Dhaka Day by Day
Renters' Blues

Of all the ordeals one has to go through in
this city nothing is perhaps imore frustrating
than trying to find a suitable place 1o stay. It is ning
not that there is a dearth of TO-LET signs at
every corner one turns to: the scarcity Is in the
number of flats that are reasonably decent and
do not require one to steal or sell one's jewel-
lery in order to pay their rents. Yet house-
hunting is only a fraction of the trauma.

The real nightmare begins when after days
of swealy searching. that has left you with an
emply pocket and an aversion for rickshaws,
vou have finally reached the stage where a
landlard has agreed to, rent out his {lat at a
rent that vou feel you can aflord. The advance
has been paid and all that is left is the signing
of the vontract. On he promised day of this
however. vour prospective land-
lord throws a bombshell o vou. He is very sor-
ry Lo say that the flat has already been rented

happy event

out 1o his =01 s
friend’'s sister i1 Taw.
naturally a relative
gets priorily.

After Lhis earth-
shatlering experi
ence you may be
lucky enough to fi-
nally find another
apartment that will
not vanish into thin
air when you are nol
looking. But wait till
you actually move in.
Your bariwala (land-
lord), the sweel
faced, benign looking
old man has sudden:
ly turned into an in
sensitive sadistic de-
mon. All sorts ol
rules will be thrown
at you: the walel
pump will be turied

life miserable.

does not exist!
Another thing

starts the life with

surtly bath and a shampoo.

R

off at noontime (foreet the weo e water 24
hours’ promise); vou cannat drv vour clothes
on the conuuon rool 1t looks bad: no music

can be plaved in the morning, alteriroon or
nighttime; and filty other rules to make your

Then there are the little surprises waiting
for you at yvour new home. This is especially
true of the bathroom. Your 9 000 taka per
~month flat has a toilet whose flush either does
not work, works only once a day. or simply

that you may find out about
the bathroom is that only one oul of the four
taps works, and there is no shower, So bang
your head on the walls for not asking first. Also
be prepared for a perpetual water crisis. Here
waler
dragged up from Lhe outside lines and stored,
and here ends your weekend dreams of a lei-
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The kitchen too, is not without its own
treats. Even il by some miracle there is run-
water, you rmay notice that at around mid-
day the kitchen tap stops giving water. This is
because the water line in your kitchen is di-
rectly connected to your landlady's kitchen
and when she turns on the tap the water will
stop going to your kitchen. For some reiason
the converse is not true.

Complaining to the landlord is like talking
pile of bricks and sometimes resulls in &
few insults hurled at your direction. When you
ask, for example, if the landlord would please
fix the wiring system f(after your fridge, VCR
and new stereo have gone kaput because of
short circuits), your dear bariwala will say indif-
ferently: "You people use oo much electricily
aned gas: this never happened when the Bashirs

lnterpersonal relations between the tenant

RENTAL |
CONDITIONS

atd the landlord will
have deteriorated by
the seeond month of
oecupation with even
the donnestic help on
the t(wo  opposite
camps hurling in-
} stilts at each other at
L EVery  opporiunity.

Even peis

spared ol jthis grow-

'u'}':f;mﬂ.fm“ taken for granted
= that your bariwcali's
overly coddled dog

will not get along

with vour well-

Irained, swoeet na-

- turecd cat: armed guess
whose [ault 11 is

when the landlady <
psithetic looking., in-
stcl-eaten roses gel
after her

stjuashed

vicious dog has chased vour poor feline angel
all over the garden’” Yours. ol course!

On the other side of the storyv. the landlord
will no doubt have his own list of grievances:
"They completely wrecked the place: 1 had to
spend a fortune making repairs; you see, when
they're not your own, you abuse things." He will
also go on about how the tenant's kids were so
rowdy and the music was so loud that nobody
In the building could sleep at night and how ‘all
sorts of people’ came over and played poker at

odd hours of the night.

in the buckets

month.

police reached the Jagannath Hall of the Dhaka University

to make a search on the hall

—Star phﬂ{,l}

‘Economic emancipation

prime objective of govt'

information Minister Nay
mul Huda said yesterday that
the prime objective of (he

' @overnment was to provide in.

stitutional shape 10 democracy
by ensuring economic emanci.
pation of the people. strength

ening the independence and

sovereignty of the country, re
ports BSS

The Infermation Minister

was addressing a public meet
ing at the Motiammuadpur
Town Hall premises i1 (he
capilal. organised on the occa
sion of the 16th leunding an

niversary of BNP,

Food Minister Mir Shawikat
All, Salahuddin Ahmed. MP
and leaders of the Moha-

mmadpur Thana BNP and its
affiliated organisations. also

One awarded
life term

for murder

CHITTAGONG. Sept 2: The
Afth additional distriet and

addressed the meeting.

Nazmul Huda said BNP was
founded 1o materialise the
hopes and aspirations of the
people. He said the party had
been doing hard to quicken
the process of development by
establishing multl-party
democracy, ensuring freedom
of press, and upholding fun-
damental rights of the people.

He said the people had
elecied BNP for the third lime
for its development and pro-
duction oriented politics.

He pointed out that during
the rule of this government all
of the union parishads, poura-
shavas. city corporations and
Jatiya Sangsad by-elections
were held free and fair under
the supervision and guidance
of independent and sovereign
Election Commission.

LDF to hold
solidarity
congregation

By Staff Correspondent
The Left Demeocratic Front
(LDF) will hold a ‘solidarity

All said and done, however, the grass is
greener on the bariwala’s side. They don't have
to worry aboul a rool over their heads or of get-
ting a notice to leave within a month. Thev
don’'t have to be at the mercy of someone clse
for their waier supply. Most of all. Lthev are the
ones who get the fal sum at the end of the

Hasina greets
Ameer of Qatar

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina greeted the
Ameer of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Hamad-al-Thani, on the
occasion of National Day of his
country, reports UNB.

In a message vesterday
Sheikh Hasina said. "I, on be-
halfl of Bangladesh Awami
League. the people of
Bangladesh and my own behall
extend to vour highness and
through vou to Lthe people of
Quatar. our cordial greetings
and warmest felicitation ™ -

The Leader ol
Opposition hoped that the
bonds of friendship. mutnal re-
spect and cooperation hetween
the two countries. would Iur
ther be sirengthened in future

Terow:
BTV
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4.30 Qpening of the session

4 40 ripitak reciiation

4.45 Magazine Programme;
Surja Mukhee

5.10 News in Bangla

5.25 Musical progranene; Kids
Song

6.00 Educational programme
Tarunna ' ’

6.30 Population programme:

700 Polk so
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: SETIES.

8.00 News in Bangla .
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10.00 ws in English

10.30 series: Dynasty

11.30 Khabar/The News
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programme
=
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UNICEF s Rﬂgiunal Director for South Asia,

Dr Urban Jonson, seen addressing the

inaugural programme of an jodized salt plant vesterday in Syvedpur, Narayanganj.

— Star photo

Govt contemplating enactment of laws: Badruddoza

Donation of blood without test of

B-hepatitis criminal offence’

The government is con
templating enactment of laws
Lo make punishment provi-
sions for offences like donation
of blood without B-hepatitis
test and use of non-sterilised
syringe and other equipment
on the patients, Deputy Leader
of the House Prof. AQM

Badruddoza Chowdhury said
here vesterday. repaorts [355.
Speaking al the installation
ceremony ol Bangladesh Dental
Association al Hotel Sonargaon
he said donation of blood with-
nut B-hepatitis test and use ol
non-sierilized equipment
were criminal offence as those
spread dreadful diseases like
liver cirrhosis and AIDS,
Presided over by Dr A
Hasan, president ol the asso-
ciation the function was also
addressed among others by
State Minister for Textiles
Major (retd) Abdul Mannan.

secretary-general of private

medical practitioners’ associa-
tion, former principal ol Dhaka
Dental College Dr Syed Manzu-
rul Hug and Dr. Mohammad
Maostafizur Rahman of the
dssociation.

Seminar on
economic
emancipation

President Abdur Rabhman
Biswas vyesterday urged the
well ofl section of the society
lo supplement the government
efforts for the promotion of
human resources towards at
taining economic emancipa-
tion in the country. reporis
He made this call at a semi-
nar on ‘econdomic emancipa-
lion .through services' ar-
rangeed by Lions Club Districi
315 B-2 at a hotel here.

Noted researcher Dr Mi
+anur Rahman Shelly presen-
ted the key-note paper while
Vice-Chancellor of Jahan-
girnagar University Prol Amirul
Islam Chowdhury, lioness Prof
[3ashira Mannan of Dhaka Uni-
versity and Lion SM Farookh
among others, took pamt in the
discuissijon. f

Lions district governor JL
Bhowmik chaired the function.

Taking part in the discus-
sion President Biswas said our
society is basically a rural
based one. If the rural people
could be extended necessary
assistances for economic de-
velopment then they would be
able to be self-sufficient. he
said

Hanif back
home

City Mayor Mohammad
Hanif returned here yesterday
after attending and interna-

tional celloquium of mayors on
social development at the

headquarters of United
Nations. reports BSS.

Mayors of more than 85 ci-
ties attended the conference
held from August 16 to August
IB last,

On his back home Hanif vis-
ited United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and performeéd holy
Iharah at Makkah

Temporary light to moderate rain or thundershower is

likely at a few places over Chitt

Barisal and Khulna

divisions and at one or two places over Dhaka and Rajshahi

The Deputy Leader of (li¢
House said six to 12 out ol 100
cases of B-hepalilis tests were

- found carrving the virus of this

dreadiul disease. .

Prol. Chowdhury described
the members of the association
as auxiliary force in the medi-
cal service and urged them Lo
be uptadate wilh knowledoe
from the continuous develop-
it ﬁ medical sclence.

angladeshi fair
in East London
from Sept 10

A Bangladeshi fair will be
held in East London from Sep-
tember 10-18. reports UNB,

Desh Bikash, a London
based cultural organisation. is
organising the fair to project
Bangladeshi arts and culture to
British public as well as the
expatriates living there, said
its President Emdadul Hagq
Chowdhury at a press confer-
ence in the city.

The nine-day fair will in
clude art exhibition, drama.
sung, dance, recitation ses-

sioms. debate. seminar and a

compeltition on general knowl-
edue, .

Chowdhury said Desh
Bikash has been holding the
[air in London every year since
1991, '

This year's [air. to be spon-
sored by Biman Bangladesh

He said the doctors must be
careful in using sterilized
equipment 1o prevent the
spread of infectious diseases.

Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury
urged the doctors to educate
people about the curse of B-
hepatitis and AIDS and how
these diseases could be pre-
vented. .

He said that in Bangladesh
three persons has so far died
of AIDS.

The Deputy Leader of the
llouse said the present gov-
ernment had given priority to
the health sector and added
that prevention of diseases was
less costly and easier than the
cure.

He said the number of
gqualifying dental surgeon was
only 800 in the country for
more than 11 crore people.

Prof. Chowdhury said when .

the BNP came to power in the
past it had enhanced the num-
ber of seats in Dhaka Dental
College from 25 to 50 annually,

made 25,000 rural doctors. set
up medical ‘'training centres in

various parts of the country
and increased the number of
medical colleges.

In his speech, State
Minister for Textiles Major
(Retd) Abdul Mannan empha-
sised the need for adequate
dental surgeons in the country
to meet the demand. :

He said at present the ratio
of population and dentists was

lodized salt

plant opens
L] .l [
in N'gan;

An fodized salt plant with
the financial assistance of Ca-
nada was inaugurated in Syed-
pur, Narayanganj, yesterday,
Says a press release.

Canadian High Commi-
ssioner in Bangladesh, Jon J
Scott, performed the inau-
guration. 8

In his speech the High
Commissioner said, "Canada is
eager to help reduce several
diseases caused by the deficit
of jodine in Bangladesh".

Scott said Canada had been
providing money to UNICEF
for its iodization programme in

,Bangladesh since 1992.

Dr Urban. Jonsson,
UNICEF's Regional Director for
South Asia, Omar Farook, Cha-
irman of the BSCIC, Habibur
Rahman, Deputy Commissioner
of Narayanganj and Paritosh
Kanti Saha, the managing
director of the Pubali lodized
Salt Plant also spoke on the
occasion.

Biswas, Khaleda
greet Emir
of Qatar

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has felicitated Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Hamad Al-Thani,
the Emir of the State of Qatar
on the occasion of his coun-
try's National Day today, re-

. ports BSS.

In 'a message President
Biswas expressed his firm
conviction that the existing
brotherly relations between
the two countries would be
further consolidated in the
coming vears.

He wished the Emir's per-
sonal well-being and long lile
and the brotherly people of
Qatar continued peace and
prosperity.

In another message Prime
;Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday felicitated the Emir
of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Hamad Al-Thani on the occa-
ston of its national day.

In the message she ex-
pressed her firm beliel that
the fraternal relations and
close cooperation that so hap-
pily exist between the two
countries would be further
sirengthened in the years to
come to the mutual benefit of

the twe peoples.

Begum Zia wished the Emir
good health, happiness and
long life and the friendlv peo
ple of Qatar contintued peace,
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Abul Mansur Ahmad's
~ anmversary of -
birth today

The 96th anniversary of
birth of renowned litterateur,
journalist and politician of the
subcontinent, Abul Mansur
Ahmad. will be observed today,
Savs a press release.

" The Abul Mansur Ahmad
Memorial Committee has
planned different programines |
lo observe the day with due
solemnity. On this occasion
Qurankhwani doa mahfil and
feeding of the destitutes have
been organised at the Dhaka
resident of the late leader.

The Bangladesh Sahitya
Sankskriti Kendra will hold a
discussion at 5 pm today at the
Pioneer auditorium., 28/1,
Toynbee Circular Road,
Motijheel. The meeting will be
presided over hy Dr Ashraf
Siddiqui. Shamsul Islam,
Minister for Commerce, will
be the chief guest while poet
Md Mahfuzullah will be the
special guest. |

The meeting is also ex-
pected to be addressed by
Education Minister Jamiru-
ddin Sircar. Poet-journalist Al-
Majahidi, TV personality A K
Feroz Noon and Bangladesh
Times Editor Mahbub Anam,
will take part in the discu-
SSION.

Priority given
to children's
welfare: Sarwari

State Minister for Women
and Children's Affairs Begum
Sarwari Rahman said, the pre-
sent government has given
priority to children's welfare
and women s affairs. This has
been demonstrated in setting
up a separate ministry under
this head. reports BSS.

She was addressing a prize
giving ceremony of children's
jatiya mousumi competition

......
......
______________

Alrkines. has a° budget of 1:10 lakh (one dental surgeon organised by Bangladesh Shi-
18.(MM) “l““”“ sterling. for 10 lakh people). I progress and prosperity. shu Academy here yesterday.
| Offers a lot of
|
_________ what you'd expect in a Sedan
plus a lot more

ﬂ:i;ﬂn. during the next 24 hours till 6 pm today, reports
Met office says day temperature may remain nearly un-

changed during the period across the country.

- Country's highest temperature 35 0 degree Celsius was

recorded at Sylhet and the lowest 23.6 degrees at Rangamati.
The sun sets today (Saturday) at 6:15 pm and rises

congregation on September 7
in front of the National Press
Club. The rally aimed at mobii-

ising public support against
_ blasphemy law and in demand
mjllf- ﬂfmm..l of the 1971 war crimi-

plainant. . ) tomorrow (Sunday) at 5:41 am.
The prosecution st i e ieaders yesterday Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity of
hat the DITHI exchanged views with the some major cities/towns recorded yesterday are:
tacked -:"3““". pﬂ'lt:nl leaders of Garments Sramik City /Town Temperature Humidity in
Hajl Abul Khair and his sons 1op o 07 Josarding Septem- in Celstus percentage
Shawkat AN and Li t Al bef 7 programme. Max Min Morning  Evening
whtle they were ﬂ"l“'ﬂ = Coordinators of the LDF Dhaka 32.5 26.5 71 565
boundary of their land 02l Biswas. Shar Nurul | Chittagong 32.7 25.2 74 78 MITSUBISHI
Shawkat siccumbed to hie . 28 and Abu Syeed Khan and |  Rajshahi 334 258 4. 4 MOTORS .
Jury later - federation leaders Amirul Huq | Kinina 307 261 > A 113-116, OLD AIRPORT ROAD, TEJGAON, DMAKA-1215
A case was filed i this con- g Khar g Kahman. Ha- |  Barieal 395 250 80 85 CREATING TOGETIER PLOT # 3, COA AVENUE, SHOLOSHANAR C/A, CHITTAGONG
Monwara Sythet 0 25,
nection with Rangunia police  yere present at the meeting. Cox's Bazar 30.5 iig ;; ;g . _J




