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South Korea won't pay
for North's reactors

SEOUL. Aug 29: Seuth
Korea will not lake part in an
international deal to finance
up:r-dm[ North Koreas nu-
ciear reactors unless Pytm:[
yang accepts a saler model

reactor used in the South. a
presidéntial spokesman said
today. reports Reuter.

South Korean President
Kim Young Sam earlier this
month offered money and
modern nuclear technology to
the Stalinist state if it showed
it was not trying to develop
nuclear weapons.

But North Korea, which is
still technically at war with the
South. said at the weekend
Pyongyvang had never consid-
ered accepting nuclear reac-
tors from South Korea.

Under an agreement with
North Korea, the United States
must put together\a consor-
tium of nations to meet the
estimated 4 billion dollars,
cost of replacing the north's
graphite nuclear reactors with
the safer light-water system.

"It is a firm government po-
sition that any participation in
the consortium is on the
premise that North Korean ac-
cepts South Korean — model
light -water reactors,” the
spokesman said.

The West suspects North
Korea's graphite nuclear pro-
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bombs, a charge Pyongvang
denies. The light-water system
is less capable of producing
weapons-grade plutonium.

Western diplomats said a
pullout by South Korea in the
consortium would make the
US-North Korean deal very dif-
ficuit as no other nation was
willing to pay the bulk of the
Ccost. .

The United Statés and Nor-

th Kerea announced earlier
this month after week-long
talks in Geneva that Pyongyang
would: freeze its graphite-mod-
erated nuclear power pro-
gramme in return for a light-
waler system. ;
The Geneva accord did not
specify which country would
supply the new reactors but
North Korea's chief delegate to
Geneva talks, Deputy Fereign
Minister Kang Sok, Ju, did not
rule out the possibility of the
South becoming a main sup-
plier.

The North's official Korea
Central News Agency (KCNA)
said on Saturday the provision
of the Hght-water system was
"a fundamental solution to the
naclear issue.”

"But no heed was paid to
the South Korean LWR (light-
water reactor] at all,” the

agency said.

600 killed as rival
Kurds clash in
northern Iraq

NICOSIA. Aug 29: Iran's
state-run radio said today that
about 600 people had been
killed in recent fighting be-
tween rival Iragi Kurdish fac-
tions in northern lraq. reports
Reuter.

Tehran radio said that in
the past 10 days about 600
people had died in clashes be-
tween groups opposed to Pre-
sident Saddam Hussein's pgo-
vernment and damage amo-
unting to millions of dollars
had been inflicted on Irags
impoverished Kurdish region.

The radio did not give a
souirce for its figures,

"The area is facing chaos
and soctal disorder.... This hu-
man tragedy may become even
more painful and affect the
surrounding region.” it said.

Turkey's Anatelian news
agency said five Kurdish gueril-
las and three civilians were
killed in ‘recent’ clashes in
the town of QQala Dizeh be-
tween rival Kurdish groups.

AsiaSat-2
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Besides, private comparnies
and entrepreneurs can use this
channel for commercial pur-
pose by buying slots from the
BTV.

Authorities believe BTV's
revenue earnings can be in-
creased through the satellite
channel. .

"The cost for satellite
transmission can be met by
such additional earnings from
international ads,” one source
said.

The Information Ministry's
proposed to telecast BTV pro-
grammes via satellite was ap-
proved by the Cabinet on

August 1.

Rifts in Japan's
govt over UNSC
seat, tax reform

TOKYO, Aug 29: Clear rifts
appeared in Japan's fragile
two-month-old coalition gov-
ernment today over two key is-
sues, a permanent seat on the
UN Security Council and tax
reform, reports Reuter.

The chief spokesman for
the ‘'right-left” government
tried hard to contain discord
over the two issues. saying so-
cialist Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama would co-
ordinate policy a&ifilerences
among his cabinet colleagues.

Benazir .
From Page 1 Col 8

lIslamabad said Israel was de-
fhianding she clear her Ltrip
with Jerusalem first.

Pakistan does not recognize ,

Israel.

"The Israelis have put up
obstructions which are con-
trary to agreement with the
Palestinians,” Pakistan's
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Munir Akram said.

"On their
diplomats) advise we have
called off the visit,” he said.

On Sunday Israel barred
Pakistan's ambassador Lo
Tunis, T K Khan, from enter-
ing Gaza to prepare Ms
Bhutto's trip. Israel said the
Pakistani diplomat was turned
back because Israel was not
notified in advance of his ar-
rival.

Under the autonomy ac-
cord, Israel remains in charge
of foreign relations and exter-
nal security of the autonomy
areas.

Ms Bhutto has been a long-
time suppdrier af the
Palestinian
Organization and twice met

with PLO leader Yasser Arafat -

in Pakistan.

- press agency,

(Palestinian

Veteran Indian
journalist Tushar

Kanti Ghosh dead

CALCUTTA. Aug 29: Tushar
Kanti Ghesh, India's senior
most editor and journalist of
international repute "passed
away today at the age of 96 at
the Kothari Medical Centre
here. reports PTI.

The end came at 09:10
hours after earlier attempts to
sfimulate his heart with a pace
maker failed. He had been in
coma for the last ten days.-

A legend in his lifetime.
Ghosh was the editor ol
Calcutta's leading English daily
"Amrita Bazar Patrika” and
Bengali daily "Jugantar® fer
decades. He had been ailing for
quite sometime and was ad-
mitted to the hospital on
August 5 with respiratory.
heart and kidney problems.

He is survived by his son
Tarun Kanti Ghosh, a lormer
West. Bengal Minister and
Congress-]1 MP and daughter
Srilekha Bose. His wife prede-
ceased him.

With the passing away of the

- doyen eof Indian journalism,

Tushar Kanti Ghosh, a gelden
era of editing and editpors from
the pre-independence era
came to an end.

Son of Mahatma Sisir
Kumar Ghosh. the chief archi-
tect of Indian journalism dur-
ing the British Raj. Tushar
Kanti Ghosh:was heir to a glo-
rious tradition in newspaper

| editing and newspaper organi-

sation.

Born on September 21,
1898, Tushar Kanti Ghosh
took over as editor of the
Amrita Bazar Patrika at the
youthful age of thirty. By his
sheer talent, the  [ledging
newspaper gradually grew into
a greal institution, one of the
oldest and finest newspaper
publishing groups of the coun-
try. Besides the time-tested
legends of the Amrita Bazar
Patrika and Jugantar, Tushar

'Kanti Ghosh also edited two

other dailies, the Northern
Indian Patrika and a Hindi
daily, both published from
Allahabad and Lucknow.

Tushar Kanti Ghosh turned
al his energies and genius in
establishing the Amrita Bazar
Patrika as a prestigious news-
paper of the country in an age
when British-run dailies reig-
ned supreme.

By the gift of his genius. he
held the prime position when
it came to leading many &
newspaper man-
agement groups and journalist
delegations abroad.

He was elected president of
the Indian Press_ Association.

India and Eastern I[ndian
Newspaper Society, Indian
Newspaper Editors Guild,

+Audit Bureau of Circulation and

for varying lengths of time, was
the chairman of the Press

Trust of India and the United
News of India.
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A trad1tmna] Janmastami prucenmn marking

the birth

anniversary of Lord Krishna was brought out b]f the Hindu

Community in the city yesterday.

Janmastami celebrated

Country's Hindu community
yesterday celebrated Janmas-
tami with religious fervour,
marking the birth anniversary
of Lord Krishna who preached
universal love and humanity,
and sought to establish virtue,
piety and honest, reports UNB.

The day was public holiday.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and ime Minister
Begum Khaled a in separate
messages on the occasion con-
veyed their good wishes to the
country's Hindu community.

Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television broad-
cast special programmes high-
lighting the significance of the
day. The national dailies pub-
lished special articles on the
life and works of Lord Krishna.

To observe the day,
International Society for
Krishna Consciousness organ-
ised a .function at the

Engineers' Institute that in-.

cluded discussion, Bhajan-
Kirtan and Monipuri dance.

 Speakers at the discussion

underscored the need for

“communal harmony to ensure

social peace and national
PIOZress.

They also emphasised on
upholding secular ideals for
cementing {raternity and
brotherhood among people of
all faithrs.

Janmastami was also cele-
brated at Bholananda Giri

— Star photo

Ashram in the city under Lhe
auspices of "Sree 5Sree- Gita
Sangha” with due religious fer-
vour.

The Sangha's elaborate pro-
gramme for the day included
Mangalacharan, recitation from
Gita, Aroti. distribution of
prasad, competition of recita-
tion from Gita and discussion.

President of the Sangha
Badal Kanti Bhattacharjee
chaired the discussion meet-
ing. Sreemath Priyabrata
Brahmachari, Sreemath Kanti
Brahmachari. Sreemnath Swami
Chandranathananda. Sreemath
Swami Digbijavanandajee
Maharaj, Prof Mukulika Saha.
Sree Nepal Mukherjee, B N
Chowdhury, Madhusudan
Dastidar and Nitya Nandan
Chakravorty took pa.rt in the
discussion.

The  speakers called for
establishing a welfare staie
without which. they main-
tained, religious rights of dif-
ferent communities could not
be ensured.

The Sangha also published a
souvenir “Janmastami-1401"
on the occasion.’

In Chittagong. Janmastami
Udjapan Parishad brought out a
grand religious' procession
yvesterday morning, displaying
different sporting events of
Lord Krishna on mobile trucks
and lorries. :
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Where spirit triumphs
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usual movement.” Bacchu re
calls, "l could not even move
my hand. Death was better
than this.”

Amarzingly, after two and a
half year's of constant medica-
tion at the CRF, Bacchu can
now walk, at least can take a
few unsteady steps. "These few
ste:ps are all that [ still live
for,” he says sitting in a
wheelchair on the long
stretched veranda of the CRP,
"With the help of the centre's
therapists, | might one day be.
able to walk like a normal

Inarn.

Selim's dream of becoming

a famous sports reporter
ended on his way home from a
newspaper office in
Chittagong. The three wheeled
auto tempo he boarded hit a
car and Selim broke his neck.
"l thought it was the end of my
existence,” says Selim. "I had
no control over my bowls, I
could not eat on my own.
Without someone's help I
could not live a minute. The
frustration was sometimes so
overwhelming that at one
point I thought of sufcide.”

: He said, "I was then admit-
ted to this centre.” Selim tells
his story, "the doctors and
nurses treated me and gave me
all the encouragement’’! Selim
now looks quite normal except
that he moves in a wheel
chair. He has found a new lease
of life as he has taken over the
charge of the CRP's press and
publication department.

“In the first féew months,

 the paraplegics have tg get
control over their hudyr s5aY8

. their

Valerie Taylor, the British
Physiotherapist whose relent-
less efforts were behind the
success ol the CRP. "They do
not even have control over
their bladder and bowl move-
ment. They have no coordina-
tion of the body system. They
have to be shifted every few
minutes to avoid bed sores.
With the help of the centres
therapists. they slowly learn to
cope with life of a paraplegic.”

"Once they achieve this, we
try to rehabilitate them into
professions”,
went on with a smile. "We see
if they can go back to their
former professions. If they

"cannot, we teach them new

trades such as woodwork,
metalwork, weaving, sewing
and rearing of livestock.”

"1, am taking training on
how to run a shop," says Ambi,
a Khasia tribal boy of Sylhet. "I
am lEarmng how to ﬂlamtain
accounts.”

Ambi, who was an illiterate
before, worked as a labourerin
a beatleaf farm. The service of
the CRP is gaining recognition
from all oyer the country as pa-
tients are pouring in from all
corners. From its tin shade a
few years back, it has now ex-
panded to a concrete structure
with 72 beds.

As it gains recognition,

. funds are coming in to help

the relentless Taylor make
better arrangements for her
patients. Even the Bengalée

expatriates are now funding

the organisation to help the
paraplegics and tetraplegics
who need the care so badly.

"Taylor -

Wearing EE thl‘l;l.lgh \-’EELE and skirts, Japanese girls enjoy dancmg at the Avex Rame 94 a
mass discotheque in Tokyo Dome yest.erda}r About 49,000 people were gathered for the event

which was organized by a Japanese record company.

— AFP photo
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Noor Uddin pays

faiewen VIS1tS
more cantts

Chief of Army Stafl Lieute-
nant General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan paid farewell visits
to Rangpur, Bogra, Quadirabad
and Jessore cantonments to-
day. reports BSS.

General Noor Uddin ad-
dressed officers and troops of
these areas at central "darbars”

~arranged on the occasion. He

also inaugurated an officers’
mess and a mosque at the
Quadirabad cantonment and
offered mumnajat. the Inter
Services Public Relatinns said
yesterday.

Bogra Area Commander
Major General Sadiqur Rah-
man Chowdhury, Jessore Area
Commander Major> General
Muhammad Mustafizur Rah-
man and Rangpur Area Co-
mmander Major General Ejaz
Ahmed Chowdhury received
the chief of Army Staff during
his visits to their respective

¥ Areas.

During the visits, the Chief
of Army Staff was accompanied
by the Mjutanl General Major
General Amin Ahmed Chow-
dhury, Bir Bikram and the
Quarter Master General Major
General Sardar Mnlrununad Ali
Hasan.

| Ahmed,
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held with the party chief
Sheikh Hasina in the chair,
Opposition Chiel Whip

Mohdmmad Nasim told news-
men "there has nol been any
gqualitative changes in the po-

| litical scenario. We shall not

enter the House unless the
government take an initiative
for moving a bill for elections
under a .caretaker administra-
tion."

On the gquestion of a formal
dialogue, Nasim said that the
Opposition was not against
discussion. but no specific
agenda including the caretaker
administration issue had yet
come from the ruling party.
The AL leader criticised the
governmet for its ‘silence’
over the present deadlock.

The parliamentary wing of
the JP also had a meeting yes-
terday. It resolved ‘that party
MPs would not attend the ses-
sion. JP leader Moudud
after the meeting,
told newsmen that his party
was TrTeady to return (o
Parliament, but the govern-
ment's indifference to the de-
mand for a caretaker govern-

JS goes Iinto session

menti compelled them to stay
putside the House.

Jamaat leader Sheikh Anser
Ali, talking to The Daily Star
last night, also echoed the po-
sition of the AL and the JP.
Replying to a question, he said,
"We have subrmitted questions
to the Parliamenl Secretariat
because we expect the ruling
party to pave Lhe way for re-

turn of the Opposition to the
House.”

Rashed Khan Menon, MF, of
the Leit Democratic Front
(LDF) said. "We cannot altend
the session with the political

scenarioc remaining un-
changed.’

The Gana Forum. which ad-
vocates resolving the crisis

through dialogue, is yet o take
a decision aboul returning Lo
the House.

The lone lslami Oikkya Jote
(10J) MP — Maulana Obaidul
Huq — who entered the House
on the concluding day of the
last session, is again undecided
about attending this session.

The Opposition leaders are
likely 10 meet this afternoon to
review the latest situation,
sources said.

5 suspended for
misappropriating
Tk 20 lakh from
Sylhet post office

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 29: Two assis-
tant post masters and three
other employees of Sylhet
Head Post Office have been put
under suspension following de-
lection of misappropriation of
more than Taka twenty lakh.*

A high-level enquiry team
headed by the post-master
general reached Sylhet this
night Lo enquire igto the mat-

“The misappropriation was
detected by an audit team re-
cently. A section of postal em-
ployees in connivance with
some officials of BRTA and
others embezzled the amount
collected as motor vehicle tax
during the period from 1989
o 1992.

Initially, two assistant  post
masters and three office assis-
tants have been put under sus-
pension. The high-level en-
quiry team wo begin its
work tomorrow, said an offi-
cial tonight.

- Transport strike
in Sirajgan;j

continues
SIRAJGANJ. Aug 29: The

indefinite transport. strike to
and from Sirajganj enforced by
the Sirajganj District Moter
Workers' Union passed its
third day today amid continu-
ing hardship to the travelling
public. reports UNB.

The strike from Saturday
was called by the Union de-
manding arrest of seven stu-
dents of the Kazipur Mansur
Ali Government College, who
have been sued for allegedly
beating up the lransport work-
ers on August 17. :

Bus communications re-
mained suspended on the
routes towards the northern

} districts of Jessore, Khulna,

Rajshahi, Dinajpur,
Bogra and Gaibandha.

Some 500 passenpers, who
wanted to avail the buses on
these routes from Sirajganj to-
day, returned home disap-
pointed as no buses operated.

The union leaders said they
would continue the strike until
their demands, including se-
curity of the transport work-
ers. were met.
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Prime Minister Chandrika
Kumaratunga, which won con-
trol of Parliament on August 19
after national elections.

Her socialist coalition pro-
mised to hold the first un-
conditional peace talks with
the rebels since they began
figchting for independence.

Peace talks would be a ma-
jor breakthrough in Sri Lanka,
where the party that was Iin
power for 17 years before the
eldction refused to hold talks
unless the rebels laid downm
Ltheir arms. X

The guerillas, from the
Hindu Tamil minority, accuse
the nation's majority of Bud-
dhist Sinhalese of discrim-
ination. and more than 34,000
people have been killed in the
fighting.

Kumaratunga plans to meet
Thursday with military leaders
and Defence Ministry officials
to discuss ways of ending the
\\'.':ll_'.

She reportedly wants to
talk about the possibility of lif-
ting the embargo and decla-
ring a ceasefire. For nearly 11
years, a nationwide state of
emergency has allowed police
and soldiers Lo arrest and
detain people without charges.
And Kumaratunga also wants tc
discuss the possibility of lifting
the emergency everywhere
except rebel-held areas in the
North and East.

To prepare for the meeting,
the army commander, Lt Gen.,
Gerry de Silva, will discuss
these proposals Wednesday
with senior officers who work
in the North and East, said
military officials in Colombo.
who cannot be identified un-
der brieling rules.

Cairo confce
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however urged Islamic coun-
Lries Lo participate in the pop-
ulation conference so they can

amend the resolutions.

The UN said Sunday that
Saudi Arabia was not going to
attend. although there has
been no confirmation trom
Rivadh.

Iranian Health Minister Ali
Reza Marandi said on Sunday
that Iran would take part in
the conference, to be held in
Cairo from September 5 to 13,
to make its position known
and make suggestions for cor-
recting parts of the draft plan.

He said parts of the action
plan on population control
were “completely vague and
contained double-meanings’
and had to be rectified.

The authors of the docu
ment were "mainly westerners
and western-educated people
whose moral ideas differed’
with those held in I[slamic
Iran, he said.

Iranian media and many
Shi'ite Muslitn clergymen here
have criticised the conference,
saying it was a western plot to
liberalise abortion. homosexu-
ality and premarital sex in the
Islamic world.

Pabna.
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31 killed in South
African violence

DURBAN. Aug 29 At least 31 people were killed in South

Africa's

battle-scarred Kwazulu-Natal province over the

weekend. one of the bloodiest since the Apgl afl-race

elections, police said

today. Police did not know how many of

Fire kills 6 in Poland

wmtmmhtmmpmﬂmmlhm
old child, died in a fire in the central Polish city of Lods
because bars on their apartment windows meant they could
not jump to saféty, state ielevision reported. Some of _he
tenement building's other residents saved themselves by
jumping on to a fire brigade air cushion. the television

mmmrwu-m mmm
s Reuter.

Assistant Secretary of State
Robert Einhorn and Michael
Lemon, Director of regional al-
fairs in the State Department's
South Asia Bureau. were ex-
pected.

India has held several
rounds of nuclear talks with
the United States since 1992.

But New Delhi has frowned
on Washingion's efforts to ar-
range a regional nuclear pact
with Pakistan, saying atomic
weapons have a global reach
and could not be discussed lo-
cally.
India and Pakistan officially
deny having nuclear weapons.
but western diplomats say they
are capable of quickly building
an atomic bomb and possess
the necessary delivery systems.,

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said the detailed news-
paper report was inaccurate
but declined to confirm or
deny the US officials’ visit. US
embassy officials could not be
reached for comment.

Secret talks between US
diplomats led by Einhorn and
Indian officials were aborted
earlier this year in London
after an Indian newspaper dis-
¢ losed the meeting.

The Hindu said Einheorn s
visit to New Delhi was signift-

DCC employee
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Siddig turned up.to help his
teenaged son, three hrothers
—Mobuarrak: MoK mmel and
Mosharral — who had engaged
Lthe labourer reportedly beat
the elderly man to death. said
police.

Demra police later visited
the spot,.arrested Mobarrak
from the area and detained
him in the police tation. The
two other accused fled. said
police,

Rabitat team
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the report of the International
Conference on Population and

' Development ([CPD) '94 begins

starts in Cairo September 5.
The ICPD draft document
has evoked criticism from both
the Catholic christians and
the Muslims in a number of
countries as it allegedly deals
with "immoral subjects.”
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia cancelled her trip
to the Egyptian capital. osten-
sibly for security reasons and
mounting criticism by some

Islamic parties inside the
country.

A communique of the gov-
ernment, however, cited the

reasons as pressing pre-occu-
pation at home.

The reason for the Health
Minister not going to Cairo. as
earlier planned. was not
made public.

Violence escalated at many
places of Egypt this week
ahead of the nine-day confer-
ence and Muslim exiremisis
there had threatened Yo attack
the participants in the 1CFL.

A delegation from Bangla-
desh will, however, lake part
in the conference., with the
Health Secretary leading the
teain.

The conference is expected
to chart broad policy guide

lines to combat the global
population growth.

The conference will have
far-reaching impact on the

developing countries as 1l
plans to discuss issues like re-
productive rights, women's
empowerment, global con-
sumptions and resource allo-
cation for the population pro-
grammes.

The conference is expected
to cite Bangladesh's national

Jpopulation programmnie as a

success story.

Meanwhile, the Jamaal e
Islami adesh has decided
to observe Sepiember 2 as
Cairo Conference Boycott Day.’

The party will organise
meetings on the day in dif-
ferent parts of the country
and a rally near the Baitul
Mukarrarmn National Mosque in
the city.

(On Sept 1. the Jamaat will
also bring out a processiorn
which will march towards the
UN office in Dhaka.

Alamgir,

| US to seek Indian
supportforN-pmt

cant- because it followed a
meeting in Washington in May
between Indian Prime
Minister PV Narasimbha Rao
and US President Bill Clinton

at which they pledged to
strengthen business and

diplomatic ties.
It said the talks were likiely

to cover reports of an altempt
to smuggle plutonium, appar-
ently destined for Pakistan.

from Russia through Germany.

IRA hints at
ending war

BELFAST, Aug 29: The IRA
has sent a signal to the British
vovernment that it is about to

suspend its 25-year guerilla
war but will need concrete

concessions belore giving up

violence for good, reports
Reuter.
The Irish Republican

Army's political wing Sinn Fein
raised expectations ol an im-
minent ceasefire (0 a new
pitch on Sunday with a state-
ment hinting at an early break-
through towards peace In
British ruled Northern Ireland.
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Driver's wit
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the Savar cantonment area, the
driver saw that some army
personnel were carrying out
training exercises in a field. All
ol a sudden, he’drove the mi-
crobus to the training spot and

cried for help.

At this, the hijackers
jumped out of the vehicle and
started running towards a
nearby village. But the army
personnel caught three of
them.

Later, Savar police arrived
the spot, raided the village
Sinduria and arrested the
others. -

Police also recovered one
pipegun. one cut-rifle, one
pistol and two cocktails from
the hijackers.

The five other hljll:k:rﬁ are
Mcd Selim Hossain,
Belal Hossain, Shamsul Islam,
and Monir Hossain. They con-
fessed that they had planned
tor kill the driver and take away
the vehicle, police said.

Palestinian
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"Early empowerment is a
start, spreading the Palestinian
authority in specific spheres in
the West Bank. Now we have Lo
address ourselves to elections,
transfer of authority, rede-
ployment. All this will be on
our agenda as soon as we im-
plement the agreement.’

However the Palestinians,
who took charge of education
last week. will nbt assume
control of the other four areas
until mid-September because
of financial difficulties.

The PLO has complained
that foreign countries have
tailed to meet pledges and the
donors are scheduled to meet
on September 8 to 10 in Paris
when they will be asked to re-
lease another 30 million dol-
lars.

According to Rothschild, 60
inillion dolldars are necessary to
put into eftect the transfer of
pﬂWﬁri Hall the sum is to be
collected from Palestinian
taxes, and the rest from the
donor countries.

Opposition skips
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racy.

“In a parliamentary democ-
racy. thie Opposition must act
as o pressure group in the
House so that the government
is compelled o take pro-peo
ple steps’. the analyst said.
Long absence.ofl the opposition
gives the ruling party the

scope to decide everything as
it wishes. he maintained.
Another political expert
said the converntion of staging
walkouts by the Opposition Lo
register protest against ant
people acts was part of parlia-
mentary culture. But continu-
ous boycotl of sessions was
suicidal for a democratic
polity. the expert noted.

An influential leader of the
Opposition camp Lold The
Daily Star on condition of
anomymity, that they were on
boycott to protect the interest
of the commonman, "The boy-
cott of parliament sessions is
not something unprecedented
in the political arena of the
South Asian region, he said.



