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NEWS BRIEFS
Biswas concerned

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas expressed his deep
concern al the rising number
of deaths due 10 recent launch
disaster in the river Meghna
near Chandpur. President
Biswas., who has been keeping
day to day inlormation about
the progress of rescue opera-
tion "of the ill-fated motor
launch MV Dinar, expressed
his profound sorrow at the loss
of so many lives al the tragic
incident. reports BSS.

CHANDPUR. Aug 27: The
four-member enquiry commit-
tee to probe the Chandpur
launch disaster began its func-
tion here today., examining 20
eye-witnesses. including eight
passengers, reports UNB.

Hasina goes to
Chandpur today

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina will
visit Chandpur today to cossole
the bereaved [amily members
of the victims of the launch

capsize in Chandpur. She will

glso offer spetial prayers for |

the wictims there. reporis

UNB
Businessmen call
hartal in Pabna
PABNA, Aug 27: District

Business Unity Council called a
dawn to dusk hartal in the

E:k-hiddrdﬂmudsim
flood affected people of
Pabma. . Kaash-
lia and Rajshahi ‘Ihrth:f
goods included sarees [un-
gees, shirts, frocks, old clo-
ey s,

i

REGD. NO. DA 781

Formal dialogue soon,

hope BNP leaders

A formal dialogue belween
the ruling party and Oppo-
sition negoliators may begin
within a couple of days a
ruling party source hinted yes-
terday,

‘We are waiting for a reply
Irom the Opposition and 1
hope the reply would be posi-
tive.” said the source. who is
also one of the three
negotiators designated by the
BNP Standing Committee to
begin dialogue with the
Opposition.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night. on condition of
anonvmity,, the source said
bhoth sides agreed on the need
to endthe deadlock
BNI' sorce

Al her ~ tick

Bv Asiuzzaman

that the proposal for a lorimal
dialogue was coveyed hy Lhe
Depuly Leader of the House
Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury to
liis counterpart Abdus Samad
Azacl,

The source also claimed
that the two-day meeting of
the Awami League Central
Working Conmumittee [ALCWC)
which concluded in the cily
vesterday had been convened
lo discuss the issue of a dia-
logue.

The Opposition response s
expected to be conveyed
within a dayv or two after con-
sultation among ihe major
parties, yet another source
Tiviateed,

P v smonnreesosa kel e Pl

ment session beginning August
30 would last a week. How-
ever. should a fruitful dialogue
get staried then Lthe session
might he prolonged,

Expressing optimism. the
source. a senior minister, said
“II we discuss the issue of [air
elections then 1 hope we will
reach a consensus. But if the
Opposition keeps insisting on
iLs so-called one-point demand
to topple (he government,
then it would be futile.”

He admitted that both Lhe
ruling party and the Opposi-
tion were now facing public
pressure (o resolve the
impasse, which should anger
well for an early resolution of
thie erisis

o
R IR A

the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s court yesterday.

Govt, Shantibahini
informal talks
today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Aug 27: The
parliamentary sub-committee
on hill tracts affairs is sched-
uled to hold the third round of

informal talks with the leaders
of the Shantibahini tomorrow
at Dudukchhari under Pan-
chhari thana of Khagrachhari
district.

According to an official
source, the informal talks aim
al paving the way for the next
round of crucial dialogue be-
iween the parliamentary ceo-
mmittee headed by Communi-
cations Minister Oli Ahmed
and the Shantibahini leaders.

Muy Ahdul Hahm accused of murdering his mfe covers his i'ace while being produced before

— Star photo

Army major arrested
on charge of murder

By Staff Correspondent

Maior Abdul Halim. charged
with murdering his wife Reha-
na, was produced before the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate’'s Courl yesterday.

Halim made a confessional
statement before Metropolitan
Magistrate Abdul Hannan.

Later, he was sent to the
Dhaka Central Jail.

Halim was arrested yester-
day at 9:30 am from his

- Cantonment office and pro-

duced before the court at 12
noon. Earlier, Cantonment po-
lice obtained permission from
the Army for his arrest.
Magistrate Hannan recor-

ded his confessional statement
as per article 164 of the CRPC.

Halim. in his statement, re-
portedly confessed that he hit
his wife with an iron rod being
irritated with her behaviour,
But, he didn't expect to cause
her death, he said.

Halim alleged that his wife
was very arrogant and aggres-
sive. They were not at all
happy in their 11-year married
life, he said and added that
ehana 35, had even neglected
and mis»ehaved with his
mother. Rehana also report-
edly made very derogatory re-

See Page 12 (ol |

Mushm extremists threaten to

hit foreigners at Cairo confce

CAIROD. Aug 27: The out-
lawed .Jamaa Islamiyya made a
comeback today by warning
loreigners to stay away lrom
the UN World Populalion
Conference in Egypl's capilal
and claiming the murder of a
Spanish Teenager, reporis
AFP.

To the government's disinay
and after a lull of sevesr.l
months following widespread
arrests, Egypt's main [slamic
militant group warned that

.“foreigners taking part in the

licentious conference
their lives at risk.”

The conference. which is
being held here [from Sep-
lember 5 to 13, will be at-
tended by 20.000C delegates
from more than 150 countries,
including several heads of state
or government

Jamaa said in a stateent

pul

An . xperimental drive for
eradic:iing illiteracy — Total
Literacy Programme [(TLP) —
has twned into a social move
ment in the country’'s north-
castern disirict ol Lalmonirhat.

Undertaken by the district
administration four months
ago with the objective of
achieving 100 per cent literacy
rate, the TLP is making steady
jprogress with the voluntary
peirticipation of government
offi-tals, political leaders and
activisis, professionals. elite.
public representatives, reli-
gious leaders. NGO workers
atyd other social forces.

(Oflicials records show that
the engoliment of learners of
aged |1 o 45 jor Nen-Formal
Education [NFE) under the
TLP has been 100 per cent in
the areas covered by 984 cen

Jdlistrict’'s

sent to AFP that the forum had
been rejected by the Egyptian
people and the highest Sunni
Muslim authority. Al-Azhar.
Muslim fundamentalists
have said the gathering. which
will agree and action plan on
population control, would
promole extra-martial sex and

_homosexuality. They also char

ge it was almed at "extermi-
nating Muslim”

According to Al-Azhar, the
draft working document
should be revised so that it
conlains nothing thal runs
counter to the Islamic law of
Sharia.

The Jamaa also claimed an
attack in southern Egypt on a
tourist mini-bus Friday in
which a 13-year-old Spanish
iourist was killed and his [a-
ther and mother wounded,
along with two other peopie.

The shootings marked a

Lies wlifle the attendance of
students in classes is more
than B0 per cemt

While visiting different
parts of the district. this cor-
respondent found that most of
the learners were now able to
read and write on completion
of two thirds of their six-
menth NFE course, which be-
gan on April 15. The poor and
illiterate people including
women and children are ea-
gerly participatling in the pro-
gramume A campaign through
various meéans by the commit-
tees working at various levels
has proved very effective in
$his regard.

A total of 29 520 Smong the
2.68.130 illiterate
people have been brought un
der the TLP in the first phase.
These learners, 30 at each

new stage in Its campaign
against the "heretic Egyptian
regime.” it warned. .

As the authorities fought
back, five Islamic militants and
two policemen. including an
officer. were killed in separate
clashes in southern Egypt. po-
lice said.

The officer died in a gun-
battle today as peolice raided
the village of Hod Hamada in
Sohag province to aryest a

group of militants on the run,
police said

Militants also shot dead a
policeman and wounded an-
other in Qena village late
Friday.

The Jamaa has spearheaded
a violent Muslim fundamental-
tst anti-government campaign
in which more than 400 peo-
ple have died. including nine
tourists, since March 1992.
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Cairo visit
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia has cancelled her
visit to Cairo to attend the UN
International Conference on
Population and Development
(ICPD) to be held in the Egyp-
tian capital romm September 5,
reports UNB.

The wvisit of the Prime
Minister has been cancelled
clue to “pressing pre-occupa-
tion at home”. said a Foreign
Ministry press release yester-
clay.

ROK PM due
Friday

South Korean Prime Minis-
ter Yung Dug Lee will arrive in
Dhaka on Friday night to
discuss with Bangladesh lea-
ders ways for bolstering the
existing Dhaka-Seoul ties, re-
ports UNB.

Lee, who will come on a
thiree-day oflicial visit on the
third leg of his tour ol four
Asian countries. will be ac-
corded a ceremonial reception
at state guest house Korotoa on
Saturday morning.

He will fly 'n Dhaka con-
cluding his visit to Vietnam
and Singapore and leave for
Kathmandu on September 4.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rehman wili receive
himi at Zia International
Airport.

During his stay in Dhaka the
Korean PM will visit National
Memorial at Savar to pay
homage to the freedom fight-
e's who laid down their lives
during the Liberation War of
1971,

ALCWC calls for
making '‘Dhaka
Siege' a success

The Awami League has
urged the people to make the
September 10 ‘Dhaka Siege’
programme a success to press
for the resignation of, what it

the corrupl and vole-da-

NP government and gen-
eral elections under a care-
taker government, rfeports
UNB.

The Awami League made
the appeal yesterday at the end
of its two-day central working
committee meeting held with
party chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

In a resolution, the meeting
blamed the ruling party for ob-
structing the institutional
growth of hard-won democracy
and making Parliament inef-
fective by "blocking the Oppo-
sition's return to the House."

The . present government
has also failed to give security

See Page 12" Col 3

Murder charges
against N'ganj AL
leaders withdrawn

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Aug 27: In
the wake of alleged threats,
Mohammad Selim whe had
filed a police case accusing 10
leaders ol the loecal Awami
League and its [ronl organisa-

tions ol killing his brother
Shamsnl Alam earlier this
month. has withdrawn his
complaint.

Alami was killed during an
armed clash between two feud-
ing groups of the AL's local
unit on, August 15

Acrording to a press release
issued today by the AL town
umnit olfice secretary. Khokon
Saha. Selim applied (o the rel-
evant aulheorities on Wed-
nesday for the withdrawal of
the FIR

Selim had accused Nazma
Rahman, president and
Shamim Osman, general sccre-

See Page 12 (ol 3

File photo shows women taking lessons at a mass literacy
centre at Kaligan) thana under Lalmonirhat distriet.

— P1D photo
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during mating season

By Special Correspondent

Shrimp catching in the Bay
cluring its breeding season has
been banned for one month
from January 15 to February
15 every year.

Besides, addition of more
trawlers to the existing flee for
deep sea fishing will not be al-
lowed from now on.

The decisions have been
taken by- the government to
ensure uninterrupted growth
of marine resources.

The latest situation regard-
ing operation of trawlers in the
Bay as well as the reserve of
marine resources were re-
viewed recently by the higher
authorities. The policy- makers

maintain that since the reserve

of shrimp and white fish in the
Bay cannot be considered
plenty., some control and re-
strictions on trawling have be-
come essential.

Presently, 56 trawlers are
gperating in the Bay with most
of those engaged in shrimp
catching round the year. Of
those. seven belong to Bangla-
desh Fisheries Development
Corporation (BFDC) while the
rest are owned by private com-
panies.

According to official statis-
tics on fishing in the Bay dur-
ing the last seven years, the
total catch by those trawlers
remained around four thou-
sand tonnes a year. This only

indicates that the reserve of |

marine resources in the Bay
was not adequate for unlimited
exploitation.

An earlier survey on shrimp
reserve in the Bay showed that
at least seven thousand tonnes
of shrimp were available f{or
trawling a year.

See Page 12 Col 8

3 electrocuted inside
cinema hall in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 27:
Three persons were electro-
cuted inside a cinema hall
here during a show Friday
night.

Five others were injured in
the tragic incident while wit-
nessing a Bangla film ‘Moner
Agun’ at Nupur cinema hall in
the port city, police said.

Two of the deceased were
identified as Faridul Alam, 18,
a bus helper and Amanat Ullah,
22. an employee of a shop. The
other person could not be
identilied.

The injured were admitted
Lo the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital and private

clinics.

Police and witnesses said a
short-circuit occurred at
around 10 pm causing the
deaths and injuries.

The incident created panic
among the cine-viewers who
raised a hue and cry and stam-
peded out of the hall. Later, a
rumour that 20 more bodies
were found lying inside the
cinema hall triggered a violent
attack on the hall by a frenzied
mob, witnesses said.

The angry people pelted
stones at the hall and damaged
nearby shops.

Police rushed to the spot

See Page 12 Col 7
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Leaders for 'fruitful
talks' to end impasse

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the ruling party
and the Opposition at a semi-
nar in the city yesterday
agreed that a solution of the
present political impasse was
the need of the hour.

Both the sides also agreed
that there was no alternative to

a 'fruitful dialogue' to resolve -

the impasse bul reiterated
their respective party stands
in this regard.

BNP leader and Chief Whip
of Parliament Khandaker
Delwar Hossain and Awami
League leader and Chief Whip
of the Opposition Mohammad
Nasim were the main speakers

at the seminar on "How
Parliament can be made effec-
tive." A non-government organ-
isation (NGO). the Centre for
Sustainable Development (CF-
SD). organised the seminar
held at the Jatiya Press Club.
The discussants at the sem-
inar included Anwar Hossain
Manju of the Jatiya Party,
Rashed Khan Menon of Wor-
kers Party, Salauddin Kader
Chowdhury of the NDP. Prof.
Talukder Moniruzzaman of
Dhaka University. journalists
Atiqul Alam and Amanullah Ka-
bir and Barrister Lutfar Rah-
See Page 12 Col 4

Pak President denies
Sharif's claim

ISLAMABAD. Aug 27: Pa-
kistani President Farooq Leg-
hari, denying opposition leader
Nawaz Sharil's claim that Pa-
kistan has nuclear weapons,
said today his country needed
nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes, reports Reuter.

"Il France can produce 80
per cent of its electricity (rom
nuclear energy why cannot
Pakistan also consider exploit-
ing this renewable source of
energy?” he said al a solar en-
ergy workshop.

Pakislan imports twu thirds
of ils oil needs and its electric-
ity output is about 2,000
megawatls less than demand.
Leghari said Islamic countries
should pool resources for re-
search into renewable energy
sources because (echnology
embargoes imposed by Lhe
west were going Lo get wor-
Se.

cenitre. have been siudying at
U&4 teaching ceunires, setl up
in 42 unions and municipal
wards under five thanas ol the
district. The second phase of

the TLP will start in mid-.

October to cover the remain-
ing 2,38, 610 illiterate people
ol the district. For this, 8700
more centres will be opened
with the objective of freeing
the district from illiteracy. The
estimated (lve per cent drop
outs of the first phase will be
enrolled in the second phase
while steps are underway to
sel up lbrartes and arrange
another course for those inter-
esled to continue the process
of learning after completion of
the six-month NFE course.
Talking to The Dally Star,
the DC of Lalmonirhat ex-
pressed optimism about the

fakistani commentators
have voiced fears that the
Lhnrited States and other west-
ern countries may tighten Le-
chnology restrictions on Pa-
kistan following Sharil's dis-
closure.

Leghari said Sharif, who was
Prime Minister for 30 months
until July 1993. had no access
to ecurrent information on
Pakistan's nuclear programme
and should not make staie-
menis which could be ex-
ploited by the country's ene-
mies.

"1 think it is an unfortunate
statement because it is not
based on reality.” he said.

Meanwhile. AFP adds from
Karachi: The estranged bro-
ther® of Pakistani Prime Mi-
nister Benazir Bhutto said to-
day that Pakistan must have a
nuclear bomb to deter foreign
aggression.

Literacy drive turns into a social movement

By Nazmul Ashraf, back from Lalmnmrhnt

success of the programme.

“We have a target HOO per
cent literacy in Lalmonirhat by
1995°. The literacy rate in Lhe
district now is |18 per cent, he

Under the TLP, the first of
its kind in the country, motiva-
tional programmes in the form
of door-to-door campaign,
newspaper reports, wall-writ-
ings. cinema slides, posters,
banners, processions rallies,
group discussions, video-
shows, films and folk songs are
being regularly held. Excepting
the teachers all others iIn-
volved in the programunes are
working on voluntarily. They
include teachers. students and
unemployed educated people.

They would, however, be
given awards depending cn
their success.

Gen AS.M'Na“s.;i
new army chief

Major General Abu Saleh

Nasim, Bir
Bikram, PSC, has been ap-
pointed o the post of Chief of
Armiy Staff. Bangladesh Army,
with effect from August 31. the
Defence Minisiry announced
yvesterday. reports UNB.

A notilication of the min-

See Page 12 Col 1

Tributes to

poet Nazrul

By Staff Correspondent

The 18th death anniversary
of mational poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam was observed yesterday
in the country with due solem-
nity.

Awami League chief and
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jativa Sangsad placed wreaths
at the mazar and prayed for
the peace of the departed soul
yesterday morning.

Party and front organisation
leaders were also present.

BNP Secretary General
Salam Talukdar and other
party leaders also laid wreaths
and offered [ateha at ‘the
poet’s mazar on the occasion.

Various socio-cultural or-
ganisations held separate pro-

See Page 12 Col 4

TCC adopts 12-pt

code of conduct

The 34th meeting of the
Tripartite Consultative Com-
mittee (TCC) was held in the
city yesterday at the con-
ference room of the Manpower
Employment and Training
Bureau with TCC chairman and
Minister for Labour and
Manpower Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan in the chair, reports
BSS.

The meeting adopted a 12-
point code of conduct unani-
mously with a view to improv-
ing the industrial relation and
flourishment of industries in
the country.

The meeting also discussed
some important national issues
and some ILO conventions and
recommendations.

Dr Sheh Mohammad Farid,
Secretary. Ministiry of Labour
At Manpoewer il Sheikh
Ans.r Ah AP owere present

United efforts
needed to stop

black money
in polls: CEC

SYLHET. Aug 27: Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC])
Justice Abdur Rauf today called
on political parties to work
unitedly for establishing a sys-
tem to ensure free and fair
election in the country, re-
ports LINB.

"United elforts is needed L0
stop use of black money in the
election. Mere law cannot stop
it." he said addressing a fresh-
ers reception at the audito-
rium of the MAG Osmany
Medical College.

Organised by the ‘Sandhani,
a voluntary organisation. the
function was addressed by
UNB Chairman Amanullah
Khan. Prof Golam Kibria. Dr
Jamsed Bakth. Ceol. Fahim
Ahmed Chowdhury. Prof Sayed
Lokman Ali, Dr Shamimur

See Page 12 Col 3

20 hurt as soccer
fans clash in
Jhemda};

JHENIDAH. Aug
football fans of two lrlmuh in
Kaliganj thana clashed twice
today leaving at least 20 people
in}urrd reports UNB.

About a dozen small shops
were damaged during the
clashes when at least 10 cra-
ckers were exploded.

Police used baton and tear-
gassed the mob to queill the
trouble

Police said the clashes were
a sequel to Thursday's scuffle
between the suppoiters of the
Bhushan Pilot School and the
Mubarakgan) Sugar Mills
School when the former sul-
fered a 4-0 goals 'defeat’ at

The authoritied of the two
schools were scheduled to
meel this morning to defuse
tension between the students

See Page 12 Col 6
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