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sther population controversies
today at the start of a big UN
conference in Cairo.

Most world leaders pre
whed com ise and 1ol
erance while tweo WwWomen
Prime Ministers, Gro Harlem
Brandtlang of Nerway and
Benazir Bhatto of Pakistan. sct
the limits for an abbrtien de
hate likely o econtinue
throughout the nine-day meet

K

LS Vice Presideni Al Gore

tolkd a seminar the best course
was (0 agree (o disagree while
trying to make the cenference
programume ol action’ as rgor
oS as possible.

Behind the scenes some of
the 3.500 government dele
gates are working on language
to placate Catholtes and
Islamists who object to large
sections of the draft pro-
gramme because it does nod
lake a moral stand against
abortion and extramarital sex.

Four mainly Muslim states
— lrag. Sudan, Lebanon and
Saudi Arabia — are boycotting

the meeting. but others
including Iran and the
( :rr.{.uliﬂa{inn of the Islamic
Conference, say Muslims

should come and put their
VICWS

Egypt's own Muslim mili-
tant organisation. the Gama'a
al-1slamiya, has told foreigners
lo stay away for their own
safetv but so far militant gun-
men and bombers have not at-
tacked.

Thousands of police lined
streets to the Chinese-built
conferenge centre, where
<ome 8 500 delegates and ac-
tivists from more than 150
states have gathered to map
aut a population strategy for
'he next 20 years.

(iro Harlemm Brundtand cut
thirough the initial mood of
cosy compromise set by male
yrab leaders. She demanded
abortion be legalised and ac-
cnused religious opponents of
iy poCTiSY

“Morality becomes hypo-
erisy if it, means accepting
mothers,..dying in connection
with unwanted pregnancies
and illegal abortions and un-
wanted children,” she said.

Norne of us, whatever our
religion, can disregard that
thortions occur and that where
they are illegal or heavily re-
stricted the life and sealth of
the women is often at risk.
Decriminalising abortion
should therefore be a minimal
response (o this reality,” she
added
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ltalian Family Minister
Antonio Guidi said he regret
ted that Brundtiand had cre-

ated a “football match atmo-
sphere” in the conference hall.
"There is a strong will among
everyone Lo make this confer-
ence one of comnmunication
and not conflict,” he said.

Bhutto, on the delensive
because of public apinion at
home, said Pakistan had prob-
lemms with the drait pro-
gramme — a 113-page docu-
ment setting guidelines which
should held world population
to 7.8 billien in 2050, up from
5.6 billlon today.

Dhaka population
doubles in 10 yrs

The population of capital
Dhaka increased by more than
100 per cent during the last
10 years, State Minister for
planning Dr Abdul Moyeen
Khan told the House yesterday.
reports UNB. :

The present population ol
the Dhaka city is 85.82 laklr
while it was 42.48 lakh in
1984, he said.

to a written ques-
tion from Sheikh Ansar Ali
(Jamaat), the State Minister
said Dhaka's population in
1981 was 34.40 lakh and it
rose to 60.30 lakh just five

years ago in 1989,

Replying to a supplemen-
tary question from Moulana
Ataur Rahman Khan, Moyeen
Khan said when the countrys
total population is grewing by

2.17 per cent, the population
growth rate of Dhaka city is

about 7.29 per cent.

She argued that Islam ap-
proved of family planning but
would never accept abortion or
non-traditional forms of fami-
lies.

"Regrettably this confer-
ence's document contains®se-
rious flaws striking at the
heart of a great many cultural
values in the North and in the
South and in the church and in
the mosque.” said Bhutto, the
only one of the three Muslim
women prime ministers who
originally planned to come.

Delegates said the European
Union had drafted a new ver-
ston of sensitive sections.
especially the chapters on re-
productive rights, health and
family planmng: morbidity and
mortality. ‘

The Vatican has welcomed
the EU proposal to find com-
promise language but lew de-
tails have yet emerged. "The

JP opposes bilateral
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the Jamaat and the JPj, we
now know what the opposition
narties demand. We hope we
will be able to sit together

with a broader agenda.” Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury told
reporters after yesterday's
meeting

'We iried to read the

Oppositon s mind during the
meeting.” he added.

Prof Chowdhury said that
the JP had declined to dis-
cuss the caretaker govern-
nEnl 1ssue on a4 one-on-one or
hilateral basis. Instead. the is-

s11e should be discussed with -

the representatives of all op-
pasition parties. the JP leaders
were (uoted as saving.

The Deputv Leader of the
Heonse sadd he would try to talk
with the Opposition leaders
A#gain within two days.

He said that the September
ity Dhaka siege programme
(il not come up at the discus-
MM

In a separate press briefing,
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
said the JP informed the rul-
ing party leaders of its reserva-
tion about discussing-the issue
of a caretaker government at
any bilateral meeting.

“We have communicated to
the ruling party leaders that
the problem relating to (he
demand for a caretaker admin-
istration for holding general

Bureaucracy
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the chair ;

The state minisier said gov-
ernment officials should put in
their best efforts to utilise for-
eign aid to ensure sustainable
development based on paverty
alleviation and human re-
sources development.

Aminul Huq also said the of-
ficials should conduct aid ne-
gotiations. in such a way that
the conditions of the loans do
not go against the interest of
the country.

Shahidul Alam, who is also
Convenor of the BIAM, said the
couniry's foreign aid manage-
ment is extremely poor. This
has been delaying the imple-
mentation of foreign aided
projects, he said.

Chief Tachnical Adviser to
the ERD Balliram Baball and
Assistant Chief Zakir Hossain
jointly presented a paper on
"Flow ol External Resources
into Bangladesh” at the work-

elections could be resolved in
4 dialogue between the ruling
party and the united
Opposition,” Mizan Chowdhury
said. :

Replying to a question he
said, "We have only expressed
our grievances relating to the
police atrocity during our
August 23 rally in the city and
so many charges brought bv
the police under the Anii-
Terrorisin Act against JP ac-
tivists."

Asked if they expect the
government to withdraw the
charges following yesterday's
discussions, Mizan Chowdhury
said: "We saw the BNP leaders
taking notes an the allegations
and writing down names of
some of the accused JP lead-
ers and activists.”

Moudud Ahmed told
newsmen that the JP had
clearly informed the ruling
party leaders that there was
now no relevance of the
Opposition-sponsored - bills
seeking constitutional provi-
sions for a caretaker adminis-
tration. ""Now we want the rul-
ing party to move a bill on the
issue,” he said.

Newcomers to BNP
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CBA lraders who joined the
Jatnv.abadi Sramik Dal, the
labour front -of the BNP, yes

‘tercdlay evening at Hare Road in

the city.

Brushing aside speculaﬂpn
that workers would be re-

wrenched, Begum Zia said her

government will not go far any
retrenchment and asked the
jute workers to "help make the
jute mills profitable by boost-
ing preduction and raising the
level of efficiency.

Welcoming over tem thou-
sand jute workers to the fold
of the Sramik Dal, those who
spoke on the occasion
cluded BNP Joimt Secretary
General and Fisheries Minister
Abdullah Al-Noman. Jute
Minister Hannan Shah, Sramik
Dal president Iskandar Ali and
general secretary Nazrul Islam
Khiau .

The Prime Minister said
the B3NP is the organisation of
those involved in the process
of production and that is why,
she reminded them. the sup-
port of the people for-the BNP
has been increasing.

The Prime Minister said
production at the Adamijee

. Secretary-

‘ should remain

in- -

game s

nior Vathk

poriers.
in the

Il wide open.” a se-
n official told re-

ing session UN
eneral Boutros
Boutros-Ghall urged the dele-
gates to accept each other's
religious beliefs and social cus-
toms but said this should not
make the conference declara-
tion so weak it is meaningless.

“Tolerance must be shown
in the strongest possible way,
for it should not lead to... half-
measurés, vague solutions or,
still worse, statements that lull
us into complacency.” he
added.

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak said the delegates
should seek a common denom-
inator through dialogue.

"We want our dialogue Lo
avoid dogmatism and fanati-
cism, for extremist opinions
outside the
framework of the development
of societies.” he said.

Outside the official forum,
more than 3,000 activists of all
kinds have gathered at a

stadium to lobby the

- nearby
~ delegates and peddie their

views to anyone gvho will lis-
ten.
Groups, from around the
world set up booths there to
advocate anything from routine
family planning to  the
Kundalini yoga path to health
and happiness.

Nowhere was the diver,
gence more apparent than at
booths 93 and 94 where rep-
resentatives from Mari Stopes
International, vocal campaigh-
ers of women's rights to family
planning — including abortion

_services — sat next door to the

International Right to Lile.

Dhaka siege
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ganisations from Dhaka city
and Lhe districts of Dhaka.
Manikganj, Gazipur, Mymen-
singh, Tangail. Narsingdi.
Munshiganj and Comilla (North
and South) at 29 Minto Road
in the afternoon.

The Awami League presi-
dent said hard-won demotcracy
failed to take institutional
shape because of the ruling
party's failure, inefficiendy and
widespread corruption.

This goverwment has re-
peatedly violated its promises
made to the people and
pushed the country towards
ruination, she said, adding that
the government has lost moral
rights to remain in power in
view of the present situalion.

Cabinet okays
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mation of a highway patrol po-
lice force and reorganisation of
traffic police units of the po-

lice department.

The Cabinet reviewed the
traffic system in the metro-
politan cities and directed the
concerned authorities to take
nll necessary measures (o
sireamline traffic centrol by
~trictly enforcing thg laws
regulating movement of
vehicles, including removal of

other forms of engroachment
of the city roads.

DU VC
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I have been totally finished, to-
tally devastated."

' Speaking on limitations of -
the university authorities to
check terrorist activities on
the campus, Prof Ahmed
pointed out that most of the
armed terrorists were out-
siders who could easily make
their way into the campus.
They could not be traced when
the halls were raided by po-
lice, he added.

Besides, he said, running

police could not Be imdgined

» in a civilised society. "What is

needed is to create hatred
among the general students
against the terrorists.”

Admitting that violence
took place in presence of po-
lice. the VC said, " 1 cannot
blame the police and decry
their activities since they are
only playing the role of an aux-
iliary force. But | believe they
could play a better role”.

"How can | blame the police
when my students don't abide
by my instructions. So 1 am to
be blamed."

Replying to a question on
various probe bodies formed
following terrorist activities,
he said, "We can take action
against the students only. But
we can't do anything against
those outsiders, mostly found
involved in campus violence.”

Regarding the DU Teachers
Association's demand for a ju-
dicial inquiry into the August 4
violence in which a teacher
was shot and injured and two
others were assaulted, Prof

Ahmed said such an inquiry
was beyond of his jurisdiction.

He, however, said he had al-
ready informed the higher au-
thorities of the DUTA demand.

The VC said that he had
been proceeding in a planned
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way with some priority steps
aimed at removing session
jam, developing the university
and strengthening its aca-
demic activities since he tock
over two years ago. "But terror-
istn  is affecting all these

steps.

e
e

.Chicf Whip Khandaker Delwar Hossain welcomed the

members of a British parliamentary delegation at Zia

Airport in the city yesterday.

— P1D photo.

unauthorised bus-stands and -

the university with the help of

Mohammedans held 1-1

trom the obvious effect of hav-
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matchés.

The 37th league battle be-
tween the two most popular
names in domestic soccer
once again underlined the
malady Mohammedans have
been plagued with; an awful
want of lady luck's benevo-
lence.

On a heavy, rain soaked
ground their four-man mid-
field rousted and paved the
way for a deserving first-half
lead.

Nurul Huq Manik, who
joined Mohammedans from
Brothers only this year. was in-
spirational and instrumental

for the 39th-minute penalty
awarded to them by Malaysian
referee Ishaq Bin-Ismail.

Manik played a lovely one-
two with Zahid to storm into
the box when Abahani's skip-
per Monem Munna, sensing
impending danger. scythed
him down from the side and
the foreign official, aided by
his compatriots on the line.
had no hesitation in pointing
to the dreaded spot.

Andrey Kazakov, one ol
Mohammedans' two Russian
players cooMy converted the
spot kick to raise his individ-
ual league goal tally to seven,
the highest so far in this year's
ten-team fray. .

Handicapped by the ab-
sence of their injured play-
maker Rumman bin-Wali
Shabbir and an atoning Russian
midfielder Vitaly for violent
conduct, Mohammedans yes-
terday adopted a five-four-one
combination to deadlift their
dwindling hopes. Their de-
fence played tight, at least in
the first half, leaving no room
for undesirable courtship with

danger.

Their midfield was mobile
to say the least. winning balls
and ensuring a steady stream
of balls down the middle. But
with only Kazakov around to
find the target. the front line
was short-handed without a
doubt. So there were plenty of
balls in the first 45 minutes of
play but not enough men to
reap the result.

To compound their prob-
lems their stop-gap skipper
Mahbub Hossain Roxy missed a
sitter after the tireless Manik
had laid a perfect through on
his path.

Abahani, who followed a
more familiar 4-3-3 system,

' stepped up pressure in the

second half. They were helped
by a withering Mochammedan
midfield which ran out of gas

Companies Act
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the rural people rushing to the
capital for work.

Environment Minister
Akbar Hossain told the House
that his ministry had taken up
a massive tree plantation pro-
gramme in the divisional
headquarters to contain envi-
ronment pollution.

In another notice, Miah
Mohammad Mansur Ali, BNP,
Chuadanga, urged the govern-
ment to ensure the security
and protection of the rural

people.

NGO staff shot
dead at
Srimangal

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 5: An NGO
official was shot dead at
Srimangal town thana head-
guarters of Moulvibazar district
yvesierday morning.

The victim Jashimuddin
Baset, 40, field coordinator of
a France-based NGO named
‘Enfanto de Mondo' was asleep
in his rented house at
Moulvibazar Road of Srimangal
town in the night following
Saturday. At about 3-30 .am
Sunday some unknown as-
sailants entered the house and
shot at him. He was immedi-

. ately rushed to a private clinic

where the physicians declared

i him dead.

ing taken extra workload un-
der energy-sapping conditions

A Nazar Al effort
Munna's lob went out after
bouncing on the bar. and
Mohammedan supporters had
reasons to think that it was
time luck smiled on them.

However, that was not to be.

from

After Manik got his third yel-.

low card ol the league Lo be on
the line to miss at least one
match in the super league,
Shamim got his second yellow
card of the match for a tackle
ori Golam Gaus from behind
and to be gdismissed summarily
by the man in black. And this
numerical loss was Lhe last
thing Mohammedans could af-
ford under the circumstances.

Although Sacchi's

it proved fatal for -the black-
and-whites when. with the
game in the last five minutes
Abahani's Mansur, taking a
shot more out of desperation

than discretion, made the
night's score leve] (1-1).
A melee in front of the-

Mohammedan goal following a
corner kick saw Mansur
rolling all the strength in his
legs to come up with a cracker
that cleaved a crowded goal
mouth to anmual Mohamme-
dan's 47 minute old lead.

Italy
made light ol loss of men on
the field in the last World Cup.

3

A six-member British par
liamentary delegation led by
Conservative Party MP Michael
Colvin arrived n Lhe city yes-
terday on a six-day visit. re-

ports UNB
Chief Whip Khandker
Delwar Hossain received the

delegation at Zia International
Airport. Whip Ashral Hossain
and British High
{‘ommissioner to Bangladesh
Peter Fowler were present.

Other members of the dele-
gation are: Jack Aspinwall MP
(Conservative), Andrew
Bennett MP (Liberal). Roger
Godsiff MP (Labour)., David
Hinchliffe MP (Labour) and
Viscount Waverley, a member
of the House of Lords

During the visit, the delega-
tion will call on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas,
Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali,
Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz, Deputy Leader ol the
House Prol A Q M Badruddoza
( howdhury, LGRD Minister
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar and Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina.

PhakaJdeam
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delegation led by Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Chowdhury Kamal Tbne Yusuf is
also attending the ICPD '94.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia, who was scheduled to
speak at the opening plenary
session cancelled her trip.

The inaugural ceremony
which started amid strict se-
curity was a full house as heads
of states and government,
leaders of different delegations
including one from the
Vatican, and representatives of
different UN orgamisations and
NGOs.

A seat of ancient civilisa-
tion, the Caire city, with its 14
million populace, wore a fes-
tive lock. Flags flew along the
wide garden-frilled avenues of
the Egyptian capital while
placards and banners greeting
‘the guests of Hosni Mubarak’

| displayed at all prominent

Security police cordoned off

the whole Nasr City area of
Cairo. site of the ICPD '94
while jeeps bristling with
heavy weapons hid discreetly
behind trees.

Endless metal detectors,
police dogs shiffing bags for
explosives and thorough frisk-
ing of the delegales were also

arranged to deter a possible
thireal from extreinisis (o dis
rupt the last population con-
ference of this century.

Turkish air raid kills 51 Kurds

ANKARA, Sept 5 A Turkish air raid on a suspected
Kurdish rehbel camp across the boarder in northern lraq on
August 29 killed 51 guerillas. the military said Wednesday.
The air strike., the seventh such attack since July 26, ook
place last Monday in the region of Hakurk., seme 20

kilomnetres (12 miles) south

of the Turkish border. The

guerillas use bases in northern lraq for hit-and-run attacks
inside Turkey in their decade-long bailtle for avtonomy. The

rebels belong o
reports AP

the Kurdistan

Workers

Party (PKN).

India to si raditi
treaties with US, Canada

NEW DELHI. Sept 5

india wil sign extradition treaties

with the United States and Canada later this year o combat

the menace of terrorism,

Monday

india's interior
“The modalities for signing such trealies are being

minister said

worked out in censultation with these countries.” Interior
Minister S B Chavan told reporters in New Delhi. repprts AP.

Speakers in a dialogue on
publit administration refoym
severely questioned the gov-
ernment's willingness to make
the administration accountable
and pro-people and pointed
out that implementation of the
reform is more needed now
h than just identifying and justi-

fying it.

They also agreed that polit-
ical will, transcending party
interests, is needed most now
to bring about changes in the
-:;lvﬂ service that is charae-
terised by secrecy. red-tapism
and non-responsiveness.

The discussion session, or-
ganised by the Centre for
Development Research,
Bangladesh (CDRB) at a local
hotel., was attended by some-
40 Members of Parliament,
donor representatives, bureau
crats, prolessionals and aca-
demicians.

Governments since the late
80s had initiated a number of
studies®on/administrative re-
form, for changing the present
bureéaucracy. These include
one USAID-funded study, one
UNDP-funded and four reports
of secretaries.

However, none of the rec-
{HTlﬂ‘iaEﬂdﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂ had been im-
plemented although there
were? much in common among
these reports.

 Commerce Minister M
Shamsul Islam, who is also a
member of the ministerial
committee on administrative
refarm, while inaugurating the
discussion sawd. relorma of the
public adminjsiration demands
top priority for delivering re-

Political will for admin
reform lacking

S By Staff Correspondent

sponsive service to the people.

He also stressed the need
for a national consensus on the
proposed reform and said.
“The role of the Opposition is
very important and it is hoped
the Opposition will extend full
cooperation to us regArding
these reférms.’

The tone of the seminar
was set by the key-note paper
presented by a visiting
Fulbright schelar Ahtesham
Chowdhury.

Chowdhury, in his paper,
said fundamental reform of the
public service is required to
achieve a higher economic
growth and sustainable dewvel-
opment

The bloated size of the by-
reaucracy. ils non-transparent
system and non-functional
economie regulatory environ-
ment are slagaating public in-
vestment!, the paper main-

$ A M S Kibria, former for:
eign secretary and now an

Awami League adviber, said
Parliament had never
chance to debate the proposed
administration rf-fﬂrnf}.} :
BNP MP Abdur Rab
Chowdhury, himself a former
civil servant, said the oversized
bureaucracy must be down-
sized by at least one-third
within the next five years.
Professor Mohabbat Khan of

‘' the Public Administration

Department of Dhaka
University said. "The govern-
ment has miserably failed to
implement any of the recom-
mendations on reforms be-

|

)
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cause of lack of political will.”
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