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‘Hospital for Animals

by Raffat Binte Rashid

The scene is like any other in many ordinary
operation theatre (OT). Lights, trayvs with
surgical equipment. that familiar smell of medi-
cine a surgeon, an anesthesiclogist. an atten
dant, all concentrating nn the operation, while
the near ones are tensed outside,

A slight though important difference be-
tween this particular OT and others is the pa-
tients themselves. Instead of a man or a wonlan
on the operating table, it is a Frisein baby cow,
having a hernia removed or a horse which
works in the [ilm industry having a tumor re
moved. The scene. similar or somewhat like
this is a regular feature in the central Veteri-
nary H:}Bpital. inforrns Veterinary Surgeon Dr A
K M Monirul Huq. "This place is something like
the medical college hospital but [or animals.
Here on a evervday basis we Lreat or see aboul

"Ours is a very honourable job and 1 think
people who are vets, take up, the profession
mostly because of their love and affection for
animals.” he says.

"There are professional hazards as well, like
when vou go to the zoo, to attend wild animals
like tigers or lions. you are really in serious
problem then. You study the patients from out-
side the cage and enter only after the animal is
shot by a tranguilizer gun. Then again, you are
sure to be kicked by sick cattle or bitten by
dogs.” he says laughing.

The hospital, though not particularly clean
has' a chief Veterinary Officer. who holds the
same rank as Deputy Director. He has a Veteri-
nary Officer or Assistant Director. under whom
two additional veterinary officers. one dealing
wilth equipment! and another with medicine.

300 to 400 patients,
approximately,  he
says.

Dogs barking.
cows mooing, chick-
ens wrapped up in
jute bags, looking
helplessly for doc-
tors, as if saying
"look. we are here
and sick. so help us.
You will see voung
girls .or boys along
with their [athers.
asking frantically for
doctors. "My dog is
not eating a thing,
doc. you have to
come, with us.” And
off goes the surgeon
with his bag. on a
house call.

"Doctor, that
small abscess on my
cow, has ruptured’
er "my cow has a
hernia or an en-
larged gland” are
constant complaints.
Doctors at this hos-

pital either pre-
scribe injections.
which is the pre-

ferred medium ol
medicine adminis-
tered for animals or
tablets or even set
up operation dates,

of early as possible.

"Unlike humans, animals don't talk. or rath-
er we don't understand their screams. so diag-
nosis entirely depends on the owners' com-
plaint, their previous history, some clinical
findings like blood tests, urine. leces or milk
test and some times report of their postmor-
tem help others, says Dr Huq, a young surgeon
very dedicated to his profession.

“Usually we don't have patients who come
here for regular check-ups. only the ones
which are very sick." he says. Generally the
morning heurs are the busiest in the hespital
but the mambey ofipatients vary fromn season Lo
season. It increases specially afier a cyclone or
any other climatic disaster. "Patients from all
over the country come here when need be.” he
explains. They have few serious cases in the
hospital like a horse with cancer, a dog that is
dying of some dermatological complications.
Recently a few cases of African horse sickness,
a deadly disease, in horses have been reported.

"Many animal diseases are at times contag-
ioud and humans become infected,”" Dr Hugq
says. "Like Toxoplasmoesis. a disease in female
cats and dogs also affects human and leads to
abortion cases too. "Then rabies; all warm
bleoded anjmals are susceptible to it and hu-
mans can get it quite easily. Anthrax in cattle is
a deadly bacterial disease that leads to rapid
death. Moreover many viral infections of differ-
ent forms are epidemic.” he reports.
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work. There are sev-
€n Vvelerinary sur-
geons, one patholo-
fist, one radiologist
and one anesthesio-
..+ logist in the hospital.
“1-These doctors at-
] tend to all types of
animals. _

The hospital,
which slands on
three and half acres
of land, was initially
Sir Salimullah’'s
horse stable. But that
was back in 1918
and two years later
in 1920, he trans-
formed the stable
into an animal hospi-
tal. Though the origi-
nal small building, in
Kazi Alauddin Road,
is now a mosque, the
hospital has been ex-
tended to accommo-
date the growing
need, in the same
premises. .

There are a ifew
operation Lheatres, a
pathologv, a radiolo-
gy, a wardy rather a
stable for the large

animals. like horses.
cows.. "We have 24

hours' service, roundc
the clock, there are
resident doctors at night and even on holi-

days,” Hug informs. These surgeons are all gen-
eral practitioners since in Bangladesh there is

no scope to specialize in any particular type of
animals, small or large.

Huq graduated in Veterinary Medicine in
1989 but started practicing in 1991. "After
passing the HSC (Higher Secondary Certificate}
level, we go through a four years graduation
course, a one year M Sc and one and a half
years of MS Course and if anyone wants to con-
tinue further to Ph D degree. Agricultural Uni-
versity awards the certificate,” Huq informs,

After completing the necessary education,
doctors either set up their own farms, clinics
or become private practitioners while others
opt for dor a government job, sit for BCS exami-
nation and get appointed in the Livestock Ca-
dre. "But the biggest drawback in our proper
development of Livestock is the degree that is
awarded to us. The degrees, Animal Husbandry
and Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, which are
at present two different degrees, should be
combined as one and even fisheries should be

included.”

There are people he continues who come to
them not only for prescriptions but for advise
as well. "When they ask guestions on nutrition
or other things and we cannot exactly advise.
then our degree seems inadequate,” he points
out. E thana has a Veterinary Hospital and
recently further expansions. at district and di-
vision level are being considered.
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Visiting Secretary General of Rabitat al-Alam al-lslami Dr

Ahmed Mohammad Al

called

the city yesterday

on Religious Affairs
Minister Mohammad Keramat Al at the latter s office 1n
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JCD leader
stabbed in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Aug 31: A
pro-BNP JCD r of Chitta
gong Polytechnic institute was
stabbed by a group of lerrorists
on Tuesday.

According to a JCD press
release, the leader Humayun
Kabir was forcibly taken by the
terrorisis at gunpoint to the
Chittagong college hostel
where he was beaten up and
stabbed.

The miscreants fled the
scene leaving him unconscious.
Later, some college students
took him to a private clinic.

| Meanwhile. JCD supporters

| Signed and sealed quotations are invited from the reputed

| Supplers/Dealers for supplying Computer Hardware and |
Peripherals Proshika intands to procure one Novell

| centified File Server, arround 14 PC workstations, 03 Apple |
Mac, 09 Printers, 15 UPS, some software and required |
networking pernipherals ANl the above hardware and |§

| penpherals will be installed at its central office in Dhaka. |§

Tender schedule with detail specifications can be collected |§
| from the following address from Accounts Section on |}
payment of Tk. 100/- Schedule shouid be collected from j§
| 01/8/94 to 05/9/94 between 10 00 a.m. 10 400 p.m. The |} |
| quotations should be dropped n the Tender Box kept at

| Reception latest by 10 45 a m on or before 06/8/94 which |
| willbe openedat 11:00a m onthe sameday Thetenderer j§
| or their authorised representatives may be present at the [f
| time of opening of tenders  The organization reserves the

| right to accept or reject any or all the quotations without |

assigning any reason whatsoever

Proshika Manobik Unnayan Kendra
V1—Ga, Section—2 Mspw—10,
Dhaka-1216

held a rally to protest the at-
tack and blamed the activists
ol Chhatra Shibir for the inci-
dent.
| The rally, presided over by
the president of JCD polytech-
nic institute unit, SM Rab,
demanded immediate arrest of
the altackers.

pm today, reports UNB.

{Friday] at 5:40 am.
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Ayesha Khanam speaking at a CEDAW workshop at th

e National Museum auditorium in

the city yesterday. Also seen are Dr Hamida Akhtar Banu and Salma Khanam. — Star phuto.

Govt urged to
curb religious

extremists
By Staff Correspondent

Commitmeni, an NGO, has
urged the government to curb

‘the religious extremists for the

greater national interest.

At a press conference in the
city yesterday, the leaders of
the organization called upon
the government to reflect the
actual position of Bangladesh
by actively taking part in the
upcoming Cairo Conference.

The press conlerence was
organised at the Jatiya Press.
Club Lo protest, what the or-
ganiser clainwd. the conspir-
acy by exploiters ol religion to
[oil the UN-sponsored Popu-
lation Conference which
begins in the Egyptian capilal
Cairo from September 5.

Commitment president
Abul Kalam Azad and adviser
Saiful [slam Talukder, spoke at
the press conference.

The Commitment
observed that because of some
activities by an identified
group of religious fanalics in-
side the country. the image of
Bangladesh has been smeared.

The international media
have already reported that
Bangladesh has been identified
as a "fundamentalist country,’
they said.

The Bangladesh missions
abroad have been struggling
hard to restore the image. they
added.

"So, it has become impera-
tive 1ihat the traders in reli-
gion be controlled to safe-
guard true Islamic values as
well as continue the process of
development,” said Azad.

The Commitment leaders
called upon the United Nations
to make the Cairo Conference
successful.

They. also urged all UN
member states Lo participate
in the conference.

PM donates
ambulance to
Anjuman-e-Mafidul

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia has donated an ambu-
lance to Anjuman-e-Mafidul
Islam, reports UNDB.

Begum Zia handed over the

leaders

key of the ambulance to AB M

Golam Kibria, president of the
humanitarian organisation. at
her office yesterday.

Staie Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeq Hossain, who is
the patron ol the organisation,
wias prese1il on the occasion.
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Thursday .

4:30 Opening

4:45 Esho Gaan Shikhi

5:10 News In Bangla

5:25 National Television
Schoal Debate

6:30 Esho Para Shikhi: Mass
Education

7:00 SAARC Audio/Visual

. Exchange Programme

725 Nazrul Songs

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Drama of the week
Bolona Biday

10:00 News in English

10:30 Mind Series: Marcopolo
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Temporary light to moderate rain or thundershower is
likely at many places over Chittagong. Barisal. Khulna divi-
sions, at a few places over Dhaka division and at one or two
places over Rajshahi division during the next 12 hours till 6

Met office says no appreciable change in day temperature

is expected during the period across the country.
Meantime, Satkhira experienced the highest 30 mun rain

Cnuntfy‘l highesd temperature 34.3 degree Celsius was
recorded at Bogra and the lowest 23.6 degrees at Bhola.

Sun sets today (Thursday) at 6:17 pm and rises tomorrow

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities/towns yesierday were:

City /Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage

* Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 30.2 24.0 90 78
Chittagong 32.8 25.0 92 90
Rajshahi 32.7 27.2 80 78
Khuina 31.6 26.5 85 95
Barisal 31.2 25.0 a5 76
Sylhet 32.6 25.8 90 63

* Cox’'s Bazar - 24.8 84

'Women must strive
to improve their lot'

Informution Minister Ba-
rrister Nazmul Huda yesterday
said the framing of laws and
formulating of policy options
alone will not suffice for the
promotion of womenfolk,

Rather. the women themselves

need to come forward through

sncial mobilisation for their
OWn empowerment, reporis
BSS

He said this at the inaugural
session of a day-long workshop
on "The Role of Media to
Implement the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW]'" at the National
Museum in the city,

State Minister for Women
and Children Affairs Begum
Sarwari Rahman. Canadian
High Commissioner John J
Scott, UNDP representative

. Michael Constable. convenor of

the CEDAW Forum Salma
Khan and General Secretary of
the Bangladesh Mahila Pari-
shad Ayesha Khanam also
spoke on the occasion.

The General Assemibly of
the United Nations adopted
the CEDAW convention in

1979 and yﬁfar 130 countries
including Bangladesh have
signed it.

Nazmul Huda said the sta
tus of women in society is one
of the main mdicators ol de-
velopment and, therefore, the
Constitution guarantees the
equality of women in all

'its due

spheres of state and public lile.

He said. the preseni gov-
ernment has taken up various
action programmes and bro-
ught about legislative changes
to give an institutional shape to
the rights and role of women
in national life.

The minister said women
are also being given special
credit to [lacilitate their self-
employment as well as for the
development of their en-
trepreneurial skills.

Barrister Hinla said, "We are

not at all complacent for what.

we have se [ar achieved in the
women front.” and observed

that the female population was
still the most vulnerable group
in the society. ° ;

He urged the media to play
role for ensuring
women's rightful position in
the society by promoting their
development and generating
awnreness in this regard.

Speaking on the occasion
Begum Sarwari Rahman
termed the CEDAW convention
as a valuable document in the
history of universal human
rights.

Canadian High Commissi-
oner Jon Scott said his country
favours a 'ladies first' develop-
ment policy in Bangladesh.

Eimi Watanabe, the UNDF
Resident Representative. also
spoke. Professor Dr Hamida
Akhter also attended.
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Country ne«cds 38 lakh tons
of fish every year

Chief Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain yesterday ¢m
phasised the need for scien-
tific pisciculture in the country
to meet deficiencies of 30 lakh
tons of fish required annually,
reporis BSS.

"We need 38 lakh tons of
fish per year for our internal
consumpiion, while we pro-
duce 8 to 10 lakh tons.,” he
added.

The Chief Whip was ad-
dressing as chief guest at a
meeting of the pisciculturists
and the local elite on the con-
cluding day of the Fish
Fortnight '94.

Khandaker Delwar said. "We
have a natural broad-based
sweet and saline water bodies
which are suitable for pis:icul-
lure and the government is
committed to overceme all
bottlenecks in this regard.”

"We could, on the one 'nand,
earn huge foreign curren.y re-

quired for strengthening the
national economy and, on the
other hand, we could solve our
gigantic unemployment prob-
lems through adopting modern

methods of pisciculture. he
said.

He called upon all to do ev-
erything possible for the ex-
pansion of this wital sector

which could alone help boost
our economy.

Arrangements are being
made for national awards to

the best pisciculturists, he
added. -

The Chief Whip distribuied
certificates to the best pisci-
culturists who showed ex-
traordinary performances in

the lish fortnight.

Earlier. he presided over
the Lest relief coordination
committee meeting at the DC's
confere room and evaluated
the progress of work.
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NIKASH

Computer Accounting Package

Software Engineered

By

A Chartered Accountant
For

Chartered Accountants

Do not beat about the bush
Get 'NIKASH'

&

Set your accounts straight
Available for single user & multiuser computers
Under Dos, Unix & Novell Platforms

For demos and seminars on 'NIKASH' Contact:

% =-S5t f&12

THE COMPUTERS LIMITED

Estd. 1983

ICL Distributors in Bangladesh

Head Office :

Dhaka Metropolitan Scout Bhaban
54, Inner Circular Road, Dhaka.
Tel : 839091, 833616

 Chittagong Office :
House No.80, Road. No. 28,

- We put
K lot of thought into
our first car.

75 years later,
our cars
think a lot about you.

/IRANGS LIMITED

113-116, OLD AIRPORT ROAD, TEJGAON, DHAKA-1215
PLOT # 3, CDA AVENUE, SHOLOSHAHAR C/A, CHITTAGONG

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS
CREATING TOGETIIER
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