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NASA-Boeing accord: . s

Aeronautics and Space ministration (NASA] and Boeing
agreed on the key elements of the international space station
contract, they announced Thursday in a joint communiqgue,
The agreement covers the scope of the work and reir
forces NASA's confidence that the station will be completed

on schedule and within budgel limits set by President Bill
Clinton and Congress '

Dispute over Falkland Islands:

Argentina has rejected Britain's protest in the latest dispute
over the Falkland Islands. the Foreign Ministry said
Thursday. AFP repotts from Buenos Aires. '

In a statement. the ministry said it was sending a letter of
protest to Britain. which had dismissed Argentina's rein-
statement of claims over the islands in the south Atlantic,

Pope prays for N Ireland: .. on.

Paul I1 said Friday that he is praying that Northern Ireland is
moving toward ‘an increase of trust. mutual respect and
:13];;[1{”'!}' on the part of evervone involved.” AP reports from
Jublin.

Tl'iEIPfI[.JF'R message 10 Cardinal Cahal Daily. the Roman
Catholic primate of Ireland, was released by the Catholic
Press and Information Office in Dublin. The IMEesSsage came on

the second day of a cease-fire called by the Irish Republican
Army. 1

Quake rocks Greek border: .

;:r_::wf-rful earthquake rocked the Greek-Macedorian border
Thursday. sending panicked residents running inte the
sireels and injuring at least 10 people, seismologists and
press reports said, according 1o AFP from Salonika.

) The seismic laboratory at Salonika University in Northern
Lreece said the gquake registered 5.9 on the Richter scale.

Catholic shot dead in Belfast: .

Catholic man was shot dead late Thursday in north Belfast.
police reported, the first shooting since a ceasefire
announced by the Irish Republican Army (IRA] came into
eflect at midnight on Wednesday, AFP reports from Belfast.
Police said the unnamed man was working with a colleague
on a car in Skegoneill Avenue at around ]1:00 pm local time
(2200 GMT) when two gunmen appeared through a hedge:
and fired five shots. |

Argentina wants ties with Iran:

Argentina favours normalising ties with Iran after relations
were strained by allegatioens that the Islamic republic was
involved in a deadly anti-Jewish attack in Buenos Aires,
Tehran radio said yesterday. AFP reports from Tehran.

In a message to the Iranian charge d’affaires in Buenos
Aires, the Argentinian government said it accorded a great
deal of importance to ties with Iran and wanted to
strengthen links between the two countries, the radio said.

US picks up 1500 Cubans: reary 1 500

Cuban rafters were picked up at sea by the US coast guard
Thursday, as US and Cuban government officials met to
discuss the refugee crisis, Reuter reports from Miami.

Wednesday the coast guard picked up 2,159 Cubans from
small homemade rafts and boats, pushing the total for the
~entire month of August to 21,300.

ZEIIIiII illVites C]iIltOIl: Chinese President

Jiang Zemin renewed yesterday an invitation to US President
Bill Clinton to visit China, AFP reports from Beijing.

"We have already invited President Clinton to visit Cliina,
so il he decides to come we will accord him a warm recep
tion,” Jiang told reporters before leaving China for a 10-day
European tour. ;

6 die in Bombay bldg collapse: .

dilapidated five-storey building coll in a Bombay suburb,
killing six people and mmjuring 11 others, police said Friday.
AP reports from Bombay. :

The building was evacuated recently after heavy rains in
the westiern metropolis. An adjacent bakery collapsed by the
impact of falling debris on Thursday night, police said.

US envoy meets Shevardnadze:

UN Ambassador Madeline Albright assured Georgian leader
Eduard Shevardnadze on Thursday that the United States
supports the return of Georgian refugees to the breakaway
province of Abkhazia. AP reports from Thilisi,

“We discussed the Abkhazian problem, and the peacekeep-
ing mission. and our views on that and other issues coin-
cided.” Shevardnadze sald after their meeting. =

10 Thai women held in Taiwan:

Taiwan police have arrested 10 Thai prostitutes in an eastern
county and local policemen are suspected of involvement in
the case. a prosecutor said yesterday Reuter reports from
Taipei.

"We are investigating into the case to see if any policemen
are involved in the case.” the prosecutor in Hualien county
told Reuters by telephone. Police arrested the Thai women at
a local brothel last Tuesday, but the arrests were not made

public.
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11 die in Java accident: i opress mrain
has collided with a bus in Central Java, killing all 11 people
on board the mini-bus, police said Friday, AP reports from
JJakarta.

The collision Thursday in Kebumen, about 500 kilometres
(310 miles] southeast of Jakarta, oecurred when the bus
stalled in a raillroad crossing and was hit by a train from Solo,
also in Central Java, said Col Mutamin Sunoto of the local po-
lice. He said all of the victims were killed instantly and the
bus was dragged 500 metres (yards).
Perez Balladares takes charge:
President Ernesto Perez Balladares took office on promises to
transform Papama's econbmy and step up the war on drug
traffickers. street crime and political corruption, AP reports
from Panama City.

Five years after Gen Manuel Noriega was toppled by a US-
led invasion, the dictator's:party returned to power with
Thursday's inauguration of Perez Balladares. But the 48-year-
old millionaire businessiman said his party had reformed.

2lh0td“dill + Suspected Muslim

extremists shot and killed a policeman and a police guard in
southern Egypt, the government sald Friday., AP reports from
Cairo.

The latest viclence came as 15,000 people were pouring
into Cairo for the UN International Conference on Population
and Developmen!, which opens Monday. The radical al-Gamaa
al-islamiva. or Islamic Group. had warmed participants o stay
away or risk violence.

M‘.-ndela in Jakﬂl'ta: South African

President Nelson Mandela arrived in Jakarta yesterday for a
two-day unofficial visit in his capacity as leader of the African
National Congress (ANC). AFP reports from Jakarta

Mandela greeted by Foreign Minister Ali Alatas at the air-
port declined to comment on the purpose of the visit but
promised to give more details after Mandela had met with

Presiden! Suharto.

France confirms death: . rrenes

Foreign Ministry confirmed Thursday that a French national
was killed August 25 in the western Algerian city of Oran
AFP reports from Paris.

The French newspaper Le Monde reporied earlier that
Rene Bouhanna. a Jewish French national aged about 60 was
shot to death outside his Oran home

BOKFMmtoUSMonda 2 South

Korean Foreign Han Sung-Joo will leave for
Washingion on Menday for talks with US President Bill
Clinton and senior officials on the North Korean nuclear
issue. officials said yesterday AFP reports from Seou]

The visit was announced a day after the State Department
said US negotiators would hold twin meetings with their .
North Korean counterparts September 10 in Berlin and
Pyongyang to discuss reactors and exchange of liaison offices

COLOMBO. Sept 2: The
armed forces have told Sri
Lanka s new government to re-
ject the Tamil rebels demand
for a ceasefire until peace talks
begin, military sources said
Friday. reports AP

The military fears the
rebels would use a ceasefire {o
build up their defences in the
'l year ethnic conflict, as they
did during 13 months of peace
talks that ended in June 1990.

On  Thursday, Prime
Ministei Chandrika
Kumaratunga held a four-hour
meeting with three military
chiefs and field commanders.
the sources said on condition
of anonvmity.

The government confirmed
that the meeting took place,
bul refused to say whether the
ﬁmi]ilar}f had opposed a cease-

B

"We are verv interested in
the government holding peace
talks, but not keen on declar-
ing a ceasefire that would be a
respite to the Tamil Tigers."
sald a source who was at the
meeting.

The prime minister assured
the military officials that they

would be involved in the peace.

process. She also repeated her
socialisl government's com-
mitment to ending the con-
flict, which has killed more
than 34,000 people, the
sonrce said.

The Peoples' Alliance [PA)
won control of Parliament in
an Aupgust 16 election and of-
fered unconditional peace
talks with the insurgents, who
are fighting for an indepen-
dent homeland,

But the Tamil Tigers then
set three conditions for talks:

International

Army tell Kumaratunga|
to reject Tamils' demand

lifting a four-year embargo on
basic commodities in rebel-
held areas, declaring a cease-
fire, and allowing people to
travel in and out of heavily
guarded guerilla zones.

The government on
Wednesday partially lifted the
embargo on rebel-held north-
ern Sri Lanka in an effort to
lure the guerillas to peace
talks. The embargo impover-
ished 600,000 Tamils of Jaffna
Peninsula by depriving them of
basic commodities such as
soap. candles, batteries and
kerosene.

The rebels from the Hindu
Tamil minority accuse the ma-
jority Buddhist Sinhalese of
discrimination in jobs and ed-
ucation. Tamils form 18 per
cent of Sri Lanka's 17 million
people.
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stinian school girls w

Pale

earing traditional

Muslim dresses sit in their classroom in

the Ramallah High School in the West Bank on Thursday. The school year opened
yesterday in the West Bank with Palestinians in charge of their own education system for the

first time,

— AFP photo
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(addafi threatens to destroy

TRIPOLL, Sept 2: Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddali, cele-
brating his 25 years in power
warned on Thursday that west
ern countries would pay a high
price for anv attack against
him and threatened he would
also set fire (o North Africa
and the Middle East. reports
Reuter.

The Libvan leader. whose
country has been under UN
sanctions since 1992 to pres-
sure him to hand over for trial
two men suspected of in
volvernent in the 1988 bomb-
ing of an American airliner
over Lockerbie, Scotland. said
he would never hand them
over 1o the United States or
Britam for a trial there

"We want to inform them

(the western cou. ries) ... and
let them know that there is a
giant air and land force. .’
Gaddafl said, commenting on
the military parade in Tripoli
he watched earlier in which
1.000 Soviet-made tanks as
well as jet fighters took part

‘Whatever action against
Libya will represent a big dan-
ger for its author. who will pay
highly its price.” he added in a
70-minute speech at a night-
time mass rally in Tripoli.

‘There are two million peo
ple ready to enter the battle ...
Libya will blow up North Africa.
it will open the borders {rom
the Atlantic to the Gull and
distribute arms to all those
who want them. We will trans-

North africa, ME

form the area from the Atlantic
to the Gulf into a hell,” he said.

Gaddafi appeared upset that
several Arab and African heads
ol state he invited to aitend
the célebrations did not make
the trip.

Only the heads of states of
Algeria. Chad, Sudan, Mali and
Comoros Islands attended,
while more than 70 countries
sent lower level delegations.
They were present at the rally.

“There are those who can-
notl come to Libya without au-
thorisation from the American
embassy ... only those who are
courageous come to Libya ...
whoever relies on America is
the first among the little peo-
ple.” Gaddafi said.

Constitutional
convention
begins in
Myanmar

BANGKOK, Sept 2: Some
700 delegates answered the
chairman's gavel reconvening
the constitutional convention
in Yangon today and resumed
efforts to hammer out a neéw
charter for Myanmar

The convention, which had
been in recess the last [ive
months, is working to produce
a new constitution for
Myanmar that will restore
democracy to the impover
ished seutheast Asian nation
but maintain a leading role in
government for the military

Roughly one-third of the
delegates were hand-picked by
the ruling junta and are com-
mitied to supporting a contin-
ued leadership role for the
military.

Another third are members
of opposition political parties.
including the main National
League for Democracy (NLD),
while the rest represent vari-
ous segments of Myanmar so-
ciety ranging from ethnic mi
norities to labour unions.

Haitians allowed to
~ leave country

PORT-AU -PRINCE. Haiti,
Sept 2: The military-backed
governmert has begun allow-
ing Haltlans granted US politi-
cal asylum to leave Haiti, the
American Embassy said
Thursday.

Ninety-orme Haitians took
two buses to the ~=ighbouring
Dominican Republic on
Wednesday and caught charter
flights to the United States.
embassy spokesman Stanley
Schrager told The Associated
Press.

Nearly 2,000 Haitians with
US approval for political asy-
lum, many of them key sup-
porters ol exiled President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, were
blocked from leaving when
commercial alr travel to Haiti
was banned July 30. The ban
was part of world sanctions
aimed at forcing the army out

of power
The de Jacto government
had refused to allow the

; Haitians to leave by charter
flights or other means since
the ban. No reason was given

lor the government's turn
about.
Human rights groups

weakly applauded Wednesday s
release.
“This is a small first step.”

" Kenneth Roth, director of the

private Human Rights Watch
organisation, told The
Associated Press,

But he said it doesn't help
“the vast majority of Haitians
who face severe repression
and are forced by the United
States to choose between in-
terminable detention In
Guantanamo and a largely inac-
cessible in-country processing
procedure.”

Roth was referring to the
US Navy base at Guantanamo
Bay., Cuba, where the Coast
Guard has bheen sending all
Haitians who fled by sea. Other
Hattians who wan! to leave
have to undergo a lengthy US
progedure in their country for
asylum. Fewer than 5 per cent
of applicants are accepted

Although up to 3,000 polifi-
cal killings have taken place
since soldiers overthrew
Aristide in 1991, de facto
Foreign Minister Charles David
insisted Wednesday that those
accepted for US asylum face no
danger.

|

Mul;)arak urges

Muslim states to

attend Cairo meet

CAIRO, Sept 2: Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak ad-
vised Muslim nations they
would be the losers if they
boycotted a UN conference on
population in Cairo, reporis
Reuter. '

In an interview published by
the London-based Al-Hayat
newspaper today, Mubarak
urged Muslim countries‘to at-
tend to get a chance to oppose
clauses in a draft document
they feel violate Islamic teach-

ings and principle.

Their presence will make it
harder for resolutions to be
passed on matters they op-
pose, he argued.

"If there are some items in
the proposed document with
ambiguities, that could be ir-
terpreted in many ways,
wouldn't it be in the interest of
the Islamic nations for their
representatives to attend, op-
pose and stand up to any in-
terpretation that is against re-
ligion and the Islamic Sharia?”
Mubarak asked.

Marijuana seized

from Indian ship

MOSCOW, Sept 2: Russian
customs agents inspecting an
Indian-flagged cargo ship
seized 240 kilograms (530
pounds) of marijuana. the
ITAR-Tass news agency re-
ported Friday, says AP.

The ship had been trans-
porting prefabricated metal
pieces from Poland to Lithu-
ania via the Russian port of
Kaliningrad when it was
searched. the news agency
said.

Customs agents worked in
cooperation with local police
and counterintelligence offi-
cers, ITAR-Tass said.

In another smuggling case,
customs agents in Russia's Far
East confiscated 134 kilo-
grams (295 pounds) of
ephedrine, a substance com-
monly sold in China but
banned in Russia because it
can be used to make a narcotic
substance.

The substance, worth an
estimated 120 million rubles
(54.000 dollars), had .been
concealed in suitcases carried
by Russian andl Chinese citi-
zens, ITAR-Tass said.

Vietnamesé
celebrate
Independence Day

HANOI. Sept 2: Patriotic
songs. family picnics and fire-
works were the order ol the
day Friday as Vietnamese cele-
brated the 49th annjversary
of their country's indepen-
dence, reports AP.

For many children and
adults alike, brilliant weather
on National Day meant ice
cream sundaes and animal-
shaped balloons at the Lake of
the Restored Sword in the

heart of downtown Hanoi.
On state-run television,

readings of patriotic poems
and a film about a Vietnamese
insurrection against the colo-
nfal French government re-
placed popular dramas from
China and Japan.

Newspapers praised the
memory of Ho Chi Minh,
Vietnam's foremost nationalist
and pioneer communist, who
declared the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam indepen-
dent of both France and the
defeated Japanese on
September 2, 1945,

France to attend
NATO meet

PARIS, Sept 2: France will
attend a meeting of NATO de-
fence ministers this month for
the first time since it with-
drew from the alliance's mili-
tary| command in 1966, offi-
cials said today.

Government officials told

Reuters that Defence Minister

Francois Leotard would attend
the meeting in Spain at the
end of this month.

France, while remaining &
full ‘political member of the
| 6-nation alliance, withdrew
from its military structure in
1966 in protest at what Paris
saw as US domination of
European security issues.

While France has no inten-
tion of rejoining NATO's mili-
tary structure, western diplo-
mats said It represented a ma-
jor step towards closer rela-
tions with the alliance in the
post-cold war era.

Moscow

MOSCOW, Sept 2: Chinese
President Jiang Zemin arrived
in Moscow this afterncon on a
five-day official visit to Russia

at the invitation of Russian
President Boris Yeltsin- re-
ports Xinhua.

When the Boeing-747 plane
landed at Moscow's
Sheremetevo- 1 Alrport. Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin
and some other Russian lead
ers were waiting there to wel
come President Jiang

In Moscow, the Chinese
leader will discuss with Yeltsin
and other Russian leaders ways
of building friendly and good
neighbourly relations and mu
tually -beneficial coopérations
between the two countries

Jiang is hlso expecied to

sign a package of documents
including a Chinese-Russian
joint declaration on bilateral
relations.

Earlier, AP report said,
President Jiang headed for
Mescow Friday for a summit
expected to bring the two na-
tions closer than they have
been in decades

If all goes as planned during
the wvisit. Jiangs first to
Europe since becoming presi-
dent, the two military powers
of the East will never again
point their nuclear weapons at
each other.

During Jiang's visit China
and Russia are also expected to
sign a border accord that puts
to rest mosi of the two coun-

. tries territorial disputes, and

they are to discuss ways to
bolster ballooning bilateral
trade.

Jiang then travels to the
Ukraine and to France.

'l believe that my visit will
help push relations between
China and these countries to a
new high and that this will
have a positive Impact on
world peace, stability and de-
velopment,” Jiang told re-
porters before his departure.

Relations between Betjing
and Moscow have not always
gone smoothly. An alliance
based on their shared alle-
glance to communism broke
down In the early 1960s and
the two sides feuded until the
late 1980s.

An official rapprochement

was formally reached in 1989,
and trade and other ties have
expanded since the signing of
a joint declaration in 1992,

China's Communist leaders
were dismayed by the collapse
of the Soviet Communist em-
pire, and they have rejected
Russia's su went demo-
cratic reforms as unsuitable for
their own developing nation.

“There cannot and sheould
not be just one system of
democracy.” Jiang said. "You
must accept various systems of
democracy. otherwise, it is not
democratic.”

"China and Russia have dif
ferent situations and it is natu
ral for them to take different
steps with regard to reform.”
he added.
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$ 4.25b settlement
on breast implants

BIRMINGHAM (Alabama): A judge approved a 4.25 billion
dollar settlement on breast implants Thursday. finalising the
largest liability agreement between patients and implant

manufacturers. reports AP,

Altorneys for foreign recipients immediately objected to
the ruling by judge Sam Peinter, which they said did not set
aside enough money for cverseas setttements.

More than 90.500 women

have

applied for the

compensation agreed tp in April by some 60 companies,

including Dow Corning
dollars of the settlement.

Corp, which will pay two billion

|
Each woman suffering from diseases blamed on the

implants will receive between

105.000

dollars and 1.4

million dollars, but those amounts could be reduced if officials
find there is not enough money to cover all the claims.

About 15,000 recipients — about half of them foreign —
rejected the settlement, claiming that at least 200 billion
dollars would be needed to cover all the claims.

A September 16 deadline was set for applications in the
first set of payments and recipients will have 30 years to draw

from the fund.

Vaccine alone not enough
to defeat AIDS

WASHINGTON: A powerful vaccine alone will not conquer
AIDS and it could even make the epidemic worse, say
researchers who find it will take safe-sex practices and other
changes in behaviour to eradicate the viris, reports AP.

Experts studying how to halt the AIDS epidemic report
this week in the journal Science that publicity about an AIDS
vaccination could be enough to cause a sharp increase in
cases because it may create a false sense of safety and cause

_ people to take more risks.

"We could have a reverse outcome

if risk behaviour

increases as a consequence of a vaccine being available,” said
Sally M Blower, an epidemiology specialist at the University of
Califotnia. Berkeley. "You could end up with a more severe

epidemic.”

Blower and Angela R McLean, an Oxford University
epidemic export. used the gay community in San Francisco as
a model to study what would be required to wipe out HIV. the
virus that causes AIDS. They concluded that final answer does

not lie in vaccinations alone.

AIDS is a disease that is principally spread through sexual
intimacy. or the sharing of needles among intravenous drug
users. Salfe sex and clean drug needles are know to reduce
the spread of the disease, and are key to conquering AIDS.

saicd Blower.

Pig head sightings up
on Japanese streets

TOKYO: Residents in a Tokyo suburb have come face-to-

face with

150 bodiless swiné in
sightings recently, police said Friday

16 separate pig head
adding that an

investigation is planned. reports AF

In the most recent pig head sighting. a 28-year-old
housewife found 10 of the heads in vinyl bags on a -:'itj.} road in
Omiya, just north of Tokyo on August 28 said Minoru
Tsunoda. an official at the citv's Environmeni Bureau

"It's beyond comprehension,’ Tsunoda said.

But for the woman who found the swine craniums

it was

traumatic: "l was s scared by the pig heads | got goose
bumps.” she was quoted as saying by the national daily
newspaper Mainichi Shimbun. The newspaper did not name

the woman.

The bureau and police are planning a joint investigation of
the rash of apparent illegal dumpings which pose a health

hazard

Annuial pig head sightings have grown exponentially in
Omiya since 1992. when a tetal of five cases were reported,

followed by 10 last yvear.

P

A model displays a pure white sculpture-like ensemble
of Hong Kong designer William Tang on Thursday duning
the first ever Hpng Kong Fashion Week — Spring/Summer

4.

summit to draw Russia, China closer

During the summit, Jiang
and Russjan President Boris
Yelisin are expected to sign an
agreement that neither coun-
try will target the other with
its strategic nuclear missiles

A communigue establishing
a basic policy for long-term
development of closer ties is
on the agenda

They also will ink a 199]
accord on the western end ol
their shared: border, settling
989 per cent of the often tense
5.000-kilometre (3,125 -mile)
border between their nations.
official reports said.

The two sides are continu-
ing talks on reducing troops
along their border, and hope
to make progress in economic
Cooperalion.

- AFP photo

2 Palestimans
shot dead

GAZA CITY. Sept 2:
Unidentilied gunmen shot
dead a Palestinian estate agent
and his son Thursday in the
attonomous Gaza Strip. police
said. reports AFP

Yussel Al Makussia 50, and
his 24 year old soen Majdi were
kitled when gunmen shot at
thetr car as they drove through
Chaza City

The attack was not mmedi
ately clajimed

In the Intifada eor
Palestinian uprising. which be-
gan in the occupled territories
in December 1987, several es-
tate agents ' suspected of
selling land to Israclis through
[ictitious middilemen were
| killed




