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4-nation cricket

COLOMBO, Sept 4 The
four-nation World Series lim
ited-overs tournament made a
slippery start here Sunday
when the opening match be
tween India and Sri Lanka was
dashed by rain. reports AFP.

The maich. the first ol the
round-robin league in the two-
week event also featuring:
Pakistan dm'l ﬂu?trllu w"rll be
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bowled in the dav-night inter-
national at the Premadasa
Stadium before heavy rain
drove the plavers back to the
pavilion for the day.

India. sent to bat in over-
cast conditions. made 16 for
no loss with Sachin Tendulker
on 11 and Manoj.Frabhakar on
three.

The start itself was delayed
by two-and-a-halfl hours due to
slushy ground conditions
within the 30-yvard circle, fol-
lowing overnight rain. )

Umpires Brian Aldridge of
New Zealand and T. Francis of
Sri Lanka ordered a truncated
40-overs-a-side match. but the
action lasted only 17 minutes.

The waterv end came after
Sri Lanka's biggest-ever
cricket event was launched
with a colourful. hour-long
opening ceremony earlier in
the afternoon. watched by all
the four participating teams
and some 7 O spectlators.

The two teams will
awarded a

be

Monday.

Australia and Pakistan p.la}*
their first match on Wednes-

day
SCOREBOARD

INDIA '
M Prabhakar not out 3
S R Tendulker not out 11
Extras: (Ib 1. w 1) 2
Total: (no loss) 16
Bowling O M RW
Wickramasinghe 2 0 5 0
Vaas 2 0 6 0
Owers. 4

IOC caves In
to FIFA power

PARIS. Sept 4 The Inter-
national Olvmpic Committee
(1OC) caved in to the power of
the world's number one sport
and agreed that soccer would
be in the 1996 Atlanta 5Su-
mmer Games even though FIFA
has refused to sign an Olvmpic
doping accord. reports Reuter.

FIFA. soccers
body. is the only Olvmpic fed-
eration not to have signed the
agreementi. aimed at intensify-
ing the fight against doping in
sport through a single list of
banned drugs and common
sanctions against L}ﬂ:EﬂdE'TS.

The accord specifically
stipulates that only federations
which comply can take part in
the Games

But TO( president Juan
Antonin Samaranch told a
news conference on Saturday
soccer would definitelv be in
the Olympic programme for
Atlanta, : '

"I can assure you that there
will be football in the Atlanta
(GGames.” he said.

Samaranch said he had held
talks with FIFA president Joao

Havelange., an 10C member,

and general secretary Sepp

Blatier ini Paris on Friday.

"FIFA wants to reach an
agreement with the 10C and
the other federations.” he said.
"We will reach an agreement.
What sort of agreement. 1 do
not know."

But Samaranch conceded
that FIFA had successfully ar-
gued that soccer should be
treated as a special case. "Not
all federations are the same.
They are hll different.” he said.

FIFA has refused to accept
the idea of hour-of-competi-
tion testing. arguing it is un-
necessary in soccer and has so

far not adopted 10C norms of a

two-year minimum ban for
performance-enhancing drugs
such as anabolic steroids.
Samaranch's talks of a com-
promise with FIFA plainly un-
dermined the purpose of the

10C's much-vaunted doping
accord, signed by the other
federations this year after long

negotiations.

Cycling, which has not yet
accepted the two-year mini-

mum ban. signed the agree-
ment but added reservations.

The [OC has claimed it is
leading the fight against dop-
ing in sport and has always
maintained that it can only win
if all sports adopt a common

approach,

FIFA is fully aware it is on

point each il the |
match is washed outl again on .

governing

~safe in its conflict with
the because Atlanta Games
organisers are adamant that
the sport must be in the pro-
gramime fnlluwiqg the huge
popular success of soccer at
the 1984 Los Angeles Games
and at this year's World Cup fi-
nals hl the United Stllf.-ﬂ

Mohammedans' last chance?!

Their last victory
over Abahani Kri-
ra Chakra in the
Was recor-
way back in
1987 in front of
the vast unmanned terraces of
a locked Army Stadium. Seven
years later, Mohammedan
Club need to put an
end to that trend as earnestly
as never before as they take on
their arch-rivals this
in the concluding match of the
first phase of this year's Star
Premier Division football lea-
gue, scheduled for a 6:30 start
at the Dhaka Stadium.

The reigning champions
trail league leaders Abahani by
three points and the future of
their title defence largely rests
on the outcome of today's
derby. If the black and whites
lose, their gap with the sky
blues will shoot to five, dump-
ing them almost at a point of
no-return as far as this yurq
championship is concerned.

A win will, of course, be a
source of twin pleasure for
Mohammedans. Not only will

that break a prolonged jinx,

their title-retaining hopes will
also have a new lease of life

with the. gap being closed to
the extent of a selitary point.
That will be quite a rosy

prospect for the beleaguered

giants given the highly com-
petitive and unpredictable pat-
tern observed so far in the ten-
team fray|

No club has paid the price
of the topsy, turvy turn of
events more than Moham-
medans, who have run up to
this prestige tie with two
successive defeats.

First they went down to an
unfancied Agrani Bank 1-2 nn

Sports Reporter

August 29 to regisier their
maiden loss to the bankers. |
a rare exhibition of bad luc
the star-crossed Moham-
medans then allowed Brothers
Union toe clinch their first
victory against them since
198]1. A sixteenth minute pe-
nalty goal was en to rey
alise the second t in a
week for an immensely adored
team still in search of its first
title this year.

Severely handicapped by
the unfortunate injury te its

‘mercurial schemer and skip-

per Rumman bin Wali Shabbir,
who is now receiving treat-
ment for his badly affected
right in Singapore. and a
spate of disciplinary measures
x&nlt their Russian players.
ammedans showed re-
markable resilience in beating
star-studded Muktijoddha
Krira Chakra before letting
things fall apart.
Mohammedans played su-
perbly against Brothers Union
but were undone by their goal
blind strikers and to some ex-
tent harsh supervision by the
man in black. °

Abahani Krira Chakra, who
finished runners-up last year,
have suddenly been smiled
upon by the lady luck to em-
bolden their feeble campaign
to regain the Premier title.

In a wide open league,
marked by an unprecedented
four-way race for the title
since Muktijoddha enrolled
themselves in contention with
their dazzling collection of
almost all the national booters
and the Federation Cup.
Abahani have so far been the
only team to have escaped the
smudje of defeat. Not only

Jansher wins
HK Open

HONG KONG, Sept 4: World

Mohammedans, Brothers and | number one Jansher Khan saw

Mukt a have alse
thetr of losses.

The Dhanmondl team will
also enjoy a psychological edge
over their traditional foes in
today s match having won this
year's only meeting of the u-
tans — away in Calcutta in the
Charms Cup final.

Abahani, who go into today's
match with refreshing memo-
ries of an emphatic 6-2 win
over babes Bangladesh Boys.
are likely to play their all three
foreigners in the first eleven.

Mohammedans can only
field two of their three
Russians since Vitaly is serving
a six-match ban for his assault
on referee Rafiqul Islam during
the trouble-torn match
PWD on August 17 which
Mohammedans drew one-all

Meanwhile. the authorities
have brought three referees
from Malaysia to avoid the re
verberating allegations of bi-
ased supervision by the local
whistlers.

Radio Bangladesh will give
commentary of the vi-

tal match from 6:30 pm on-
wards. However, Bangladesh
Television, which considerably
improved its image to the

sports lovers by providing live
coverage of gome of the impor-
tant domestic soceer engage-
ments recently, reportedly
shelved its plans of covering it
for fear of vandalism by the
soccer hooligans, a chronic
evil that has with re-
newed monstrosity this year.
The rate of tickets has been
fixed at Taka 20. Ticket coun-
ters and the gates will be

upened simultaneously at 2:30

had

Samaranch's sails trunmed

PARIS. Sept 4:
Olympic chief
Juan-Antonio Sa-
inaranch overca-
me a revolt by
rank-and-file 10C
members on Sunday and won
seats on the International
Olympic Committee for the
barons of the world's major
sports federations. reports
Reuter.

On the first day of its 103rd
session the 10C decided that
Samaranch, as its president,
could nominate up to 10 new
members, 10C officials said.

The move amounts to one of
the most significant changes of
IOC rules in its 100-year-his-
tory. widening the member-
ship of perhaps the world's
most exclusive club.

But in what participants
satd was a stormy debate, 10C
members forced their leader
to drop an earlier proposal
which would have given the
Spaniard the right to name the
new members without the ap-
proval of his IOC colleagues.

"It was a bloody big battle.”
one 10C member said.

Under a reWrite of the
Olympic Charter, Samaranch
will nominate up to 10 new
members for either their
"function” or their "particular
qualifications”.

[OC director-general Fran-
cois Carrard said it was ex-
pected the head of sinterna-
tional sports federations would
get almost all the new places.

"The president has said
time and again...that it is fun-

| damental to the strength of

the Olympic movement that its
major components are repre-
sented in the heart of the
IOC," Carrard told reporters.
Under the compromise rule
change, Samaranch’s nominees
have to be approved by the ex-
isting 88 members of the 10C.

‘All 10 also have to come from

10 different countries — avoid-
ing the risk of new national or
regional power blocs on the
committee.

Carrard said members
elecied under the new rule
would have to quit the 10C if
they lost their other posts as
head of major sports federa-
tions.

I0OC members said the re-
volt against Samaranch's origi-

nal proposal was led by the
doyen of the 10C, 73-year-old
Grand Duke Jean Lugrem-
bourg.

The members said the
Grand Duke, an 1OC member

since 1946, won the support
of 27 members for his pro-
posal for a secret ballot block-
ing the proposal.

The compromise appeared
to be reached during a midday
coffee break during which
Samaranch and his lieutenants
on the ruling executive board
huddled together to discuss

SAMARANCH
their taclics.
1OC members saild that once

the session resumed. the
compromise was proposed by
Germany's Thomas Bach — at
Samaranch's request the call
for a secret ballot was dropped
and the compromise was ac-
cepted unanimously.

Traditionally IOC members,
spread thinly around the globe,
represent the [OC in their own
countries rather than repre-
senting a -particular consti-
tuency or cduntry on the 10C.

But Samaranch, pushed by
world athletics chief Primo
Nebiolo, has long wanted to
give international federations a
greater voice wlthin the 10C
itself.

S0 keen were 10C leaders
to promote the "unity” of the
Olympic movement, that they
decided on Friday to rename
Jast week's Olympic Congress
the "Congress of Unity".

"We are very pleased by this
decision. 1 think.it shows tha
the re-baptised "Congress ol

Unity is not just a word in the
air.” Carrard told reporters.

Eight major sports federa-
tion chiefs are already mem-
bers of the 10C, including foot-
ball's Joao Havelange, skiing's
Marc Hodler and boxing's
Anwar Chowdhury.

Nebiolo, the Italian who has
made athletics one of the
world's most lucrative sports,
was appointed to the 10C two
years ago under a special pro-
cedure foreshadowing Sunday’'s
decision and is the only cur
rent member never to have
been elected by his colleagues
on the 10C.

Carrard said federation
presidents would still have the
opportunity to become old-
style IOC members. who have a
job until the age of 75. by
virtue of their position within
their national Olympic com-
mittees, for example.

Carrard said the 10 new,
members could be nominated
immediately, but sources close
to Samaranch said he would
hold off on naming them until
an ICC session in Budapest
next June,

They said the [OC leader
had a list of more than 20
people he wanted Lo bring on
to the IOC and was hoping
some of those would be chosen
in routine [0OC elections
scheduled for Monday.

The decision was seen as a
major victory for Nebiolo, who
is president of the Association
of Summer Olympic Interna-
tional Federations (ASOIF).

But the Italian said: "It's not
a victory for the federations
and a defeat for the 10C. It's
ordy a good decision which will
reinforce the unity of the
Olympic movement because it
will put the people.who run
sport into the decision making
of the 1OC .~

Lara holds key

LONDON, Sept 4: War-
wickshire's bid .for a clean
sweep of all four of En
domestic cricket titles looked
to rest on thge shoulders of
Brian Lara after Rain halted
play in the NatWest Trophy fi-
nal at Lord's on Saturday,. re-
ports Reuter.

Lara hit an unbeaten 36 as
Warwickshire recovered from
17 for two to be B8 for three
after 29 overs before rain
ended play for the day shortly
before lunch.

Warwickshire, already win-

ners of the county champi-
onship and the Benson and
Hedges Cup. will resume their
innings today with another 31
overs in which to build a test-
ing target.
The last eight NatWest fi-
nals have been won by the
side batting second and
Worcestershire skipper Tim
Curtis had no hesitation in
fielding first when he won the
|0SS.

Seamers Phil Newport and
Tom Moody made the new ball
dart around alarmingly as
Warwickshire faced a torrid
time in the first hour. '

Billy Wright

passes away

LONDON, Sept 4: Formert
England captain Billy Wright,
the first British player to be
capped 100 times, died at his
London home on Saturday. He
was 70, reports Reuter.

He had fought a long battle
against cancer, said a spokes-
woman for his former club
side, Wolverhampton Wander-
ers.

Wright played in 105 inter-
nationals, 70 of them consecu-
tively.

Tom Finney, a contempo-
rary in the national side, said
England had "no better or
more loyal servant.

"Billy was a solid as a rock.
He was also a nice guy.”

Wolverhampton owner jack
Hayward, who made Wright a
director of the club in 1990,

said: "Billy was more than just -

a brilliant player, captain and
tactician — he was a real
gentleman in the true meaning
of the word. We shall not see
his like again

England manager Terry
Venables said Wright was a
tremendous role model for

younger players.

.......

uergen Rlinsmann, the only ﬂtstding player during

off the latest to his
throne with a decisive 15-7.

15-10, 15-6 defeat of Scot-

land's Peter Nicol to win the

Hong Kong Open Sunday.
AFP.

Nicol had said earlier that
he had his eye on Khan's num-
ber one title after he defeated
the Pakistani at the Welsh
Classic in February.

The Hong Kong final gave
five-time World Open winner
Khan the perfect opportunity
tlo exact for that de-
feat and Nicol's claim to his
throne.

“You can't be the king after
just one tournament.,” Khan
said.

“To be the king you have to
be there for seven years like
Jahangir Khan or myself."

"Even if he had eaten me
today | still would not say he
was the king."

50 now you know who is

World number seven Nicol
found himself In immediate
trouble at the start of his first
appearance in a major final,
with Khan racing to a 6-1 lead
in the first game.

That paftern was repeated
in the second and Nicol only
once headed Khan in the

match, when he led 4 3 in the
third game.

JANSHER KHAN

Khan's response was swifl
and decisive as he won the
next seven points to kill off the
2 1-year-old Scot's challenge.

"l didn't give him any
chances, | was able 'to get in
front and control the court and
that gave me confidence,
Khan said.

Nicol has risen from 36 to
seven in the world rankings
last year and Khan believes he
could rise further with meore
hard work.

Klinsmann named
German booter-
of-the-year

BONN, Sept 4: Tottenham
striker Juergen Klinsmann was
named German-footballer-of-
the-year on Saturday. reports
Reuter.

Klinsmann. who had a su-
perb World Cup despite Ger-
many's largely disappointing
performances, took 211 of the
772 votes cast by German
sports journalists to take the
most prestigious spccer award
in his homeland.

Klinsmann, who has made
an impressive start to his ca-
reer in England since he
joined Tottenham from French
side Monaco at the start of the
séason, has now won the award
twice after picking it up in
1988 while he was at VFB

Stuttgart.
German’'s most capped
plaver, Lothar Matthaeus of

Bayern Munich, took second
place with 117 votes ahead of
national team midfielder Ma-
tthias Sammer in third with

..........

Germany's disastrous World Cup campaign in the USA this
summer and who is making an impact in the English
Premier league, poses with his trephy after being voted
footballer-of-the-year by readers of Kicker sports magazine

in Germany on Sept 3.

— AFP photo

draw.

Brothers Union's
euphoria follow-

ing their solitary

defending cham-
pions Mohamme-
dan Sporting Club last
Thursday was almest dispelled
as Fakire I Youngmen's
Club rallled from a S8
four-goal deficit before finally
bowing down 3-4 in the sec-
ond of the two Star Premier
Division league matches billed
for the Dhaka Stadiugh yester-
day. -
The Gopibagh side, who
the space of the first 33 min-
utes of the match, found them-
selves at their wit's end In the
face of spirited. Fakirerpool
sorties that rocked their de-
fence time and again for the
rest of the match. 1

The win in their last en-
gagement of the first phase left
Brothers trailing Abahani and
Muktijoddha in the points
table with 12 from nine
matches, two points clear from
the reigning champions, who
play their last match against
their traditional rivals Abahani
in a crucial tie today.

In a thrilling encounter
with a foreign referee officiat:
ing, Brothers Union, who sur-
vived two close calls in the
first fifteen minutes, took the

goal victory over’

pumped in all the four goals in -

DHAKA MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5,
Sport s

Sports Reporter

lead against the run of the play
when a left flank lob from de-
fender Ruhul Amin sailed into
the net after hitting the far
post, much to the amasement
of a few hundred spectators.

Winger Ranjan then struck
twice in the space of two min-
utes to give his side a solid 3-0
lead, 24 minutes into the
match.

. These two goals take
Ranjan’'s tally to six and place
him at the top of the individual
scorers’ list along with Moha-
mmedans' Russian striker
Andrey Kazakov.

. Strtker Biplob pushed
Brothers Union further ahead
nine minutes later when he
slotted the bdll home past a

helpless Fakirerpool custodian
Kawsar tumah:tthrrgnll to
nil.

Brothers custodian -Ponir
made some brilliant saves to
keep his record clean for the
first 45 minutes.

But the ine ced sub-
stitute goalkeeper, Humayun.
who came after the breather
conceded three goals as the
Brothers defence collapsed
under constanit pressure from
the mettlesome Fakirerpool
booters.

Striker Arif scored the first
goal with a neat placing shot in
the 57th minute before Askar
Khan Babu made it 2-4 by a

1994

P’In}rurs nf wan Llub and Agram Banh vie i-m' t,hln hlﬂ dunng a btnr Pre-m Lhﬂm
foothall league match at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday. The game ended in a goalless

-—&HM

Brothers survive a scare

spectacular header in the
62nd minute.

Promising left-back Hassan

al Mamun then struck the
third goal for the losers wilth a
rainbow shot in the dying mo-
ments of the match.
" This defeat lefi Fakirerpoel
glued to their previous collec-
tion of seven points on com-
pletion of their aine round
robin league matches.

In the frst match of the
day, Wari Club and Agrani Bank
played out a lack-lustre goal-
less draw.

The draw left traditional
giant-slayers Wari at the fifth
position with nine points from
as many matches while Agrani
Bank raised their collection to
seven also from nine encoun-
lers.®

Away at the Mirpur
Stadium, East End Club beat
high-flying Shantinagar by the
odd goal in three in the only
Star First Division football
league tie.

Selim and Saurav notched
one goal apiece for the win-
ners while Masud Karim pulled
one back for Shantinagar.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Farashganj vs Eskaton SS
4:30 pm (Dhaka Stadium)

Mohammedan SC vs
Abahani KC 6:30 pm (Dhaka
Stadium)

ROME, Sept 4.
Chen Lixia pro-
duced a masterful
. serles of dives to
lead a Chinese |

2 in the women's
| metre springboard event at
the World Swimming Cham-
pionships Sunday. report
agencies.

It was China's second diving
gold after Fu Mingxia's victory
on Saturday in the women's
highboard. It was also China's
second 1-2 in a row,

Leading from the second of
the five rounds of dives, Chen
totalled 279.30 points, ahead
of countrywoman Tan Shuping
with Canada's Annie Pelletier
collecting the bronze.

Cheril Santini of the United
States placed last of the four
divers throughout the final and
finished out of the medals. Tan
had 276.00 points. Pelletier
273.84 and Santini 261.72.

Pelletier, who won

the

- Commonwealth Games 3-me-

tre competition at Victoria,
British Columbia, two weeks
ago, threatened the Chinese
early and led after the opening
round with a forward 2 1/2
somersault that earned two
8.00s and 57.72 points.

Chen took over in round
two, however, when her re-
verse 1 1/2 somersault col-
lected an 8.5 and five 8.00s for
score of 57.60.

Diving under total control
and in a position to take no

Chma s second dlvmg gold

risks. Chen increased her lead
round by round although
Pelletier threatened again with
her fourth dive, an inward 1
| /2 somersaullt, that earned
iwo 855 and four 8 .00s.

Itn the fifth round. Tan pro
duced her best dive. an inward
2 1/2 somegsault, to collect
the highest score of the com-
petition, 63.90.

Pelletier responded with a
backward 1 1/2 somersault
with 1 1/2 twists but it scored
only 57.00 and dropped her
back to the bronze medal.

On Saturday, Fu Mingxia,
the Chinese girl who won her
first world title at the age of
12. retairred Her 10m platform
title and then called on the
sport s authorities to scrap all
age restrictions on entry into
the World Championship.

After an ell-like Fu won “er
first title in Perth in 1991, the
International Swimming
Federation (FIFA) imposed a
minimum age of 14 for en-
trants.

Fu. now 16 and also the
Qlympic champion, com-
mented: "I think they should
allow boys and girls of any age
to take part. In diving you need
to be voung to achieve good re.
sults.”

Despite her clear commit-
ment to a life entirely domi-
nated by the sport. Fu's de-
scription of her daily routine
will only have increased con-
Cern abnm the consequences

of allowing even l4-year-olds
into international competi-
tions.

Fu and Bin Chi. the 15-year-
old who took the silver medal,
spend an astonishing six hours
a day diving. Their mornings
are spent studying. The rest of
their lives are taken up by div-
ing, eating and sleeping.

For Fu,_ life has been like
that ever since she left her
family as an eight-year-old to
train full tirme with China's
diving coach Yu Fen.

All thpse vears of honing
her diving dlearly paid off as Fu
kept her composure to earn
victory on Saturday with her
last dive.

Trailing throughout, she en-
tered the water with barely a
splash after spinning through
3.5 inward somersaults to

- snatch the title from Bin Chi.

Fu had been 22 points adrift
of the lead at the half-way
stage of the eight-dive final.

+  Bin Chi went.into the final
round with a two points advan-
tage but could not produce a
good 'enough execution of her
backwards 2.5 somersaults to
pit herself beyvond reach.

Medals table after the
fourth «day of  ithe Waorld
Swimming (hampionships
yesterday. 0 g B
(hina 2 3 1
Zimbabwe 1
Mexico - - 1
Unj[cﬂ States B - 1
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Ratarina Witt says
she doesn't like
some ol the
Mympic media
coverage she's
seen, especially
when it portrays athletes such
as fellow figure skaters Nancy
Kerrigan and Tonya Harding as
"cult stars or demonic figures "
reports AP

"There are a lot of great
aspects to the Olympics." Witt
said at a seminar on sports and
the media at a congress of the
International Olympic Co-
mmittee. "They stand for
something important. whal
we're fighting for, but they get
ignored with something like
Nancy Kerrigan and Tonya
Harding. The Olympics are
about more than that.”

Kersrigan and Harding
dominated the spotlight at this
years Winter Olympies in
Lillehammer. Norway. follow
ing the January clubbing attack
on Kerrigan that kept her oul
of the US figure skating na
lionals. Harding s ex-husbhand

admitted planning the attack

on KRerrigan, who went on to
win the s=ilver medal at
Lillehammer.

"It becomes evident that

the depiction of our personal-
ity is far remnoved from reality
and that an imaginary, persona
invented because

has been

KATARINA WITT

certain media need to create
cull stars or demnonic lgures,”
she sald

Witt was a figure skaling

Witt critical of medla

gold medalist at the 1984 and
488 Winter Olympics and
hersell a widely adored idol in
the wake of fawning news cov-
erage of her, She also experi-
ericed working on the other
side of the camera, as a com-
mentator for the US television
network CBS at the 1992
Games in Albertville.

Some of the criticism ley-
elled at the media was lusas
harsh. "Naturally | would some-
time wish for more expansive
details concerning the type of
sport during Olympic reports,
because the quantity of
spaghetti that Alberto Tomba
eats every day. for example, is
not to me a rivetingly fascinat-
ing topic. said German speed-
skater Franziska Schenk.

Witt's comments on the
Kerrigan and Harding coverage
drew critical replies [rom
fournalists who served as
panelists here

James Easton. president of
he International Archery Fe

"deration. also assailed the
media for giving “overex-
posure” Lo the Harding-Ke-

rrigan affair



