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Michelle Freeman of Jamaica glides over the hurdles during the women's 100m hurdles at the Commonwealth Games in
Victoria. Freeman won the event clocking 13.12 seconds.

Winter's low flight to gold

S VICTORIA, Aug
28. It didn't ma-
tter to Neil Win-
ter that he had
won with one of
the lowest pole
vault clearances
in a major com-
petition. The fact
that he had become the first
vaulter fromn Wales to earn a
gold medal in the event at an
international meet was far
more important, reports AP,

"I would have bheen very
happy with the bronze or the
silver.” Winter said Saturday,
after clearing 5.40 metres at
the Commonwealth Games and
beating heavily favoured
Okkert Brits of South Africa. "1
didn't expect to win. I'm very
surprised, very pleased, very

happy."

"

Brits, who had soared a

South African record 5.85 me-
tres three times this year and
beaten world record-holder
Sergei Bubka of Ukraine,
didn't enter the competition
until the bar reached 5.50. He
missed all three attempts at
that height.

"l feel very had,” the down-
cast Brits said. "There was not
a lot of pressure, but | really
wanted to win the gold for
South Alfrica. The Common-
wealth Games was the most
important meet of the year for
me. :

* "] feel so negative now, that
| just want to swat something.

Asked what he thought the
South African reaction would
be to his stunning failure, Brits
said, "If | was looking at it my-
self, | would say, 'can vou be-

this?"

Brits' loss was one of two
mishaps for the South Africans
on a track and field pro-
grammes that also proved dis-
astrous for several other ath-
letes.

The other came in "the
semifinals of the men's 1.500

England's Clova Court stum-
bled over a shurdle in tLhe
women's 100-metre hurdles
final and sustained a wrist in-
jury., and Nigeria, among the
favourites in the men's 400
relay. failed to advance through

-the semifinals because of a

dropped baton on the first ex-

change.
aﬂ]g additien te winter,
Saturday's gold medalists in-

cluded Jamaica's Michelle
Freeman in the women's hur-
dles at 13.12, Australia’'s Alison
Inverarity in the women's high
jump with a Games record
1.94 metres. Australia's Nicole
Boegman in the women's long
jump with a wind-aided 6.82
Metres, Kenya's Lameck Agutu
in the mens 10,000 at
28:38.22. and Canada's Carole
Rouillard in the wemen's
marathon at 2:30:41.

In a semifinal heat of the
men's 400 relay, the Canadian
team of Donovan Bailey, Glen-
roy Gilbert, Carleton Chambers
and Bruny Surin sel a Ganes
record of 38.63.

Freeman, whose past in-
cludes falls at the 1992 Olym-
pics ‘and 1993 World Indoor
Championships, stayed on her
feet this time, ou Eng-
land's Jacqueline an for
the gold.

"l wanted to win so badly,
because this was a major
championship,” Freeman said,
after becoming the first
Jamaican to win the event at

the Commonwealth Games. "I °

wanted to win a major title.”

Agyepong was second at
13.14 In a race run into a

strong headwind.

Inverarity and South African

Charmaine Weavers each
Meared 1.94 metres, but the
Auusie got the gold because
she cleared on her first at-
tempt and Weaver on her sec-
ond,

Ed Moses may
make comeback

For Weavers, linishing sec-
ond was vindication afler hav-
ing flopped in previous big
Meets.

"I was a darkhorse in South
Africa,” said Weavers, compet-
ing only three days after
spraining her left ankle during

a fall down the dining room
Stf'ps at the Athletes Ull]age
"They were saying, ‘will
Charmaine fail again at the big
meet ? 1 didn't. Before, I'd get
intimidated by all these great
athletes. Now, | dnnt. I can
handle the pressure.’

In the 10,000, Kenya's an
Komen, apparently acting as a
pacesetter for Agutu. burst to a
100-meter lead after the first
500 metres. He maintained
first place until just before the
6,000 mark, when Agutu as-
sumed command. Agutu went
on to finish about 60 metres

ahead ' of runner-up Tendal

Chimusasa of Zimbabwe .
Roulllard, a three-time wi-

nner of the Toronto Marathon,
won her frst major interna--

tional marathon
career-best time in leading a
1-2 Canadian sweep.

The 34-year-old Rouillard,
running a smart, conservative
race, swept past teammate
Lizanne Bussieres just before
the 40-kilometre mark in the
42 2k race through the scenic

downtown and bay areas of"
Victoria.

A two-time Olympian and
second-place finisher in the
1993 Los Angeles Marathon,
Rouillard beat Bussieres by 26
seconds with a time nearfy a

minute below her previous

best of 2:31:33.
When Roulllard passed

Bussieres, she knew she was
on the way to victory.’

"She told me. Let's gu.
Carole, " Rouillard said. "I
knew then [ had the gold. |
just had to bring it on in.

"This was the best race ol
my life. | didn't expect to run a
personal best. | was just going
for a medal. The time just
came. "

Bussieres finished second at

title with a

VICTORIA, Aug
28: A fifth com-
petitor was ban-
ished from the
Commonwealth

Games for a drug

Victoria®. | turday as con
iroversy continued to over-
shadow sporting achievement,
reports Reuterg

Jamaican high hurdler Ro-
bert Foster, sixth in Tuesday's
final, left town in a hurry be-
fore Games officials announced
that he had tested positive for
the banned stimulant ephed-
rine.

He followed Ghanaian boxer
Godson Sawah, English ath-
letes Paul Edwards and Diane
Modahl and-  Nigerian relay
runner Udeme Ekpeyong on to
the roll of dishonour.

For once, controversy took
-a back seat in the boxing arena.

After days of rows about the
judging and accusations of
cheating and racism, the com-
petition ended in sporting
[ashion with [our golds for the
host country and two apiece
for Northern Ireland and
Kenya.

The penultimate day of the
(Games also saw Australia's first
boxing gold for 16 years,
thanks (o bantamweight
Robert Peden.

It was doping that attracted
the most attention.

offence on *Sa-

said Foster, -a universilty stu-
dent in California, had failed to
offer any satisfactory explana-
tion for
ephedrine in his urine sample.

The federation will pass on
the results of the random test
on Foster to the International
Amateur AtMletic Federation
(TAAF) which can suspend him
from the sport for at least
three months.

The IAAF has already had a
busy week with news from
Victoria .that shot putter
Edwards and 800 metres run-
ner Modahl had tested. positive
for banned drugs at m
earlier in the season. Both flew
home from Victoria without
competing.

Sawah was stripped of his
bantamweight boxing bronze
medal on Friday for using
furosemide, a banned diuretic,
while Ekpeyong did not even
make it as far as the Athletes'
Village after being caught with
drugs in his suitcase at
Victoria Airport last week and
sent home.

Sawah's Ghanaian team
were still searching on Satur-

day for six!members of their
athletics squad who went .

missing on Wednesday. A
N:genan gymnast, Augustine
ldahosa. disappeared on
Saturday and police admitted
they had no idea of the where-
abouts of the  absentees,

fhe  presence of .

et

who vanished on Thursday.
In the cycling; Australian -

Gary Neiwand overcame

to become the first ﬁdﬂ' to

win three Ggmu sprint titles

in succession England's
Yvonne McGregor lapped the

field to win the women's 25
km points race in her debut in

Aitken led an
Australian medal sweep in the
closing men's 40km points

"o competitors bowed out
of the Games on stretchers. *
South Africa Johan Land-
sman, the fastest man coming
inté the men's 1,500 metres,
fell heavily in the semifinals
and was given as he
was carried out of the Cen-

Al Wi Musckle. Sl

ver medalist in the last Games
in Auckland, went into Satur-

day's women's marathon su- .

ffering from a viral complaint.

Despite nausea and leg
cramps, she made it to the fin-
ish where her parents were
waiting but collapsed and had
to be put on a drip.

Her time was more than 35
minutes behind that of winner
Carole Rouillard of Canada who
clocked two hours 30.41 sec-
onds.

Australia will finiah the
Games as undisputed overall
champions, having boosted
their gold total to 83. Canada

— AFP photo Games federation officials including a Sri Lankan boxer trail second on 37.
s | Sabatini' iliar i
Pl ni's familiar move

VICTORIA, Aug 28: Rashid
Sidek retained his Common-
wealth Games men's singles
badmjnton c¢rown with a
decisive, 15-6. 15-4 win over
fellow Malaysian Ewe Hock
Ong in Saturday's final. reports

Reuter.
"There was a lot of pressure

omn-me to retain my tile. said
the l[ormer world number one,
whose victory sealed a 30,000
dollar (US) grant from the

Malavsian government.
Sidek refused to speculate

RASHID SIDEEK
on whether he would make it a
hattrick on horme terrilory

v when the Gaifies are held in

Kuala Lumpur in four years'
time. "I will be 30 then.” he
said. But he did say he hoped
to play In more big tourna-
mernts again in the near future.
He was out of action for
three months last year because
of an eye operation but now
believes he has.recovered liis
best form in time for the Asian
Games jn Japan in October.
Unseeded Australian Lisa
Campbell kept up her giant-
killing feats to take

with an 11-2, 11-5 win over
Canada's Si-&n Deng. who was
seeded in the five to eight cat-
egory.

it was ‘a, dhappmntlngl?

the .
~women's singles gold medal

NEW  HAVEN,
Copn; Aug 28:
(Gabriela Sabatini
doesn't have to
be reminded that
it's been a long
since. she's won a
tournament. Perhaps she can
change her fortune with a new
coach. reports AP.

Sabatini; 25, hasn't won a
singles title in her past 39 ap-
pearances, and this year some
of her losses have come early
and to little-known players.
Her last victory came at the
1992 Italian Open.

“Last year,.l had a tough
year. | got sick and it t me
a while to recover.” Sabatini
said Saturday after a consola-
tion. match at the SNET classic
‘exhibition tournament. "1 also
switched a lot of coaches.”

A big blow to Sabatini's con-
fidence came during last year's
French Open, when she was
leading Mary Jee Fernandez 6-
1, 5-1. in the quarterfinals be-
fore. losing her mental edge —
and eventually the match.

“Losing at the French Open

time

slipped to No. 10 alter six

_years in the top five.

— that's one of the toughest -

ever had.” said
whose ranking has

Navratilova
puts on style

NEW HAVEN, Conn, Aug 28:
Martina Navratilova wowed
another record crowd at the
SNET Classic exhibition tour-
nameht Saturday, beating Jana
Novotna 7-5, 7-5 in the title
match, reporis AP,

Navratilova and Novotna,
both of whom are ranked in
the top 10 on the WTA Tour,
battled before 12,964 at the
Connecticut Tennis Center.

Saturday's crowd was bigger
than the 12,711 fans who
turned out a day earlier for the
tournament semifinals, which
set a record for a women's
fournament played outdeors.

The crowd for Saturday's fi-
nal also was larger than any

logses |
Sabatini,

This year, she's lost to
Silvia Farina in the first round
of the French Open. Marketa
Kochta in the fourth round of
the Pan Pacific and Irina
Spirlea in the first round of
the Italian Open.

"I've been losing to players
[ shouldn’t be.” she.said.

For the last three weeks,
however, Sabatini’s been im-

proving her game with coach

'GABRIELA SABATINI

Juan Nunez of Chile, who
worked with her for a week
last year and has coached No. 2
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario.

Sabatini said she feels con-

fident about all aspects of her -

serve-and' volley game going
into next week's US Open, a
Grand Slam event she won in
1990, defeating Steffi Graf in
the finals. .

“We're working on being
more aggressive, on my gro-

undstrokes, and moving quic-
ker and stepping intu the
ball,” she said.

“"Everything is getting mu-
ch better. 1 already feel a
difference.”

Sabatini is seeded eighth at
next week's Open, and will
meet Larisa Ncﬂand her dou-

“finai

Sabatini said. “1 have to make
sure | play more aggressive.”

Sabatini said playing at the
SNET Classi¢c has been good
preparation for the Open. She
lost a semifinal to Jana
Novotna on Friday night. then
won a consolation match by
default after Brenda Schultz
re-pulled a muscle in her right
thigh and decided to save her
health for the Open.

“For me, it's great to play
matches just before the Open,
especially against such good
players,” she said. * Too bad I
only got to play one.”

This is the first year the
SNET exhibition tournament
has been played at the Connec-
ticut Tennis Center. Tourna-
ment officials are filing papers
to continue the even next year.

Martina Navratilova, a'last
minute replacement for Graf,
won the tournament. beating
Jana Novotna. 7-5, 7-5.in the
before amother record
crowd for a women's only out-
door tourn#ment. Saturday's
ticketed attendance
12,964, besting the 12,711 at
Friday night's semifinals.

1.
§

Adams' salvo at*

women's tour

SCHENECTADY, NY, Aug
28: First, Chuck Adams took
aim at Jonas Bjorkman on
Sa-turdny to advance to the
men's singles final ‘of the OTB
Open international tennis.

Then he unexpectedly took

aim at the women's tour,
which also is here this week,

reports Reuter.
After a 6-3, 6-4 victory

against Bjorkman, the Ameri-
can explained the success of
unseeded players in this tour-
nament by making a dispa-
raging comparison to the
women's tour and bemoaning
its lack of depth.

"There's a big difference
between our tour and the

was

Seles still
unsure

MONTE CARLO, Monaco,
rom the pro tennis circuit for
16 months, says she is -
still thinking about tennis but
is reluctant to say when she
will return, reports AP. - :

"l don't like to put a date on
it." Seles said in a phone inter-
view from Monte Carlo. "It's
the game I love and | just hope
for my sake, soon. .

"] am getting stronger every
day and doing all the things I
should.”

Seles was in the small
principality on the French
Riviera to accept an award
from Prince Albert and the
royal family for outstanding
cou in the face of adver-
sity. Seles said she came to re-
ceive the award during the

Weight Watchers Celebrity

Sports Festival, but empha-
sised she was not competing.

The 20-year-old Seles has
not played since she was
stabbed in the back April, 30,
1993, during a tournament in
Hamburg, Germany., by a
deranged fan obsessed with
Steffi Graf.

Kafelnikov
storms into
final

CAMMACK, NY, Aug 28:
Fifth-seeded Yevgeny
Kafelnikov of Russia and sixth-
seeded Cedric Pioline of
France both rallied on Saturday
to reach today's final of the
313.750 dollars Waldbaum's
Hamlet Cup .tennis tourna-
ment, reports Reuter.

The 20-year-old Kafelnikov,
who climbed 90 points in the
world rankings to No. 14 since
January, rallied to beat un-
seeded Richie Reneberg of the
US 4-6, 6-2. 6-4. Kafelnikov
won the last four games and
the last 10 points of the
match.

Pioline also came from be-
hind to eliminate unseeded
Renzo Furlan of Italy 4-6, 7-
6(7-4), 6-0.

Pioline, runner-up at last
years US Open, took a 4-0
lead in the second set
tiebreaker and then won the
third set with the loss of eight
points.

Kafelnikov, who has a 50-1
match record going into
Sunday's final' is the third
player to win 50 or more
matches this year. American
Pete Sampras. No. 1 in rank-
ing, is 57-6 and Spain’'s Sergi
Bruguera, ranked third, s 55-

16. T

“This is good for me gﬂln&;r
into my first US Open”,
Kafelnikov said.

If he wins the Hamlet final,

his ranking will reach No. 11,

to an Assoclation ol

Tennis Professional (ATP)
spokesman.

Kafelnikov took some of the

power off his first serve, which
he used to beat third seeded
Michael Chang Friday. °I
wanted to get the ball in play
and keep Richie (Reneberg) on
the baseline,” Kafelnikov said.
“If I had to depend on my sec-

ond serve, it would be trou-
ble."
The strategy worked.

Kafelnikov had a 70 per cent of
first serves to 35 per cent for
Reneberg.
- Reneberg also committed
seven double faults, three in a
crucial 18-peint: eighth game
of the third set to lose a ser-
vice-break advantage.

"When he broke me twice
to lead 4-2 in the third set |
didn't expect to break him
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