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World number one Stefli Graf (L) poses Chris Evert-hhll aft,er recewmg l;he Women's Tt*nr*.u::i I‘{:-ur aw Lmi as plaver-of-the-

e e e e —— - —

year af a ceremony in New York on August 29. Graf has won the award five times previously. Others to collect it include

Moniea Seles and Martina Navratilova.

— AFP photo

Star parade
at Paris GP

MONACD, Aug 30: Linford
Christie, ' Sergei Bubka.
Noureddine Morceli and Colin
Jackson afe in a star line-up
for Saturdgy's Grand Prix finals
in- Paris.  the International
Amatfur Athletics Federation

LAAF) said on Monday. reports

\rater.

The IAAF said would and
ilhmpir 100 metres champion
Christie wpuld run against Jon
Drinmmond, the sprinter who
lwat him en Sunday in Rieti,
ltaly. as well as fellow
American Dennis Mitchell.

A iaseimating confrontation
15 (11 prospect in the women's
LW metres, oo, with Russian
Privalova. European

ord holder and the fastest
wotian this season, up against
Ol ripic 200 metres champion
Gwen Tarmence.

Ukraimdan pole vaulter
Bubka and high hurdles world
record helder Jackson are
favourites in their events and
middle-distance runner
Morceli. who leads the Grand
Prix standings. well placed to
win the: overall prize of
100.000 dellars.

Total prize money of more
than 2.2 million dollars will be
paid out at a meeting which
also features a tantalising
women's long jump duel be-
tween Olympic and world
champion Heike Drechsler and
arch-rival Jackie Joyner-
Kersee

The meeting takes place at
the newly renovated® Charlety
Stadium in Paris.

Victoria not so
keen to return
to obscurity

VICTORIA. Aug 30: Thou-
gands of Commonwealth

| Bl

Games athleics hearled home
on Monday but the normally
sleepy seaside cily ol Vicloried
hoped the end ol thy 10- chawy
ris extravaganza would aot
an a return to obscurity, re-
ports Reuter. :
Traffic jams and airport

queues were expected as many
of the 40.000 athletes, officials
and journalists who covered
the competition decamped en
Masse,

Workers were dismantling

World Championships begin tOMOITOW

Perkins, Popov aim for more

ROME,; Aug 30:
Kieren Perkins
and Alexander
Popov, who have
plucked most of
swimming's big
priz¢=.. now pursue with
supreme confidence their first
world titles.

Both won Olympic crowns
in Barcelona two years ago and
both have set stunning world
records this summer, boding
well for the World
Championships which begin on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Perkins defied his coach's
orders last week when he
eclipsed two world records in
one race at the Commonwealth
Games in Victoria, Canada.

Coach John Carew has de-
creed an 800-metres world
mark would suffice but Perkins
felt good and smashed his
1.500 record too.

The lithe Australian aims
for more record-breaking in
Rome's Foro Italico where he
bids te - - repeat - his
Commonwealth Games golden
treble in the 200,400 and
1.500 m freestyle.

Perkins missed gold by a
fingertip in an epic 1,500m
duel with Joreg Hoffmann at
the last World Championships
in Perth, Australia, in January
1991 but trounced the German
and everyone else at the 1992
Olyvmpics.

Popov is similarly in a class
of his won at the shorter
freestyle distances and any-
thing less than a repeat of thg
5011 and 100m golds he won
at ihe Olympics would be a
major surprise.

“he unhurried elegance of
the rangy Russian's stroke be-
lies ils power and drive, and

this year Popov has lowered
the short course 100 m
freestyle warld nark four

times in weeks while
eclipsing lhe 100m long-
course mark of American Matl
Biondi in June.

There is room at the top
because a clutch of Olympic
gold medalists, including
Hungarian individual medley
star Tamas Darny and
Americans Mike Barrowman,
Nelson Diebel and Pablo
Morales, have quit the sport.

Americans Mell Stewart and
Tom Jager, world champions
at 200m butterflly and 50m
freestyle respectively, are also
absentees.

Olympic champion Stewart
picked up and infection at the
Goodwill Games in St
Petersburg in July and had to
delay an operation on his ton-
sils. Jager, world champion in
1986 and 1991, pulled out
after US team chief Dennis
Pursley refused his requesl (o
iravel to Rome later than the
rest ol the squad.

Twe of the best men's races
coulil come in the breaststroke
willh world champion Norbert
Rozsa and fellow Hungarian
and European champion Karoly
Guttler against new
Commonwealth Games gold
medalists Phil Rogers of
Australia and Nick Gillingham
of Britain.

China's daunting array of
world beaters threaten to
dominate the women's events,
emnulating the formidable East
German "Wundermaedchen" of
yesteryear.

The Chinese gathered their
first four world titles in 1991
and collected four more at the
1992 Barcelona Olympics. but
a new generation has emerged
in the past year.

None of the Barcelona
champions will swim in Rome.
Freestvlers Yang Wenvi and

ATURDAY

NEW YORK. Aug 30: What's always been good for the

Australian Open, French Open and Wimbledon continues nﬂt
to be good for the US Open, reports AP.

At least that's the belief of J Howard "Bumpy” Frazer, pres-
ident of the United States Tennis Association, concerning the
best scheduling for the men's and women's singles semifinals

and finals.

At the three other Grand Slams., the women's semifinals

Zhuang Yong and butterflyer
Quan Hong have gone while
individual medley swimmer
Lin Li has been chosen only for
the forthcoming Asian Games.,
But freestyler Le Jingyi,
breaststroke and medley
swimmer Dai Guohong.
Backstroker He Cihong and
butterflyer Liu Limin wonm
seven individual gold medals
between them at the World
Short-Course Championships
last December and will ensure
China remain a force in Rome,
China's astonishing advance
in women's swimming has also
had its darker side. Two have
been banned after positive
dope tests this year—Zhong
Weiyue, who had set short-
course butterfly world marks,
and Ren Xin, who won three
Goodwill Games golds.
Spearheads of the challenge
to the Chinese include
American Janet Evans, triple

- champion at the 1988 Seoul

Olympics who will defend her
worlkd 400 and 800 metres
crowns after convincing per-

- formances in the recent US

trials.

Hungarian triple Olympic
champion Krisztina Egerszegi,
four times and individual gold
medalist at the 1993 European
Championships, has cut back
her programme to concentrate
on defending her 100 and
200m backstroke titles against
He Cihong,

Bul perhaps the greatest
conlrontations await Germanv's
Franziska van Almsick. winner
of six gold medals at the
European Championships
when she takes on Le Jingyi
and Lu Bin and Americans
Angel Martino. Amy van Dyken,
Cristina Teuscher and Olympic
champion Nicoile Haislett in

the ireestyle.
'
FINA's double
standard

ROME., Aug 30: Two sepa-
rate qualifying standards will
be introduced to earn places in
Olympic swimming events, the
International Swimming Fe-
deration (FINA) decided on
Monday, reports Reuter.

Countries entering only one

Corraggio Costa
MESSINA., Sicily, Aug 30: A
Canadian who had both legs
amputaled as a child com-
pleted a 24-hour. GO km (40
mile}] odyssey on Tuesday
vwlen he swam Lhe straits of
Messina between Sicily and
mainland Italy both ways, re-
ports Reuter.

A spokesman for a local
sports club said Sicilian-beorn-
Carlos Costa, 22, swam from
the northeast tip of the island
over 16 the mainland village of
Cannitelloe, and then back
down the Sicilian coast to the
holiday resort of Taromina.

The narrow straits of
Messina — dividing Sicily from
mainland Calabria — are
renowned for their treacher-
ous walters,

They are believed to be the
site of mythological perils
"Scylla and Charybdis’— a
seven-headed monster and
whirlpool — which the le-
gendary Greek hero Odyseeus
negotiated on his 10-year
journey home from the Trojan
war

“This should make people
look at the disabled in a differ-
ent light,” said Costa, who
lives in North York near
Toronto.

Move to avert
Chinese boycott
of Asiad

PARIS, Aug 30: Asian Oly-
mpic leaders moved on
Tuesday to avoid the threat of a
boycott by China of October's
Asian Games in Japan over an
invitation for Taiwans Pre-
sident to attend, reporis
Reuter.

A Chinese official said on
Monday that his country might
not take part in the Asian
Games at Hiroshima unless the
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA)
withdrew its invitation 1o
Taiwan's President Lee Teng
Hui.

OCA deputy secretary Abdul
Muttaled Ahmad said at the
Olympic Congress in Paris on
Tuesday that he believed a
hoycott could be avoided.

"We are unhappy with the
way this has escalated but we
are laking everybody's point of
view into account and we are
optimistic of finding a solu-
tion.” he said.

OCA sources said Lee's invi-
tation would not be withdrawn
but he would probably he
asked to travel to Hiroshima
under documents issued by
Japanese authorities, making
no reference to his rank or
position.

Wei Jizhong, executive di-
rector of the Chinese Olympic
Committee, told reporters on
Monday: "Lee's appearance at
Hiroshima will be considered
as provocation against us. We
hope such an issue will not be
involved in the Asian Games.”

Modahl has
nothing to hide

LISBON, Aug 30: Diane
Modahl, who tested positive
for drugs at a Lisbon athletics
meeting in June, has nothing
to hide from a crucial second

test, her husband and coach
said on Monday. reports
Reuter.

"The outcome of this test
will be that she has nothing to
hide, certainly.," Vicente Mo-
dahl told reporters on arrival
at Lisbon Airport. "Whether
outcome happens here or
later, we'll have to see.”

When asked if the British
800 mietres runner could be

exonierated by results of the
sceeond lest, he answered:
"Well, there is a chance for ev-
erything, Isn't there?"

| wimbledon runner-up

NEW YORK, Aug
30: Former ch
ampion Boris
Becker survived
five match points
only to succumb
on the sixth as Richey
Reneberg knocked out the
seventh seed in a dramatic
fifth set tie-break at the US
Open on Monday night. re-
ports Reuter

“This was the best tennis |
ever played in my life in the
fifth set. There's no way |
could play any better,” said the
48th-ranked Reneberg.

"No match I've ever played
compares to it." added the 28
year-old American, who has
never been past the second
round at the year's final Grand
Slam event.

The seventh seeded
Becker, who came in the
hottest player on the tour,

made the earliest exit of his
|0-year US Open career Lo
join second seed Goran
Ivanisevic on the sidelines on
an opening day that began and
ended with stunning upsets.
“I'm very disappointed. |
thought I had a very good

chance,” said Becker.
World number tweo and

ivani-

Becker came into the me
alter claiming two titles aml
posting an 11-1 hardcourt
record this surmmer

But three hours and three
minutes after hitting his first
ball on Stadium Court. Becker
was packing his bags for a

long trip hoine

He complainded that the
court was so slow .nd the balls
s0 heavy and soft that his

hardecourt preparation was of
little use Lo him.

By the time Becker had a
chance to get used to the un-
favourable conditions, the
three-time Wimbledon cham-
pion was already in trouble.
falling two sets behind, and
Reneberg found enough of his
sparkling early form again in

the fifth set to pull out the 6
1, 6-4, 4-6, 1-6, 7-6, (7-9
shocker

"In the fifth set he played
like in the beginning.” Becker
said. "Hitting all out. just going
for his shots.”

There was only one minor
upset in women's play when
12th seed Sabine Hack of
Germany fell 6-2. 2-6. 7-6 1o
American G G Fernandez,

Spain's French Open cham
pions rolled into the second
rowund

Markus Zoecke of Germany exults after ousting second-
secd Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia in the first round of the US
Open in New York on August 29. Zoecke -won 6-2, 7-5, 3-6,

7-D.
sevic, who has never played
well on the hardcourts of

Flushing Meadow, opened the
first-day programme on the
grandstand by falling to 68th-
ranked German Markus
Zoecke 6-2, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5.

There were no other major
first-round surprises in men's
singles until Renebergs five-
set shocker.

"A match like this and a
match like Ivanisevic's is a
good indication of what's
happening in men's tennis,’
said Reneberg, who had won

-only one set from Becker in

their six previous meetings.

"This shows that anyone can
win. You can't take anything
for granted.”

— AFP phutu

Third seed Sergi Bruguera,
a first-round loser last vear,
demonstrated new-lound
hardcourt prowess by dispos-
ing of big-serving American
Bryan Shelton 6-0. 6-2, 7-5 in
a night match on the grand-
stand.

Bruguera raced through the
first two sets and then saved a
set point in the third to pre-
serve his straight-sets win.

‘[ know how to play on this
surface and "I'm getting better
and better everytime.” said the
confident third seed.

Second seed Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario, who won her
second French Open title this
vear, got off to a sluggish start
before hitting her stride for a

Exlt Ivanisevic, Becker

7-5. 6-1 victory over B83rd-
ranked [talian Linda Ferrando.

Sanchez s Federation Cup
teammate Conchita Martinez
wasted no time her
bid for a second major title.
The Wimbledon champion
raced past Veronika Martinek
of Germany 6-1. 6-0 in a mere
4| minutes.

Mary Pierce. the fourth-
seecdded French Open runmer-
up. advanced in straight sets
as did both men's sixth seed
Michael Chang who beat
Russian Andrei Cherkasov. and
unseeded Andre Agassi, wheo

lost just five gaunes i erushing
Swedish gualitwr Robert
Eriksson.

Reneberg started out look-
ing as though he might knock
out Becker almost as quickly.
'He really started im full
gear.” Becker said of Reneberg
"He hardly missed a ball for
the first hour and a half "
Becker. however. has made
a career of five-set come-from-
behind wins, especially at the
Open. which he won in 1989
after surviving a series of

. match points in the second

rouand

The German started attack-
ing the net and appeared to be
firmly in control when he won
eight of nine games from 4-4
in the third set to force a fifth.

But Reneberg came back
strong in the final set.

He reached triple match
point on Becker's serve at 5-
4. but the seventh seed pro-
duced a trio of blistering first
serves to stay alive.

Reneberg reached (triple
match point again in the tie-
break at 6-3. This time Becker
was able to save only two of
them and the American
sealed his victory with an
overhead smash

It was an
set,” admitted
pointed Becker.

Ivanisevic said he had only
himself and a US Open mental
block to blame for his first
round ouster.

"Every year when | come to
the US Open. | don't know
what | am doing here,” be-
moaned the Croatian.

As soon as | come here it is
finished. | don't know why."

Parker's amazing
discovery

NEW YORK, Aug 30: Frank
Parker. celebrating his 50th

anniversary of winning the US
national championship, can't

excellent fifth
the disap-

" get over how hard they hit the

ball in today's tennis— and he
means the women, reports
Reuter. "

"I marvelled this morning,”
the 78-year-old Parker said
Monday at a news conference
on the opening day of the
| 14th edition of the national
¢ hampionship.

"l was walching them prac-
tice. especially the girls. They
hit tremendously hard.” he
said, before speaking up for his
generation, "Of course, we
used wooden rackets
were playing. [ dou
much whether they ¢
the same thing w.,
equipmernt.”

Parker. who defea?;?ﬂ[}'
talbert in 1944 and 1 Lo
claim the US crown. still plays
and admits the meodern
equipment has juiced up his
won game, though his reign at
the top recalls an era where
angles. pace and deception
had more to do with success

than pure power.
Parker played ,in his first

S championship in 1932 .l
age 16 and the next year began
a steak of 17 consecutive years
in which he was seeded, a
record not broken until Jimmy
Connors was seeded 1B suc-
cessive limes [1972-1980).
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