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Matter of Genuine
Initiative

The Parliament session ge
a blank on the oppesition t persisting even
to this day on the question of a caretaker

rmmment to conduct the next general election.
echnically, of course, there was no bar to
holding the session from today. Because it is
within the stipulated sixty-day period that must
intervene between two parliamentary sessions
but in Spirit it strikes one both as ed and a
premature step. For, even within the ambit of
pure technicality there was a leeway for havi
this session just after the first week o
September, counting from the day the budget
session had ended. s critical respite could be
utilised to intensify efforts to bring the parties
together for a dialogue on the caretake issue lead-
i pcrhaias to a face-saving formula in the least,
before calling the Parliament into session.

There is a confusing entanglement of dates and
approaches that cast a long shadow over the
prospects for ending the political impasse. We
are given to understand that the Speaker of the
Jatiya Sangsad has to attend an international sem-
inar, a fact that influenced the decision to ad-
vance the date of the session. It has also been
suggested that depending on how the negotia-
tions ‘'shaped in the coming days the Parliament
would be adjourned to lend these a finishing
touch. One wonders what is being actually em-
phasised here — behind-the-scene negotiations
or sorting out matters within the four walls of the
Parliament?

This smacks of a tactical seé-saw approach by
those who ought to take the leading initiative to
break the deadlock as the ruling party. Yes, the
opposition has scheduled a Dhaka siege lor
September 10 as a pressure tactic. [f taking the
matter to the street is a desperate action that
does not cohere with any underlying intent for a
dialogue so also are the offer for dialogue and the
penchant for the tactical incompatible with each
other. But the government's role can ‘be reactive
to that of the opposition under certain circum-
stances but not certainly reactionary. It has to
take the leading initiative to end a political crisis.
The Narasimha Rao government in India went to
the extent of withdrawing the ‘Action Taken
Report’ on the financial scandal and promising to
rewrite it just to make sure the boycotting oppo-
sition return to the Lok Sabha. Apparently he

ielded to the opposition pressure but in reality

e is the winner as a pragmatic defender of the
democratic system.

The latest indications here are that both the
overnment and the opposition are willing to
old a dialogue. The mﬂng party is for a discus-

sion on a two-point agenda — the caretaker issue
and its bill for strengthening the EC. The opposi-
tion have softened its position from an ou t
insistence on a government bill for a caretaker
overnment to its demand that caretaker issue

specified by the government as the maig {tem
on the a. But it is of the essence i '
logue that it is held with an open mind and not
from pre-determined positions.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's cancella-
tinn of the Cairo visit signifies that she values
staving hiome to antend to some “domestic pre-
occupations.” But hur seriousness is yct to per-
meate the lower levels of the ruling party hierar-

chy. _
An Unusual Crime

One act of crime, however heinous, cannot be
used as an ideal peg to hang a case of deteriora-
tion of the general security situation of our citi-
zens. But the verv unusual mid-day dacoity at
Justice Masud's Banani home on Sunday tempts
one to believe that the criminal elements have a
very low opinion of policing activity in’ the city
and that thev have driven home their point by
their snccessful cxpedition. Now that police have
been beatcn in their preventive role, they must
justity their existence by playing: their part, to-
gother with the judiciary's. in the curative aspect
of dealing with crime.

Top pecople in our society are doubly or trebly
secured against house-breakers. First, their

hoaises liave built-in security, that is built in areas -

and in such wavs as do not encourage criminal
desidns by outsiders. Secondly, top people have
their private security manpower and the retired
judee had in his housc cight servants, possibly
not connting the gnards who should- number at

least two — at the 1ime of the operation mounted-

by ninc or ten culprits — all of them said to be
over 30 years ot age. Thirdly, police take special
care of top people's security-related problems —
at least that is the norm. When all of these failed
and more — Justice Masud and his wife and son
were bound by the dacoits very evidently the
three having failed to strike up any way to beat
the brutes — the incident must set all intelligent
persons at unease. There must be something
wrong with more things than merely the evil act
of the dacoits. The dacoits carried away, report-
edly, only cash and ornaments — and not expen-
sive electronic things or fabulous collector's
items, — valued at more than 14 lakh Taka. The
smell of such a booty could be one of them de-
pending upon what one feels to be the safe mar-
gin of valuables to he kept in the house.

Why are guards and numerous servants em-
ployed if they keep an open house for any deter-
mined group coming up with pistols and daggers.
Legends say that one Gurkha guard would be
enough to keep the whole gang at bay until killed
in the process. For the inexperienced and the
easily frightened ones among those employed as
guards — this type forms the majority, two words
of encouragement. Don't fear the fire-arms, for all
their appearance they may be toys or even funnier
things, the attackers' favourite in America is cu-
cumber held in a certain way. If they are the real
thing, you can be certain the culprits have not
undergone training at any shooting range and as
such they are all sure to miss even from five yards

m Banani dacoity was a very unusual crime.
Mr justice Masud and his wife must have under-
gone a most traumatising nightmare. We pray for
their early recovery from the shock as we

the police to do an early and efficient wﬂrf’ of

]

nabbing all the culprits. ‘

LL the pomp and extra-

| A ot
the lavish party thrown

by Reza Shah Pahlavi known as

| Shahinshah (king of kings) and

Aryamehr, (Hght of the Aryans)
lo mark the 2500th annive-

rsary of the original Persian
empire in 1971 could nol
mask (he dangers, splits and
tensions bursting at seams. Il
was a grand party that cest an
estimated $300 milltlon and
saw an assemblage of nine
kings, three ruling princes, 13
presidents, 10 Sheikhs and 2
Sultans. The posh Persian
restaurant Maxim's catered the
food. Between the courses. to
refresh the palate. guests were
served sorbet vieux cham-
pagne. The Shah's lranian sub-
jects who fer nearly 35 years
lived in awe and sometimes
fear of his edicts, ultimately
broke into rebellion in 1979 in
a dramatic uprising. Shielded
by svcophants, the Shah him-
self remained blissfully igno
rant of the anger and silent
revolution growing among his
subjects.

What culminated in this
[ateful tragedy of a powerful
king bustling with pomp and
grandeur is a point that needs
analysis and introspection by
all concerned with the task of
running the statecraft.

In the years following 1971.
the Shah's megalomania grew
more unrestrained and a kind
of frenzied insanity gripped
the ruler of Iran. With the oil
money filling the coffers of
Iran and encouraged by Henry
Kissinger and Richard Nixon,
the Shah went on a wild arms-
buving spree. More than $11

Sin's Flock Take to the Streets over Cair

HE estimated 250,000
people who assembled
in Manila to hear Card-
inal Sin. leader of the Catholic
Church in The Philippines,
preach against abortion,
artificial contraception and
other evils was the biggest
since he summoned millions

to the streets in the "people
power” revolution to ous|
dictator Ferdinand Marcos in
1986.

Despite the size of the
crowd, however, this August's

the unalloyed success of the
previous rally.

The demonstration was part
of a worldwide attempt by the
Vatican to mobilise opinion
against the international con-
ference on population which
takes place in Cairo from
September 5 to 13.

Domestically, it was an at-
tempt to derail President Fidel
Ramos commitment to con-
&} traception in the face of the
.| country's rapid population
growth — about 2.5 per cent a
year — which Ramos believes is
blocking the Philippines’ el-
forts 1o become an Asian eco-
nomic "Tiger."

But there are suspicions
that the Archbishop is using
the Cairo issue to recoup his
own reduced prestige and in-

fluence.

Sin lost clouwt when he
backed the wrong candidale in
the 1992 eleclion in which

Ramos who became the first
Protestant president in Asia's
only predominantly Catholic
country.

The government's clear line
that it respects the rights of
individuals to use any family
planning method except abor-
tion comes in the wake of
years of dithering and policy
changes over contraception,
with most administrations
unwilling to confront the
Church over the issue.

The Church supports only
the natural or thythm method.
The government's challenge to
the Church to set up "rhythm”
clinics to teach villagers how
to use the method. has been
mel by silence from the hish-
ops.
The Church also oppose a

massive protest may nol prove

The Fall of the Shah and Ceausescu: A Grim
Reminder for Third World Countries

by Md Asadullah Khan

billion worth of the mosl so-
phisticated weapons in the
American armory were prn-
cured to boost up the Shah s
image as a ruler of unprece-

dented strength. Sadly enough.
all these weapons did nothing
to mitigate the festering re-
sentment of lran's impover-
ished masses. What it did, if
anything., it reinforced the
Shah's isolation from his peo-
ple. Finally popular uprising
which have been held at bay
for several years by Lhe
"SAVAK", the Shah's torturous
and hated secret police force.
spilled into the streets and it
is only a year after 1978 that
the Shah was gone and his lav
ishly equipped armorv handed
over o lmam  Avatullah
Pil*muelnl. the Shali = arch-ri

val,

Good sense prevailed in the
Shah, The besieged ruler him-
selfl faced with rebellion and
counseled by his advisers to
marshal his military muscle,
chose to flee rather than spill
the blood of his people stick-
ing to the fantasy that Iran
would soon call him back. But
that never came about. Driven
into exile he took flight
through one country after an-
other: Egypt. Morocco, the
Bahamas, Mexico, the United
States, Panama and then back
to Egvpt seeking asylum and
fighting cancer. Most revealing

to all of us, the one time king
of kings was forced Lo conceal
his identity for lear that assas-
sins might track him out and
%0 in New York Hospital he be-
came “"David Newsome'.
Outraged by such indignities,
his friend and loyal to him till
the last moment, Henry

Flying Dutchman looking for a

port of call." Despite the fact
that the Shah had so stead-

fastly contributed to the com-
fort and prowess of the mili-
tary, during his long years of
rule. they did not take time 1o
write him off.

Distancing himself from the
people and going ahead with
the so-called reform and wel-
fare’ programme for the peo-
ple, Nicolae Ceausescu. an-
other world-class dictator, of
Romania invited his own
gloom. Ceausescu loved creat-
ing menuments to his rule.
Many would tend to call him a
megalomaniac inspired with an
evil spirit that alienated him
from the people. He was ob-
sessed with the idea of raising
Romania's population from 23
million to 30 million by the
vear 2000. The ocampaign
started as early as in 1966
with a decree that codified se-
vere punishment for the
women-folk not abiding by the
slate law. At first Romanias

birth rate nearly doubled bast
poor nutrition and inadequate
pre-natal care endangered
many pregnant women.
Children were born into a sys-
tem that could not care lor
them. The country's infant
mortality rate soared to 83
deaths in every 1000 births.
Aboul one in 10 babies was
born underweight. Newborn
weighing less than 1500 gms
were termed as miscarriages
and denied treatment. The
cruellest command that he is-
sued forbade abortion but it
did nothing to promote life.
On the other front, people
were kept on a low ration of
il stuffs overtly denying
them nutritional facilities
while stock piling of huge
quantities of food and con-
sumer goods for export. People
were denied the facilities of
electricitly to heat up their
frigid apartments. People's
anger burst into flame and vio-
lent fighting erupted between
the protesters and Ceausescu s
fanatically loyal security forces
known as securitate. By the
time Ceausescu gave in. almost
7000 people were killed.
Ceausescu was captured and

" he and his wife faced trial in a

summary military court that
ended its proceedings in jusi
two hours and handed down
death sentence flor the
Ceausescus that was carried

Abby Tan writes from Manila

ow! immediately by an overen
thusiastic firing squad vyving o
have the first chance.
Historical parallels are, of
course, never exact. But strik-
ing similarities are emerging
between the uprising in Iran,
Romania and lately, in 1990, in
Bangladesh when the students
and other classes of people,
regardless of their political
and ideological affillations,

ook to streets and ousted ex-

President General Ershad.
Ceausescu was thrown out of

power in about just four days '

when his fanatically loyal secu-
rity forces armed with very so-
phisticated weapons like guns
with lasers and night scopes
fired on | demonstra-
tors. The protestors foughi
back setting off a cycle of vio-
lence that killed at least sev-
eral hundreds: Despite the f[act
that Ceausescu had a vast store
of sophisticated arms and am-
munition as well as commuuni-
cation network in a labyrinth
beneath his stucce pink nwan-
sion., he never got the oppor-
tunity to make use of that.

., Reporis have it that the
electronic hardware included a
set of switches that would have
enabled the dictator to deto-
natle explosives placed at key
locations arownd Bucharest,
Revelutions or uprisings of
masses dating back from Lhe
French revolution in 1789

The worldwide campaign by the Vatican against the forthcoming international conference on
population and development took a spectacular form in The Philippines, when the
Archbishop of Manila persuaded hundreds of thousands of people to take to the streets in
protest. The demonstration was also the result of a clash between Church and State in Asia’s
only predominantly Catholic country. - :

of condoms to combai the
spicatl of Lthe disease AIDS
lAvquired Immune Deliciency
sviidrome).

National surveys have indi-
caked that the Church is losing
inflluence on family planning.
and indeed on other issues.
Many Filipinos have indicated a
desire for birth control and
only a minority oppose artifi-
cial contraception. Militant
woinen's groups have been vo-
cal in criticising the Church
and the government for failing
to address the problem of un-
safe abortions.

A statement by more than
20 women's organisations
noted that while women are
mosi affected by the dispute
between the Church hierarchy
and the government over pop-
ulation policy. "they do not
bother to listen to what we
have to say."

It condemned the
‘viciousness and moral terror-
isin employed by the hierarchy
of the Catholic Church, and the
insensitivity of government 1o
the realities ol women who

should be held accountable lor
the thousands ol lives lost due
‘v unsafe abortion Pl'ﬂﬂﬁtﬂ!n."

Al abortion is illegal. -
Florence Tadiar, a professor at
the University of the Philippin-
es College of Public Health,
says the problem is more
widespread than many people
realise.

A Philippine study submit-
ted to the World Health
Organization in 1987 esti-
mated that between 155,000
and 750,000 abortions are
carried outl every year.

The government does not
and will not back abortion bul

supports many partts of the
proposed Cairo declaration, |

which proponents see as a
turning point for the rights of
women around the world and
the Vatican views as a chal-
lenge to its doctrine on the
sanctity of life and family.

The Philippines has reasons
to support the Caire docu-
ment. which could lead to
mmore pledges of funding for
family planming progr.unmes,
The health department re- -
ceives no supporl lrom Lhe na-
tional budget for family plan-
ning or for its anti-AIDS cam-*
paign. Almost all funding
comes from US or European
governments or foreign non-
government isations.

In an effort to diffuse
Church-State tension, officials
and bishops met for two days
in mid-August and agreed a
draft statement for the
Philippine delegation to Cairo.

The government made no

fundamental concessions and
the draft merely highlights the
Church's main' two concerns:
that the Philippines is emphat-
ically against abortion in family
planning and upholds the fam-
ily and marriage as the founda-
tions of society.

The on-going debate in the
country reached a climax jusi

——

Development Bank put aside
over 20 years of reticence te
adopt a population policy
aimed at reducing fertility
rates in the Asia-Pacific region.
A Bank population policy paper
says the Asia-Pacifie region will
add around one billion people

within the next 25 years.

To help governmenis slow
this growth., the Bank huas
adopted a three-pronged

' strategy: women's educatien.

enhancement of women's wel-
fare by protecting their repro-
ductive health and right~, and

0 Conf

uptu the pluﬂu time do con-
el some warnings thal are
apphicable till 1o day. " That
<hwws for exaniple. that when
airy revolution overthrows a

sotidly entrenched :
al first all the s ene-
ks join hands in the strug-

in 17899, amti-
Od arc hist | a

business class and a starving
prodetarial combined to oust a
roy .l family. And then the
revolutionary «llies fell to
competing amang. and
eventually slauglilering one
anoiher. Despite the differe-
nces in them and pace,
upheavals and mass uprising in
1990 in Bangladesh reflected
many of the characteristics of
1788. The upheavals in
Bucharest and Bangladesh took
place hall a world apart bul
came logether in history's
dialectic. Withowl a

doulid . the wm

(eausescu, Manuel of
Panama and Hossain Muha-
mmad Ershad of

the tost of national umnity,
cohesion and. above all
Jdoevelopment so badly needed
for tlie country.

Crence

provision of better family plan-
ning services.

The Bank also announced
that it had begun a campaign
to raise awareness among
member countries on the
threat of AIDS. It will runm .
workshops to warn members
about the social and economic

catastrophe that the disease is

wreaking in Asia. -

— GEMINI NEWS

ABBY TAN is a Singaporean
in Manidla
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ceonomic and political allairs.

Panel of Theologians Say Population
Conference is Pro-family |

of theologians ful of heavily Roman Catholic against any form of coercion

panel

and religious leaders

has strongly defended .
. international proposals to slow
. population growth as a moral

effert to saye the lives of
women and children and to
strengthen the family, says a
USIS release datelined
Washingion, August 28.

The reverend Dr Gordon
Sominers, president ol- the
National Council of Churches,
composed of most of the major
US Protestant denominations,
said August 24 that the upcom-
ing International Conference
on Population and Develop-
ment is trying to expand
access of women and children
to education and _health

programmes.
Better education and family
planning services would

strengthen the family. he said
in reply to a question during a
news conference called to
counter criticism of the inter-
national conference by the
Vatican and some Muslim the-
ologians.

Delegates from 150 coun-
trics are expected at the con-
l[erence sponsored by the
United Nations to be held in
Cairo, Egypt September 5-13.
The countries have reached a
great deal of agreement in the
three years of negotiations
leading up to the conference.

But the Vatican and a hane-

countries, joined in recent
weeks by leaders of Al Azhar
Islamic University in Cairo,

one pf the world centres of 1

Eﬁm m-f 'ﬁmr't.i “l EM". :l >

working against a background
of dwindling '

to be discussed at the Cajro
conference condones extra-
marital sex and would permit
easier access to abortion,
thereby undermining the co-
Hesiveness of the family.

" don't accept that.
Sommers said. Programmes
proposed in the draft agree-
ment have been designed to
help families eope with
poverty, illiteracy and the de-
sire to limit family size. he
said.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner,
former director of interna-
tional relations for the Union
of American Hebrew Congreg-
ations, the organization of
Reform Jewish congregations,

said 'th.?:_tI one of the few
references to abortion in the
draft document is that it be

safe and rare.

[Daniel Maguire, professor ol
mioral theology at Marguetle
University, said that the doc-
ument talks about the primacy
of the family. '

"There is nothing that indi-
cates a call for promiscuous

.]lfestyies, indeed on the con-

trary.” he said.
. Brickner said that the doc-
umenlt makes clear that it is

for abortion or family planning.
"Nowhere in the document

does the world population
‘control’ occur,” he said.

crease in erosion of arable
soils, a slowdown in the rate of

increase of food production

and rapid rises in population.

These kinds of trends are
forcing countries to think

about how to slow the growth

of populations, he said.
The United Nations has es-

timated that there are now -

5.660 million people in the
world and projects that the
number will rise to 8,500 mil-
lion by 2025 and 10,000 mil-
lion by 2050.

He said there was a re-
markable amount of agreement
so far on the proposed Cairo
document. including creating
programmes [or the empow-
erment of women, protection
of children, greater aid from
industrialized countries and
abolition of poverty.

The only area of disagree-
ment is on safe contraception
and abortion being made more
widely available and only with
the Vaticam, several other
Roman Catholic countries and
perhaps a few Muslim states,
he said.
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'_ address.
Turkey

Sir. While Belgium is Lhe
cockpit of Europe since WWL
al the crossroads of Asia and
Europe, where stormy Bos-
‘'phorus sirait separates
Istanbul from Ankara. the pro-
- gressive Muslim nation called
sickman of Europe, strives to
carve oul a major role in a di-
verse region beset by post-cold
war turmoil. Like a wrestler
reaching for his opponent in a
time-honoured contest called
yagli gures, Turkey — 301000
sq. miles with 60 million peo-
ple at once ancieat and mod-
ern, democratic and authori-
tarian, Muslim and secular — is

fighting to find its place in the
world,

Ever a cro<sroads ol turbu-

lent pohti= and intrigue; it
scrambles to reconcile its in-
ternal differences while

defining its position amid un-
predictable neighbours, the
vast black sea and Turkic re-
publics of former USSR,
volatile Iran, Iraq and Syria.
Late Ozal is the architect of
its economy. In 34 years, three
coups seized control and the
era is over now in this land of

Letters for- publication in
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space, Wor reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

these columns 's.h_oufctf be

ancient Greeks and Ramos,
heart of Byzantine and
Ottoman empire of 1923
shaped by Turkish father
Kemal Ataturk, leading a new
economic domain stretching
into Central Asia. Now its first
woman Prime Minister Tansu
Ciller has reformed civil rights
as women still handle menial
chores. Discrimination is em-'
bedded in the culture, reli-
gion, profession, HR develop-
mient. HDI. However, for us
boosting Turkey's image
abroad, success of galatasary
team against Euro rivals is a
point of pride from Adriatic to
China Wall.

Ghulam Murshid
DRA. Dhalka

Something more
is wrong

Sir, | am pleascd to refer to

the article captioned “Full’

convertibility ol Taka ..."(DS
19-08-94] written by Mr Nitai
C Nag. And earlier | had some
misgivings which was proved
accurate vide the report 'India

“okays US $15 billion foreign

investment’ ( DS 20-8-94).
What Mr Nag claimed

regirding r'l‘,ht bias of foreign

capital investment towards the
stock market. citing India as
an example, the newsreport ol
20-08-1994 amply proved it to
be wide off the mark. The
entire foreign investment
there has been done in the
industrial sector as whatever
investment pertaining to the
stock market had long ceased
with the exposure of the
notorious security scam,
perennially raging at regular
intervals. And one of what is
holding back the foreign
investment in Bangladesh, is
the cost of utilities, which is
one of the highest in the
world. This is especially a fact
in the power sector, wherein
are the unbridled increase in
the system loss and the
nosedive in the collection rate,
vide, again, The Daily Star
(first page) 14-08-94, captio-
ned ‘'WB for total reform in the

B.

Dwuh the repeated negative
attitude of the WB and other
lending agencies Lo the power
sector from 1989 onwards
réaching to the end result of
perennial load-shedding and

~ with the unbridled increase in

naked plunder in the name of
system loss, and then with the
sword of Democles hanging as
threat fer further rise in the
power rates, will any sane
element venture to invesi?
This includes both the local
and the foreign
especially when the Ja

trade delegation on both their
visits not only tasted a massive

variety,

bre.kdown in power grid but
iilso dawn to dusk hartals
which literally brought the
nation to is knees.

Today our entire banking
sector reportedly is bulging
with unutilised funds, due to
the unwillingness of our entre-
preneurs to invest. Hence, it
becomes merely wishful thin-
king that, increasing facilities
and reforms will fling open the
floodgates of foreign invest-
ment. Above all else, if we still
negate the political aspects of
a consensus with the oppo-
sition parties, all our efforts
will be frustrated. And we can
perhaps never proceed with
the administrative reforms
which also includes the salient
features of an investment-

friendly bureaucracy. Today, as

we see, almost the entire
hureaucratic structure is either

on strike or on the verge of
joining the frav. Is it con-

ceivable in any democratic
soelety that the bureaucracy
will indulge in such indisei-
pline and/or insubordination?

Sir, something more inher-
ently is wrong than meets the
mind's eye.

Seilechuddin Jamal
Firozsha. Chittagong

Smuggled Indian

eggs!

Sir. According to reports
in a section of press, the
poultry industry of the country
has been facing serious threai
due to unabated inflow ol

Indian peultry products in our

markels, The allegedly smugg-

led Indian eggs, it seems. have

already captured the market
obviously ousting local poultry
products by resorting to the
policy of "cheap price’.

A good number of local
pouliry industries repertedly
had to close their business
alter lailing to attract the cus-
tomers in the competitive

market. However, some poul-

try owners allege that the eggs
smuggled from the neighbour-

. ing country are not only infe-

rior in quality but also small in
size. And it is also alleged that
a section of .unscrupulous
traders are trying to monopo-
lise the pouliry business by giv-
ing an indigenous colour to
these eggs by dipping them in
potash solution. What an irony!
If it is the state of affair, one
may well ask what the sen-
tinels at our border do? And
one may pessimistically sur-
mise that the burgeoning poul-
try industry would be only ad-
versely affected if the alleged
smuggling continued.

N H Sufi
Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Out of sight
Sir, It took only one year for
them to forget.

A senior ex-student of the
Department of Architecture of
BUET, wrote a letter to a
weekly. In that he stressed the
impeortance of natural beauty in
our daily monetonous urban
Mie. He wrote about the bill

condition for some time.

Now, we again see those bill

boards obstructing the beauti-
ful views of the lake. The po-
etic harmony of green and wa-

ter is again out of sight. A new

link road has been con-

structed. This connects Green
Road with Mirpur Road. The

axis of the new link road

blends with the natural view of

the lake. The smooth natural
beauty, green
water line refresh our urban
life. Why are we after destroy-
ing these with our own

hands? There is also no need
to fence the lake with rusty six
feet grill. Vandalism cannot be

resisted by this alone.

At the early stage only two
bill boards were erected

telling everyone to contact

something that read Ilike
‘Hamilon'. Now, the [fute
player of 'Hamilon' has gath-
ered more and more

overriding the natural view.
And 1 can guess the future of

this area — full of sign boards
— big. small, tall, wide —a
bunch of tin structures only
radiating glare and heat.

Now, isn't it time for the
authorities to put away those

crampy structures and save the

nice environment?

Naser Nazrul

Deptt of Architecture, BUET,
Dhabken

boards standing proudly by the
side of Dhanmondi Lake. The
boards, however, fell apart un-
der the impact of some natural
calamity. They were left in that

trees, silvery




