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A Clean, Rewarding Job
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tary delegation was accorded seigbad b o asy intaliments
He looks exactly like any other average deduction of chemicals charges Tk 100 or so.” at a local hotel in the capital grecmed ¥ Comp : € I | .
Bengali labourer, tﬂi]lﬂ%_l’mm dawn to dusk He also has customers who hire him for yesterday. The Commonwealth : We offer
just to survive A clean shirt. lungi and slippers 1rumn%:- he charges Tk 1.50 per cloth and sa- Student and Youth Organisa- [l W ¢ = = 5 & 4 ' B N -
are all that he wears before walking down ev ree 3 per piece. This income he says is tion [CSYO) arraﬁged the r:: CONSUMER

ery day from his place in Bakshi Bazar to his
clients’” places . .scattered throughout Dhaka
City.

For 40 years, Bankim Lal Das has been in
the laundering business. that belonged to his
ancestors through ages. His father, grandia-
ther, great grand father were all laundry men,
traditionally known as ‘Dhopas’ They migrated
from Calcutta since 70 years ago in search of
better business opportunities and from that
time onwards, Lhey live in Dopa Para in Bakshi

Thin but sturdy. Das looks confident and
happy — a rare combination of qualities in any
man. “"An ordinary job of Tk. 4000 in any office
or a Tk. 2000 job in garments is not for us. My
daily Bazaar 1| Tk. 500 lasts me only twa days.”
he said. Entertaining guests and eating delica
cies have always been their family's weak-
nesses,” its not that we earn any less, we
make a reasonable good profit every working
year which starts from Pahela Baishakh. bul
when it comes to savings and counting we are
very poor.” he explains their carefree way of
lving.

Yes if we didn't have meat or milk and fish
alimost every meal or entertain house guesis
almost every week. we could have been much

literally for the rainy days when his washing
business is quite dull,

Besides these regular jobs, he bids for ten-

ders to the hospitals like Medical College,
Mitford. police hn:; itals. "Tenders are floated
orice in a vear and then even by "making the

concerned authorities happy.” | try to grab
these orders. These hospital ubq which are
huge work meaning huge proiit, is worth all
the hassles,” he reports. He has been washing
the clothes for Hazaribagh Police hospital for
the past 20 years now.

Just washing 200 pieces. which is the min-
imum his son and he can wash in a day. th
earn a net profit of Tk 300 a day. then wit
ironing charges and extra incomes act saves up
to a gmd income.

are a very close knit family 1 will not
let my daughters get married to any man be-
sides the family circle even if he is rich. 1 mar-
ried my cousin and my father theirs. the mar-
riage trend is so in our family.” he points out.

Even though Das was born and brought u
here in Dhaka, he doesn't have a pure Bangla
accent. He speaks Hindi fluently and that is the
language everyone at his p]aces speaks 1oo.
Das. a very practical man inspite of his weak-
ness i luxury. wanted his children 1o be edu
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better oll financially.  he conlides with . cated. "but my son is not very brigli, he
smile. But without any regrets couldn’'t pass grade [X twice, | stopped his

From early in the morning when the first
Azaan of the day is heard he and his 16 years
old son starts out with minimum 200 pieces of
clothes that were in water overnight. They go
to killa more on the river Buriganga in
-Shaheed Nagar, Old Dhaka, to wash. "The wa-
ter is very clear and good there. we take Topes
with us and by noon the clothes are dried, the
earlier we start out the better for us,” he sa

There they come back home with the dried
clothes which are ironed by the female mem-
bers of his families. From 9 am to 9 pm his
wife or daughters take turns in ironing the
clothes. Monthly they pay Tk 500 and more
for electricity bills. In the evening after lunch
and their afternoon hap, Das walks over to
client's houses to collect wore clothes and de-
liver the clean ones. Then coming back home
he and his son again treat the clothes Wit.hI
nee

soap. chemicals, bleaching powder,
(in ) and keeps them in water in a big bowl
to so through out the night. "We make it a

point to sleep by 10:30 pm latest but now that
we have ina.1.£||.lﬁllﬁ;:i;:l t:il:r;ag;c clha&..gncla. wlel watch
s, 11: " he says.

ﬁ:a is his original working plan of the day,
but during these working hours he makes time
for extra work which he calls "overtime”.
Example: clothes like sweaters or suits or
shirts, that Have ink marks or drawings on
. them, are given to him to get those off. For this
simple task which he says, har takes an
hour, he charges Tk 3 per piece. "So far every
100 piece my profit is net Tk. 200 after the

fees. it's sheer wastage. Even if he was edu-
cated. he would do nothing other than launder-
ing because no other job would be suitable
enough for hjs needs. As for my daughters they
studied up to grade V, now they are grawn up
and | wou d marry them off soon,” he explains
his plans.

as is quite content with his reputation as a
good Dhopa. He has five brothers who took
over their father's flourishing business. His fa-
ther is still alive, but as longer active, business-
wise. "] pay my father Tk. 10 daily and m
brothers also give something, that is his daily
pocket money,” he says with a smile. Their
main festival is Durga Puja, which they very
ceremoniously celebrate. There's no end to
food. Even their Muslim neighbours utn them
and enjoy their food. Occasionally the
I:!.l.ga they go to Calcutta for hnlidays "F and

ing is free there. We have relatives

fril:nds there. All we do is bu
drtasts jewelleries from Calcutta. It's fun and
we enjoy our vacations very much.” he says sat-
isfiled with life.

“Any sort of tea, paan stain (betel leaf) or
rust, we can remove it. We use many chemi-
cals, like edible soda, bleaching powders, ti-
nafoll, which can hring the shine in clothes,
we even use chumki commonly known as '‘Aap’
(a kind of shine] and for sterech we use our own
ftrmula with flour and water.

“We just work hard and sincerely. | think
these are the keys to a successful and a happy
life.” he says, exuding confidence.

ne of the most modern, hi-techenvironments in Asia.

And beneath it, Seoul city centre.
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Brilish High Commissioner
in Dliaka Peter J Fowler, dele-
gation member Andrew
Bennett, first secretary of the
Indian High Commission in
Bangladesh Ashok Sajanher,
Air Vice Marshal (retd) A K
Khandaker and Abul Hasan
Choudhury, MP of the Awami
League, addressed the func-
tion. President of the CSYO K
M N Manjurul Hoque Labhi was
in the chair.

Andrew Bennett in his
speech stressed the need for
closer cooperations between
the government and Oppo-
sition parties in a parlia-
mentary democracy. "We have
to learn from each other at the
national as well as the interna-
tional level”, he said.

Among the 6-member dele-
gation Dr David Hinchiliffe.
Viscount Waverley and Mrs
Michael Colvin were also pre-
sent on the oceasion.

Peter J Fowler highly ap-
preciated the formation of the
Commonwealth Student and
Youth Organisation saying such
a body could help strengthen
the traditional bonds among
the Commonwealth states.

Recalling the long relations
between the United Kingdom
and Bangladesh. he said the
British parliament and the
media played laudable role
supporting Bangladesh during
the War of Liberation.

The Indian High Commi-
ssioner praised CSYO for
bringing together the students
and youths of the Common-
wealth countries.

A K Khandaker said the visit
by the British legislators heil-
ped exchange views and ideas
on the practice of parliamen-
tary democracy and also in
other fields.

Abul Hasan Choudhury, MPF,
explained his party's present
stand in local politics to the
delegation members,

He blamed the ruling party
for creating the current politi-
cal stalemate.

The AL leader also ex-
plained the justification of
polls under a earetaker admin
istration.
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The Commonwealth Student and Youth ﬂrgannuu-m accorded a reception to lh.
British Parliamentary delegation at a

local hotel in the city vesterday.
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Discussion on Cairo confce

Western world 1 trymg to
destroy Islamic norms

Speakers at a seminar yes-
terday said that the draft reso-
lution of the Cairo conference
on Population and Develop-
ment was designed to violate
human rights and family
norms, reports UNB.

They also alleged that the
Western World, through the
draft proposal, was trying to
impose their social vices on
the traditional Muslim society
to destroy the Islamic norms
and social values.

The Centre for Human
Rights organised the seminar
titled "The Cairo Conference
on Population and .Develop-
ment: Human Rights and Moral
Issues” at the National Press
Club auditorium in the evening.

Secretary general of the or-
ganisation Abdur Razzak pre-
sented the key-note paper at
the seminar.

U A B Razia Aktar Banu,
Associate Professor of the po-
litical science of Dhaka Uni-
versity, The New Nation Editor
Alamgir Mohiuddin and Nikhi-
lesh Dutta addressed while
Justice Ruhul Islam, a former
judge of the Supreme Court,
chaired the seminar.

Abdur Razzak said the Mus-
lims around the world should
continue their fight against the
conspiracy of spreading immo-
rality in the name of popula-
tion control.

Razia Aktar Banu said there
was no conflict over the ques-
tion of population control, but
the methods must be moral

and humane. Abortion was an
immoral and inhuman thing

which no society should ac-
cept, she added.

Alamgir Mohiuddin said the
Muslim community should also

think why they selected Cairo.
to be venue of the conference.

After the fall of communism.
the Western media were now

attacking Islam, he said..

Discussion on
Literacy Day

RAJSHAHI. Seplt 9: State
Minister for Establishment
Barrister Aminul Haque said
here on Thursday that the
conscious people would have
to play their due role to help
increase the percentage of lit-
eracy. reports BSS.

He said this while address-
ing as the chief guest at a dis-
cussion in observance of
International Literacy Dayv at
local Zila Parishad auditorium.
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Grnu Theatre Federation: drams Dewan Gaz
Kk‘hcha will be staged as part of the federation's fund raising
drive. Venue: Mahila Samity auditorium. Time 7:00 pm.

Rotary

wreklv meeting will
International. Time : 530 pm.

Club of Sonargaon Dhaka : regular
be held. Venue :

Hotel Purbani

’I‘raining Course: A week -long training course on land
management and survey will be opened. Venue: The Land

Reforms Board auditorium at Motijheel
Abdul Muhit Choudhury will inaugurate the

Land Secretary

Time 9.15 am.

course o b participated bv assistant commissioncrs and

equivalent officers.
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Saturday

4.30 Opening of the session

4.40 Tripitak recitation

4 .45 Magazine programme for
children: Moner Katha

510 News in Bangla

5.25 Musical programme: Kids
Songs

6.00 Magazine programme [or
varsity students:
Shikkkhangan

6.30 Population programme:
Samacher

7.00 Folk songs: Bansharee

7.25 Comedy series: Major Dad

8.00 New in Bangla

8.30 Agricultural programme
Mati O Manush

9.00 Avimat

10.00 Drama series: Dynasty

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Announcemend of

Dhaka elected
UPU member

Bangladesh has been elec-
ted, for the first time, a mem-
ber of the Council of adminis-
tration of the Universal Postal
Union [UPU), reports UNB.

Bangladesh bagged 117
votes in an election at the 21st
congress of UPU in Seoul yes-
terday, according to a message
received in Dhaka.

A three-member Bangla-
desh delegation led by Post
and Telecommunications Mi-
mister Tariqul Islam attended

the congress.

The UPU congress, which
bedan on August 22 will be

CREDIT SERVICES
to our potential
customers for
buying household
durables like T. V.,
Freeze, VCP, VCR,
“Airconditioner,
Furniture etc. and
other valuable
items.

For details,
please contact :

Peer
Services
Limited__

—We assist better [i ving

11, Dilkusha Commercial
Area, 5th Floor, Dhaka-1000

Fhone : ]
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MENG HORNG SHIPPING PTE LTD
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/ SHIPPERS

M.V. FONG SHIN V-9429 IMP. ROT NO. 701/94 WILL TAKE BERTH AT CHITTAGONG PORT
ON OR ABOUT 10TH SEPTEMBER 1994 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE
FROM VARIOUS PORTS AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX-SINGAPORE.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER
DISCHARGE. SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF
DISCHARGE. NO CLAIM WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN
RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN
REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY
SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOR CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF UNLOADING EX THE
SHIP ARE LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.
82 RESPECTIVELY OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO. 667/94 FOR SINGAPORE AND
ALSO FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S., CANADA, U.K..
CONTINENT, MEDT FAREAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORTS.

167(8) AND SEC,

Telefax : 880-2-863734

t‘

Tix: 632108 BOSHP BJ, 632656 HRC BJ

AGENTS:
( A HRC COMPANY)
DHAKA CHITTAGONG KHULNA
19/F Sena Kalyan Bhaban G/ Jiban Bima Bhaban 1 Miapara Road
195 Motijheel Com. Area 1053 Sk. Mujib Rd.. Agrabad (PTI Moor)
Tel 864548, 64547 Tel 504313, 502123, 500793 Tel 25255

Tix: 633027
Telefax: BBO-31-225625

EJ 633126 HRC BJ Th: 633302 HRAC BJ
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Day temperature may fall

Moderately heavy {all is likely at places over Chitlagong,
Barisal and Dhaka divisions during the next 24 hours till 6:00
pm today, reporis UNB.

Met office says occasional moderate rain or shower may
occur at most places over Chittagong and Barisal divisions, at
many places over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions and at a few
places over Khulna division.

Day temperature is likely to fall by 1-2 degree Celsius
during the period across the country.

Meantime, Cox's Bazar experienced the highest 66 mm
rain during the last 24 hours till 6:00 am yesterday. Dhaka
had 54 mm, Khulna 52, Dinajpur 50, Sylhet 43 and Barisal 13

MITSUBISHI TV CT-2160 PM OFFERS NTSC PLA¥-BACK
ON PAL TV, DUO-SONIC 8SPEAKER AV STEREO SOUND
BLACK LEVEL STABILIZER AV-MEMORY-SETTING.....
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Frﬁ“ﬂ.-rﬁn Bud iwhat we find more importani s the
advanced crafi = the arr (Igmormg the gers And we beiicor thai beng the best when

presence of the occassomal UFO. of courne) @ comes to technology allows us to provde mm shower during the period. L
: : Country's highest temperature 32 8 degree Celsius was cu “ '. m
PRt oy o recorded at Sylhet and the lowest 23.2 degrees at s —

The extra-unde, extra-comfy seal Your
oon personal TV set Agd, of course, the
human sde of the equation our friendly,
efficient flight attendants.

Mymensingh.

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6:08 pm and rises
tomorrow (Sunday) at 5:43 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday are given
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Owiy when you fly Asians, will you City /Town Temperature Humidity in m
begin. to apprec Asiana Airlines I Lo Percentage | ATVINS GNP
N e | . Max  Min  Morning Evening SALES AND AFTER SALES SERVICES:

comveniences e offer Thhuﬂ‘ofﬁs- glf g?g ggg gi Bﬂ 113 116 OLD AIRFORT ROAD. DMAKA. 82 VIP ROAD, KAKRAIL, DHAKA
Rajshahi 28.6 27.2 96 92 PLOT #2. CDA AVENUE CHITTAGONG.
Khulna | 25.0 82 3

I Barisal 3] 0 26 0 HO 1 00



