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Ershad's trial in JP Office
case adjourned till Sept 24

By Stafl Correspondent

The trial ol former presi-—

dent H M Ershad. the main
accused in the Jatiya farty
Office Case (Special Case No
50 of 1993). n the court of
the Special Judge. Dhaka, was
adjourned sz:t:rdly until
September 29. _

Yesterday's preceedings saw
the completion ,of deposition
by tion witness number
four S M A Mannan, Sub-
Assistant Engineer, PWD
Circle. : . His cross-
examination was about to start
when First Additional Sessions
Judge. Dhaka, Zinat Ara ad-
journed the court.

PW 4 Mannan corroborated
the statements made by PW 3
Isa Huq. Executive Engineer,
PWD Design Section. who hady
(old the court Wednesday that
the former ruler used to fre-
quently visit the abandoned
House No 104, Road 3.
Dhanmondi which was being
used as the central office of
the then ruling Jatiya Party.

Both witnesses testified
that during such visits. Ershad
used Lo issue instructions and
on-the-spot orders regarding

the renovation and refurbish-
g ol theshouse.
Mannan said such instruc-

to be revised several

times. He also identified some

documents produced by the
as exhibits.

The deposition of PW 4

, Judge Zinat Ara

asked Ershad — who has with-

drawn all his lawyers alleging .

that he wouldn't be getting a
fair trial in any case — whether
he would like to cross-examine
the witness., as he had done
Wednesday with regard to PW
3. To this Ershad declined,
saying "What's the use? All will
go against me."

However, the judge assured
him that he may. if he wished.
cross-examine the witness
after the cross-examination by
the counsels of the two other
co-a — former Works
Minister Mostafa Jamal Haide
and acting Works v M
A Rouf.

Public Prosecutor A Razzak
Khan conducted the deposi-
tion of PW 4.

New population body
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countries and would later in-

virlve ot her developing nations,

Asked what really prompted
these countries to form such a
hody they said "innovation and

the need to share.”
Acenrding to the organis-

ers, innovatlive thinking was
evident throughout the na-
tional population programmes
of the 10 partner countries.

Many partner countries
have made remarkable strides
i1 improving the existing
health-care and family plan-
ning system. Some ol them
have created extra-ordinary
opportunities for women 10
improve their condition, they
said,

Bangladesh. for example.
provides special subsidies to
promote secondary education
for pirls both because it is a
social benefit in itself and be-
cause data worldwide show
that the more educated
women are, the later they be-
gin 1o have children.

Other countries like
Zittbabwe in Africa has its
grannies for family planning

women who travel across
the countryside on bicycles
delivering advice and services.

Mexico has invested in de-
veloping and producing ad-
vanced new contraceptive
technologies while Thailand
has a programme of free va-
sectomies on the King's birth-
day. . :

Colombia's main NGO in the
family planning field
PROFAMILIA — linked up with
(he National Federation of
Coffee Growers to provide a

CCC office
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marching through the city
sireels shouting slogans agai-
nst the authorities. '

At one stage they pelted
stones at the corporation office
and started picketing which
disrupted traffic movement at

Anderkilla crossing in front of

CCC office. A large contingent
of police deploved there dis-
persed the mob resorting to
baton-charge.

The rickshawpullers. how-
ever. continued the gherao till
5:30 pm and held a rally there.

The Cily Corporation au-
thority fixed September 17, 18
and 19 for the renewal of rick-
shaw licences.

There are 35000 rickshaws
plying in this port city, accord-
ing to official reports but unof-
ficially the [figure exceeds
50.000.

70 stﬁdents hurt
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noon protesting the with-
drawal ol a compulsory subject
‘Islamic Studies” [from Lthe
firsi year syllabus.

To disperse the demonstra-
tors and to clear the highway
for the movement of vehicles,
the police resorted to lathi-
charge. In retaliation, the stu-
dents started pelting stones
and brickbats at the police.

Th2 police chased the stu-
dents up to the Islamic Uni-
versity premises. The situation
eventually calmed down.

But later, the angry stu-
dents damaged the window-
panes of the Vice Chancellor's
office and damaged two uni-
versity vehicles.

The students have also
called a strike in Kushtia and
Jhenidah towns on Saturday
protesting the alleged police
aftack.

Vice Chancellor Abdul Ha-
mid in the evening called an
emergency meeting of the uni-
versity Syndicate with the
Deputy Commissioners and
Superin
Kushtia and Jhenidah to re-
view the situation.

tendents of Police of .

choice of low cost family plan-
ning methods through 4.000
outposts in the rural areas.

Above all, the most interest-
ing aspect of the new group is
that these countries have built
their national population pro-
grammes from ground level
up. commented a delegate at
the Cairo Conference.

A declaration of the partner
countries presented during
the conference says: "For some
time (our} expertise has been
made available through exist-
ing programmes of South to
South exchanges and collabo-
ration, including both  official
and NGO activities and those
supported by UNFPA and bilat-
eral donors.”

“The time has come fpr an
energised and expanded part-
nership to take advantage of
this capacity and to link need
to capacity, problems to solu-
tions." the statement added.

Text of abortion
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deal with the health impact ol
unsafe abortian as a najor
public health concern and fo
reduce the recourse to abor-
tion through expanded and
improved family planning ser-
vices. Women who have un-
wanted pregnancies should
have ready access to reliable
information and compassionate
counselling.

"Prevention of unwanted
pregnancies must always be
givenn the highest priority, and
all attempts should be magde to
eliminate the need for abor-
tion, In circumstances in whi-
ch abortion js legal, such
abortion should be safe. Any
measures or changes related 1o
abortion or changes related Lo
abortion within the health
system can only be determined
at the national or local level
according to the national le-
gislative process. In all cases,
women should have access to
quality services for the mana-
gement of compiications
arising from abortion. Post-
abortion counseling, education
and family planning services
should be offered promptly,
which will also help to avoid
repeal abortions.”

Maid Iﬁurder:.

7 remanded
By Staff Correspondent

Seven people arrested for
allegedly murdering a teena-
ged maid at Mirpur-2 Wednes-
day were interrogated by Mir-
pur police yesterday.

Sakina Rahman, Sakir
Mahmood. Tareq Mahmood,
Tanveer Mahmood. Harunur
Rashid. Golam and Rahanur
Kabir were taken on a three
day remand for interrogation.

Jharna, 15, was found mur-
dered in a house at Road-2.
Block-D. Section-2. Mirpur
where she worked as a maid.

Police recovered the body
Wednesday morning and later
arrested the sevemn persons
from the house for their al-
leged involvement in the mur-

der.

JP presidium, WC

meet today

An emergency meeting of
the Jatiya Party (JP) Presidium
and Working Committee will

held at the Gulshan resi-

nce of .acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury at
9:30 am today. JP Secretary
General Khaledur Rahman Tito
asked all the members and
presidents and general secre-
taries of the front organisa-
tions in Dhaka city tg attend
the meeting, reports UNB.

Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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President Abdur Rahman Biswas
executive director of the Ahsa
education at a function marking the
in the city yesterday. Information Minister Nazmul Huda (L)

Literacy Day

observed
By Staff Correspondent

The International Literacy
Day was observed in the coun-
try yesterday with a call for
concerted efforts to achieve
the target of education for all
by the year 2000. |

Various socio-cultural and
literary organisations took up

elaborate programmes on the

occasion.

The Primary and Mass
Education Department organ-
ised a discussion yesterday
morning on "Education First
for Developnsent of Bangla-

| desh” at the Osmany Memorial

Hall in the city.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas attended the function
as chief guest, while Infor-
mation Minister Nazmul Huda

was present as the special
guest. _

Former chairman of the
Public Service Commission S
M Al-Hussainy presented the
keynote paper at the meeting.
Former adviser to the Pre-i-
dent, Azizul Huq., educationist
and former Secretary of the
Ministry of Science and
Technology. Abdullah Al-Muti
Sharfuddin, The Daily Star
Editor Mahfuz Anam. Execu-
tive Director of the Non-formal
Education Expansion Progra
mme, Khandaker Shahidul
Islam and Joint Secretary of
the Primary and Mass Educa-
tion Division, S M Shamsul
Alam spoke on the occasioi:.

A colourful procession was
brought out by the students of
UCEP schools in Dhaka to
mark the day. Mayor of of
Dhaka Mohammad Hanif was at
the head of the procession.

Commissioners of Ward No
47 and 54 Sadeq Khan and
Mokhlesur Rahman, high offi-
cials of UCEP and teachers ol
the UCEP schools participated
in the procession.

Hasina
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Relerring 1o the 'Dhaka
Siege’ programme, the Awnini
League President said the
siege: will be laid on entire
Bangladesh if the government
tries to foil tomorrow's pro-
gramime.

"Build up resistance wher-
ever vou face obstruction.” she
said and warned that non-stop
agitation will start if the gov-

ernment resoris to repression.

torture or firing on the people
during tomorrow's siege.

The Awami League chief
said the ruling party is oppos-
ing the demand for a caretaker
government knowing well that
it has no chance 1o be elected
without riﬁglngl.

She allaged that the BNP
violated all the promises it had
given to the people and the
workers. The BNP can not give
anything to the people except
ing corruption, nepotism and

terrorismi. .
Awami League leader Amir

Hossain Amu, Shamsur Rah-
man Khan Shahjahan. Abdul
Mannan, Rahmat Ullah Chow-

dhury were presenl.

Huda urges press
to help overcome
political crisis

Information Minister Naz-

mul Huda in Dhaka yesterday

urged the press to extend its
all out cooperation to over-

come the "opposition created’
political crisis over the issue of
a caretaker governmenti, re-

s BSS
mWhBI% exchanging views
with editors and senior jour-
nalists of newspapers and
news agencies on various na-
tional issues yesterday and day
before yesterday the informa-
tion minister explained the
position of the government
and the opposition vis-a-vis the
prevailing political situation in

Held at the state pguest

‘house 'Padma’ the meetings

were also attended by Informa-
tion Secretary Dr Ekram

. Hossain, Chairman of the Press

Council Justice Sultan Hossain
Khan. Press Secretary to the
President Abdus Sobhan, Press
Secretary to the Prime Mi-
nister Mozammel Hugq, Prin-
cipal Information Officer Abdur
Rahim and senior officials of
the Information Ministry.

-

(R) presenting certificate to
nia Mission, for outstanding contribution in the field of
Intermational Literacy Day at the Osmany Memorial Hall
is also seen.

Kazi Rafiqul Alam (L),

— Star photo

President calls upon all
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the population above the age of
seven remain uneducated . he
regretied,

President Biswas said, the
allocation for the education
sector rose upto 1625 per
cent, of which 50.74 per cent
is being spent for primary ed-
ucation.

Identifying illiteracy as the
main obstacle to development,
he said. the main thrust should
be given to the mass education
sector, -

A former chairman of the
Bangladesh Public Service
Commission S M Al-Husainy

presented the key-note paper.

.| A former presidential adviser

Azizul Huq, scientist Abdullah
Al-Muti Sharfuddin and editor
of The Daily Star Mahfuz Anam
took part in the discussion.

Executive Director of the
non-formal education project,
Khandaker Shahidul islam and
Joint Secretary S M Shamsul
Alam also spoke on the occa-
sion. |

Information Minister Nae-
mul Huda said, there is no
alternative to spreading edu-
cation by raising mass literacy.

The minister said, steps
were being taken to air elabo-
rate programmes through ra-
dio and television to create
social awareness ol the curse
of illiteracy. Newspapers and

other mass media were also
playing a vital role for motivat-
ing the people to come for-
ward for promotion of educa-
tion; he added,

Saying that without social
awareness no programme
could attain success he under-
scored the need for a social
movement for eradication of il-
literacy from the national life.
He called upon the education-
ists. intelligentsia, journalists
and other conscious sections
of the society to contribute in
buikding Bangladesh as one of
the prosperous countries of
this region by the end of 2000.

Barrister Huda said that
inere formal observance of the
day would be meaningless un-
less we could take a firm vow
to adopl appropriate measures
to free the countiry from the
curse of illiteracv. hunger and
poverty.

S M Al-Husainy in his key-
note paper "Education First for
the Development of Bangla-
desh" emphasised the need for
a political commitment for
eradicating illiteracy.

"There must be a consensus
among the political parties on
some vital issues.” he said.
adding that “the political par-
ties have given €ducation pri-
ority in their party manifestoes
but that is not reflected in
their activities.”

He said. the literacy rate. .’

rose to 24.8 per cent in 1994

which was 9.4 per cent in
1931

He also said the campaignr _

for mass literacy was not gain-
ing momentum. If this situa-
tion continues we will not be
able to reach the target, he
added. :

Editor of The Daily Star
Mahfuz Anam painted a grim
picture of the education sec-
tor. :

He said, 86 per cent ol the
total allocation for the sector
was being spent on salaries of
the teachers, seven per cent

. Declaration) Act,

for school furniture. three per
cent on books and only one
per cent on teachers training
and supervision. The rest is
spent on miscellaneous ex-

"The allocation in the edu-
cation sector means Wwe are
only paying salary to some
teachers.” he added.

He said the success of some
private sector schools depends
orl

Anam said, the academjc
year of a hi student is
oneé-third compared to a stu-
dent in China and nearly half
that of a student in Sri Lanka.

He felt that the political
parties should engage in a con-
structive competition for de-
velopment.

if the major political parties
like the BNP and the Awami
League took mass literacy as
their party programme, they
must get support [rom the
media and the whole scenario
would be changed, he added.

He also said, if-an MP de-
clares that nobody in his con-
stituency would remain illiter
ate. then the programme
would succeed within a short
period.

Abdullah Al-Muti Sharfuddin
said, there should be more
budgetary allocation for the
education sector. He said cur-
rently the government allo-
cates only 2 per cent of the
GDP to the education sectlor
which is much higher in some
neighbouring countries.

Azizul Huq said the people
were now ready for a mass-
movement for education.

Later, President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas distributed prizes
among 32 persons for their
contributions to the success
of primary and mass education.

HC issues rule
on Ittefaq editor,

2 others
By Staff Correspondent

A vacation bench of the
High Court. upon a writ filed
by Barrister Mainul Hosein,
Executive Director-1, ltiefaq
Group of Publications. vester-
day issued rule on the DC,
Dhaka. the Secretary. Ministry
of Home and Anwar Hossain.
editor and publisher of the
litefaq, the country's kargest
circulated daily.

The bench comprising
Justice Mohammad Mozammel
Haque and Justice Badrul
Islam Choudhury asked the re-
spondents to show cause why
the Deputy Commissioner,
Dhaka should not be instructed
to resirain Anwar Hossain
from functioning as and print-
ing his name as editor ol the
Ittefaq in violation ol the re-
guirements of Sections 7 and
12 of the Printing Presses &
Publication [Registration and
1973 and
why the DC Dhaka should not
also be directed to require
Anwar Hossain to obtain a
fresh authenticated declaration
for the purpose of acting as the
printer. publisher and editor
ol the said newspaper.

[)r Kamal Heossain with
Barrister Joynul Abedin ap-
peared for the petitioner.

_Pak diplomat disp utes
Rao on Kashmir

SINGAPORE, Septi 8: Pakis-
tan’'s top envoy in Singapore
on Thursday clashed with
Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao over Kashmir,
the disputed Himalayan region
tHat has caused two wars belw-
een the two nations, reports
AP -

High Commissioner Salim

Nawaz Khan Gandapur used
the gquestion-and-answer ses-
sion after a speech by Rao at a
prestigious forum to gquestion
India's stand on Kashmir and
explain Pakistan's.

Gandapur asked if India was
not trampling the Kashmiri
people's right {o self-determi-
nation by sending hundreds of
thousands of treops there to

crush a popular armed insur- -

gency for independence.
"] am sorry. | hadn't ex-

 audience a

pecled a question [rom the
high commissioner himself
Buil | would briefly say that ...
the high commissioner is to-
tally wrong,” Rao said amidst
appiause.

Numbering thousands, the

Lthe Singapore
Lecture included Singapores
Cabinet, top officials, diplo-

mats and important citizens.
Previous speakers include

President George Dush i
1992 and Prime Minister Bob

Hawk of Australia in 1987,
"We have a high cominis

sioner here too,. You can have
a . detailed discussion wilh

him," Rao said.
Gandapur was snubbed by

Singapore's respected leader,
Lee Kuan Yew, who chaired
Rao's speech entitled “India
aud Lhe Asia Pacific: Forging a
New Relationship "

" British MPs
visit Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 8. Three
members of a visiting British
parliamentary delegation pa-
saed a busy day today in Sylhet.

Jack Aspinwall, a Con:
servative Party MP. Roger
Godsiff, Labour MP, and Vis-
count Waverly, a Member of
the House of Lords were ac-
rompanied by Brian Donald-
son. First Secretary (lmmi-
gration). British High Com-
mission in Dhaka.

Speaking at a reception at
the Bangladesh Overseas Cen-
tre here Aspinwall assured that
on return he would take nece-
ssary steps for solving the
existing problems being faced
by the immigrants and return-
ing residents from Bangladesh.

He also suggested simplifi-
cation of the visa procedure
and for establishment of an
immigration desk in Sylhet.
Aspinwall also regretted the
resurgence of racism in the
UK in recent years and hoped
that stricter laws would be en-
acted in the British Parliament
to curb racial discrimination.

* Presided over by the Deputy
Commissioner Abu Taher
Khan. the ex-officio president
of the Overseas Centre, the
function was also addressed by
Prof Habibur Rahman, Alhaj
Mubaswir Ali, Ibrahim Chow-
dhury Khokan. Shakil Chow-
dhury and Nurul Islam Chow-
dhury.

During the day-long pro-
gramme, the British parlia-
mentarians also visited the
Sylhet International School,
Sylhet Passport Office and the
Luckatoorah tea estate. .

The three British MPs are
part of a six-man parliamentary
team which arrived in the
country September 5 on a six-
day visit.

PM visits
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caught unaware as she drove to
the village school.

Begum Zia straightway went
to a classroom [(Class 1II) and
{alked to the students and
teachers. ‘

The Prime Minister asked
the students various questions
and advised them to concen-
trate on their studies. She also
enquired about teachers at-
tendance in school from Lhe
studenis.

Begum Zia also visited the
teachers room of the Kanch-
kura school and made queries
on attendance of teachers and
students. She found some stu-
dents do not come to schools
regularly.

The Prime Minister di-
rected the schéol authorities
to talk to their guardians to
ensure regular attendance of
their children. "It necessary,
go to their houses to find out
causes of their absence,” she
said.

On her way back to her of-
fice, the Prime Minister stop-

ped at the Uttara Anwara Mo-
del Degree College, talked wi-
th the students and enquired
about their studies.

RAJUK asked to
give possession of
Baridhara plots

The Petition Committee of
the Jatiya Sangsad yeslerday
directed the Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartipakkha (RAJUK) to im-
mediately hand over plots to
Lhe allottees in Baridhara "J”
blork in the capital, reports
UNB.

The directive came alter a
meeting of the Committee
with Speaker Shaikh Razzak
+Ali in the chair held detailed
discussion on a petition of the
allottees who could not be
given possession of their plots
due to various complications.

The petitioners alleged that
the plots were nol handed
over to them although a long
time has passed since they re-
ceived the allotments.

The meeting also directed
the RAJUK to take special care
so that the owners are not ha-
rassed after getting possession
of their plots.

It also directed that the
houses of the Parliament Sec-
retariat, which are now under
the control of the govern-
ment s Housing Directorale, be
immediately handed over to
the: Parliament Secretariat
ool '

Committee members L K
Siddiqui, Mia Mohammad
Munsur Ali. Begum Farida
Hasan and Mohammad Sha-
hidul Islam, all of the treasury
bench, attended the meeting.

Dhaka-Yangon accord
to check drug
trafficking soon

An agreement on preven-
tion of illicit drug trafficking
between Bangladesh and
Mvanmar is likely to be signed
shortly, reports UNB,

The two governments are
negotiating the terms ol the
proposed accord, diplomatic
sources in the city said yester
day. :

The date and venue of ini-
lialling the agreement will be
announced soon, the sources
sail. It is also expected that a
ministerial-level meeting be-
tween the tweo neighbours

would also be held in this re-
gard.

The Midﬁiﬁﬁf File

Six shot dead in Karachi

KARACHI. Sept 8 At least six peopie were shot dead and
three critically injured by sniper fire after an attack by

gunmen here

today. police said All the victims are belleved to

be members of a faction of the ethmic based Mohajir Qaum

Movement (MQM]

police said

We expect lension to

increase Friday as information about the attack on the MOQM
Haqiqi faction spreads.” a police official said. reports AFP

Israel proposes 'marginal’
withdrawal from Golan

JERUSALEM. Sept ® Israel has proposed only a ‘marginal
withdrawal from the Golan Heights over three years,
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said today. The clarification was made
i cabinet after Golan settiers charged that Rabin had already
agreed to a total withdrawal and to evacuate the Jewiash town
and villages there officials in the prime minister's bureau
said Rabin said none of the 3| Jewish seitlements on the
plateau would be removed during the three years. reporis

AFF.

| Common stand of S Asian

nations on GATT needed’

" By Staff Correspondent

Participants in a prepara-
tory meeting for the South
Asian Dialogue 1o be held in
Kathmandu in November have
stressed the need for a com-
mon stand of the seven nations
in respect of GATT negotia-
tion. direct foreign invest
ments and other policy issues.

The meeting organised by
the Centre for Policy Dialogue
— a local think-tank - and held
at its office Wednesday, was at-
tended by Dr Pai Panandiker,
Director of the Cenire lor
Policy Research, New Delhi, Dr
Mubashir Hasan, Chairman of
the Independent
Commission of Lahore and a
former filnance minister of
Pakistan, Devendra Panday. a
former finance minister of
Nepal and Prof G H Peris,
Director of the Centre for
Ethnic Studies, 5ri Lanka.

The local participants in
the discussion included Amir
Kashru MP. former Secretary
of the Economic Relations
Division [ERD) M Moniruzza-
man, former Secretary General
of SAARC Abul Ahsan. ERD
Secretary Lutfullahil Maj}id.
MCCI President Latifur Rah-
man, Editor of The Daily Star
Mahfuz Anam and President ol
Bangladesh Employers Asso-
ciation Laila Kabir.

The discussion, moderated
by Prof Rehman Sobhan, was

Shamim, Panna
new BCL
President, Secy

A 69-member new central
executive committee of the
Awami League backed Bang-
ladesh Chhatra League (BCLJ
was elecied yesterday for the
year 1994-95. reports UNB.

Enamul Haq Shamim, Ishaq,
Ali Khan Panna and Ajoykar
Khokon have been elected
President, General Secretary
and Organising Secretary re-
spectively of the organisation.

Outgoing President Main-
uddin Hasan Chowdhury and
General Secretary Igbalur Ra-
him congratulated the new
leadership of the Chhatra Lea-
gue.
In a joint statement they
urged leaders and workers at
all tiers of the organisation to
step up ‘the current one-point
agitation to unseat the neo-au-
tocratic regime’ of the BNP
under the new leadership of
the BCL.

Lalmonirhat
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50. died on the spot. Al least
20 people were also injured in
the stanipede.

Seriously injured Sepoy
Giias. 25, was admitted to the
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital.

Local people and business-
men said that valuables worth
about Tk 20 lakh were looted
during hour-long clash.

Additional District
Magistrate and Pelice Super
visited the spotl today.

The BDR filed a case with
the Kaliganj police but none
was arrested,

Chamtar Hat is one ol the
biggest hats in Lalmonirhat
district.

Remittances
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While the country s nnport
price index has bheen increas:
ing, the export price index has
been decreasing, putting il in a
Msadvantageous position in in-
ternational trade.

The export price index
with a baseline of 1879-80,
was 95 70 in 1987-88, 92.60
in 1988-89 and 9560 in
1989-90. It, however. rose a
little to 101 90 in 1990-91 but
went down to 98 00 in 1991-
92, 96 60 in 1992-93 and was
96.60 also in 1993-94

The import price index was

91.40 in 1987-88, 97.20 in
1988-BY9, 103 in 1989-90,
107.40 in 1990-91, 104.40 In
1991-92, 107.60 in 1992-93

and 110.80 in 1993-94.

The commodity terms of
irade index with the same
baseline was 104 .70 in 1987-
88, 9530 in |1988-A9, 92 80
in 1989-00. 94 90 in 1990-91.
93.90 in 1991-92, 89.80 in
1982-93 and B87.20 In 1993
04,

Planning

designed to help prepare the
agenda for the Kathmandu

meeting.

The participants focussed
on the prospective aréas for
economic cooperation within
South Asia and emphasised the
need for coordination of vari-
ous national policy initiatives
and responses. specially in the
light of aid conditionalities
imposed by the denors. They
stressed the need for coordi-
nation of their export policies
and prices of goods.

The pacticipants felt that
inspite of the existing difficul-
ties and certain conflicting in-
terests. there was no alterna-
tive to developing a common
stand to ensure sustainable de-
velopment of the South Asian
countries. Such policy coordi-
nation was of critical impor-
tance for the economic devel-
opment of the countries of the
region.

Vatican
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make it legal. delegates said.

The Vatican again came
under stiff pressure this mor-
ning to let the conference get
on with its main task —
drafting a programme to
restrain world population
growth over the next 20 years.

Britain pressed the Vatican
and its allies — mostly Latin
American countries — to sign
up or opt out.

Lynda Chalker, British Mi-
nister of Overseas Develop-
ment. told delegates that the
deadlock over the language on
abortion could be a fruitiess
waste of valuable time. Egypt
and the United States have
also urged the Holy See to
make up its mind.

Delegates said the pros-
pects for a new compromise
that could satisfy the Vatican
were bleak because many co-
untries who accepted the
language in an earlier com-
promise attempt said it was a
‘bare bones compromise from
which they would not budge.

Identical problems?
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nations of H%gladcsh India,

Pakistan. Sri Lanka and Nepal.
The last meeting of the [o-
rum was held in Lahore last
year. The theme of the Kath-
mandu meet was finalised at
the preparatory meeting here
on Wednesday, as "streng-
thening democracy and em-
powerment in South Asia.”

"We believe that unless true
representation of the masses is
established and they are polit-
ically empowered. the gpv-
ernments in the South Asian
region will continue to be
dominated by greedy and ex-
ploiting elite and their hench-
men, he noted.

About SAARC, Dr Hasan said
it has failed to be as effective
as it should have been.

"But it should be hoped that
ini the long run SAARC will play
a very vital role in the sub-
coniinent. For the time being
our governments are too busy
with internal problems and
confronting one other.”

Asked which aid condition-
alities are objectionable, he
said the most common type is
tied aid, which is linked with
the procurement of goods and
services from the donor coun-
iry. 'It restricts competition
and costs us dearly.”

He was also critical of some
aspects of the structural ad-
justments prescribed by the
donor agencies, which are be-
yond the requirement to cor-
form with GATT.

He also spoke out against
the privatisation process baﬂ
ing followed under the eco-
nomic adjustment initiatives.
“The people’s assets are being
squandered cheaply and [ have
also noticed in Pakistan that
once these assets come into
private hands, the prices go up

o by
Privatisation needs to be

done with great care, he said,
and enterprises in the gas,
electricity, transport and heavy
industries sectors should not
he privatised. He added that
mechanisms should also be put
in place to guard against
creating monopoly, price fix-
ing and against causing artifi-
clal scareity.
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