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H E Lee, Yung Dug

Date of birth March 6. 1926

Education:

1952 Graduated from the College of Education, Seoul
National University (B A) '

1959 Graduated from the Departmtnt of Education.
Graduate School of the Ohio State University
(M A& Ph. D)

1965-1966  Post-Doctoral Study at University of Chicago

Career:

1959-1991 Assistant Professor, -Associate Professor,
Professor of Education, Seoul National
University

1971-1980 President, The Korean Educational
Development Institute

1976-1979 Board Member, Seoul Metropolitan Board of

] Education

1980-1982  President, The Korean Society for the Study of
Education

1984-1991 Vice-President, The Republic of Korea National
Red Cross

1984-1993 Chief Delegate of the South- Nurth Red Cross
Talks

1989-1991 Chairman, Korean Broadcasting Institute

1992-1993 President, Myongji University

1992-1993 President, The Korean Federation of Teachers'
Associations

1993 Chairman, Public Official Ethics Committee in
the Government »

1993-1994 Deputy Prime Minister ,and Minister f{or
National Unification

April 1994  Prime Minister

Her Exﬂellency Chung Hwak Sil
(Madame Lee)

Decoration:
1980 Order of Civil Merit,
1980
Gold
Writings (Books):

"Principle and Practices of Guidance”,

Moran Medal
Red Cross Order of Veoluntary Service Merit in

"Process of Education”,

"Curriculum”™, "An Introduction of Education”, Inquiries
Toward Better Education”, elc.
H E Chung, Hwak Sil

Date of birth March 29, 1930
Education :
1950 — Graduated from Ewha Women's University

(B A in English literature)
1956 — Graduated form the Department of Education,

Graduate School of Kent State University (MA)
1956-58 — Studied at the Graduate School of Ohio State

University, USA

1985 — Graduate from the Department of Education,
Graduate Schdol of Yon Sei University (Ph D)

Career :

1963 -
1965 —-
1967 —
1978-8B1 —
1980 —
1994 — Head,

Development,

Full-time Lecturer, Ewha Women's University
Assistant Professor. Ewha Women's University
Associate Professor. Ewha Women's Universit:,
Principal, Ewha Elementary School

Professor, Ewha Women's University
Research

TInstitute for Human

Ewha Women's University

Bangladesh-Korea Relations

SePtembcr 2, 1994

RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT

S all of us may be aw-

are, last year, Bangla-

desh and Korea celeb-
raled the 20th anniversary ol
the establishment of their
diplomatic ties formally set up
‘in the vear 1973, Over the past
Ilwo decades. bolth the
countries have lorged a strong,
deep and meaninglful bilateral
relationship one thee basis of
conntienr Vidhies aned wheals,

EspecitHy. both the coun-
tries have now democratically
eleclted governmernts dedi-
caled to the cause of democ-
racy and human rights. As
countries on the road to a full-
lledged democracy and a viable
economy. both Korea and
Bangladesh have a common
task of fulfilling their com-
mitments to national wellbe-
ing. In this sense, they are sail-
ing together in the same boat
towards a common destination.

Let's first review their cur-
rent relationship and what
both countries have so far
achieved.

At the political level, both
countries have been displaying
an identity of views in various
international fora. One good
example "of their mutual
commitment to the cause of
global peace and prosperity is
both the countries' participa-
tion in peace-keeping opera-
tion under the flag of the
United Nations. On the issue of
nuclear non-proliferation, both
the countries have .also
demonstrated a similarity of
views.

Besides, Foreign Minister H
E Mr A H M Mostafizur

Rahman’'s visit to Korea in-

December, 1993 and recent

visit to Korea of Com-
munication Minister H E Mr
. Oli Ahmed iIn April, 1994

symbolize the growing impor-
tance of bilateral relationship
between the two countries.

In the economic filed, the
links between the two coun-
tries have received a consider-
able boost., (41 the basis of
complementary nature of their
economies. irade agd. com-
mercial relations have substan-
tially béen expanded and
deepened in the recent years.
For example. according to

Korean side's statistics. Lwo-
way trade volume reached

about US360 million dollar in
1993 and is expected to hover
around US$400 million this
year.

Rorea's commitment to as-
sist Bangladesh in her en-
deavours for the socio-eco-
nomic uplift has been a major
element in Bangladesh-Korea
bilateral ties. For example,
Korean investment in the
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone, as of May 1994, stands
at an estimated US29 million

dollar, employing almost 8,000
local workers. Similarly, in the

newly established Dhaka EPZ.
Korean companies have already
invested and will invest a total
amount of about US25 milllon
dollar, creating 7,000 more
job oppeortunities for local
workers. In addition, Korea ex-
tended its first official devel-
opment assistance (ODA)
which is called EDCF (Eco Dev
Cooperation Fund), to
Bangladesh by signing the
agreement last December to
provide 1US15 million dollar
soft loan for the completion of

a power distribution project in
greater Khulna area.

The Korea-Bangladesh ties
have expanded further in the
social and cultural fields in the
recent years. Under various
exchange programmes, quite a
good number of Bangladeshis
have visited Korea. Last year.
Korea International Coo-
peration Agency (KOICA). at
the invitation. of Bangladesh
Government., sent a team ol
youth volunters and experis.
who are currently taking pari
in the socio-economic devel-
opment activities in
Bangladesh. KOICA also dis-
patched medical doctors to
render medicare services.

. The Korean Government is
now planning to construct a
30-bed Bangladesh-Korea
Friendship Hospital in order to
provide better medical ser-
vices to the public. Besides,
the dispatch of Korean sports
coaches, holding of annual
Korean film Festivals., and con-
tinuing Karean participation in
Asian Art Biennale Bangladesh,
provide good evidences for
ever growing ties in these
fields.

In sum, Korea-Bangladesh
relationship has.been a history
of close ties and deep mutual

understanding.

Then, what lies ahcad in
the future of this excellent re-
lationship? As mentioned ear-
lier, the two economies are in-
terdependent and comple-
mentary to each other and
both the couniries share
common values of democracy
and human rights. Certainly,
therefore, nobody will di
that a window of opportunity is

now wide open before them.
The only task for them is to
know how to avail themselves
of this opportunity for the
mutual benefit in the future.

Particularly, Korea has
much interest in this part of
the world as both trading and
investment partner. In this
conlext. a special attention
should be given 1o the matter
of further promoting and
{i-f‘f'"‘.it HHIL tl”l'l”l]'rll COMMET
lon: beiween the two coun
tries. The futlure relationship
beiween Bangladesh and Korea
will definitely evolve mainly on
this aspect.

The inauguration of Kim
Young-Sam as President of the
Republic of Korea Symbolises
for the people of Korea a fresh
new beginning in the initiation
and advancement of political
and economic goals. In similar
fashion, ¢se state of fledgling
democracy in Bangladesh
throws up a new opportunity
for men and women here to do
wonders with politics and all
that comes with it. It is on
these lines, and along these
principles of politics, that the
Republic of Korea and the
People’'s Republic of
Bangladesh could plan on
making their links substantive
in the days and months ahead
— to their mutual advantage

Economic exchanges, coupled
with cooperation in the cul-
tural and political areas, have
injected into the relations be

tween Korea and Bangladesh a
momentum that hopefully will
be taken taken full advantage
of by men of thrift and enter-
prise in both Seoul and Dhaka

KOREA IN FOCUS

A People and a History in Harmony

N the past two decades.

Korea has been one of

the fasiest developing
ngtions in the world — both in
economic and ial terms.
Rapid 1ndustrial and economic
growth has seen the Republic
nearly reach developed nation
status in a remarkably shor
time. The Korean people also
find themselves in the midst of
a new era of democratic deve-
lopment following the birth of
the civilian Administration of
President Kim Young Sam on
February 25. 1993. This wiped
out Lhe negative legacy of
decades of military-backed
authoritarian rule. The country
has since been implementing
bold political and economic
reforms to eradicate corrup-
tion and revitalise and restruc-

ture the economy with the goal

of building a New Korea — a -

mature and vibrant mduitnn]

democracy.
This rapid economic and
social development has

brought Korea increased in-
ternatjional exposure and
recognition. as the Republic

begins te expand its role on
the international stage.

Testifying to this was the suc-
cessful hosting of the 1988

Seoul Olympics. the largest
held in history up to that time.

This was following by the 1993
hosting of an international ex-

position. often referred to as
the "Olympics of science and
technology.” at the city of

Taejon. The Taecjon Expe 93
in which 108 nations and 33

seck increased global coopera-
- thon in finding solutions to the
problems of industrialisation
and development in an envi-

safe and eflective
manner. Both the Seoul

Olympics and the Taejon Expo

played an important role in
deepening ties between Korea
and countries all over the
world and gave an impetus (o
the Korean economy.

The Koreans of today. while
enormously proud of their
country's past, look at Korea's
role and reputation from a
more recent historical per-
spective: but, in order to un-
derstand today's Korea — its
land. people, culture, history.
and recent economic and po-
litical transitions — it is neces-
sary to look at both the past
and the present. "Korea In
Focus™ aims to give you a brief
overview (o help in your gen-
eral awareness of Korea today
More detailed information can
be obtained from individual or

ganisations or government of-
fices.

History

A look back at the 5,000
years of Korean history reveals
triumphs and tragedies suc-
cesses and struggles which
have been instrumental in
shaping the Korea and Koreans
of today. One regnarkable fact
that emerges from such a his-
torical examination is that
Korea has largely been ruled by
long-term, stable governmenis.
Korea's kingdoms and dynas
ties generally lasted ahout 500
Vvears of more.

Although Korea's traceable
history began considerably ear
lier than the seventh century.
it was in 668 that Korea, as a
unified country. came Lo ocC-
cupy most of the Peninsula as
it exists today. Indeed, the
people of the earlier Ancient
Choson Kingdom also settled
and lived in Manchuria. lo
cated in Eastern China. neorth
of the Yangtze River

Korea as a historical entity
with a cohesive culture and so

ciety can be traced back to

what is called the Shilla
Unification. Prior to Lhe
Unified Shilla period [668-

935) was the Three Kingdoms
period, which ended when
Shilla conquered thé Paekche
Kingdom (18 BC-AD 660) and
the Koguryo Kingdom (37 BC

AD 668).

The Koryo Kingdom (918
1302) that immediately fol
lowed witnessed flourishing of
Buddhism. which had arrived
in Korea during the Three
Kingdoms era. The period is
best known uwiternationally for
its lamous blue-green inlaid
celadon pottery, as well as for
the invention of the world's
first movable metal type

General Yi Song-gye's estab
lishment of the new Choson
Kingdom (1392-1910) saw
Confucianism dominate na-
tional and family life until

Japan imposed colonial rule.

Korea was finally liberated
from Japanese rule at the end
of World War Il — but only to

become entangled in the fierce

ideological conflict that led 10
the formation of two separale
stales in the North and the
South. divided along the 38th
parallel. in 1950 North Korea
launched an all-out attack on
the Republic of Korea. trigger
ing the Korean War, which
raged until 1953  The
devastating eonflict was endex
by an armistice agreement
which established Lhe
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) that
now divides the Peninsula.

it was almost a decade aflter
the end of the war before the
Republic, of Korea had recov
ered sufficiently to establish
stability and start the momes
tum for s now remarkabile re
covery and development. The
three decades since then have

been a time of spectacular
progress which has seen the
creation of a modern. indus-
trialised nation.

People

Korea is a homogeneous so-
ciety. Although there have
been historic and prehistoric
migrations of Chinese, Mon-
gols and Japanese. Koreans are
very conscious of the ethnic
differences and cultural

distinrctions which give them

their unique identity,

The population ol the
Republic of Korea was esti
mated at 43.7 million in 1992
Its population density is among
the world's highest and Seoul.
the capital, has more than 10
million inhabitants. The annual
population growth in the
Republic has dropped from an
average of 2.7 per cent in the
1960-66 period to only 0.91
per cent in 1992 The slow-
down is also partly the result
of the increasing number of
young working woinen who are
now opting to marry later

The annunal number ol
births per | 000 ol population
declined from 40 in the early
1960s to 15.37 by 1992, while
the death rate fell from 1112
to 5.79. The average llespan
for Koreans has increased from
51.1 years for men and 53.7
for women in 1960 to 66.9 for
men and 75.0 for women in
1992,

The country's rapid indus-
trialisation is responsible for
today's concentration of popu-
lation in urban centres. The
proportion of Koreans living in
cities has jumped from only 28
per cent In 1960 to 74.4 per
cent as of 1990 — very simmilar
ior the 73 to 76 per cent levels
in the United States,
and France.
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Hearty felicitations to H. E. Lee Vung Dug

Hon ble Prime Minister, Republic
of Korea, on his first visit
to Bangladesh
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