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Chips are Down in Bosnia

Everything about the Bosnian Serbs has been

self- pmrlalmtd the territorial authority they
claim, their so-called Parliament and, last but not
least, the referendum held last weekend. So,
an incurable defiance of the international norms
has been writ large on their actions — from the
day one. And as it was sown so has it been reaped
now — through the referendum where the
Bosnian Serbs have rejected out of hand the in-
ternational peace plan, so assiduously put to-
ether by the USA, Russia, France, Britain and
g‘rermany. This was a last-ditch initiative to stop
the bleeding in the Balkans.

The peace plan seeks to rationalise the land
distribution among the Muslims, Croats and Serbs
which was badly distorted by a Serbian annexa-
tion in the tyrannical name of ethnic-cleansing.
The land partitioning envisaged in the plan falls
short of the ideal because the Muslim and Croat
Federation. though in a clear majority, is to re-
ceive 51 per cent of the territory. They have no
grouse; it is a sacrifice they are ready to make. By
contrast, the minority Serbs are to get 49 pér
cent in what appears to be a partial legitimization
of their seizure of land by force amounting to 70
per cent of Bosnia- Herze ovina. In an ingenuous
gimmickry the Bosnian Serb leaders are saying
that they are opposed to the mapping not the
peace plan as such. The division will not make
them into 'a viable state' as it would prevent them
from merging with Serbia which obviously bears
portents of further destabilisation in the area. But
it is the Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic
who cut off supplies to his once surrogate Bosnian
Serb leadership because they denounced the
peace plan. Even though Milosevic might be sus-
pected of doing it as a ploy to obtain withdrawal
of trade sanctions by the weést imposed on his re-
public for its in the conflict, he is very much
on record as having endorsed the peace plan. At
any rate the peace sponsors have apparently seen
through it to say to Milosevic that the lifting of
sanctions is conditional upon the Bosnian Serbs'
unqualified acceptance of the peace proposals.
The ball is in Milosevic's court.

It is an extra-ordinary phenomenon today that
a small entity can afford to be so defiant of inter-
national will. The Bosnian Serbs are ris isola-
tion in their own area and from their traditional
allies — the non-Bosnian Serbs, let alone Russia
with its Slovak association. As for the west, its
stigma for being soft to the Christian Serbs'as

ainst the Bosnian Muslims seems to have been
obscured by some positive moves it has made.
The rumblings for punishing the abusers of hu-
man rights also are no longer heard. Despite all
this change in the atmospherics — the Bosnian
Serbs should only thank their stars — they are
being mindlessly obdurate. Are they relying on
some support secretly coming their way? But
they seem to have burnt all their boats.

Ethno-centric nationalism is not only a con-
ceptual possibility, it has also been a potent real-
ity in some parts of the world today. Left within
its perimeter, the phenomenon is not so
dangerous. But mixed with religion it can be
monstrous. |

It is the fall-out dﬂw 'no' to the peace
plan that the world | p must now prepare
itself to face. If any further attémpts fail to secure
the Bosnia Serbs’ mmplianre with the peace plan
the world will be left with no other chinice but to
lift the arms embargo on thé Bosnian Musli to
aid them in the exercise of their right to self-de-
lence. The UN forces must, under no circum-

st.ances, abdicate their responsibilities in Besnia—
livrzegovina.

No Serious Games

In the absence of world's traditional sports su-
perpowers, the Commonwealth Games cannot

naturally be more than just a poor shadow of the

Olympics. Yet the presence of the likes of
Australia — a powerhouse, Nigeria and
Kenya — two track giants, and Britain and Canada
— still a force to reckon with in the athletic field,
at times transports some of the events to an
olympian height. Or, at least should do so. con-
sidering the potential. But as the just- concluded
15th Commonwealth Games would give the un-
mistakable impression, the sporting gala, like the
loosc band of nations, with a common colonial
past. is gradually falling in stature and losing the
competitive edge, once its distinctive mark.

The Jradual decline of the games has been
succinetly summed up by Australian team
spokesman lan [lanson — the only team to have
put up a grand performance — like this: “We're
g:ttiﬁ?g better, but maybe the rest are getting
worse.” The condition is further corroborated by
no more than just one record-b perfor-
mance in the swimming pool by an ace Australian
swimmer, Kieren Perkins during the entire meet.
Certainly this could be bettered, had some of the
athletes, known as heavyweights in their respec-
tive specialities, not escaped the meet in
Victoria, Canada, the venue of the 15th
Commonwealth Games.

This sounds intriguing. But, those who are fa-
miliar with the way of super and mega stars can
see the reason of their skipping less prestigious
meets with even lesser lure of money.
Commonwealth laurel to their feather comes sec-
ond to their concern for the fat purse.
surprisingly, those nations can still afford to miss
their big names and yet take away home medals
from the games. What it means is neither savour-
ing for the rest or the games proper. The mes-

sage is loud and clear: there is a sea of differencc -

between the competing athletes from different
‘nations of the Commonwealth.

What is even more alarming is that instead of
the gap in the athletes' qualities getting nar-
rowed, it is widening. If not, inconsistencies mar
the prospeet of nations like Bangladesh. Seldom
do such nations realize that sports and games
have to be tended like a culture through a contin-
uous process. There is a lesson to be learnt not
from an outsider but from the top Commonwealth
sporting nation itself. Australia’s haul of medals in
the Olympics and other world meets is always
impressive. It did not take the games at Victoria
lightly. If Australia is serious, ‘cannot nations like
us take the evenits even more seriously. Last
time we had a share uf golds and the raised
hopes this time have plunged into despair. This

ﬂlm.lld give.a double impetus for our success next
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-~ Pastor Quandt Opens the Church Doors and Defies the State

Towards a Solution of Armenian- Azerbaijani Conﬂlct

Arshad-uz-Zaman writes from Istanbul

HERE are persistent
signals that the eight
years old Armenian-Azer-

baijani war which has caused
the loss of thousands of lives
on both sides, may be winding
down at last. Thé war has also
led to Armenian occupation of
nearly one filth of Azeri
lerritory.

The hopeful signals are cur-
rently all coming from the US.
which Armenian President Ter
Petrosyan is currently visiting.
[Tham Aliev, san of President
Haider Aliev of Azerbaflan, who
Is involved in oil politics of this
country, is also in the US at
present. The Carnegie Endo-
wment of New York. organised

| a seminar and the keynote
Ter

speaker was President
Pelrosyan and among the
guesis was Hafliz Pashayev,
Azerbaijan Ambassador

side a name that is regularly
popping up is Ali Riza Bozkurt.

lo
Washington. From the Turkish

nicknamed the 'Amazing
Turk'. who also is involved in a
pipeline deal of Azeri oll. that
should pass through Armenia.
Bozkurt. who also has Ame-
rican nationality. has ex-
pressed his intention to run
for US senate fromn New Jersey
in 1996 elections.

During his US visit Ter
Pelirosyan has sounded posi-
tively upbeat about a solution to
thes ¢onflis . between his coun-
try amnd neighbour Azerbaijan.
The heart of the conflict is the
tiny enclave Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. which is within Azer-
baijan territory and largely
populated by Armenians. In an
unilateral move Armenia has
pushed Azeri forces out of
Karabakh and has marched
deep into Azeri territory.
There is a fragile ceasefire at
present and Azerbaijan is In-
sisting on withdrawal of
Armenian forces from her ter-
ritory before she would con-

sent to any bargaining. Botl
republics are members of
Moscow sponsored Comimon
wealth of Independent States
(C1S) and Russia is playing a
leading role in finding a sol-
ution. At issue is the question
of stationing of troops o
separate the combatants and
Azerbaijan is wary of any large
scale stationing of Russian
troops, whom she sent home
following declaration of inde-
pendence three years ago.

Heavy EconomicCost

The economic cost of the
war Lo both Armenia and Azer-
baijan has been heavy. Outside

of the dislocation caused by
Lthe collapse of ‘command
economy ., Azerbaijan has seen
her exporis shrink drama
tically. Energy hungry Armenia
has been living on very little

electricity and her standard of
living is reported to have [allen
by 70%. The war has caused
one million Azeris o flee their
homes.

Turkey has a large stake in
a negotiated solution to the
Armenian- Azerbaijani conflict.
Emotionally Turkish speaking
Muslim Azeris are much closer
lo them than Armenians. Since
the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the emergence of
Turkic republics, it is with
Azerbaljan that Turkey estab-

lished special relations. Turkey

is also keen to maintain good

relations with all others of the

region inciuding Armenia,
through which she has land

route carrying her merchan-

dise io consumer-goodas hun-

gry Caucasus and Central Asia.

Since the Azeris suffered mili-
tarv reverses in the hands of
Armenians., Turkey has been

compelled to impose

nia. Turkish Prime
Tansu Ciller has
that she would be
establish diplomatic and
nomic relations with Armenia.
ance Armenian troops with-

draw from Azerbaijan territory.
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aiE

Turkish Foreign Policy. She
has been ra energet-
ically for the reopening of iragi
pipeline which carries oil from
Kerkuk in northern lraq to
Yumurtalik in Turkish Medi-
terranean. Riyad Al-Qaysi. Iragi
Foreign Ministry Undersecre-
tary. who has just completed a
to Turkey., has been
reported to have mmduﬂy

concluded
reopening Iragi li'i’l?"fl“ﬂ'l-l
The matter. it is confidently

predicted, will come before

;

Three Years after the Gult War: Straws Tell which Way the Wind Blows

by AM M Shahabuddin

N the backdrop of the
routine renewal, after
every two months, by UN
Security Counecil of the
economic sanctions Aagainst
war-ravaged Iraq for the last

" four years. there appears some

sparks in the gradually
emerging dim silver line on
tlie Iragi horizon. The last
meeting of the Security

Council, held in July, to review

the situation, has shown for
the first time in last four years

-clear signs of cracks in the

vnanimity antong the Security-
Council's five permanent
members vis-a-vis further ex-
tension of the UN embargo.
While the United States and
Great Britain favour further
continuation of the sanctions,
Fussia and !Yrance warnt grad-
ual easing of it as they have
“noted” remarkable improve-
ment in lrag's "bhehaviour”
with UN weapons inspectors.
Actually, the group, led by
Russia. wanted the Council to
itsue a "una'umous stetement
publicly acknowledging™ Iraq's
full cooperation with UN in
implementing its resolutions,
which would have been a Iu;y
step in getting the sanctions
lifted. But it couldn't materi-
alise. There were definite
proverbial slips between the
cup and the lips. Alas! today’'s
Russia is not y's Soviet
Union! So it had to stop short
of what it wanted, until a more
congenial situation was forth-
coming.
However, this apparent dif-
[erence of opinion among the
il mempbers is indeed a
healthy ;:pcniﬂg for Iraq.
Outside the Security Council
there are other ominous sig-
nils to show a definite change
in the pelicy of the Gulf War
participants towards Iraq, par-
tic ularly some of the Arab and

nou-Arab Muslim countries
who were deeply involved in

A exactly o0 colock,
the Lny congregation of
the Paul Gerhardt Parish
begins Sunday morning service
with the first hymn. The sound
ol organ music stirs Jose from
his adjacent room. where the
19-year-old Angolan refugee
has lived for three months. He
attracts liltle notice as he joins
the two-dozen worshippers
from the affluent Berlin
suburb. taking a seat in the
hack row.

"The parish accepts Jose as
ar guest.™ sayvs Protestant

- Pastor Dieter Clausert. who has

offered the spare room to dif-
ferent refugees over the pasi
10 years. "Even il his applica-
tion for political asylum is re-
jected, he will have a safe
place here until something
else can be worked out.”

The Paul Gerhardt Parish is
one of over 200 Protestant and
Catholic churches in Germany
that shelter foreign refugees —
even when thal protection vio-

lates the law. ~.
Although the German
churches, particularly the

Protestant, have a long Lradi-
tion of providing sanctuary for

. persecuted persons. the new,

more resirictive German im-
migration policy has brought
“church asylum"” into the spot-
light and the ihvolved parishes
intoe direct conflict with the
state.

The coordinated network ol
church initiatives is a response
of Germanv's rece ntlv ainen-

Reduce tax on tea
Sir. Our tea this year is fac-

e very crucial time due to
eavessive lea production in the

Alrican regions. Nearly 60 to
7 per cenl of our tea is ex-
Harted 1o ecarn a good amount

nl loreign currency for our
country bul unfortunately
fresent  price has declined
sitply 10 an alarming level vis-

4 Vis the cost of production of

most of the tea estates. This si-
tuation will put most of the
small companies in.a great fi-

nancial problem in running

-their estates. Large concerns
will also be affected.

I would request the gov-
ernment to reduce the tax
(VAT) on tea specially for this
year considering the sharp
decline in the price. Tea es-
tates' loss can be minimised to

its

the Gulf War.

Ray of Hope for [raq

In fact. the first such signs
were visible when George Bush
threatened to bomb Iraq and
actually bombarded Baghdad
killing innocent people on the
flimsy grounds of violation ol
Lthe so-called 'no-lly’ zones in
the north and south of Iraq
and that operation was carried
out without any UN authorisa-
tion. Naturally, some of the
closest allies of Bush, namely
Egypt and Turkey. distanced
themselves from the renewed
US policy of air strikes. The
drifting of the allied powers
seems to bBe continuing.
According to a recent Iraqi
news agency report, lraq has
signed some 540 trade

agreements with foreign com-

panies during the last six
months, anticipating the pos-
sible lifting of the UN sanc-
tions in near future. These
foreign companies include.
French, [tallan, Turkish and
Canadian.

Meanwhile. lraqi Deputy
Prime Minister had been
touring sorhe of the important

world capitals to mobilise

world opinion in favour lIraqi
cam for lifting the sanc-
tions. Another important de-
velopment on the scenario is
Saddam Hussein's offer of
‘security and peace’ to the
neighbouring -Arab states in a
speech marking the 26th an-
niversary of his ruling Baath
Party's coming into power.
Still a fact is a fact. For his -
ter folly or too much ambition,
Saddam H and his

ple had tnmﬂbaﬁh f:r
noses. They had undergone
and are still undergoing
tremendous suffering, eco-
nomic and otherwise, because
of &4 wrong move by Saddam.
That is why iraqg was con-
demned world wide when it

invaded a suvereign member

state of the UN, violating the
principles enunciated in its
charter. Whatever justification
Saddam might have come up
with, but aggression of a mem
ber state of the UN by another
member state is a crime
against humanity And that
can't go unpunished.

But that doesn't mean that a *

bully boy. takfhg advantage of
this, would jump in. urging
others to join his bandwagon.
to pulverise Iraq in the name
of liberating Kuwait. As they
say the higher the monkey
climbs, the more it shows its
tail. Nobody could fully support
ihe chief architect of the
{ )peration Desert Siorm. when
the long tail was gradually vis
ble. Particularly. when Busl
caught hold of the UN. g
whatever resolutions |
wanted to fulfil his mission.
put these resolution in his hip
pocket, and raised the Desert
Storm to bring down hell on
Iraq.

Half Truth or Total Lies

Fact is always stranger than
fiction. But sometimes a fiction
is also stranger than a fact. We
have seen this during the Gulf
War when the western propa-
ganda stories wepe dished out
through the ‘wartime con-
trolled’ western media, partic-
ularly the so called free press
and media of the USA. .

Let us see what a columnist
of leading Canddian daily The
Toronte Star had to say about
these myths. Hn: said: "Nobody

forgets iithe Lherror - storted

about the Kuwaiti babies being

yanked from their incubators

by beastly Iraqi invadéts
even though it turned out that
these stories were blatantly
phony. fabricated by a public
relations agency.” Such ficii-
tiwnis stories created mor

——

tlense smoke screen to carry
on the unabated brutality on
Itag. UN has already admitted,
in a report, that Iraq had been
bombed ‘back to pre indus-
trial stage.” But the most
shameful thing on the part of
the UN was that it had not only
adopted scores of resolutions
for unending punitive action
against Iraq, but did it in a
‘yours truly’ manner, All the
time echoing Bush's will in a
most ridiculous way, Was it not
a somewhat hacked attempt ol
‘corrupting” the UN? “How
many of us are vividly aware
right now of the real horror of
the daily life as a result of the
UN sanctions?” asks a colum-
nist of a Canadian daily. An«l
the UN has kept mum all

through,
International Tribunal
Brings Charges
The day of reckoning is fast
approaching. Nature abhors
vacuum. And it reacts sharply.
So one day history will give its
verdict on the crimes commit-
tedd by Bush and ‘allies’ in t“e
name of liberating Kuwait. In
the post Gulf War euphoria
when Bush was riding high on
B0 per cent popularity index,
there was a move for the trial
of Bush for the “"monsirous
crimes” in Iraqg. An unofficial
intemational tribunal was set
up with the. former Attorney
General of the USA, Ramsey.
Clark, as its chairman. The 22-
ber tribunal on the other
~appoiated a Commission
of Enquiry to gather testim..iny
and information related to the
crimes. It worked for about 12
months in 20 countries for
this purpose. Even Mr.
Ramsey, who travelled exten-
sively inside Iraq, during the
waar. gathered wvaluable inlon

Paul Hockenos writes from Berlin

mation about the atrocities
committed on the civilfan
population there. After i(he
completion of its work, the
Enquiry Commission submit-

ted its report to the tribunal
for consideration.

The final of the 22-
member tribunal, consisting of
prominent citizens drawn
from five continents. was held
in New York at the beginning
of 1993 at the Martin King Jr
Auditorium before some 1500
distinguished people.

The following are some of
the charges. brought about by
the Tribunal, based, on the
findings of the Engquiry
Commission. against George
Bush :

— The US engaged in a
patiern of conduct ... intended
lo lead Iraq into provocation
justifying US military action
ngainst Iraq and permanent US
tlomination of the Gulf.

— President Bush ordered
ttie destruction of factories
essential to civilian life and
economic productivity
throughout Iraq.

The US intentionally
bombed ‘civilian life, commer-
cial and business districts,
schools. hospilals, mosques,

churches. shelters. residential
dareas. historical site<. private
veliicles, aiul civilian govern-

ment ollices.

— The US lorces even killed
Iragi soldiers seeking Lo sur-
reiader.

— The US used prohibited
weapons capable of mass de-
structions, causing indiscrimi-

nate death and unnecessary

suffering.
— The US “corrupted and

e.ploited UN functions as a
means of securing power to
commit crimes against peace.”
The US launched a
“campaign ol ol contend

The rise of racist attacks on immigrants in Germany has been accompanied by tough curbs
on the admission of political refugees. Many churches have responded by sheltering refugees,
even when it is illegal to do so. Gemini News Service reports on a clash between Church and

State.

Beating on Bonn's door: Asylum-seekers in Germany

ded constitutional right to
political asylum, lormerly the
mosi liberal in Europe
Previously, refugees simply
had to make it to the German
horder and ask for an applica-
tion for asylum in order to et-
ter the country and receive
hesing and puckel money un-

_ Uil their « ase came up before a

cour!. olten yvears later. Under
the former laws. Germany ac-
cepted more foreign nationals
than any other European coun-

for political asylum. Since the
amendment. the number of
foreign nationals admitted into
Germany has fallen by more
than half. The trial procedure
has been streamlined and de-

portations dramatically stepp-
ed up.

Crities argue that the prior-
ity of the new policy is to limit
the number of foreign nation-
als entering Germany rather
than to give political asylum to
those who deserve it,

"On paper the right to polit-
ical asylum still exisis,” says
Ellen Wagner of the organisa-
tion Asylum in the Church,
"but it has become so difficult
to get that it's now more of a
privilege than a guaranteed
right.”

Christian groups like
Wagner's and Pax Christi, as
well as human rights organisa-
tions such as Amnesty Inter-
national, claim that legit-
imately persecuted people and
refugees from war zones are
being turned away from

e —

some exient if the tax is re-
duced. The step is required In
ithe greater interest of our tea
indlustry.
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Social acceptance

Sir. "No way out” (Star, Aug
15] raises the question of
what is acceptable by the soci-
ety in regard to display of af-
fection publicity —including
embracing, kissing, body
touch. In the East there are
mores different from the well
publicised Western examples
seen on the mass electronic
media. .

The police and the law
come later. Discretion is the
beiter part of valeur. When in
Rome, do what the Romans

Lry, Germany to face life-threaten-
Alter o hierce debale, law- g situations in their home-
makers linallv voted 1o restrict and. .
and Lighten the reguirements Young men from Angola.
= e : E — ——
F T — -
o, This inforiation age is cdemocracy and to sincerity i

changing the mores last.
Should we try Lo move laster
than what the society does not
accept? 1L is a debate Lo
nowhere,

A Rooder
D vt

Tolerance

Sir, In your letter column,
someone asked the definition
ol a "fundamentalist”. I think
the question misses the point.
At this time in history the key
question is tolerance. If some-
one wants to dress in a certain
way, etc, that is his right. But if

‘someone prefers to dress in

another way. etc, that is also
his right.

When people are privileged
or penalized for religious rea-
sons, it is a threat to real

religion. The sentiments ol all
have to be respected, but a
person’'s right to express his
own viewpoints has to be tol-
erated — otherwise where will
it end? There is a profound
wisdom in the phrase "there is
no compulsion in matters of
religion”. The West has discov-
ered through fratricidal strug-
gles the need for tolerance.
Must we repeat their mistakes

by forgetting a key part of |,

Bangladeshi tradition?

Let no dne quote British law
to justify the suppression of
[reedom. British colonial law
was made to fulfil the goals of
British colonial policy. Bangla-
deshi law should fulfil the
needs of a free people for
human dignity.

A democrat

deserters from the Serbian
army and Kurds [rom Turkey.
for example, rarely qualify for
asylum under the new laws. If
the courts rule against them,
they are incarcerated and
quickly deported.

In Berlin, a coalition of
Social Democrats, Greens and
Christian Democrats has de-
manded an immediate stop to
the deportation of Angolans,
who are often suspected by
their government of being
sympathisers of the rebel
UNITA army. On return (o
Angola, they could be con-
fronted with eriminal proceed-
ings, torture and the death
petialty.

"Among the Angolans in
Berlin, uncertainty about their
cases has turned to des
tion. Gabriel Mavonda., aged
21, recently threw himself
from a fifth-story wi after
enduring a six-year :

"He thought that they were
going to send him back.” says
his friend Simon, clearly
shaken. "He just couldn't take
it any longer. We're all scared
that they'll send us back.
What's the difference between
dying here or there?”

The grassroots initiatives of
the local congregations have
found ever greater resonance
in the church hierarchies.
Leading Protestants, such as
Wolfgang Huber, Bishop of
Berlin-Brandenburg, have
voiced their full support for in-
volved parishes.

“Where Christians, Christian
parishes and church leader-
ships are confronted with such
cases, they have the moral duty
to intervene on behalf of those
concerned,” he said.

The Catholic Church has
also expressed iis concern
about the "callousness” of the
new immigration policies and
the "reckless” deportations.
But the hierarchy, traditionally
more conservative than s
Protestant equivalent in social
matters, refuses to take an of-
ficial position on the issue, The
decision to offer sanctuary is
left 1o local churches.

Advocates of church asylum

point to the legacy of persecu-

and misinformation.”
But the most tragic part of
ti:e whole episode is that while

spite his posing ...
that Bush and closest to him

will one day be judged by his-
lory as war criminals guilty of
crimes more monstrous Lhan
lhu:c of Saddam Hossein him-
sell.”

But how long the post Gulf
War horrors will continue in
Iraq? As noted earlier. the
definite change in the posture
of some of the permanent
Members of the Security

reacdy shown much thrust and
innovation in his foreign pol-

icy.
In fact, Clintom has res
cued Lhe lallen image ol e
US as a global power fromn the
quagmire crealed by his pre-
tflevessor.  Lel  President
Clinton pet o straw in the wind
arul it will tell him which way
Lthe workl opinion is moving.
And a hint is for the
wise to follow it. Art is long
but time is short. Let not
America miss this chance to
right the wrong, before .the
evil shadow lengthens [(urther

1o eclipse its goodwill.
Tl

of i il

peritir s rediedd UN

tion. flight and sanctuary so
central to the hiltnrjr of
Christianity.

During the 5mnd World
War, some German churches
illegally protected Jews and
communists, while others col-
laborated fully with the admin-
istration. Since 1983. there
have been over 2,000 cases of
church asylum for people re-
fused political asylum from the
state.

Despite growing support in
Christian circles, the possibil--
ity of a direct confroniation
with the staie has caused cou-'
cern and back-pedalling.
Federal Interior Minister
Manfred Kanther has warned
the churches that they are not
above the law. "There is no
special right of church ny-

lum,” he said. "A legal right to
political asylum already exists
and that is granted by the
state.”

There have not yet been
raids on churches sheltering
illegal refugees. In Bavaria, ene
Protestant parish sheltering a
Kurdish family eventually
backed down when faced with
police threats: 400 people had
formed a human chain around
the church to prevent riot
troops from entering but, in
the end, the family was handed
over to authorities and sent
back to Turkey.

Church organisers acknowl-
edge that religious institutions
are not above secular law.
They point out that most

provide counselling services
for refugees in a variety of lan-
guages.

"The purpese of church asy-
lum is not to offer an alterna-
tive political asylum to that of
the state.” says Berlin Pastor
Jurgen Quandt of Asylum in
the Church. "For the most

of breaking the law of the state
or that of God, his decision is
clear; “"There is a moral

covenanl higher than that of

the state o which | am bound.”
PAUL HOCKENOS is a free
lance writer based in h’ﬂl—



