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Stich wobbles into semis

NEW YORK. Sept
4 Michael Stich

#| double-faulted 15  third-set tiebreaker. suc-  about his mistakes. He chan- | !€nnis ace Martina Navratilova

'} Hmes in his wo-  cumbed to tiredness and lost  ged his shoes near the end of | Won Spain's coveted Prince of

rst match yet at his rhythm as the match wore the first set. changed his Asturias sports prize Friday for

the US Open, but  on. rackets several times, but | dominating her sport for more

“still managed to stutter-step Stich's loss in  the couldn’t change the way he than ten years, reports AP.

*Iﬂl.ﬂ the semifinals, reports AP.  tiebreaker cost him his first was playing. International Olympic Co-

The highe¢st-seeded man  set of the tournament. and the "The Sampras match took a | MMttee chairman Juan An-
left in the tournament, the No  way he was serving it seemed lot out of me." Yzaga said. " tonio Samaranch, v_irhu headed
4 Stich crealed trouble for he could quickly lose another, was sore yesterday and I was the prize -Iur-":',' praised Navra- :

himself and got plenty from  But he broke Bjorkman to take * sore today. It was hard." tilova as the "legendary tennis

young Swede Jonas Bjorkman
before escaping with a 6-4, 6-
4, 6-7 [7-9). 6-4 victory Thu-
rsday night.

Stich's next opponent is
Karel Novacek., who served 28
aces to beat Jaime Yzaga 6-2.
6-7 (7-8). 6-1. 5-7. 6-3 and
reach his first Grand Slam
semifinal after 30 early exits.

Andre Agassi and Todd
Martin will play in the other
semifinal Saturday.

Stich, the 1991 Wimbledon
champion, had never gone past
the quarters at the US Open.
There were times in this
match when it seemed he
wouldn't make it this time.

"l was serving very. very
badly.” said Stich, whose dou-
ble-faults more than offset his
13 aces against the player who
knocked out Stefan Edberg.

1994

by serving erratically. Stich.
who also blew a 5-2 lead in the

a 3-1 lead in the fourth set
OVErcame One Imore poor ser-
vice game, and broke him
again for the match with a lob
that Bjorkman leaped to hit
with a backhand overhéad and
tapped just wide.

Novacek, a 29-vear-old from
the Czech Republic who logs
more miles and plays more
tournaments tham anyone else,
reliéd on his serve to get him
out of trouble as he scdred a
viclory over the man whao

upset defending champion

errors and carrying on a non-
stop conversation with himself

Novacek, who hit 78 un-
forced errors while playing
mostly fromr the baseline,
wasn't much livelier. Appa-
rently bored fans talked on
cellular telephones d read
newspapers, rﬂusmgn only to
cheer Novacek at the end of a
3 1-2 hour match.

But none of that really mat-
tered to Novacek, who was
happy to get this far. In five
previous US Opens, he never
gol past the third round.
Despite his height — at 6-foot-
3 (1.87 metres) he towered
eight inches (20 c¢m] over
Yzaga — Novacek's style is best
on clay, and hardcourts have
rarely been kind to him.

Ranked 56th. Novacek has
been a professional since
1984. He's always been a good
enough player to threaten the

‘Spanish city.

Navratilova
honoured

OVIEDO, Spain, Sept 9: US

champion who, with 18 Grand
Slam titles, has been at the
head of world tennis for ‘more
than a decade.”

Considered the Spanish-
speaking world's equivalent of
Nobel Prize, eight Prince of
Asturias prizes in different
fields are awarded each fall at a
ceremony in this northern
The winners are
named periodically beginning
in spring.

Prince Felipe of Asturias,
Lhe heir to the Spanish throne,
presents the prizes, which in-
clude* five million pesetas (dlrs
38.000) and a sculpture by
Spanish artist Joan Miro.
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He Clhnng uf China begins her quest for the women's 400
September 7. He finished first for her country's sixth gold i

-metre gnld at the World Swimming Lhampmnsh:ps in Rume on
in swimming with a time of 1:00.57.

— AFP photo

Van Almsick makes it, Hase doesn't

ROME, Sept 9:

1:01.49 just got her into the

Wednesday, swam 1:09.37 to

the ‘World Championships

"Right now I'm really, really best but just never came close : Franzi Van Almsi- final ahead of American swim- be fastest ualifier for the 100

tired. All the credit to in the Grand Slams. getting ROME, Sept 9: Greg ck, Germany's .mer Amy Van Dyken, who final 50qu R iy e While the Chinese were

Bjorkman. the way he kept only as far the quarterfinals at | 2\T°PPel of Canada and Melissa 200 freestyle go- swam 1:01.53. Penny Heyns finished just be-  posdatt— four g fory shns
Il W e ;

fighting. He never gave up. Not the 1987 French Open. n]{lf- j‘f kﬂg';’;;w‘f {n:_ d:‘; 1d medalist and Van Dyken also fished third  hind Riley in the same heat ,ndhone bro mf sy g gl

many guys are doing that. It was the dream destina- taﬁce b e e %.r it world record bre- in her heat behind Liu Limin, and was second fastest. events, and Russia grabbed one

"Today 1 played my worst
match of the Open. But it's
very important to me that |
miade it into the semis, that I
stayed in there."

Stich knew his perfor-
mance: would not convince
many people he could win this
tournament, but he didn't
much care.

"Let everybody think Aga-
ssi's supposed to win," Stich
said.

"1 like that.”
*  He cruised in the first two

sets, held a 4-2 lead in the
third, but let Bjorkman back in

MICHAEL STICH

FPete Sampras in the fourth
round.

After playing so well against
Sampras, Yzaga played sloppily
and slow, spraying 73 un fﬂrt:f‘d

tion to break the quarterfinals
of the Grand Slams, and | am
endlessly happy that I did it
today.” Novacek said. "l won 13
tournaments. [ have been
playing Davis Cup. |1 have been
‘playing Masters. I have been
playing everything basically
that exists in tennis. but 1
never went to play semifinal of
Grand Slams."

Elna Renaich and Patrick
Galbraith won the mixed dou-
bles final, beating the top-
seeded team of Jana Novotna
:.md Todd Woodbridge  6-2,

r Y NEW YORK, Sept

: If winning the

US Open is a test
of endurance,
| then Arantxa San-

chez Viecaro has

Vicario has played 35 matches,
singles and doubles, and
reached every possible final in
five tournamenis in four coun-
lries.

OUn Friday., Sanchez Vicario,

's down to the last four

ing to Monica Seles, and was
ousted in the semifinals in
both 1993 and 1990.

"She's plaving better than in
the past, and she is getting
more confidence," Sanchez

Swimming Championships on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Streppel, 10th when the
event was first held at the
1991 Perth World Cham-
pionships in the Swan River in
Australia, took the gold in the
men's race by just five seconds
from 18-year-old Australian
David Bates.

Streppel, 26, completed
the 25 kilometres course off
the coast from San Felice
Circeo harbour to Terracina in
[ive hours 35 minutes 26.56
seconds.

Bates took the silver in
5:36:31.70 with Russia's Alexei
Akatiev clinching the bronze in
5:37:26.43.

American defending cham-
pion Chad Hudeby could man-
age only seventh place in
5:43:07.43.

Cunningham won the
women's race by a far maqre

aker, squeezed into the 100
butterfly final by a whisker and
Dagmar Hase, the swimmer
she controversially replaced in
the freestyle final, lost out
again in the 800, reports AP.

In another bizarre twist to
the Van Almsick-Hase switch,
it was ironic that the 16-year-
old 200-metre titlist should
just make it into the butterfly
final as eighth fastest by 0.04
and that Hase, who dropped
out so she could swim the 200,
was 0.03 away from qualifying
in her event.

Hase also was ninth fastest
in the 400. at which she is
Olympic champion, and failed
to make that either. Although

she collected a silver medal in

the 800 relay, she wound up
without a race in an individual
final.

Van Almsick won the 200
final in world record time after
failing to qualify. She was ninth

fastest in the world this year,
and Australia's Susan O'Neill,
but was ninth fastest.

Another American, Jenny
Thompson, made it to the final
as fifth quickest in 1:00.79.

World record holder Janet,
Evans was fastest qualifier for
the 800 final in 8:31.91, al-
most half a second ahead
China's Luo Ping, who finjshed
behind her in the same heat.

Hase finished fourth in her
heat, won by Costa Rican 200
and 400 bronze medalist
Claudia Poll, and clocked
8:40.98. For the second time
in a row that
ninth fastest time and no place
in the final.

Japan's Akira Hayashi was
the surprise quickest qualifier
for the men's 200 breast-
stroke, almost 1 1/2 seconds
ahead of the rest.

He won his heat in 2:13.94
and the second fastest was

gave her the-

But there was no place in
the final for Rebecca Browm.
100 breaststroke world record
holder, who placed fourth in
her heat and 14th overall.

The Brazillan quartet of
Ferfiando Sherer, Teofilio
Ferreira, Andr& Teixeira and
100 bronze medalist Gustavo
Borges were fastest in the 400
freestyle relay heats.

The Brazilians clocked
3:21.39 while the American

team to Ugur Taner, Scott -

Jett, Chris Eckerman and Josh
Davis were second fastest in
3:21.69.

Becky Dyroen-Lancer won
the United States' second goild
medal of the championships
when she placed first in the
solo synchronised swimming

Dyroen-Lancer., who also
competes in the duet and team
events Saturday and Sunday.
collected 191.040 points to

of each colour, the US strug-
gled to its worst finish ever at
a World Championships.

Coach Ron O'Brien main-
tained his squad's propensity
for fourth did not disappoint
him.

"It's encouraging from the
standpoint that we have a lot of
young divers," he said.

In the women's highboard,
Mary Ellen Clark and Eileen
Richetelli were second and
third, respectively. after quali-
fying. _

But they faded in the final,
with Richetelli ending up
fourth. So did Mark Bradshaw,
the only diver to have com-
peted at a world champi-
onships before, in the 3-metre
springboard.

Karen Dalton, second after
qualifying, just missed the
medals in the women's 3-me-
tre springboard and Cheril
Santini was fourth in the 1

to be a strong favourite to seeded second. will play Nou 8 Vicario said of Sabatini. "But comfortable margin, complet- fastest behind®* Hase but her Russia's Andrei Ivanov in beat Japan's Fumiko Okuna ¢
capture the year's final Grand Sabatini and top-seeded Graf. I'm going to play my own ing the course nearly two min- countrywomen stepped aside 2:15.42. with Canada's Lisa Alexander I!EUBHE mEarLl ” i
Slam tournament. reporis AP. will take on No 7 Novotna. The games, be aggre:sswe and see utes faster than Hungary's Rita to let the colourful® teenager, Hungary's Karoly Guttler, picking up the bronze. an €y won Dronze in

Gabriela Sabatini took 20
days off following her fourth-
round disappointment at
- Wimbledon. A bad knee caused
Steffi Graf to skip Hilton Head
Island. SC, and she pulled out
of an exhibition the week be-
fore the Open because of back
spasms, while Jana Novotna
withdrew from a tournament
early in the yeéar with a shoul-

wiriners will play Saturday with
dirs 550.000 awaiting the
champion.

Only two of this year's three
Grand Slam tournament win-
ners have a shot at the US
Open Uue; Graf won the Aus-
tralian Open. Sanchez Vicario
the French Open. Wimbledon
champion Conchita Martinez
was beaten here in the third

what happens.”

Sanchez Vicario has been
aggressive her entire career.
And she's always been one of
the busiest players on the tour.
(Coming inte the Open, she had
a D58-8 record in singles.

Novotna almost won
Wimbledon last year, when she
was five points away from de-
fratlng Graf, only to lose.

Kovacs.

Title-holder Shelley Taylor-
Smith, a fellow Australian. had
to settle for bronze this time a
further three minutes behind.

Cunningham won in
2:45:25.04. with Kovacs seec-
ond in 5:90:13.66 and Taylor-
Smith third in 5:53:12.83.

Hall in world

who has some dirs 4 million in
commercial deals, swim the
race.

In the butterfly heats, Van

- Almsick, who won two individ-

ual silver medals at age 14 at

| the*1982 Olympics, was tHird

in her heat bhehind China's Qu
Yun and Dutch swimmer Inge
De Bruun. But her time of

world record holder for the
100 breaststroke, made it as
third fastest but a surprise
non-qualffier was Australia's
Phil Rogers. world short-
course record holder, who fin-
ished third in his heat and
11th quickest overall.

- Samantha Riley, winner of
the 200 breaststroke on

Tom Dolan was the first
American to win a gold here in
Tuesday's 400 swimming med-
ley, setting a world record in
the final.

The diving competition
ended Thursday with the
United States taking home just
one medal — a bronze — and
four fourth-place finishes frmn

the championships’ first event,
the 1 metre springboard. Afte:
that, nothing

China's gold streak was
snapped at four Thursday, as
Russian Dmitry Sautin pro-
duced a stunning backward |
1/2 somersault with 3 1/2
twists on his final dive off the
10-metre highboard to over-
take defending champion Sun
Shuwei.

der injury. round. "l don't even remember," : :
Only Sanchez Vicario has Sabatini brings her own Novotna said defensively when erStllng encan_s Wan aCt " The C;tn;n :ﬂ,‘"ﬂw’:ﬂ“ﬂd
kept on playing. credentials into the semifinals asked about her collapse. And , Semlﬁllals '?‘Imh?:j wa:?ﬁt?da adimir

Since Wimbledon — there's

onl the hard course of the Na-

she is quick to note that since

#

ROME, Sept 9:

world records on the first

denied taking drugs and say

an eighbw:nck break between tional Tennis Centre. Playing then she has reached the guar- TAMPERE, Finland, Sept 9: American swi- three days of competitions their success is down to out- MEDALS TABLE
the grass court tournament in her 11th US Open, Sabatini terfinals of both the Australian Dennis Hall won three straight mming officials “ here, building quickly to be- standing coaching and hard Medals table after the
and the US Open — Sanchez was a winner here in 1990 — Open and Wimbledon. matches in the 57-kilo (125.5- are convinced so- come a formfidable force at the  worked in training. They say eighth day of the World

" Age restrictions

her only Grand Slam tourna-
ment title,

‘I need a big victory," said

But Graf will be on the
other side of the net Friday,
and Novotna hasn't beaten the

pound) class and became the
only American to reach the
semifinals Thursday in the

me Chinese wo-
men are drug
cheats and that the sport's

1996 Olympics."
Pursley said that swim-

ming's governing body, FINA.

they have co-operated with
FINA over drugs tests.

FINA says it follows the

Swimming Championships on
Thursday (tabulate under gold,
silver, bronze):

Sabatinl, who hasn't won any world's top-ranked player [ World Greco-Roman Wrestling rning body must act now® should act now to rid the sport . China 10 7
‘!0 be lIIlpOSEd lournament since capturing since 1992 in Chicago. L Championships, reports AP. ﬁ@?ﬁc Dly};npics Games in  of drug cheats. e SAmE E“'d'-"““‘; “"bgzugaﬂfs 1 Russia ' 3 4 A
in w I A Tﬁur the Italian Open more than "Every match against Steffi Hall scored a takedown | Atlanta becoming a mockery, "FINA be bol track's governing y. the |, ~ 2 1 1
t 1 Id erent.” : seco P d enough  |AAF and the International |AuStralia 4 e
NEW YORE. Scat 8: T iwo years ago. "It could be is diff t.” Novotna said. "If | with 35 nds left to clinch | reports AP. _ to do that and suspend any na- Olvaole Cothintites. and ton- United States _
: : Pt v € against a player or it could be.a she's playing extremely well, a 4-1 victory over Marian "l have got a great deal of tjon that does not agrees. And Epet : PR Hungary 1 2
8 Tennis Council said lournament. I'm here to win it's very hard to play against Sandu of Romania in the quar- | respect for the Chinese ath- if any federation has a certain SRACES. S OF Ooiwpestin td , | Sweden 12 :
Thursday that it agreed in  the tournament, so I'm going her. If she is not playing as | terfinals. letes and their coaches." na- number of positive drug tests It says it has caugth ::_Ig Germany 1 1 4
principle to Impose stricter o try to do everything | can. | well and if she's some 1 wrestled him last year | tional team director. Dennis than that federation and its cheats froi China, Y | Finland 1 1 -
limits on young players com-  have nothing to lose.’ errors and if 1 can stay with | and I knew he had a good arm | Pursley said Friday. athlstes shiouk? be saspeaded "o Idencsia i (N PRSLYEAT: | Cornda I = 9
peting om the WTA' Tour Ranked No 2 in the world her, then | think | have a very | drag.” said Hall, who beat ‘But there is no question from competition. Pursley said swimming Poland _ | '
standing next year, reports for 47 weeks. Sanchez Vicario good chance." Sandu in his opening match a | that the circumstancial evi- "Unfortunately that would faces the same problems it had | Zimbabwe ;
Reuter. has been the leader of the Gral, noting she is "trying to year ago in Stockholm, Swe- dence is overwhelming that mean some clean athletes when East German women | Spain ) 1
The council, administrators Spanish surge in the sport. work around” her back injury, den. "So | stayed away from his | they have an added advantage  would be suspended. too. But it were dominating during the | Belgium - 2
of the women's tour, said at a She won on the clay courts of said she has been playing good arm drag and | was able to add | through drugs.” might prompt them to do 1970s and early 80s. Costa Rica - 3
news conférence at the US Stade Roland Garros in June tennis in her last two matches. a few of my own.” , Pursley sess the Chinese ‘something about the cheating Allegations of drug taking | Brazil 2 )
Open that it agreed-in princi- for the second time in her ca- “T'm not to go for ev- Hall, who finished ninth in | team, who won six swimming that's going on.” . also followed them around but | Mexico ) :
ple with major recommenda- reer, then teamed with ery shot and | am my | last year's championships In | gold medals and broke two The Chinese h.‘tm were never proved at the time. | New Zealand -
tions of the Age Eligibility Martinez to lead Spain to the shots well," she said. "1 also Sweden, shut out Swede Peter -

Commission, a panel of health
and medical experts set up to
conduct an independent re-

Federation Cup crown.
>anchez Vicario reached
the 1JS Open final in 1992, los-

think my serve has been very
consistent this week and it's
doing a lot of damage "

Stijernberg 8-0 in the first
round. In the second round he
scored a come-from-behind 6.

hard to beat in Salt Lake City.
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