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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina visits
injured Nasim

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina visited injured
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim at the PG
Hospital yesterday evening.
Hasina also visited the Dhaka
Medical Hospital to see
the of other leaders
and workers wounded in

l. Galileo Still Baske in

Bangladesh Railway has de-
cided to run twe inter-city

trains on its weekly off-day to-
day in view of the road trans-

port strike. railway sources
sald yesterday The trains are
Chittagong bound "Mahanagar
Purabi' from Dhaka and Dhaka
bound Turna-Nishitha' from
The trains will run
as per their present time
achedule. reports BSS

Gunshots heard
on DU campus

Al least four gunshots were
fired on the Dhaka University

of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujitngr Rahman Hall and Ziaur
Rahusls: Hall while a Awami
League procession was passing
throudgh the nearby roafi. re
ports UNB

2 shops gutted

[ ]

in Moulvibazar

MOULVIBAZAR. Sept i0
Two shops were gutted and

another one damaged partly in
a fire at Paschim Bazar of

1 (retd)

BaLun wm]dmg pnhcemen prevent an:twlqtﬁ and Ieaderu crf t.he PLWHI'[}I League f'rc-m hreakmg a mad barricade near the

DHAKA S_I._ILJDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1994

Matshya Bhaban in the city yesterday.

Over 200 injured, 131 arrested

Violence marks 'Dhaka

swge programme

Violent clashes between the
police and the agitators in the
city vesterday marked the
‘Dhaka Siege programme an-
nounced by the opposition par-
ties in support of their de-
mand for national elections
under a caretaker government.

Over two hundred people
including opposition leaders,
workers, newsmern and police
personnel were injured in the
clashes when opposition ac

Lvists . dtied 10y enloses llig amiailn ot the

‘siege’ vmi.:ting government
restrictions.

Opposition Chief Whip and
Awami League leader Moha-
mamad Nasim. former AL MP
Ferdous Zaman Mukul and
Jatiya Party (JP) leader Col
Abdul Malek were
among the injured. Nasim and
Ferdous were admitted to the
PG Hospital with serious in-
juries.

" Photographer Shahadat
Hosesain of a daily suffered bul-
let wounds in his collar bone
while police constable Sha-

A mob damag:e_*d the fence of

programme
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hidul Islam was hit by a bullet
in his stomach.

Police arrested 131 persons
from Motijheel and Ramna ar-
eas in connection with the vio-
lence and filed specific cases
against them.

Awami League and Jatiya
Party called the ‘siege’ sepa-
rately to press home the de-
mand for holding of national
polls under a caretaker gov-
ernment. Jamaat-e-Islami held
nor .gqt: ol
Baitul Mukarram in after-
noon supporting the demand.

The AL had planned to con-
centrate its "siege activities on
the roads approaching the
Secretariat and hold a rally in
front of the Jatiyva Presa Club
while JP's plan was to lay siege
in Purana Paltan and Motijheel
arcas.

Police put up barricades on
all the roads leading towards
the Secretariat and thousands
of police and BDR personnel
were deployed around it
Holding of rallies and proces-

the E:uiu'nward:,r Uddyan du.rl-rulg }eawrdavh

sions near the Secretariat
were earlier banned by Dhaka
Metropolitan Police for 24
hours beginning Friday night.
Major clashes between the
agitators and the police took
place in Purana Paltan, Bijoy
Nagar, Bangabandhu Avenue,
Gulistan, Star Gate of Ramna
Park and the adjoining areas.
Police lobbed about 100
tear gas shells and fired rubber
bullets on anti-government
OneLr IEII'E cgme
R Y W o
the barbed-wire barricades.
Home-made bombs, crackers
and brickbats were also
thrown at the positions of the
law enforcing agency person-
el
Chase and counter-chase
between police and agitators
coupled with continuous firing
and explosions kept the whole
area highly tense for nearly
three hours. Tear gas smoke
filled the area for a long time.
The leaders and activists of
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Struggle will
continue,
says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina has called a
series of hartals including a
dawn-to-dusk shutdown
Tuesday to force the govern-
ment to resign and pave the
way for general elections un:
der a caretaker government.

Hasina. Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament and
Awami League [AL) Chief. gave
call at a news conference after

Sec Page 12 Col 4

Hasina addressing press
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Govt itself
enforced
siege: JpP

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party leaders said
yesterday that the government
action in a bid ta foil the
'‘Dhaka slege’ reflected its
‘'weakness and loss of credibil-
ity and legitimacy.’

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party office, they
said that it was the govern-
ment which enforced the
‘slege’ by blocking all the ma-
jor roads in the city yesterday.

Acting chiefl of the JP
Mizhnur Rahman Cheowdhury,
Moudud Ahmed and Kazi Zafar
Ahmed spoke at the press
conference. Monirul Hug
Chowdhury, Syed Tareq, Mah-
bubul Huq Delon and Ruhul
Amin Hawlader were also pre-
sent.

conference.

Mizan Chowdhury an-
nounced a three-day hartal
programme [rom today to

See Page 12 Col 3

Despite excellent prospects
for increasing export of agri-
cultural products. the coun
try's current paltry export
level of fruits and vegetables
declined by staggering B2 per
cent between 1987-92

Aceording to a recent re
port, Bangladesh is unable to
tap the polential due to the ab
sence of a long termi, well-co
ordinated national plan 1o de-
velop a sustained agricultural
diversification programme

‘Bangladesh has consider
able potential to increase the
production of conventional and
non-conventional fruils veg
~tables as well as aguatic re-
sources.” says the report based
on a survey conducted by e
Japan International Coope
rationn Agency (JICA] "Expor
of fruits. vegetables. cut flow
ers, spices and condiments
and rice from Bangladesh con
stitute hey areas in agriculiure

Star Report

which will not only bring about
desired changes in diver
sification of the production
base but also in the export
programme.

The survey reporwy on "Ex-
port Possibility of Agr rultural
Products 1in Bangindeuh
contains details about existing
production levels. problemns in
marketing and distribukion,

export market prospects, and
suggests initiating a long term
national plan geared towards a
production cum export orien-
ted programme

Completed recently the fi
nal report was handed over to
Agriculture Minister Major
(seneral (Retd) Majedul Hug
last week

With agricultural exports
accounting lor only 0.8 pe:
cent of the country's total ex-
ports, Bangladesh, along with
Cambodia and Nepal are
among the few developing

countries in Asia where agri-
exports lag far behind agri-im-
ports.

Citing Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO)] statistics,

the JICA report notes that per
capita agri-exports of Bang-
ladesh stands at a paltry 2.97
US dollars compared to 7.22
dollars in Vietnam, 13.55
dollars in China, 12.33 dollars
in Pakistan, 40 dollars in Sri
Lanka. 31 dollars in the
Philippines and 122 dollars it
Thailand.

The country's existing lim-
ited export of fruits and veg-

etables declined from 17.9
- million dollars in 1987 to only
3 3 million dollars in 1992

Imadeguate production of qual
ity “fruits and vegetables, cou-
pled with high production
costs and airfreight charges
and lack, of aircargo space and
the faflure of timely supply to
export mariet had a discoura

ging impact on the entire ex-
port performance the report
Savs.

During the 1987-92 period
the growth of agri-exports
stood at 25 per cent in India
133 per cemt in Indonesia. 79
per cent in Malaysia, 380 per
cent in Myanmar, 2| per cent
in Sri Lanka, 61 per cent in
Thailand and 71 per cent even
in Saudi Arabia

The JICA survey also car-
ried out a market survey of
Dubai and Singapore (o assess
the possibilities of agri ex
ports. The report identifies
immediate prospecis in ex
porting potatoes, ltomatoes,
pineapples, bananas. mangos,
litchis and perhaps orchids in
the future

it also points out! that the
local exporters can also tap the
markets In countries where
there are a sizeable number of

See Page |2 Col |
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and the day after

By Staff Correspondent

Three major Opposition
parties have called hartals to-
day. tomorrow and the day
after.-

They gave the hartal calls to
protest. what they said, police
actions during yesterday's
Dhaka siege programme and to
force the ruling party-to accept
the demand for a caretaker
government.

According to the pro-
gramme announced separately
by the Awami League, the
Jatiya Party, and the Jamaat-e-
Islami — a half-day (5am-2pm)
hartal would be observed in
Dhaka today, another half-day
[6am-2pm) hartal in five divi-
sional cities, including Dhaka.
on Monday and a day-long
countrywide hartal on
Tuesday. .

AL chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina announced the
three-day consecutive hartal
programmes at acrowded press
conference at the Jativa Press
Club yesterday afternoon.

An identical programme

was announced by Jamaat sec-
retary general Matiur Rahman
Nizami at a post-siege rally
near the Baitul Mukarram
mosque. The Jatiya Party's act-
ing chief, Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury announced a simi-
lar programme at a separate
press conference at the Mogh-
bazar party office in the eve-
ning.

Meanwhile, Jamaat will
hold its post-hartal rally today
at 4pm at north gate af Baitul
Mukarram.”

Opposition sources said, the
hartal programme was fi-
nalised after telephonic con-
versation among the three
party leaders.

The sources said, the hartal

might be extended

if the police action continues

and violence breaks out during
the three-day programme.

"The opposition parties are
united to face the repressive
measures unleashed by the
ruling party.,” one Opposition
leader said.

position call
ignored: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Bangladesh Nat-
fonalist Party (BNP) said
yesterday the people had ig-
nored the Opposition call to
lay a siege to the capital as part
of their anti-government agita-
tion.

“The people did not re-
spond to their call. We saw

{ how many people participated

in the so-called Dhaka siege
programme,” BNF Secretary
General Abdus Salam Talukder
told The Daily Star.

"It was as if a hartal, not a

“siege, which multiplied pubiic

sulferings.” he added.

He said, the people had
Eoted fprythe ion "MPs
S0 thad they" eould help solve

their problems through dis-

cussion in Parliament but in-
stead they took to the streets.

He alleged that the
Opposition programmes are
aimed at creating ‘chaos and
confusion’ to hamper devel-
opment and foreign invest-
ment.

About the hartal pro-
grammes called " by the
Opposition. Salam Talukder
said ‘It is their programme.
The people will judge whether
it is good or bad for the coun-

try.’ -

He said; the ruling party
still kept open its door for a
dialogue to resolve the political
impasse.

About the allegation of po-
lice excesses, the BNP
Secretary Geéneral said police
have done an excellent job.
They showed utmost restraint
and responded only to protect
the lives and property of the
people.”

- Salam Talukder said the
governimment would take nec-

essary steps to maintain peace
despite the Opposition hartal
call.

- Press Note

125 arrested,
11 cops injured

Police yesterday arresied
125 persons from different ar-
eas of the city for their in-
volvement in various unlawful
and violent activities, reports
BSS.

Eleven . police personnel
were injured in clashes with

aggressive people when they
' See Page 12 Col 7

‘Hartals today, tomorrow

Oil exploration in Ctg region
Loan accord with 2 foreign
firms likely next month

By Shaner Khan

» A loan agreement with two
foreign companies Is likely to
be initialled in the second
week of next month for explo-
ration of gas and oil in
Chittagong region and devel-
opment of Samutang gas field,
sources said.

The government has already
held negotiations in this re-
gard with the Cairn Plc of
Scotland and the Holland Sea
Search.

The two cumpa.nju, jointly
proposed a development plan
for the Samutang gas field. lo-
cated in Chittagong Hill Tracts
{CHT).

As per their a 25
km pipeline will be Iﬂd from

1 the S8amutang field to supply

gas to the Karmmaphuli Fertilizer
Frﬂ:npan}r [HAFC.DI — which

will need some 61.5 million
cubic feet per day from
December.

The companies also pro-
posed to supply gas to the na-
tional grid from Samutang
through Chittagong-Bakhrabad
gas line. This would help meet
the demand for gas in
the immediate future.

Samutang., having an esti-
maied gas reserve of around
one trillion cft, is one of the
six gas fields in which the gov-

ernment decided to allow pri-.

vate investment a few months
ago.
The two companies, which

were permitted to explore the
coast of the Bay of Bangal near
Cox's Bazar and Sandwip had
earlier submitted their pro-

See Page 12 Col 8

Agri-exports fall by 82 pc in 5 years| BSC plans to procure

ten more vessels

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 10:
The Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation will procure ten
more vessels, including a
mother tanker, by the year
2000 as part of the plan to
expand its services.

Talking to newamen here

today. the Managing Director
of BSC, SAM Igbal said. these
vessels would cost around 100
million US dollars.
- The BSC will procyre one
mother tamnker, six feeder ves
sels and three multtpurpw
ships, he said.

To expand the services, the
BSC is now conducting a fleet
planning study which Iis ex-
pected to be completed by
December this year.

The BSC has already started
sending ships to CIS countries.
Karachi and Bander Abbas the
MD said adding eflorts were

now underway to open new
routes to Gulf states

By November this year the
BSC would open a route to
South Africa to carry jute
goods and fertilizers. "We are

also trying to introduce two
more vessels on the Mongla
Colombo route for continuing
the existing feeder service be-
tween Chittagong and
Singapore”, the managing di
rector said.

With the introduction ol the
feeder service by BSC. foreign
shipping companies can no
longer rn‘Lny moenopoly on
trade in the Bay Bengal.
the managing director said.

He hoped, the BSC's com-
mercial : viability would
tremendously increase in near
future if it could expand its
network

See Page 12 Col 8
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PM revi
reviews
. I l L
By Staff Correspondent
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday held a
meeting with some of her

cabinet colleagues to review
the situation after the opposi-

tion’'s 'Dhaka Siege' pro-
gramme,
"We are convinced the

people ignored the opposition
call for a siege of Dhaka", one
minister who attended the
meeting told The Daily Star on
condition of anonymity.

The two and a half hour
meeting at the PM's Tejgaon
office was attended by BNP

' Secretary General and LGRD

Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Irrigation Minister
Majid-ul Huq, Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman. Foreign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman, Telecommunication
Minister Tariqul Islam, Energy
Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain and
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury was not present at
the meeting.

See Page 12 Col 3

100 injured as
soccer fans
clash in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 10:
some 100 people were injured
in vielence at the Chittagoag
Stadium this morning.

Ten of them were admitted
to hospitals and private clinics.

Police and witnesses said.
hundreds of soccer fans, went
on the rampage damaging wve-
hicles and the stadium office.

The trouble began when the
Shakpura Ideal High School
team of Boalkhali thana beat
the Kadalpur High School team
of Raozan thana by 3-0 goals.

‘The clash which started at
the stadium gallery soon sp-
read to the surrounding areas.
The panic-stricken spectators
ran for salety. The traffic mo-
vement n front of the stadium
camme (o @ halt for sometime.

Police rushed to the spot
and brought the situation un-
der control. Police said none
was arrested.

Govt accepts
political
defeat: Jamaat
By Staff Correspondent

Jamaat-e-Islami secretary
general Matiur Rahman Nizami
said yesterday the government
had accepted a 'political de-
feat’ by resorting to repres-
sive measures against the op-
position parties who observed
a 'Dhaka siege programme on
the day.

*In its attempt to foil the
Opposition prbgramme, the
government has sieged the
whole country by obstructing
people from participating In
rallies and agitations,” he said.
adding "It's a denial of their
democratic rights.”

Addressing a public meet-
ing at near the Baitul
Mokarram mosque after the
"Dhaka Siege' programme of
the Awami League and the
Jatiya Party, Nizami alleged
that the government had cho-
sen the path of oppression to
foil the Oppositions current
agitation for holding general
elections under a caretaker
administration. The govern-
ment would have to face the

See Page 12 Col 3

Transport strike

aimed at foiling
' ot '
Dhaka siege
By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Federation in a state-
wment vesterday condemned
the strike call by the BNP-
backed transport owners as

sociation saying it was aimed at
loiling he Dhaka siege pro-

gramme
The statement issued by ita
président Manzurul Ahsan

Khan and general secretary
Bhushan Ghosh alleged that
hoodlums belonging to the
owners association attacked

several vehicles, transport
workers and passengers in
Joydevpur Narayvanganj.

Narshingdi and at other places

The workers leaders said
the federation does not sup-
port the siege programme
called by the Awami League,
Jatiya Party and .Jamaat e
Islami. But the way the ruling
party is dealing with the mat-
ter is affecting the workers,
the country and the BNF itself,

said :
called upon the trans

port owners, workers and the

passengers to resist the ‘evi]



