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Japan to develop new fighter: .
Japanese Dc!‘rnct Ministry and aircraft makers plan to
develop a new fighter by the year 2008, the economic daily
Nihon Keizai Shimbun reported yesterday. Reuter says from
Tokyo.

Nihon Keizai Shimbun said the plan called for a consor-
tium of makers to produce a successor to the McDonnell
Douglas F.153 fighters now produced under license in Japan,
and the current mainstay of the cuuntry'a air force.

Chamorro to si new law:
President Violeta Chamorro said Friday she would sign a new
law teo increase civilian control over Nicaragua's armed forces,
Reuter reports from San Jacinto Nicaragua.

The law would allow the president to accept or reject
candidates for army chief as nominated by the 30-member
military council of top officers.

Bandits hijack truck near Delhi:

Bandits hijacked a truck in a village near New Delhi, got rid of
the cargo and fled with the vehicle, AP reports from New
Delhi.

The truck was packed with thousands of live chicken
headed for the slaughter house, the Economic Times news-
paper reported Saturday.

Lesotho Eovt to be reinstated:

Lesotho's King tsie and ousted Prime Minister Nisu
Mokhehle said his government would be reinstated, Reuter
reports from Maseru., :

It was agreed the process of restoring the government
should start immediately, Mokhehle told Reuters after his
meeting with the King.
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Ukraine-Russia's 17 accords:
Ukrainian and Russian ministers moved closer on Friday to
concluding a friendship pact between the two most imporiant
former Soviet Republics and agreement on other key issues
including the division of the Black Sea Fleet, Reuter reports
from Kiev.

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Shokhin told
reporters after a day of talks that 17 accords were virtually

ready to be signed.
polls:

12 to contest Mozambi ue

Twelve contenders registered for Muzamblqu: s presidential

elections before the deadline on Friday night, electoral
officials said, Reuter reports from Maputo.
They include incuimbent President Joagum Chissano and

lormer, Renamo relwl leader Alonso Dhlakamga,

Demonstration near White HGU.S*IE;:

Hundreds of Vietnamese-Americans demonstrated Fridav to
press the Clinton administration to make human righis a
condition for further thawing in relations with Hanoi. Reuler
reports from Washington.

Chanting "human rights for Vietnam" a throng of some 400
to 500 demonstrators that extended for several blocks
marched Irom Capitol Hill to Lafayette Park actoss from the
White House.

Japan to Press for SC seat: opon wi

cmtinut to press rmanent seat on the United Nations
Security C_uuncﬂ but if uucceuﬁ.ll will not play a military role,
Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama said yesterday, Reuter
reports from Tokyo.

He was speaking after a UN committee on Friday virtually
ensured that Japan would not achieve its goal of a seat for

years to come.

-
Y dam turbines o operate:
Argentina and Paraguay Friday activated the turhmenfn
long-delayed pound 10 billion hydrntlﬁ:tric dam, Reuter
reports from Buenos Aires.

By the time all its 20 turbines are operating, in 1998 the
Yacyreta Dam will have a 2,700 megawatt capacity, supplying
40 per cent of the eleciricity needs of Argentina — South
America’'s second largest nation — and much of Paraguay's.
Built on the river Parana on the two countries’ border the
dam started funclioning 21 years after construction hegan.
and' 13 years late

P Bl.l wrts Chl.l‘ac. French Forvign

Minister Alain Juppe on Friday issued a spirited endorsement
of Paris Mavor Jacques Chirac in next Hnyl presidential
election, AFP reports from Bordeaux, France.

Juppe, secretary general of the center-right rally for the
republic (RPR), recently said the would soon have to
choose either Chirac or Prime Minister Edouard Balladur as

its standard bearer in the campaign.
Courier service for US voters:

courier service to help Americans abroad cast absentee
election ballots in November was announced Friday, AP
reports from Washington.

The service will be operated by DHL Worldwide Express,
which has 1,500 offices throughout the world, and the
Federated League of Americans Around the Globe (FLAAG).

Cholera claims 67: A choiera epidemic in

western and northern Sierra Leone has claimed 67 lives,
including those of 21 children, since the start of August, a
Health Ministry official said Friday, AFP reports from
Freetown.

Dr Sheku Tejan Kamara told a press conference that
biological analyses had confirmed the outbreak, which had
affected more than 1,200 people. with Freetown itself hit by
some 20 cases.

Sikhs allowed to wear knives. sw.

youths should be allowed to wear ceremonial knives, as their
faith dictates, at school if other students can be protected
from possible harm. a federal appeals court ruled Friday, AP
reports from San Francisco.

The 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals said a California
elementary school must make "all reasonable efforts” to
accommeodate the religious beliefs and practices of three
youngsiers who have not l:tltm:hd school since January.

Bolivia's drug in held: s

-duchq.uthu'!mioryuu the man iﬂndtuhcﬂuﬂﬂas
biggest drug kingpin is behind bars — nabbed during a simple
security check, AP reports from Bogota

The United Siates on Friday sought the extradition of
Antonio Percy Roca. who is accused of masterminding the
smuggling of tons of cocaine into the United States.
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drug made by Key Pharmaceuticals Inc. has been awarded
28 6 million dollar in damages. AP reports from Fortland.

In a seggrate verdict. the jury awarded 22.5 million dollar
to a doctor who had sued the company for damage to his
reputation. Paul R. Bocel 1Il, 24, lost his short-term memory
ability as a result of a toxic reaction to the drug. called Theo-

Do
-

One to mS « Singaporean Tan
Yew Lee has been sentenced to death by hanging for drug
trafficking. a High Court official said yesterday AFF reports
from Singapore. -

Tan. 35 was found guilty of possession of 13 packets of
heroin, weighing a total of | 4 kilograms (3.08 pounds). late
st

The government said it has arrested the leader of one
of Mexico's largest drug rings. which critics had claimed was
connected to senior political figures. AP reports from Mexico
Gty

Deputy Attorney General Marico Rutz Massieu held a news
conference to announce the arrest of Juan Garcia Abrego He
was identifled as chief of the Gulf Cartel, which allegedly
shipped narcotics from Colombia along Mexieo s east coast to
the Umnited States.

Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams (R),
President Martin McGuinness hold a press conference on Friday in Dublin. In a statement
read before the press conference, Adams called for a withdrawal of British troops and police

from Catholic areas of Northern Ireland

(zeneral Secretary Lucillta Bhreatnach (C) and Vice-

— AFP photo
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| Ties with-Syria

have improved,

says Peres

CERNOBBIO, Italy, Sept 3:
Israeli Foreign
Shimon Peres said on Friday
relations between his country
and Syria had improved but
that the two sides were no
closer to signing a peace ac-
cord, reports Reuter,

"Atmospherically there has
mprovement in rela-
tions between Syria and Israel,
but operationally we have not

.made much progress.” Peres

told a news conference in this
north Italian town where he
was jltending an economic
meeting.

Peace talks hetw::n the
lwo countries have been going
on for nearly three years, but
are stalled over what to do
with the strategically impor-
tant ‘Golan Heights, which

Isracl captured from Syria in
the 1967 Middle East war.

Five more killed in rocket attacks

UN fails to hold Afghan meet

ISLAMABAD. Sept 3: A pre-
liminary meeting of the main
Afghan factions due to take
place Friday was cancelled be-
cause President Burhanuddin
Rabbani's group refused to talk
with Uzbek leader Rashid
Dostum, the United Nations
said. reports AFP.

A statement said represen— ;

tatives of Prime Minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and the
Shi'ite Wahdat faction had also
been due to attend the UN-
sponsored meeting along with
various "neutral” parties.

"The special mission very
much regrets the failure to
liold the joint preliminary
meeting, thus indicating that
the commitment to peace is
not yvet sufficiently strong and
widespread to overcome
inevitable obstacles,” the UN
stalement said.

Rabbani's faction has firmly
opposed the presence at such
a meeting of Dostum’'s repre-
sentatives, highlighting the
Uzbek leader's former com-
munist affiliations. '

Reuter adds: Rocket attacks
‘on_the Afghan capital Kabul
Killed five people and
wounded eight overnight and
on Friday, government con-
trolled Kabul Radio reported.

The radio monitored in
Islamabad. said about 90 rock-
ets struck residential areas of
the city under the control of
President Rabbani.

UNB adds: The mediator,
Mahmoud Mestiri, sounded out
the rival factions for several

weeks but failed to get them to

the bargaining table for talks

on ending fighting that has left
_ their homeland wrecked and

with no functioning economy

or government.

"Despite numerous meet-
ings, compromise proposals
and formulas, it was in the end
not possible to hold this joint
preliminary meeting,” he said.

Mestiri sald he will try to
enlist a "number of Afghan in-
dependent gruupa and per-
sonalities” {Jur peace ef-
forts. He did not elaborate but
this could include expatriate
Afghans and members of the

pre-communist governments,
Most analysts say Lhe rival

sides could continue fighting
for years because of the
weapons lhey received from
their former Western backers
and the arsenal inherited from
Afghanistan’'s deposed Comumu-
nists.

Viewed as saviors of Islam
when they overthrew the old
comununist regime in Kabul in

April 1992, the Mujahideen, or
Islamic warriors, are now seen
by most Afghans as power-
hungry mercenaries.

President Rabbani's troops
control Kabul, but renegade
Prime Minister Hekmatyar
sends rockets into the capital
from bases on the southemn
oulskirts.

Seven other Islamic fac-
tions, with regularly shifting
loyalties, are involved in the
conflict.

Mestiri began his peace
mission last April. He has
crisscrossed Afghanistan to
meet with dozens of leaders
a1l thousands of ordinary
Alghans in an attempt to end
the bloodshed.

Foreign UN workers have

! left Kabul. In July, they pulled

out of the western city of Herat
aller bombing raids there.

US-Cuban talks resume today

NEW YORK. Sept 3: US and
Cuban negotiators intend to
meel again Sunday and
American officials reported
progress in negotiations to
stop the exodus of thousands
of refugees sailing towards
Florida in m‘:kﬂy rafts, reports
Reuter.

American officials described
the talks that began Thursday
as making progress in reach-
ing a deal on sharply increas-
ing the number of US visas for
Cubans if Havana agrees to stop
the flight of refugees.

The US coast guard Friday
plucked 1,270 Cubans out of
the Florida straits and took
them to the US naval base at
Guatamamo Bav on the west-

ern tip of Cuba. The number
fell from about 1,900 Thurs-
dav.

Afte  nearly eight hours ol
talks Friday. negotiators re
cessed until Sunday while
Cuban envoy. ‘ed by Ricardo
Alarcon, a former Foreign
Minister. studied US propos-
als.

At issue is a UUS offer to in-
crease legal immigration to
more than 20,000 Cabans a
year in return for Havana
stopping the exodus.

Todate the United States
has only allowed in about
2.700 people a year. while
Cuba insists a 1982 agreement
allowed for thousands more.
Washington is also considering

other measures to admit nmrr-
Cubans.

A US official said an agree-
ment was “do-able” but that
many details still needed to be
worked out.

The spokesman for the US
delegation. David Johnson.
told reporters Friday the ne-
gotiations covered a “through,
in-depth discussion to possible

solutions to the continued un-

controlled outflow of Cubans'

and the US proposals to re-
place that outflow with a stan-
dard, predictable. deperidable

legal migration programme.”
Cuba has denied it allowed

prisoners to join the latest ex-
odus.

Plot to kill
Kumaratunga:
Probe begins

COLOMBO, Sept 3: Sri
Lankan police are probing an
alleged plot to assassinate new
Prime Minister Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
during a visit to a Buddhist
shrine last week, a top official
said today. !

Inspector General of Police
Fank Silva told Reuters they
were investigating a statement
by a man who claimed he had
been ordered to carry oul the
task. '

Other police sources said
the man, whose name was not
given, said he was kidnapped

by a group of unknown men on

August 26 and taken to Kandy
where Prime Minister Kuma
ratunga was scheduled to visil
the Dalada Maligawa shrine the
next morning.

However. according to »
statement made to polic
when the vehicle stopped ai
Mavwnella, halfway to Kandy
the man jumped out of the
vehicle and escaped to the
nearest police post.

He said the plan was for
him to pose as a photographer
and carry a camera fitted with
a bomb, which was intended (o
be detonated close to Kuma
ratunga.

It was unclear weather the
camera would explode in his
hands or not.
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Unidentified people mourn on Friday at the funeral of pro-
democracy priest Jean-Marie Vincent in Port-au-Prince.

Rev Jean-Marie
his church.

Vincent was shot dead late August 28 near

— AFP photo

French student
gang-raped in
Chandigarh

NEW DELHI, Sept 3: A
French student was gang-
raped by men believed to be
police officers after she was
kidnapped from the home of

i friends in the northern Indian

city of Chandigarh, newspa-

repom':d hm Friday. says
AFF

Five or :l.:r. police acting a-s
bodyguards for a politician al-
legedly seized the 20-year-old,
from the home of her
friends on the night of August
31 and raped her in another
house, the Hindustan Times
and other dailies said.

One of the Kenyans was
guoted as saying that the ab-
ductors were armied with AK-
47 assault rifles. !

The woman escaped from
captivity the next morning and
told her student friends she
had been raped, but, under
pressure from the police, she
charged her abductors only
with a less serious count of
molestation,
said.

The French embassy said it
was aware of the case but could
not confirm the girl’s national-
ity.

Police sources in Chan-
digarh, capital of the state of
Punjab, sald the woman's
complaint was under investi-
gation. |

Moscow welcomes
troops returning
from Germany

MOSCOW. Sept 3: The
Russian capital held festive
homecoming ceremonies on
Saturday for the las! troops re-
lurning from Germany. com-
plete with a military parade,
orchestras and even diehard
Communists demanding that
the soldiers headback for

Berlin, reports AP.
The train carrying the sol-

diers who withdrew from
Germany August 31 arrived
carly in the day to the

Belorussky train station, fa
mous as the site to which vic-
torious Sowviet troops returned
alter Warld War I

., Unmited Natjons '

Fundamentalist doctrine incompatible
with UN principles, says Ghali

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 3:
Fundamentalist doctrine is
"incompatible with the basic
principles of the United
Nations" Secretary General
Bouiros Boutros-Ghalli said
Friday, reports AFP.

Asked in an interview with
AFP about the situation in
Algeria. where Islamic funda
mentalists have waged a cam-
paign of violent attacks against
the government and more re-
cently foreigners, Boutros
Ghali said the doctrine of the
activists violates several basic
UN tents

"Certainly, a fundamentalist
doctrine is incompatible with
the basic principles of the
he said.

"That applies to all groups
choosing fundamentalism or
[slamic fundamentalism. It is
incompatible with the UN
charter on human rights." he
said referring specifically to
the charier's defense of male
and female equality

Bul the UN chief declined
to comment specifically on
Algeria, saying the United

Nations had not been asked to
consider any action by the gov
ernment or other cohntry
Boutraos-Ghalt spoke just be
fore leaving UN headquarters
for his native Egypt, where he
was to attend the September
5-13 UN population and devel
opment conference, He was
scheduled to visit Pakistan

India. Japan and China after
the conference.

Asked if he personally was
in favour of birth ceontrol in
some developing countries,
the UN chiel said "these deci
slons must be made by mem-
ber states.

The objective of the confer-

ence is to get international
public opinion more involved
in and sensitive to how great
the danger of demographic
explosion is.~

The Catro conference could
offer ideas and recommenda-
tions. Boutros-Ghalli said, "but
it is up to each member state
o choose the methods to
reach these goals. ™

The United Nations. he

sald, ‘does not have the power
to impose standards. We only

have the power to get people
involved, make

aware and to offer outined for
taking action.”

them more

When questioned about the

stark differences between
countries such China,
hardline birth control strategy,
and Pakistan, which has a spi-

ralling population growth rate,

with its

Boutros-Ghali said ‘every coun-
try is upique and has its own
problems. "

“The countries themselves
are in the best position (o
know what the best methods
are to find a solution to this

problem.” he said.
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Twin

mllage!

SAO PAULO, Brazil: A farm village in southern Brazil

very well be the country’s largest
the doctor who delivered most

years, reports AP.

twin producer, according to ®
of thr.m over the past 25

Of the approximately 300 pmpic who live in Linha de Sao
Pedro, 54 are twins. Dr. Anencir Flores da Silva said Friday.

According to the World ™aok Encyclopedia, twins occur once

Linha de Sao Pedro. about 620 miles (1.000 kilometers)
southwest of Sao Paulo, was settled nearly 100 years ago by
seven German immigrant families.

+ "They brought with .them a gene pool strongly predisposed
lo twins and since intermarriage among the families was the
rule, there are twins all over the place,”" Da Silva said.

"The genetic heritage of the village has been kept intact
because no other family ever settled there,” he added.

Two 30-year-old men are the oldest pair of twins alive and

a one-year-old

pair of twin girls is the youngest, Da Silva said.

None of the village's 27 pairs are identical.

13yr-old murderer

HIGH BRIDGE: A 13-year-old shot and killed an 11-year-
old who refused to apologise during an argument with an-
other boy, prosecutors said Friday, reports AP.

Jacob Tracy, who was sitting in his bedroom, was shot
once in the chest at point-blank range by the youth, who was
not identified because he is a minor, said county prosecutor

Sharon Ransavage.

The teenager, who fled but them telephoned the police
emergency number to report the shooting, was charged
Friday as a juvenile with first-degree murder. New Jersey
state law does not allow anvone under 14 to be tried as an

adull.

Miss Paruguuy Jannyne Peyrat is uwardud lhu. M'I-ia
National Costume prize of the "94 Miss International beauty
pageant on September 3 at Ise city, western Japan. The final

competition will be held here today.

Al Argam chief in
police custody

KUALA LU'MPUR, Sept 3 .
Malavsian police are holding
the head ol an Islamic sect at a
secrel location under & law
that allows indefinite deten-
tion without trial. officials said
Saturday. reports AP,

Clergyman Ashaari Muha-
mmad was arrested minutes
after he was expelled Friday
from Thailand, where he lived
in self-imposed exile for
several. years supervising the
operations of his international
messianic sect.

Malaysia outlawed Ashaarf's
Al Arqam group last week,
confirming an August 5 ban by
the nation's mainstream Isla-
mic clergy, who objected to
his allegedly deviationist tea-

chings.

Ashaari is being held under

the Internal Security Act,
which allows two months de
tention without trial, said po
lice deputy inspector general
Shamsuri Arshad.

After two months the home
minisier can order the deten
tion to be extended indefi
nitely for two-year periods, he
sail

“The act empowers the po.
lice to detain anybody who is
prejudicial to the security of
the nation ™ Shamsuri, Malay-
sia's No 2 policeman. told

*_ AFP photo

e poriers.

Normally. police can detain
a suspect for 24 hours before
he or she must be produced
before a magistrate.

In banning the group. the
government said it had be-
come a threat to national se-
curity, accusing it of spreading
disunity among the majority
Muslim- population of Malaysia.

Shamsuri refused to divuige
Ashaari’'s whereabouts, saying
he is 'In good healths' and 'in
police custody.’

The detention brings to a
head a brewing confrentation
between the secular govern-
ment of Malaysia and the
100,000-strong group. which
had gained popularity recently
in Malaysia and neighbouring
countries. Many people said
\shaari harboured political
ambitions.

~ Al Arqgam's generally peace.
ful members were easily iden-
tifed by their green f{lowing
robes and turbans. They also
displaved smaM portraits of
Ashiaari on their clothing or in

[m}ln povernment said the
cult like following of Ashaan
was dangerous. Besides propa-
gating religion, the group also
runs a business empire includ-
ing food. textile, audio cassette
and car rental businesses. \

Java N-lab

JAKARTA. Sept 3 : A nu
clear laboratory at an Indo-
nesian sgience center has
exploded, leaving one worker
dead and injuring a janitor,
the director-general of the
state atomic energy agency
sald Saturday. reports AP,

Djall Ahimsa said the labora
lory blast Wednesday at the
Center for Science and Tech
nology Development caused no
radiation leaks and occurred in
an area for non-radioactive
materials.

The atomic agency manages
the nuclear laboratory in West
Java province, 40 kilometers
(25 miles) west of Jakarta.
along with a 30-megawatt re-
actor provided by Stemens AG
of Germany.

Ahimsa said the agency is
investgating the cause of the

| explosion. Police have sealed

explodes

ofl the nuclear center and mil-
itary officers cordoned off Lhe
whole area, he said.

The agency recently an
nounced it would -build a 10-
megawatt isotope producing
reactor in (he area of the acci-
dent.

The ndonesian Environ
merital Forum known as
Walhi. ralled om the gov

ernmen! to investigate (he ex
tent of the damage and de
termine whether the blast
caused radiation leaks.

“f there are such leaks. the
government should publicly
announce it. Do not Iry (o
cover up the case, because Lhe
public has the right to know

salid Emmy Hafidz. » Walhi
spokesperson

Activists have opposed gov-
ernment plans te bulld

Indonesia's first nuclear plant



