Sushantu: Sen
Sushmita Sen in
Cairo to attend

UN confce

CAIRO, Sept 1: Miss
Universe 1994, an 18-year-old
. Indtan model, arrived here
Wednesday to take part in the
UN World Population Confer-
ence, reports AFP.

Brown-haired Sushmita Sen
told journalists at the airport
that she was coming "to work
and then for holidays.

She added she had decided
to lend her support to the
controversial conference be-
cause India "has a big popula-
tion problem.”

According to experts from
the World Bank, India with its
896 million inhabitants could
overshoot China and become
the planet's most populated
country by 2035 if its current

population growth rate contin-

ues.

Sen also brushed off threats
by the outlawed .Jamaa Isla-
miyya militant group which
told delegates they were ris«-
ing their lives by attending the
conference saying “They don't
matter.’

The conference has come
under fire from |slamic groups
and the Vatican for its draft ac-
tion plan for stabilising popu-
lation growth which they say
condones abortion. homosexu-
ality and premarital sex.

Saudi Arabia. Lebanon and
Sudan are among countries

- which are to boycott the me=t-
ing which starts Monday until
September 13 and is expecled
to be attended by about 155
countries.

Jamaat urges UN |

to withdraw
draft document
of Cairo confce

The Jamaat-e-[slami Bang- °
ladesh has urged the United
Nations to withdraw. what it
called the horrifying, sacri-
legious and harmful draft
document of the Cairo confer-
ence on population and devel-
opment, reports UNB.

Party chief Golam Azam in a
memorandum to the UN
Secretary General alleged that
the world body in its docu-
ment for the forthcoming
conference had suggested ex-
tra-marital sex, homo-sexual-
ity, abortion or honouring of il-
legal children.

It will omnly plunge the
whole world into sexual anar-
chy, to the peril of humanity.
he said in the memorandum
submitted to the UN office
here yesterday for conveying to
UN Secretary General Boutros
Ghali.

The memorandum said if
the UN draft document is put
into operation, it will only
cause great repercussions,
leading to the eventual de-
struction of the two. oldest in-
stitutions — family and mar-
- riage — highly cherished by
humanity from the very dawn
of its history.

"It can be termed as.a cru-
sade
sation,” the Jamaat leader said
urging the UN "not to play
with the sentiments, moral
values and faiths of the people

He also urged world leaders
of all faiths to boycott the Cairo
conference and reject the
document to ensure onward
march of human civilisation
with all its moral values and
sanctity.

Shantibahini
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few, he added.
Welcoming the current
repatriation of the Chakma

refugees, he called for a
durable solution of the issue
through peaceful process.
Assigning the reasons for
his return to normal life in his
homeland, Tridip said that the
misguided tribals who were
still in the Shantibahini have
no future and they were grad-
ually getting frustrated.

1 shuliters around 8:30

against the human civili-

The High Court Division
vesterday fixed November 8 for
hearing of the writ petition re-
garding the Opposition's boy
cott ,of Parliament, reports
UNB. _

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Kazi- Shafluddin and Kazi
AT Monwaruddin heard both
sides and fixed the new date
for the hearing after the
Supreme Court's vacation be-
ginning September 6.

The court had earlier de-
vided to hear the case yester-
iy,

But Moudud Ahmed. Bar at
Law, sought time to submil a
reply to the rule issued upon

Doctors' rally

By Staff Correspondent

All administrative sections
in the Health Directorate in
the city remained closed ves-
terday as part of the doctors
agitation for realisation of
their 21-point demand.

The doctors held a rally at

the Health Directorate in

Mohakhali.

- DU classes
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Hossain, Dr. Moslehuddin

Ahmad and Dr. Nazrul Islam.
The Syndicate also prayed
for the salvation of the de-
parted soul of Kamrul Islam.
who died yesterday and ex-
pressed sympathies to the
members of the bereaved fam-

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
University Teachers' Associa-
tion (DUTA) in a statement
yesterday condemned the
terrorist activities on the
campus and demanded a judi-
cial enquiry into the incidents.

The DUTA alleged that the
university authorities did not
take timely measures to ensure
the security of the teachers
and students. The teachers
also criticised the police role
during the violence.

Dialogue
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He also declined to elabo-
rate the outcome of yesterday's
smeeting of the opposition
leaders.

The closed door meeting
was attended by Awami League
leaders Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Tofael Ahmed, Sajeda Chow-
dhury, Mativa Chowdhury,
Rahamat Ali and Sudhangshu
Shekhar Halder, Jatiya Party's
Moudud Ahmed. Anwar
Hossain Manju, Nonirul Hugq
Chowdhury and Dr Fazle Rabbi,
Jamaat's Sheikh Ansar Ali and
Latifur Rahman, Ganatantri
Party’'s Suranjit Sengupta, and
NDP's Salauddin Kader
Chowdhury.

Mohammad Nasim 6 urged
the Opposition workers to
make the scheduled Septem-
ber 10 Dhaka siege success.

Meeting sources said that
the opposition parties ac-
cepted the proposal in princi-
ple but bidding would wait for
Sheikh Hasina who is likely to
return on September 3 after
performing Umrah.

The meeting also discussed
the formation of the team of
negotiators for the proposed

dialogue.

Soccer fans
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last
night. |

Three people were picked
up from the scene.

Motijheel police also re-
ceived complaints of the van-
dals damaging two private cars.

The injured persons were
treated at different city clinics
and hospitals. No major casual-

| ties were reported.

JS boycott case:
of writ Nov 8

him. alongwith leader ol the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina and
Jamaat-e-lslami leader Mou-
lana Matiur Rahman Nizami on
June 28.

KS Nabi, lawyer for Sheikh
Hasina, also pressed for time
in filing the reply on the plea
that his client is outside the
country and he needs her in
struction to conduct the case

Appearing on behalf ol peti-
tioner Anwar Hossain Khan.
Mohammad Ali, Bar at Law.
submitted that at this initial
stage of the case the respon

dents may be allowed to sub-

mit the affidavit in opposition
within Sunday.

"We can at least start the
hearing of the case,” he added

After hearing both sides,
the court fixed the fresh date
for the hearing.

Earlier Moudud Ahmed had
argued that the case. being po-
litical in nature. should be set-
tled politically. Moreover. he
said, a dialogue between the
government and the
Opposition had begun in a bid
to end the present impasse
and the matter was likely to be
seitled within a short time.

Counsel Mohammad Al
countered that the people had
sent their representatives to
Parliament to look after their
interests and it is immaterial
whether the case is political or
not.

He said, "We are neither in
favour of the govermment nor
the Opposition. We have comg
here with grievances as citi-
zens, The MPs were not
elected to take to the street
demanding a caretaker gov-
ernment by boycotting the
Sangsad sessions.”

The petitioner alleged that
the respondents had been boy-
cotting Parliament in violation
of constitutional obligations.

structed projects. A clear de-
marcation of authority between
the two wings was suggested
with specific deadlines for im-
plementation.

For improving the quality
and speed of project imple-
mentation, pre-qualification of
all contracts exceeding Tk 25
lakh was also proposed. A sys-
tem of feedback on contrac-
tors' performance was also ad-
vised so that any contractor
who performed poorly on a
BWDE contract would be pre-
cluded from future contracts
for three years.

Improved monitoring and
supervision of projects during
implementation period have
also been specified.

Systematic inventory of
completed BWDB projects was
suggested for reforms in the
O&M wing, to be initiated
[rom October 1 next. Annual
survey of the conditions of all
completed projects, as well as
people's participation and in-
clusion of NGOs in the plan-
ning process of the Board were
also mentioned. g

The WB mission also ad-
vised that the promotion pro-
cedure of the BWDB be based
primarily on merit on the basis
of qualifying examinations and
evahluation of performances.

Suggesting a recasting of
the present policy of appoint-
ing Chairman and Members of
the BWDB. the aide memoire
said that persons in these
posts should have an expected
term of at least three years.

According to a World Bank
source, the reforms proposed
in the aide memoire are in the
main the product of analyses
and recommendations of the
BWDB's own staff. The action
plan was prepared jointly bv
the BWDB and the WB mission
followed by drafting of the aide

" memoire.
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policies and principles

through making alliances of
convenience with anti-demo-
cratic forces would disrupt the
hard -earned democratic pro-
cess in the country.

Prof Chowdhury said no
party, including the ruling
BNP, is above faults. But efforts
should always be therg to re-
move them. He said that the
Opposition should play the role
of a "government-in-waiting”
or "shadow government” for
the healthy running of par-
liamentary democracy.

"There is no difference
about holding a free and fair
polls; the only difference is in
method. We shall have to find
a way which will not be con-
tradictory with democratic
values,” said Prof Badruddoza.

Sharing his views, Deputy
Leader of the Opposéition Abdus
Samad Azad said, "We should
try to reach a consensus in en-
suring elections free from cor-
ruption and official interfer-
ence.”

"For the [irst timé the rul-
ing party has agreed to discuss
the issue of a caretaker gov-
ernment ... we appreciate the
move." added Samad Azad. He
called upon the government
to come up with specific pro-
posals to end the stalemate.

Samad Azad urged the BNP
against imposing anything on
the Opposition which might be

l difficult to accept.

Samad Azad recalled with

Tributes to Osmany

respect that Osmany had left
the Awami League in 1975 for
his belief in parliamentary
democracy. "Bangabandhu ac-
cepted his resignation with
due respect.too,” he said.

Dr Kamal Hossain said
elections that cannot be ac-
cepted by the people cannpt
be desired by any quarter also.

People have bitter experi-
ences with
past: so all practical and legal
measures should be taken into
consideration to ensure free

and fair election, Kamal said..
"This can be ensured

through consensus of the rul-
ing and opposition parties in
Parliament”, he said and urged
the Opposition to join

Parliament.
Suranjit Sengupta said the

political system in Bangladesh
is one of parliamentary
democracy. So if Parliament
remains inoperative the whole
state would collapse, he said,
and urged the ruling party to
take the pioneering role to
put to an end to the existing

crisis. s
Our Sylhet Correspondent

adds: The 76th anniversary of
the birth of General Osmany
was observed in the district
yesterday.

Different organisations took
up programmes on the occa-

The programmes included
offering of fateha, milad mahfil
. feeding of the destitutes, dis-

cussion meetings and cultural
functions.

elections in the

.....

——

Some 200 members of the news media in Taiwan braving strong Wlﬂdl.‘l“d heavy raimn, march
down Taipeis streets yesterday, demanding that media owners refrain from formulating
editorial policies. The banner unfurled by the protesters

read: "Editing and news coverage ure

'''''''

not independent in Taiwan — AFP photo
' BCL groups blame
gunbattle at DU| B¢l groups b
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some unident gunmen, al-
legedly BCL (B-K] activists,
opened fire from near the lec-
ture theatre area when a pro-
cession of the BCL(M-I) was
crossing the nearby road,
eyewitnesses said.

The BCL (M-I) brought out
the procession at about 11:50
am to drum up support for its
national council on September
7.

Following the firing, the
processionists dispersed and
took position in and around
the Arts Faculty building.

Later, the BCL [M-l) ac-
tivists also started firing, wit-
nesses said.

At one stage, the BCL (M-I)
activists started chasing the ri-
val BCL workers.

The BCL (B-K) militants
then took position near the
Commerce Faculty and the
International Hostel and con-
tinued firing. /

Later police started lobby-
ing tear gas shells in and
around the lecture theatre,
Arts Faculty and IBA building
areas.

Meanwhile, BCL (M-i)
brought out another proces-
sion from near the Arts build-
ingd chanting slogans against
terrorisim. .

Witnesses said that police
lobbed shells to disperse the
BCL (M-I) procession when it
reached near the DUCSU
building at around 12:20 pm.

The BCL (B-K]. too, brought
put another procession from
the lecture theatre area which
was also dispersed by police
near the IBA building. Police

chased them and lobbed tear

The BCL (B-K) activists then
took shelter inside the [BA and
lecture theatre, witnesses said
and added that police then
entered the Madhu's canteen
and asked all to leave the
place.

At about 12.30pm, a group
of riot police lobbed shells in
front of the university library
to disperse the BCL (M-I) ac-
tivists. One of these shells hit
Kamrul Islam in his windpipe.
He was standing in front of the
main library gate, eye-wit-
nesses said.

The students present there
rushed Kamrul to the DMCH
where doctors declared him
dead. .

Later, at about 1.30pm, the
activists of BCL (M-I} brought
Kamrul's body to the Jagannath
Hall.

Witnesses said that the po-
lice also lobbed tear gas shells
near the Central Shaheed
Minar and the Jagannath Hall
when the students were bring-
ing the body.

The BCL (M-} activists later
returned the body to the
DMCH at about 2.45 pm. By
then some relatives of Kamrul
had rushed there, sources
said.

Some sources alleged that
the Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) backed the BCL (B-K] in
vesterday's vialence.

Meanwhile, huge contin-
gents of police were seen pa-
trolling the campus yesterday
and all roads leading to the DU
campus were closed to traffic
last night.

1 during martial law in

JS session adjourned
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so the Speaker adjourned the
House,

The Education Minister had
urged the chair to allow him to
complete his sentence but the
chair said, "l cannot even allow
you lo utter a single letter for
that would mean violating the
rules of procedure.”

Yesterday the House was
called to order 20 minutes
late, at 7:20 pm. again due to
lack of gquorum.

Farida Rahman's bill, ac-
cording to the mover, aimed at
discouraging polygamy in the
Muslim society.

Farida Rahman. in her bill
introduced in the House
nearly two years ago, proposed
that a husband already having
a wile willing to marry should
obtlain permission from the
Assistant Judge or the District
Judge. This, she thought,
would discourage second mar-
riages and repression on poor
‘women.

The existing law, enacted
1 1961,
forbids a husband marrying an-
other woman without permis-
sion of an arbitration council
headed by local union council
chairman and representatives
of the wife and husband. :

Barrister Jamiruddin Sir-
car, Barrister Aminul Huqg. Ma-
jor (Retd) Akhtaruzzaman, Dr
Habibur Rahman and Maulana
Ataur Rahman took part in the
debate on the bill yesterday.

Sircar and Aminul Huq, the
establishment minister, admit-
ted that the objectives of the
bill was noble but its passage
might give rise to mmore comm-
plications. They also argued
against the passage of the bill
on the ground that the pro-
posed legislation was not con-
sistent with the spirlt of the
Islamic Shariah. The two bar-
risters suggested a compre-
hensive law., accommodating
the principles of Islam, after
critical scrutiny.

Sarder Sakhawat Hossain
Bakul, Dr. Habibur Rahman and
Maulana Ataur Rahman directly
opposed the bill because of,
what they said, the spirit of
the law was contrary to the
Shariah.

Bakul also felt that such a
law would hurt the sentiments
of the Muslim community.

Maulana Ataur Rahman,
while arguing for a repeal of
the Muslim Family Laws Ordi-
nance 1961, called for fresh
legislation in the light of the
Holy Quran and Sunnah.

Major (retd) Akhtaruzza-

man, on the other hand, stood
for the passage of the bill, ar-
guing that the proposed law
would in no way breach the
spirit of Islam.

"What the proposed law
wanted was nothing bul
replacing the chairman of the
arbitration council with an
assistant judge of the area con-
cerned,” he explained.

However, Farida Rahman
herself did not get a chance to
argue her case due to the
abrupt adjournment of the
House last night. She must
now wait her turn next Thurs-
day — the private member's
day. | -

Besides the House wit-
nessed its usual question-an-
swer session yesterday.

The Speaker adjourned the .

House until Sunday, Septem-
ber 4.

Shibir activists
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As some JU students re-
fused to take the leailels the
angry ICS activists started
pelting stones. They also broke
the window panes of the buses
and misbehaved with the
teachers inside, witnesses
said.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal

(JCD}. the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-I} and (he

Samajtantrik Chhatra Front .

brought out processions on Lhe
JU campus resenting the inci-
dent.

" Meanwhile, Md Abdul

Matin, president, and Azlar .

Hussain, secretary of the
Bangladesh Lekhok Shibir, in a
joint statement yesterday con-
demned such attacks by the
Islami Chhatra Shibir 'mis-
creants’ on the students of
Jahangirnagar University

CU students
ransack 2
rly stations

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 1: The
Chittagong and Sholashahar
railway stations here were ran-
sacked this morning by unruly
students, railway sources and
witnesses said.

The students attacked the
two statiens when the shuttle
train bound for Chittagong uni-
versity in the morning was de-
layed.

The students damaged Lhe
doors, windows and furniture
of the two stations while the
railway staff fled for safety.

By DU Correspondent

The Awami League's student
front, Bangladesh Chhatra
League (M-1), has called a
strike in the Dhaka University
tomorrow demanding trial of
those responsible for the
killing of a student on the
campus yesterday.

The BCL (M-I} announced
the strike and otHer pro-
grammes at a press conference
at the Teachers' Students
Centre (TSC) yesterday |
evening.

The JSD's student wing,
Bangladesh Chhatra League (B-
K), also held a press confer-
ence at the National Press Club
yesterday evening to protest
the terrorist activities on the
DU campus and the killing of
Kamrul Islam, a student of the
Library Science Department.

Both organisations blamed
each other for the deteriorat-
ing campus situation and de-
manded arrest of the rival
leaders.

The other programmes an-
nounced by the BCL [M-]) in-
clude a gayebana janaza for
Kamrul at the DU mosque afier
today's Juma prayers and a
demonstration in front of the
National Press Club this after-
noon, country-wide demon-
strations tomorrow and a
mourning procession 011
September 5.

The BCL {(B-K), on the other
hand. blamed the terrorisis of
the BCL (M-I) for the violence
on the DU tampus and criti-
cised the government [or ils

alleged failure to arrest the
miscreants.
The BCL (B-K) leaders

urged the Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina to expel the
terrorists from the party and
said. "Otherwise she would
have to face the same conse-
quences as the BNP faced for
terrorists like Obhi and Niru.

. DHAKA FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1994

The Midnight File

Armed clashes leave 11

MOSCOW, Sept |

dead in Chechnya

President Dzhokhar Dudayev's forces

clashed with opposition units in the separatist Russian region
of Chechnya on Thursday. and up to 1] people were killed In

the fighting

news reporis said The clash invelved troops

loyal to Beslan Gantemirov, an opposition leader and ex-mayor
of the Chechen capital of Grozny He commands about 200
armed men in Chechnyas Urus-Martanovsky district. the
Interfax news agency said. reports AF

Quake shake N California

SAN FRANCISCO,

Sept 1:

Several sirong earthguakes

shook nerthern California today, but there were no immediate
reports of damage or injuries. A spokesman for the California
office of emergency services told local radio that preliminary
reports were of three earthquakes measuring between 5.4
and 6.9 on the Richtier scale located in Lhe Pacific Ocean off
the northern California coasl. reports Reuter

Talks only if BNP
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principle. the need for holding
national polls under a care-
taker administration, the
Opposition leader reportedly
lold Chowdhury during their
talks.

On the other hand. the rul-
ing party leader is reported to
have requested Samad Azad to
consitler the proposed dia-
logue a means of finding out a
foolproof electoral system.

Chowdhury. however, ex-
pressed once again the ruling
party's readiness to discuss the
proposed Opposition bills on
theé issue of a caretaker gov-
ernment and the treasury
bench bill for strengthening

the Election Commission, it is _

- learnt.

According to sources,
Samad Azad was stressing a
position reached by the

Opposition leaders at a closed-
door meeting Tuesday evening.

That meeting resolved that
the Oppesition could go for a
dialogue if the ruling party was
ready to discuss a specific out-
line for a caretaker administra-
tion — either the one already

proposed by the Opposition on

June 27 last or a fresh one

coming frem the government
side, inm;t%@id.

Admitting this, Suranjit
Sengupta told The Daily Star
the Opposition had been boy-
cotting Parllament proceed-
ings to ‘evolve a mechanism for
a fool- proof electoral process.
Holding of elections under a
caretaker administration was

the answer to the problem, he
added. '

"Why should we go for a dia-
logue if the ruling party does
not even admit the necessity of
such an the idea?" Sengupta,
who attended the closed-door
meeting, asked. However, dur-
ing Wednesday's meeting be-
tween the deputy leaders. Prof
Chowdhury did not consent to
the Opposition idea that the
dialogue should be held only
centering round an outline of
a carétaker administration.

Chowdhury told  his
Opposition counterpart that
before committing anything in

admits
this direction he needed to
consult the issue With his party
high command

Badruddoza Chowdhury is
learrt to have communicated
the Opposition views to the
BNP high command.

Meanwhile, a section of the
ruling party leadership had
earlier agreed to a particular
type of caretaker administra-
tion for conducting the na-
tional polls

to that formula,

all the cabinet members ex-
cept the Prime Minister would
resign a few weeks befare the
polls and the prime minister
would run the government as
well as conduct the elections,
with the cooperation of a cabi-
net comprising those not tak-
ing part in the elections.

According to ruling party
sources, this concept of a
caretaker administration is
likely to be included in the
agenda for any dialogue with

the Opposition.

ROK PM
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against the backdrop of the
global changes in both political
and economic scenario.

On Saturday morning. Lee
will be given a ceremonial re-
ception at 'the state guest
house Korota where Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
will formally greet the Korean
leader.

Later, Prime Minister Lee
will fly to Savar where he will

. lay wreath's at the National

Mausoleum to pay homage to
the martyrs of Bangladesh's
War of Liberation.

The Korean leader is com-
ing to Dhaka on the last leg of
his tour of three Southeast
Asian countries.

During the visit, Lee will
call on President Abdur Rah-
marn Biswas. He will also hoild
formal talks with Prime Mi-
nister Begum Khaleda Zia co-
vering the entire gamut of
bilateral relations, and re-
gional and international issues
of common concern.

The two leaders are ex-
pected to discuss increasing
Korean investment and tech-
nical assistance to economic
projecis in Bangladesh.

Israel, Morocco
set up ties

JERUSALEM, Sept 1: Israel

and Morocco established low-
level diplomatic relations Thu-
rsday. making the Maghreb
kingdom the second Arab co-
untry after Egypt to han:e for-
mal jies with the Jewish’ state,
reports AP,
A Foreign Minisiry state-
ment faxed to The Associated
Press said the countries would
establish liaison offices in Tel
Aviv and Rabat.

BNP celebrates
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Ahmed and pro-VC of the Na-
tional University Dr Mah-
bubullah.

Other ministers, MPs and
leaders of the party and its
front organisations attended

=

a week.

BIRDEM HEALTH CHECK CENTRE

69/F Green Road, Dhaka

NOTICE

This is for information of all concerned that
medical check-up for personnel going to Malaysia
is in progress at the above address.

The Centre, for the present, will be open 7 days

Tampng fark beckeup
9AM.-1PM. &230P.M.-630P. M.

Wasif Islam

(Coordinator
T e O

the function which high-
llghted the successes of the

BNE.
It was followed by a colour-

(il cultural lunction.

At the same venue, Lhe
Frime Minister inaugurated a
two-day photo exhibition or-
ganised by the Jatiyvatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
JASAS).

She went round the exhibi-
tion which depicted various
development activities initi-
ated by Ziaur Rahman.

A truck procession was also
brought out in the city. Begum
Zia witnessed the colourful
event participated by minis-
ters, leaders and thousands of
workers of the party and its
front organisations.

With dozens of decorated
trucks depicting the national
culture as well as posters of
various development pro-
gramme, the procession began
from Chankharpool and passed
through the main city streets,

From the first floor balcony
of the party's Naya Paltan cen-
tral office Begum Zia cheered
the jubilant workers by waiving
at them.

Similar programmes were
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drawn up in the major cities
and towns of the country.

In Chittagong, wreaths were
placed at the place in Rangunia
where Ziaur Rahman was first
buried after his assassination.

A procession and discussion
meeting were also held. h
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