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JP office ca

S€ resumes

PW completes deposition

By Staff Correspondent

The trial ol former presi-
dent HM Ershad in the Jatiya
Party Office case' resumecd be
fore the Special Judge's Court,
Dhaka, yesterday.

Making his depeosition.
prosecution withess Md Isa
Huq. Executive Engineer, PWD
(Design Section) stated that
the deposed ruler had paid
seven to eight visits to House
No 104, Road Ne 3, Dhan
mandi residential area to per
sonally supervise the renova
tion and refurbishment ol the
abandoned property being
nsed as the central office of
the then ruling Jatiya Party

Ershad. former Works min-
ister Mostafa Jamal Hailder and
former acting Works Secretary
MA Rouf are charged with
misusing official authority and
thereby causing a loss of Taka
82 lakh to the national exche-
guer by authorising wasteful
and illegal expenditure.

Prosecution witness Huq.
whose deposition was com-
pleted yesterday before Adci-
tional Sessions Judge Zinat
Ara, also told the court that
Ershad used to issue Instruc-
tions from time to time jor al-
terations and beautification of
the house.

On one occasion, Ershad
instructed witness Hugq,
through the Jatiya Party office

2 brothel madams
jailed for 14 yrs

From Staff Correspondent

NARAGANGANJ, Sept 7 Ri-

ta Khanam and Anura Begum.
two madams of Tanbazar bro-
thel were jailed each for 14
years here today.
"~ They were also fined Tk
5.000 each. in default to suffer
another six months impris-
ONMEeTnt.

Both of them were con-
victed under the Repression
on Women Act of 1983 flor
forcing two underaged girls
into prostitution.

Narayanganj police had res-
cued Rina (11) and Mahfuza
110} from the rooms of Rita
andd Anura on June 26.

DU teachers
observe strike

Teachers of Dhaka Uni-
versily yesterday observed a
three: hiour token strike pro-
resting the killing of a student
g1l the campus on September
. reports LINB.

The teachers also brought
nout a silent procession, led by
I TA president Prof M
Shiahadat Ali and general sec-
retary AAMS Arefin Siddique.

secretary Majiretd) Imtiaz | to
renovate a room of the house
in question for the JP chair-
man [ Ershad himself]l in line
with the design of the opera-
tions room of the country s
President at the Supreme
Command headquarters of the
Army.

Such instructions, often
also including orders for spe-
cial furniture and fittings.
caused escalation of costs.

Before the start of wilness
Isa Huq s deposition. main ac:
cused Ershad , on permission
from the judge. made a state-
ment in which he repeated his
earlier decision to withdraw
his defence lawvers for, what
he' alleged, the fact that the
government did not want him
to get a fair trial.

Special Public Prosecutor
Abdur Razzak Khan, who con-
ducted yesterday's deposition,
vehemently objected to this

Judge Zinat Ara told Ershad
that despite withdrawing hig

‘defence counsels, he had the

right to cross-examine the
witness. Although initially
very keen to do so, Ershad
later appeared rather hesitant.
However. on being reassured
by the judge. he agreed to
cross-examine the witness.
The trial resumes today.

1
24-hr 'drug help
= ; .
line' service
in City

By Staff Correspondent

The Drug Information and
Resource Centre [(DIRC). a
project of the Mukti Lawrence
Foundation, has introduced
dope testing facilities and a
24-hour 'drug help line' for the
first time in Bangladesh.

In addition to the existing
drug detoxification treatment
programme of Lhe Mukti
Lawrence Foundation, an NGO,
the dope test and drug help
line services are expected to
play a significant role in drug

demand reduction in the
country. '

The DIRC is also
‘counselling and guidance cell’
at its centre at Gulshan.
Counsellors and doctors are
available from 10 am to 1 pm
and from 5 pm o 9 pm every-
day except Fridays. Any body
can contact the centre for free
advice and suggestions regard-
ing drug addiction or drug re-
lated problems personally or
over telephone.

Informative materials are
also supplied by the centre
iree of cost.

operating a
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that if the Bosnian Serbs do
not accepl a peace plin by
i(wtober 15, then Washington
will push for a lifting of the
arms embargo.

Meanwhile. United Nations
¢ hiel Poutros Boutros-Ghali
tricd to revive peace talks in
neighbouring Afghanistan,
where rival Islamic factions are
incked in a bitter civil war.

Boutros-Ghali met with sev-
eral groups separately and
said, "we have to have the pa-
tience to continue to negoti-
ate.”

However. prospects are
hleak. Boutros-Ghali's special
representative to Afghanistan,
Mahmoud Mestiri, tried for
weeks without success' to
launch peace talks.

Boutros-Ghali also had a
working lunch with Ms Bhutto,
who called for greater interna-
tional involvement in Kashmir,
the mostly Muslim territory
that's split into Indian and
Pakistani sectors.

"It is clear that the Muslims
of Kashmir want to be part of
Pakistan,” Ms Bhutto said in a

OIC FMs confce opens

remark sure to anger arch-ri-
val India.

‘Kashmiri men are being

systematically eliminated by |

the Indian army. Kashmiri
women are being raped by
Indian soldiers. Entire villages
are put to the torch.” Ms
Bhutto said.

The OIC is likely to pass a

resolution supporting Kashmiri
Muslims.

Bhutto said the Kashmiris
should be able to vote in a UN
plebiscite on whether they
want to join India or Pakistan.
She said she was sure they
would choose Pakistan, but
said Islamabad would accept
any result of a UN supervised
vole.

Bhutto said UN resolutions
had been applied in Kuwait
and South Africa and were the
bagis for progress in solving
the Arab-lsraeli conflict.
Existing UN resolutions should
also be applied to ensure seH-

determination for the
Kashmiris.

The OIC meeting is due to
end on Friday.

.
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nomic hardship of the Nepa-
lese people which thevy have
been facing for decades.”
Panday said.

One interesting aspect of
the present political impasse
is that a petition has been filed
by several politicians to rein-
state parliament, Panday said.
This move is being supported
by most of the opposition par-
ties since it would help com-
pletion of the stipulated five-
year term of an elected par-
liament. Besides. it would also
facilitate electoral reforms in-
cluding likely legislation for a
multiparty government to con-
duct the next polls, he ex-
plained.

While a major section of the
opposition is hoping that par-
liament would be restored. re-
jection of the petition by
Nepal's Supreme Court would
mean elections have to be held
under Koirala.

Panday said the growing
disenchantment with the de-
mocratic system does not
mean that - democracy ‘has
failed.

vsked about the role of bu-
reaucracy in Nepal, he replied,
"Bureaucracy

failed. Over -
the decades, bureaucracy got

Nepalese democracy

politicised and has lost its pro-
fessionalism.”

The former Nepalese fi-

nance minister was critical
about the role of international
donor agencies including the
World Bank and the IMF re-
garding the financial reforms

programme undertaken in
Nepal.
- "WB-IMF is saying that

democracy and liberalisation
are two sides of the same coin.
But it is not,” he said.

"What can mere liberalisa-

- tion policies do on its owm, if

we do not use our national
judgement to implement the
right - policies for self-re-
liance?" he asked. '

Referring to SAARC, Panday
said, "The entire agenda of the
organisation has been re-
stricted to
bureaucratic exchanges and
the setting up of some insti-
tutes.” '

On SAFPTA, he said the ex-
change of trading list on a case
by case basis is a long drawn
negotiation process.

“If we are serious about eo-
operation in trade, we musi
have a higher level of integra-
tion like the customs union or
some sort of common market,”
he remarked.

technocratic and -
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Savar Cantonment yvesterday
Gen Nasim visits
Savar cantt

SAVAR, Sept 7  Chief of
_Army Staff Lieutenant General
Abu Saleh Mohammad Nasim,
Bir Bikram, visited the Savar
cantonment today. [t was his
first visit to the cantonment
after taking over as the Chief of
Army Staff. an ISPR press re-
lease said, reporis BSS.

General Nasim addressed
the officers and troops of the
Savar area at a darbar’,

On his arrival at the can-
tonment, the Chief of Army
Stalf was received by the local
Arear Commander Major
General Mohammad Abdul
Matin. Bir Protik.

Police raid Ctg
College hostels

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 7: The
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP} in a pre-dawn raid om
the Chittagong Government
College hostels and arrested
two persons along with arms
and ammunition. According to
Kotwali police, the arrested
persons are Nurul Islam and
Abdul Mannan who are report-
edly the members of a funda-
mentalist student front. The
recovered weapons include
one gun, five cocktails.

3 murdered
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used to hangout.

Swapan, a resident of Nak-
halpara. was a wanted cri-
minal against whom there
were cases in Tejgaon thana.
'Christian’ Babul. against whom
there were three police cases,
was arresied several times.

In another incident, Mir-
pur police said, upon an ano-
nymous telephane call they
recovered the body of maid
Jharna from the house where
she worked. There were
several injury marks on her

person.

Dhaka worried
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velopment countries are pass-
ing a critical phase.

He siressed the need for a
constructive North-South dia-
logue on the basis of mutual
interest and shared responsi-
bility in this inter-dependent
world. :

In the new emerging world,
Bangladesh believes in mutual
respect between large and
small states. he said. °It is
essential to ensure security of
the all states, particularly the
security of small and the eco-
nomically disadvantage states.

In his vote of thanks Mos-
tafizur Rahman paid tributes to
Pak Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto for identifying the
formidable issues facing the
OIC countries and underlining
the crucial importance of the
Islamic foreign ministers’
meeting. ,

The foreign minister moved
the vote on behalf of the Asian

| OIC members.

'Political commitment
needed to ensure
education for all’

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Literacy Society

| (BLS) yesterday put forward a

" 30-point recommendation in-
cluding a political commit-

education for all in the coun-

ther]:nf.'r recommendations, sub-
mitted to the authorities con-
cerned earlier, also called for
increasing the budgetary
allocation for education sector
from 2.3 per cent to 7.8 per
cent of the GDP, freeing the
primary school teachers from
‘political influence' and impos-
ing ‘education for all sur-
charge’'.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, organiséd on the eve of
the International Literacy Day,
at the Jatiya Presa Club BLS
president A A Fazle Rabbi said
a meeting of his organisation
with the authorities concerned

13 to discuss the implementa-
tion of the recommendations.
The press conference was

Haq. Abdur Rab Chowdhury,
MP, Secretary General of the
organisation Prol. Osman Gha-
ni.

‘Annnuncing the recom-
mendations, Prof. Ghani de-
manded immediate publication

of the National Task Force re-
| port on ‘Education for All'.

ment by all parties to ensure

would be held on September -

also addressed by Prof Shamsul

L

Chief of Ariny Staff Lieutenant General A 8 M Nasim addressing army personnel at the

CAIRO. Sept 7. UN goodwill
ambassador and former actress
Jane Fonda today blasted
donor institutions for putting
political conditions on devel
opment aid to Third World
countries. reports AFP.

"Humanitarian aid lor
women., for children, for family
planning cannot be tied to pu-
litical strings. It has to happen
no matter what," she told a
news conference at the UN
International Conference on
Population and Development.

Pressure must be put on
donor institutions like USAID,
the International Monetary
Fund. and the World Bank "to
make sure their lending poli
cies...don’t hurt women”,

Fonda called for more insti-
tutions to follow the example
of small-lending institutions
"that give small loans to the
poorest of the poor (Third
World) women not requiring
collateral” for microeconomic

UK parliamentary

team meets MPs

The visitipng British parlia-
mentary delegation led by
Michael Colvin MP had a dis-
cussion meeting with a group
of MPs of Bangladesh led by
the Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni at the Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday afternoon,

reports BSS.

They discussed a wide -

range of subjects covering var-
ious aspects of bilateral rela-
tions between Bangladesh and
the United Kingdom with spe-
cial emphasis on cooperation

between the parliaments of the

two countries.

UNB adds: The British par-
liamentary delegation called on
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina at her Parlia-
ment office yesterday.

During the meeting, Hasina

brieled the delegation about

the political situation of the
country. '

Cairo confce
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woman for the US delegation,
said 95 per cent of those at
the conference support the
compromise and it was
unfortunate that a few were
delaying progress on more
important population issues.

“We don't want this confer-
ence to be on abortion, and
stringing it out does just that,”
she said.

Melber also said Namibia
and many other countries in-
cluding host Egypt were losing
patience with the upending of
a compromise which had been
very difficult to reach.

"How long will they be able
to compromise, compromise,
compromise?” he asked, re-
ferring to suppeorters of the
draft.

The Vatican and Muslim
states at the conference have
campaigned for changes in the
113-page plan which they
charged condoned abortion,
cxlra marital sex and homo-
sexuality.
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Fnterprises.

A woman could become fi-
nancially independent if
donors paid just forty dollars a
year for her to buy a sewing
machine or cow. she said.

Fonda will visit Bangladesh
early next year o left the opin-
ton builders and seek their
support for improvement of
condition of the poor.

Talking to BSS special cor-
respondent here this morning
Fonda said, "l hope to visit

Dhaka in March or April, 1995

to acquaint myself with activi-
ties of some soclal sector pro-
jects .

Fonda had words of praise
for activities of BRAC. Grameen
Bank and Women Health
Coalition.

She described Bangladesh
as a great example of success
in family planning. She is in
favour ‘giving education to
young people [or sexual re-
sponsibility.

BCL polls today

By Staff Correspondent

The election of the Awami
League (AL)-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) central
commitiee will be held at its
ceniral office in Lhe city
through secret ballot today.

BCL sources said, candi-
dates will have to submit pa-
pers lo election commissioner
Shubhash Singha Roy by 10 am
todav. Voling will begin at 11

art.

Opppsition busy
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tion Abdus Samad Azad told
reporiers yesterday that there
would be no discussions with
the ruling :party before the
‘Dhaka siege’.

Sensing their adamant atii-
tude. ruling party negotiators
cdid not try to contact the
Opposition leaders regarding
its proposal for a dialogue Lo
end the current political
standoff.

Meanwhile., PrimeMinister
Begum Khaleda Zia discussed
with some of her cabinet col-
leagues the latest political sit-
uatior.

BNFP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder said last
night the government hoped
nothing untoward would hap-
pen during Saturday's
Opposition, programme,

He said his party MPs and
the ministers have been in-
structed to stay in their re-
spective constituencies [rom
today to moniter the situation.

The autumn session of
Parliament was adjourned yes-
terday until Monday.

The Dhaka Metrapolitan
Police has, in the meantime,
imposed a ban -on the c¢arrying
of firearms, swords, arrows,'
guns, knives, sticks, explosives
and stones in and around the
city from today till September
14. :

According Lo police sour-
ces, heavy contingents of
policemen would be deployed
in the city to check possible
violenve during the so-called
siege.

Literacy
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significance of educition
throughout the world. The day
is more significant in the con-
Lext of Bangladesh, she addexd.

Awami League Chief and

+{ Leader of the Opposition in the

Jatiya Sangsad, Sheikh Hasina,
in another message, said the

poverty is the main cause of il-
literacy and that's why efforts
should be made to alleviate
poverty from Bangladesh.

She said the 'curse’ of {llit-
eracy should be removed with
the concerted efforts of all
concerned.

Various socio-cultural or-
ganisations have taken up elab-
orate programmes to observe
the day.

The National Association of
UNESCO Clubs will hold a two-
day workshop on Mass-liter-
acy, Prevention of AIDS and
Protection of Environment at
the BANBEIS auditorium in

cooperation of the UNESCO.

Education Minister Jamir-
uddin Sircar will attend the
workshop as the chief guest
while Dhaka University Vice
Chaiuilﬂr Prof Emajuddin

*hhnmd will be present as the

special guest.

Day today

The United Nations Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh [UNAB)
will hold a discussion meeting
al the premises of Dr Moham-
mad Shahidullah Adarsha
School, in Mirpur.

The meeting will be presi-
ded over by Prof Salahuddin

_Ahmed.

Shantibahini men
attack security
patrol in CHT

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 7: Ar-
Hiedd Shantibahini rebels laun-
¢hied another sniper attack on
a security patrol in Mohal-
chhari of Khagrachhari hill
district Tuesday night.

One soldier was wounded in
the attack, official sources said.

He was flown to Chittagong
and later to the Combined
Military Hospital, Dhaka.

After the attack the tribal
rebels fled into the deep foresw/
as a security patrol opened
counter-fire.

This was the second such
attack by the rebels this week
in violation of the ceasefire.

Japan to invest
Tk 5000cr in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Sept 7.
Special Envoy to the Prime
Minister Morshed Khan sdid
here today that the Japanese
government would invest Taka
5.000 crore lor industrial area
to be developed on the other
side of the river Karnaphuli
during the next five years. re-
ports BSS.

With the development of
this industrial belt, large-scale
employment would be ensured
in this region which would
immensely contribute towards
removing unemployment prob-
lem.
Khan said. the basic objec-
tive of politics of present gov-
ernment is economic devel-
opment and thus it was striv-

ing hard to implement the 19-

- Bangladesh government

point programmes step by step
despite the resource con-
straint.

Khan. who is now In
Chittagong on a four-day visit,
was addressing a series of pub-
lic meetings at Chowdhury
Hat, Charandeep and Sreepur
of Bealkhali thana.

Dhaka to oppose
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technical resources for the
family planning programme.
He strongly pleaded for dou-
bling the resources at the dis-
posal of the international
community to help contain
the prevailing population
growth rate of the developing
countries.

Describing population
growth rate as a global prob-
lem. he said the environment
would be threatened due to
additional demands on scarce
resources unless the growth
rate cannot is contained
through collective efforts.

Expressing Bangladesh s
willingness to share with other
countries, especially with the
South, the success of the [am-
ily planning programme and
expertise, the minister sought
generous contributien of all
countries of the North and the
international agencies to the
process of proposed South-
South coeperation. He said, "It
is our collective responsibility
to work toward the solution.”

Kamal Yusuf said "The fam-
Jly planning programme alone
cannot ensure sustainable de-
velopment.” What is needed
additionally, he said, is more
accelerated development of
other social sectors, covering
women's education, employ-
ment opportunities and in-
creased access to primary
health care,

In this context. he referred
to the priority attached by the
to
gender issues.

Three more postal
staff suspended
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET  ‘Sept: 7:: Three
niore employees of the Sylhet
head post office have been put
ninder suspension for their al-
lecged involvement in the re-
cently detected case of misap-
propriation of Tk 35 lakh.

With this, the number of
employees and officials sus-
pended stood at ten. Three as-
sistant postmasters and four
office assistants were sus-
pended last week. :

An organised gang of postal
employees misappropriated
the sum collected during the
period from 1989 to 1992 as
motor vehicle tax. The irregu-
larity was detected by an audit
team recently. :

Hasina
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its front organisations, inclu-
ding former central leaders of
BCL.

Terming the BNP rule "a
reign of terrorism and corrup-
tion.” the AL chief said. "The
BNP has also made students
politics unhealthy, BNP MPs
and leaders using government
cars visit different educational
institutions when students
union elections are held there
and assures the teachers and
students of benefits if JCD is
elected,” she alleged.

"The BNP is corrupting stu-
dents from the college level.
How can you expect to have a
better and healthy generation
if such politics continues?”
Hasina asked and urged the
students ol resist this, "

Hasina reiterated AlL's plan
to eradicate illiteracy from the
country by 2020. Chhatra
League workers will have to
play a signilicanl role in this
regard. she added.

"But remember, [ disap-
prove doing students politics
ignoring examinations. The
student leaders and activists
must study. Their good results
will be rewarded in life.” the
AL chief said.

Hasina emphasised expand-
ing the BCL network and urged
its members to help build a
"Sonar Bangla® as dream by
founder of the BCL Bangaban-
dhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,

The convention will elect a
new executive committee of
the BCL.

The last convention was
held May 11, 1992, According
1o the outgoing BCL president
and general secretary. the
convention for 1993 could not
be held due to campus terror-
ism.

The Midnight File|

OIC faces financial

ISLAMABAD. Sept 7. The Organisation of the |slamic
Conference fOIC) faces a financial crisis that is seriously

affecting the running of the 51-nation group OIC Secretary-
General Hamid Al-Gabsd said loday. reports Reuter.

E - -
Chinese Defence Minister
L] L ]
mm Delhi
NEW DELHI. Etpl 7. Chinese Defence Minister Chi Haotia
arrived in the Indian capital Wednesday to discuss the

question of t
border. offici

p reduction to ease tension along a disputed
said. India and China fought a border war in

1962 and their troops have faced each other sinee then.
During his six-day visit, Gen Chi will meet Prinue Minister P V
Narasimha Rac who also holds the defence portfolio. and
senior officials of the ministry and visit some Indian defence

establishments. reports AP.

intellectuals and political
leaders at a rally in the city
yesterday called for greater
unity of all sections of the peo-
ple to resist the fundamental-
ist forces and eonsolidate the
spirit of the Liberation War,
reports UNB.

They also urged all to be
united to press the govern-
ment for realising the demand
for a caretaker governme® to
ensure free and fair election

But the unity should be of
the pro-liberation forces, not
with the fundamentalists and
the autocratic forces, they told
the rally organised by the Left
Democratic Front (LDF), an al-
liance of eight smaller political
parties.

The rally at the Topkhana
Road was to express solidarity
with the agitation against
communalism, falwabajl and
fundamentalism. and in favour
of the spirit of the Liberation
War.

LDF leaders Rashed Khan

Menon MP. Nirmal Sen,
Mujahidul Islam Selim. Dilip
Barua, Hasanul Haq Inu.

Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan. AF M
Mahbubul Haq. Igbal Majumder
and Bimal Biswas addressed
the four-hour-long rally.

Gano Forum leader Dr
Kamal Hossain, Mohammad
Afzal of the Ganotantri Party,
Faiz Ahmed of the Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote, educationist
Ahmed Sharif, poet Shamsur
Rahman, Amirul Haq Amin of
the Garment Workers' Federa-
tion, Lutfor Rahman of the
SKOP, Sheikh Asad of the
Jativa Janata Party. Mohan
Raihan of the Kabita Parishad,
Kamal Siddiqui of the

Strike observed
in CMC

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 7: The
situation at the Chittagong
Medical College remained
tense today as the JCD en-
forced a student strike in
protest against the arrest of
five of its activists during
Tuesday night's raid by police.

The arrested students
were, however. released on
bail today.

The medical students
brought out procession on the
campus today carrying an effigy
of the college principal and
raised slogans condemning the
police raid.

A large number of police are
still staving on the campus to
contain any fresh violence.

| LDF rally calls for unity
against fundamentalism

Chninyamul! Hawker Samity
and Moshrefa Mishu of the
Chhatra Oikya Forum also
spoke expressing their solidar-
ity with the on-going agitation
against the fundamentalists.

Elderly poet Sufia Kamal,
who was scheduled to be a
guest speaker., could not at-
tend the rally due to iliness but
sent a message which was read
out at the rally.

Making an oblique refer-
ence to the Jamaat-e-islami,

Gano Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain that a

defeated force held a public
meeting equipped with ‘illegal
money and weapons' violating
the Constitution which, he
said, does not allow any private
forces other than police and
BDR for security.

“The leaders and the armed
men of that party should be
branded as traitors and given
punishment.” he said.

EPB
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Increase in manpower of
the EPB — from the present
236 to 566 — has also been
recommended., and a new
organogram prepared. |

Setting up of overseas of-
fices and some sales-cum-dis-
play centres have also been
proposed to help boost the
country's export trade.

Such overseas offices could
be established in New York,
Toronto, Milan, Hong
Dubai, Tashkhent and Tehran

while display centres could be
opened in Washington,
Brussels, London, Tokye.-

Tehran and Budapest. At the
moment. the EPB has no office
or display centre abroad.

The proposed reorganiza-
tion plan also stressed the
need for more government
funds to meet the increased
requirement. The bureau,
which has no income of its
own, depends totally on the
government's , development
budget allocations for its trade
promotional activities.

Sources concerned said
that the budgetary allocation in
1977-78 was Taka 92.71]
lakhs, which stood at Taka
1.93 crore in 1993-94. Though
the Taka amount has been in-
creased, yet in terms of the
exchange rate with the US dol-
lar, the real sum has substan-
tially decreased, said an EPB
official, pointing out that the
country's foreign exchange
earnings since '77-78 had in-
creased five times.
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