health care, neo-natal and
post-natal care can not only
reduce the incidence of the
disability but also leave a posi-
tive indicator on the sociu-
economic integration ol the

tlisabled people in the long
un.

The demand ol the time is,
therefore, to activate the polii
ical forces, the elite and pres-
sure groups in our country
leading to a political concensus
for improve the quality of life
of the disabled population.
This would be the pre-condi-
tion for socio-economic inte-
gration of the disabled people.
On the other hand, public
awareness has to be created to
over-come the superstitutions
and social stigma about the
disabled people.

Creating such a positive al-

titude would be a stepping |

sione towards the integration
ol the disabled people in the
~uio-economic development.

The writer is director. Im-
pact Foundation. Bangladesh.

tion growth. It means the per
HE catastrophe in Rw-
anda has diverted at-

T tention from the threal

of famine in other parts of East
Africa. And that's good. say
food-aid critics in the United
States.

As human-made disasters

multiply in sub-Saharan Africa,

nmiore US politicians and com-
mentators are advocating that
African governments musi be
made 1o fend for themselves.

Although some individuals
have responded generously to
appeals for donations to
Rwandan refugees, the US
public is not in " charitable
mood in regard to Africa's
overall plight.

A number of US-based non-
governmenial organisations in-
volved in Alrican relief efforts
report a reduction in contribu-
Hons in recem vears, Officials
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Bee-Keeping: An Unexplored Prospect

by Rashed un Nabi and Dipak Mukherjee

ANY of the potential
M areas of rural nalural

resources still remain
outside the consideration even
of the people who claim
themselves as experis on
natural resource management.
Apiculture is one such area
which still does not receive
any institutional support. s
contribution “to economy and
human nutrition has not been
included in the national ac-
counting either. A few peopie
are aware that apiculture .
honey bee-keeping can nnili
ply the contribution of agricnl
ture and horticulture through

cross piodlination. Proshika
Manabik Unnavan Kendra — a
non uovernmpental develop-

e organisation has intro
diced a scientific method ol
honev bee-keeping as an fmn-
ployv ient and income gencrat-
img venture at the rural level.

Iraditionally, a considerahle
quaiitity of honey and w.x is
being collected from wild hees
in the [orest areas. Bul
Proshika intended to domesti
cate the wild scatteredness. |t
underscores the importance of
exploring local resource pn
tential and combine the eflor
with its poverty alleviation ac
tions. Initially bee-keeping was
conisidered as subsidiary in-
come source of the poor bene
ficlary groups of Proshika,
Since 1989, Proshika's cover-
age ol honey bee-keeping in
cluded 210-village in 24
thanas. About 1.000 benefi
ciary-farmers (including 382
female) now have been nurtur-
ing 1586 beehives.
Bew-keeping requires a very
little knowledge regarding

Kex ;Jll;lf,l beehite i

good location ol the beo
colonies and haliits ol bees.
I'rushika provides its group
members with some prelimi-
nary training on the bee-
keeping techniques and a
moderate amount of loan (Taka
| 000- 1300) for inputs such as,
bechives, queen gate, gloves,
net and hat (musk) etc. to be
gin with the cultivation.

| Keeping beehive has multi-

Televised Starvation
Food Aid Critics

Kevin J. Kelley writes from Washington

say that the drop resulis from
“donor f[atigue” as increasing
numbers of Americans become
inured to the regularly tele-
vised spectacle of starving
African children.

No-one is suggesting thai
masses of Rwandans should be
allowed to die. But there ap-
pears to be growing accep-
tance of the contention that
Western food aid should be
provided only in the most dire
situations — such as Rwanda's.

A few critics of traditional
development programmes
Liave been putting forward that

Hunger and glut

view for some time. Ancd while
it remains a minorily opinion
rejected by top policymakers.
opponents of famine relief are
winning more media altention.

In publications such as the

New* York Times thov ardue
that Western lood donativas Lo
Cthes Phicd Workd Baooe local
larmers by driving lon crop

prices, This acis s a disincen-
tive for farmers, which trans-
lates into reduced output. The
spiral, critics argue, virtually
ensures that food emergencies
will recur whenever a vulnera-
“addrea is stricken by droucht.

e T )
e rmrmr e

|

i

|

1 wivesiard el

farionis effect on the ecosvstem

aul nutrition status. It s ples

delicious fresh honey.  wv
duces wax as s by-prodic;
and provides valuable service
for crops. Floral crops. for ex-
ample, mustard and other oil
seed crops. pulses. and fruits
witness a higher yield as a re-
sult of cross-pollinating activi-
ties.

More significantly. incen-
tives from honey and wax pro-

uetion imolivates peopnde Lo
prommale hortieulyvire il
prlonrrigomn vheretw infloers g
tpeor s ccologie al balanee

A larmer keeping 2 hives

can pwoduce on an average 18
200 kg honey a year which i~
worth of 2000-2400 taka. A
larmer needs to spare only a
hour a week lor nurturing two
hives which can easily be
maintained without disrupting
his/her daily routine. A full
time skilled worker with ade-
rjuite professional training on
apiculture assist the farmers in
the programme villages.

lloney production bears
se.sonal variation containing
dillerent amount of waler
Waler is added by the worker
hees' and use it as food and
during hot period. Farmers ex-
Iract honey measuring water
level by refractometer. These
facilitates of identifying
sonirces of pollen. for example,
mustard or any other fruit
irees ete. have ensured the
lreshness sand deliciousness of
honev. In the last five years
Muoshika beneficiaries pro
dinwed 28,157 kg honey from
| 587 colonies worth of Taka
3.66(» 410 {(at the rate of 1U)
iaka jwr kyl

Proshik. leter
T i

mines the grade ol honey aiul
then distributes it to market.
I'his is rare in honey market-
ing in Bangladesh.
Apiculture Research
Proshika initiated a collabo-
rative on-farm research with
Crop Diversification Prograi
me [(CDP) for working ol
combination of crop diversi
ficaion and keeping honevbee

Reinforces

In the case of a compara-
Lively better-off country such
A= Kenya, "food aid should 1
e provided.” says US aulhor
and agriculture specialist
James Bovard. "Kenya should
be cut off completely,” agrees
Michael Maren, a New York-
based writer and former reliel
worker in East Africa.

Despite the current drought
in East Africa, most countries
there have the potential to
feed themselves, Maren main-
lains. In some instances, he
says, available crops are being
exported "for the personal
profit” of politically influential
indiyiduals. Large parcels of
arable land are meanwhile be-
ing given over to cultivation ol
export commodities such as
coffee or tea because these
crops also enrich an elite
Maren adds.

Corruption plays a major
part in exacerbaling [food
shortages. the critics charge:
agricultural mismanagemen! in
many African ecountries Iis
partly attributable to self-ag
grandisement by governmernt
officials. |

A certain proportion ol
emergency food shipments
from the West will always be
diverted into the hands of the
rich and powerful. add Maren
and Bovard.

"1 don't think you should let
people stare (o death just to

capecialiv

Varen say= That s

true for caliomities  likt
Rwanda's The dilemma,
though, is that the politicians

will keep behaving the same
way il you continue to bail
them out.

Leading US peliticians du
not share Maren s analysis

Apicuiture research of Pro-
shik, began in 1988 when a

wedish NGO Swilllows sho-
wed inlerest to work ia he
. Proshika s field. This research
pru'rm mainly focused on
divisiveness of colonies and
pest control (beetles, meoths
etc.| along with the objectives
to improve colony multiplica-
tion process feeding prepara-
tion and uses. hive design and
appropriate management. The
research ﬂrl‘.'li.n‘l are dissemi-
nated to the farmers through
formal and informal traiming
and extensien services.
Proshika feels that this partic-
vlar area of rural resowrce is
«1ill neglecied and more re-
search should be devoted to it
to enhance the scientific ca-
pairity of this method. In view
ui this objective. Proshika has
made an agreensent wilh
Swallows to comtinue this re-
search programes up to | 996
This research a wvities will
rxtended o 'wo operatien ar
eas of Proshika namely Norail
and Sreepur and its Central
Training Centire. An expert of
Swallows has been volunteer
ing Proshika in Proshika's re
seurch ﬂ{'”ﬂlﬂ'ﬁi

lin the context of poverty
ridden Bangladesh. need fur
exploring this type ol produx
tion and Income generation
sources can hardly be exag-
geraled. The micro level anti-
poverty actions should be more
attentive to look into the pos-
sibrlities and optimum utilisa
tipn of rural natural resources
Bee keeping is a boon for such
verture as it does not involve
any imperative of landholding

el thw brsvestomemt s nrwler-

pholo o Proshika
ate Surprisingly. 1 spite ol iis
inunense scope ol involving

women who are deprived ol
cmployment opportunilies,
Proshika has not yel been suc-
cessful to increase the women
participation in this activities.
[riversion of attention may
hrinmg about progressive growth
of ilis programme.

I'he writers are associated
with Proshika. a national NGO.

Even +if some privately ac-
ktiowledge the logic of his ar
ginent, they do not publiciy
iIiverge from the position Lthat-
requests for food aid must be
met in ¥imely and generous
fashion.

Oslensibly well-intentioned
responses are especially char-
acteristic of Democratic ad-
ministrations. President Bill
Clinton, for example, - has
pledged on several receni oc-
casions to devote more atten-
tion and resources Lo devel-
opment initiatives in sub
Saharan Alrica.

His expressions of coneceri
are prompted partly by politi-
cal pressure exerted by
African-American politicians
and activists, whose influence
is much greater with
Demnocratic than with Republic
adniinistrations.

J. Brian Atwood. head of the
US Agency for International
Development (USAID), has said
repeatedly that Washington
must do more both to elimi-
nate the causes of famine and
to prevent hunger-related
deaths whenever emergencies
do develop. '

[ISAID's stance is deler-
mined as much by self-interesi
an economic motives as by al

fruism, according fo Bovard
Fhis argutient is ol agency
SR TN L IPIGN | M
stake in pressing lor larger
b ni ey enditu: for lood
rchiel.

Charinable agencies such as

World Vision and governimen
tal organisatinns like USAID
have also introduced reforms
in their programmes, Natsios
says., so that reliel shipments
o jonger have the effect of
discouraging local grain pro-
duction. Donors can thus he
assured, he suys. that their
contributions will 1» pul 10 ef-
lective long-terim vse
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The writer is a fredlnnee
Amertcan writer and a jormer
Editor of the international af
fairs journal Toward Freedom.



