/Firs;t with the news>

-

Che Daily Star

\Best with the views/

AVOL. IV NO. 224 REGD. NO. DA 781

= Inside Today

Article

Ailing Country-
side: Stop Migra-
tion to Urban
Centres

by Md Asadullah Khan
Page 4 |

International

LTTE attack on Lan-
kan army ahead of
peace dialogue

Al Arqam foreign mem-
bers ordered to leave
Malaysia
Page b

Business

Country's external debt
may reach $60b in
12 years

India, Vietnam sign
$160m investment
contracts
Pages 6,7

Women On
The Move

Educating the other
half in a non-formal
way; Adolescent girls”
education; The impact
of adult hteracy among
women; and Promoting
female education
Page 8

Supplement

Special supplement
on International

Litéfacy Day
Page 9

Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

{ Stunt-jumping to Avoid
Accident

Page 3

- DHAKA THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1994

OIC FMs' confce opens 1n Islamabad

Disunity ruining Islamic

ISLAMABAD, Sept 7: Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto bluntly
told the world's Islamic coun
tries they were 'weak and di-
vided,” and said today they
must unite to c¢nd conflicts
stretching from Afghanistan to
Bosnia. report AP. Reuter.

"Today it is the Muslims
who are the main victims of
aggression throughout the
world,” Ms Bhutto said as she
opened a meeting of foreign
ministers from the 51-nation
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) here.

Ms Bhutlo said most 1slamic
nations remained impover-
ished and underdeveloped.

world, says Benazir

and a lack of Muslim solidarity
ieft them open 1o exploitation
by others.

"The Islamic world is weak
and divided.” said Ms Bhuito,
one of the only women in a
packed hotel conference cen-
ter. ‘Many of us are locked in a
disputes with each other. Most
ol our people live in poverty.’

Many delegates consider
the Bosnian war the mosi
pressing issue. and the Islamic
states appear unanimous in
calling for the lifting of the UN
arms embargo agairist Bosnia,
where the Muslims have been
outgunned by the rival Serbs.

Bosnian Prime Minister

Haris Silajdzic said his Muslim
fighters were evading the em-
bargo with smuggled weapons,
though he refused to say which
countries were involved.

"We are smuggling arms
into our own country. We make
arms. We shall take arms from
whereever we can,” Silajdzic
told a news conference.

"It is unbelievable that (the
arms embargo) is still valid
although it has not brought
anything at all but death, mis-
ery and destruction,” he said.

"It is time to change.”

A new policy may be in the

works. The United States says
See Page 12 Col 1

Dhaka to oppose
anything
un-Islamic

CAIRO, Sept 7: Bangladesh
would not endorse anything
emerging from the delibera-
tions of the Cairo conference
which went against the tenets
of Islam, reports BSS.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf- said this while de-
livering his speech at the ple-
nary session of the Interna-
tional Conference on Popul-
ation and Development (ICPD)
'94 here today. He said "our
future initiatives in the
population field will be in con-
formity with our cultural. reli-
glous and traditional values,
consistent with our heritage,
social norms and customs.”

The minister underlined
the need for South-South co-
operation to utilise their

See Page 12 Col 6
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CGmEromise in Cairo seems far cry

More countries back
Vatican stand

CAIRO. Sept 7: A compro-
mise agreement on a hotly
disputed abortion issue fal-
tered today as at least eight
countries joined the Vatican in
opposition to language they
maintain is pro-abortion, re-
ports AP,

Top negotiators at the UN
population conference made a
breakthrough in late-night
talks yesterday getting Iran,
Pakistan and Benin, which
previously siding with the
Vatican on the abortion issue,
to accept the language. The
European Union, Norway and
Sweden also accepied it as
their 'rock bottom' ‘compro-
mise.

But when negotiations re-

sumed this morning, delegates
said Malta, Argentina, Guam,
Honduras, Guatemala. Slovakia,
Uruguay and Ecuador an-
nounced their support for the
Vatican position.

Namibian delegate Henning
Melber said he believed up to
20 countries now oppose the
language.

There is absolutely
progress on the matter.” he
sald. "For those who came to a
consensus, this is very frustrat-
ing."

Unable to reach consensus,
the negotiators broke up into
informal groups to discuss the
next step.

Mary Ellen Glynn. spokes-
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Today's issue of The Daily
Star includes an B-page tab

loid on Computer ial

two bills passed by the Jatiya

Sangsad. The bills are: The
Government and Autonomous
Bodies Empiloyecs Benevolent
Fund and Group Insurance
Ordinance [(Amendment] Bill
1994 and the Public Corpora-
tions (Management Co-ordi
nation) (Amendment] Bill,

1994, reporis BSS.

couniry. Meanwhile. 8 556
students will talee part in the
Kamil examination under the
same board sc heduled to begin
on September 11. reporis
UNB.

ALCWC meets
tomormrow

The Awany League Central
Working Committiee (ALCWC)
will meet at an emergency
session tomorrow at 29 Minto
Road with party chief Sheikh
Hasima in the chair The
meeting is expected (o review
the latest political situation
with particular reference to
Dhaka Siege on September
10. its strategy for the day and
future programmes sources
said, reports UNB

Move to revamp Export
Promotion Bureau

By Special Currﬂspunden.t

Reorganization of the Ex-
port Promotion Bureau [(EPBI
lo expand and strengthen its
activities is under active con-
sideration of the government.

A high-level committee
lormed by the Ministry of
Commerce has already re-
viewed and approved a draft
proposal and submitted final
report to the higher authori-
ties.

“The proposal contains de-
lailed recommendations in
terms of autonomy, manpower
and resources for the EPB."
said an official source. "These
aspects are important to reor-

ganise the EPB - the vital or-
gan for promoting the coun-
try's exports’.

According to the source,
the proposal was prepared in
1988 by the EPB itself and was
sent to the Commerce

+ Wirsiry  ‘Pul pe ‘sfepes were

taken for a long time. A high-
level committee headed by the
Additional Secretary of the
Ministry was constituted last
year to review the proposal
and submit a report.

The seven-member body
included officials of the min-
istries of Finance,
Egtablishment., Commerce and
representatives from the EPB
and the FBCCI. The commit-
lee studied and scrutinised the
draft proposal and approved it
with some modifications.

The proposal suggested the
EPB be turned into an au-
tonomous body with a 15 to
1 7-member board. including at

.least four representatives from

the private sector. Presently,

the EPB enjovs a semi-au-
tonomous status, as provided
by an ordinance promulgated
in 1978,

Ser Page 12 Onl B

Anti-Islamic
campaign
worries Dhaka

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman yesterday
said the Islamic Ummah is
faced with serious challenges
in the post-cold war era as the
Muslims are coming under in-
creased attacks in various
parts of the world, reporis'
UNB.

Mostafiz was addressing the
inaugural session of the sev-
enth extraordinary session of
the Islamic Conference of
Foreign Ministers in Islama-
bad. according to a message
received in Dhaka.

"It is tragic that an ominous
wave of anti-Islamic campaign
has swept varfous parts of the
world, he said adding that a
number of crucial issues were
confronting the Muslim world.

Referring to global econ-
omy, Mostafiz said the interna-
lional economy continues to be
uncertain and complex and the
OIC members of the least de-

See Page 12{Col 2
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International Literacy Day.

Democratic institutions m
Nepal can be consolidated and
the electoral process stren-
gthened only if the popular
demand for holding the next
general elections under a
muilti- party government is ac-
cepled.

This was staied by Dr
Devendra Raj Pandav. a former
finance muinister ard a mem-
ber of the interim government
which conducted the [firsi
elections in Nepal after the
abelition of the partyless
Panchayat sysiem that existed
lor 30 years. He is now Presi
dent of the Prajatantrik Lok
Dl

The elections in the Hima-
layan Kingdom are scheduled
lor November 30

An interview with The Daily
Star yesterday. the former
Nepalese minister who is now
im Dhaka o atternd a seminar
gave his views on Lhe past and
present siale of democracy in
Nepal the experience with (he
donor dictated liberalisalion
programme and also on
SAMR

— Star photo

'Polls under multi-party govt will
strengthen Nepalese democracy’

By M Anwarul Haq

Panday said the opposition
parties have urged King Biren-
dra te form a wmulti-party
vovernment, but this is not

possible as the present consti-

Dr D. R Panday
tution does not give such po-

wer (o the constitutional
mionarch

(G P Koirala, is now care:
taker Prime Minister following
the dmsolution of parliament

by the ¢ on his advice.

Int'l Literacy
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

The International Literacy
Day will be observed in Bang-
ladesh as elsewhere in the
world, today with the objective
of ensuring education for all by
the year 2000.

In a message on the eve of
the day: President Abdur
Rahman Biswas said illiterate
people are an obstacle to de-
velopment and only education
can turn the pepulation into
productive human resources.

The Presiderit called upon the
people to take a fresh vow teo
remove the curse of illiteracy
from the country and build up
a happy and prosperous
Bangladesh.

In a separate message,
Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia called upon the conscious
people of the country and the
social welfare organisations to
supplement the government
efforts in eradicating illiteracy.

Begum Zia said the present

government has given top pri-
ority to education and taken

Initiatives to ensure primary
education for all children.

She said the International
Literacy Day is observed to
create awareness about the
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Panday said the common
feeling among the pelitical
parties is that (ree and fair
elections cannot take
under the former prime minis-
ter since he may use his ad-
mlnlltrltlﬂ: influence to

"Even his own partymen
does not have confidence in
Koirala, because of divisions

and squabbles,” Panday re-

mnrku:l
mqor party to oppose
ﬁﬂh'ﬁa he Communist Party
(United Hnmu Leninist). Two
other significant parties are
the Orthodox Communist Party
and the National Democratic
Party, the latter comprised
mainly former Panchayat
members. In the last elections,
the Nepali Congress won |14
seals while the Communist
Party secured 68 seats
"The Nepdali Congress falled
to meet the democratic aspira-
uons of the . It also was
unable to ameliorate the eco.
See Page 12 Col |

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina releasing a pigeon while inaugurating Chhatra

League (M-I) Council '94 at Ramna Batamul in the city yesterday.

— Btar photo

Hasina opens | BCL council 94

BNP allergic to interim govt issue

Leader ol the Dppusiliun in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina has
said the ruling party is keep-
ing the doors shut for talks on
the issue of a caretaker gov-
ernment.

“The BNP is not ready to
hold the next elections under
a caretaker government, it
wants to hold elections in its
own way so that it can resort
to rigging.” the Awami League
[AL) chief sald at the annual
convention of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) at Ramna
Green in the city yesterday.

The present rulers had
participated in elections under
a caretaker geovernment in
1991 but they are now allergic
to the caretaker government
issue. The remedy to this is a
mass movement for removing
it from power, Hasina told the
gathering of over 6,000 BCL
activists and leaders coming
from all the districts of the
country.

Urging people to join the
'‘Dhaka siege' programme on
Saturday. Hasina said. “"We have
toe put such a pressure on the
government that it is com-
pelled to call elections under a
caretaker government. ”

She was eritical of the rule

Jamaat to
boycott JS
bodies

The Jamaat-e-islami par-
liamentary party yesterday de-
cided not to attend any meet-
ings of the various parliamen-
tary commitiees, reports UUNB.

The decision was taken at a
meeting at the Bhaban
with Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, the party secretary
general and leader of the par-
llamentary wing, in the chair.

Jdhe Awami Lelague and
Jatiya Party have already been
boycotting meetings.

Jamaal leader Shetkh Ansar
AlLMP, said the meeting took
exception to the Prime
Minister discussing matters
relating to Parllament and the
lssue of a caretaker govern-
ment with parties having no

tation in Parliament.
Such meetings undermine the
image of Parliament, the
Jamaat PP meeting observed.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Tuesday formally
met with a delegation ol the
Left Democratic Front, an al-
llance of eight lefi-leaning

parties having only a solitary

member in the Jatiya Sangsad
— Rashed Khan Menon of the

Workers' Party

By Staff Correspondent

of BNP and said it had failed to
realise Bangladesh's due share
ol the Ganges water. On the

contrary, the Prime Minister:

had "signed a bond of slavery
with India during her visit to
New Delhi,” she added.
Turning to the BCL, Hasina
told the gathering that the
"history of Bangladesh was
linked with the history of BCL"

which played a vital role in
the liberation war.

Presided over by the outgo-
ing President of BCL Moin-
uddin Hasan Chowdhury, the
convention was also addressed
by among others, General
Secretary of the organisation
Igbalur Rahim. It was attended
by senior leaders of the AL and

See Page 12 Col 6
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* By Staff Correspondent

Two young men and a
housemaid were brutally mur-
dered in two separate inci-
dents in the city Tuesday night
and yesterday morning.

While two friends. beoth
aged 25. were murdered by
gangsters in Maddhya Badda, a
15-year-old mald was found
dead by police at a House in
Road 2, Block B, Section 2,
Mirpur. Police believed the
victim, Jharna, was tortured to
death by her masters.

According to Guilshan po-
lice, James Arindam alias
'‘Christian’ Babul altas Tuhin
Mia and Mizanur Rahman alias
Swapan were stabbed to death
by members of their own drug
gang following a dispute over
spoils late Tuesday night. They
were siabbed near the Alatun-
nessa High School whert: they

See Page 12 Col 3

Opposition busy

preparing for
'Dhaka siege'

By Staff Correspondent

The Oppeosition's preoceu-
pation with its preparations for
the planned September 10
‘Dhaka Siege' appears to have
pushed all talk about a gov-
ernment-Opposition dialogue
to the backstage.

The largest opposition
Awami Leapgue [AL). which
orginally announced the siege
plan in June. has been organis-
ing its activists to make the
programme a success. The
Jatiya Party (JP). too. has an-
nounced its own siege pro
gramme on the day

The other major parliamen
tary opposition party the Ja-
maat-e-Islami has also lent its
support to the agitation pro-
gramme designed to press the
ruling BNP to concede the
demand for holding the next
general elections under a care
taker administration. The Ja

mant is 'o hold a public pyc,
ing in the ﬂ“}il the dh_:f'.*

The AL plans tg organise its
activities mainly around the
Secretariat while the JP sup-
porters will rally in Motijheel
the capital's busiest commer
cial district.

One AL source claimed the
party would strive to mobilise
half a million supporters for its
programme.

Meanwhile, an emergency
meeting of the AL central
committee will be held tomor-
row to plan and review final
preparations.

AL presidium member and
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
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