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Laudable BM

Finance Minister Saifur Rahman is not only a
heavyweight by ministerial standards, he also is
verv generous with passing judgement on an en-
viably broad spectrum of subjects and prescribing
antidotes for a wide range of evils preying on the
Lation. Although economic self-reliance of the na-
tion is capitally his very own charge, he has been
found late by months in‘recording his apprecia-
tion of the role that pulp made from green jute
plant can play in earning that very. cherished and
elusive thing. Months back Minister Zahiruddin
hhan broke the news of the technical break-
through involved in the green jute paper pulp de-
velopment and rightly enough painted a rosy pic-
ture Saifur Rahman was speaking at the cere-
mony of handing over some pieces of the newly
innovated important machinery of the project
fabricated by BITAC 1o BCIC who are lguing to
make the pulp and also produce paper from the
same. :

A glaring and unfortunate omission. which
must be deliberate, featured both the ministers’
expression of high hopes over what is very gen-
uinely an invention of the h.ifhest importance to
this nation's economic as well as all-round devel-
opment out of the present state of total and
unmitigated limbo. These men of honour and im-

rtance as well as the whole ernment have
ggen jealously guarding the secret of who made
the breakthrough invention and also which
agency supported the scientist in the achieve-
ment. What have Dr Amirul Islam or the BCSIR.
done other than inventing such a magic healer for
the nation's ills to invite such terrible retribu-
tion? Is Dr Islam's being a government employee
and BCSIR being a government agency standing
in the way of recognising them by hame in the
patently wrong belief that all the gfor}r of the fan-

—_——

TH! adage that "a stitch
“in time saves nine” ap
pears to be [ar more rel
evant in the present day
context oi Bangladesh politics
than. perhaps, anytime in the
past. Notwithstanding its
intrinsic merits In gulding us
for the future courses ol ac-
tions, it seems that we are
gradually slipping away from
the benefits that we could pos-
sibly derive by walking along
the routes suggested by the
said proverb. The most recent
political happenings Iin
Bangladesh could be cited as a
pointer to this effect. For the
last couple of months, as we all
know, the nation has been
witnessing the herald of an
uncompromising political
stance that led the "peosition
and the "opposition” appar-
ently to a "point of no return”
and as days pass by, it seems
almost to a head-on collision.
Although the erosion in mutual
understanding between the
Treasury Bench and Oppo-
sition members in ParHament
could be in evidenee f[rom
some time in the past. the
alleged rigging in the Magura
by-election appears to have
plunked the slim wunder-
standing prevailing between
the two parties. Haunted by
the specter of that election,
probably the opposition. went
io table a caretaker govern-
.ment bill with a view to ensur-
ing -a "free and fair”’ election
for the nation. The govern-
ment, on the other hand.
bounced back with its firm
commitment of meeting the
‘opposition's demand for the

viz. strengthening the existing
Election Commission. In the
meantime, two sessions of the
National Parlament. including
the most impogtant budget
session, elapsed with the
whole oppeosition bench out of
the show As the newspaper
reports suggest, the upcoming
session is likely to face the
same fate since the political
ice I8 yet to mell

The purpose of this briel
note is not to argue for either
side of the cain [(may be be-
cause both are half-baked
bread!) but to bring to the fore
the polemics of an unbending
political stance Lhat the nation
is now lacing and the associ
atel costs therein 1t would
perhaps, not e an exaggera-
tion to say that the existing
political stalemate, if contin
wed unabated, might retard the
healthy growth or even kill it
of our democracy that is yet in
its infancy.

Why at this Point?

From the very beginning ol
our journey towards constitu-
tional governance. the rela-
tionship between the treasury

bench and the opposition °

members seemed at logger
heads and not at heart to
heart. Political scientists
should be apt in analysing the
syndrome but a lay-man’'s view
is that lack of democratic
tradition possibly placed them
in this kind of situation a sit-
uwation. The shortage of that
experience also pitted against
“sensible” performance by both
the sides. Then came the role
of the treasury bench in
the cause of a

by Abdul Bayes

democratic norm of a variety
where the opposition is also

thought to be a part of the gov-!

ernment, It is now being ar-
gued that, in general the pre
sent regime's delayed re-
sponse to the "problems” al-
ways (ends to lead us to a
‘crisis” of immense socio-
political and economic cosls
that the nation can hardly
afford to beéar. Only at one
time. of course Lhe govern-
ment seemed to sutch in time.
For example immediately after
the assumption of power, the
government of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia faced its
first "decisional test” on the
form of government in Bang-
ladesh. However, the party in
power showed little heésitance
aud quickly accepted the
majority option — the parlia-
mentary form of government.
What could happen, if they did
not? Well, that could lead to a
parliamentary havoc, atleast at
that nascent stage, and could
possibly make life for the
government more much
tougher than it turned oyt to
be later. Thus the ruling party
seemed to have done well in
stitching in time that probably
saved many.

So far. so good. From then
on. as is expected in politics,
the ruling party continued to
[ace an arsenal of moves from
Lthe opposition and the profes
sional ups which tended to
make the rulers weary. Each

time. as sald earlier, the gov- .

ernment ‘did respond with
positive attitudes but appeared

appropriate package As a re-
sull. the seemingly bold steps
turned out to be counter-pro-
ductive. On the other hand. on
many occasions, the alleged
"go slow” policy of the gov-
ernment is also said to have
contributed to a whole lot of
rots that could easily be dis-
pensed with by pursuing easy
means. Just take the case of
the Hon'ble Information
Minister's alleged “insulting”
remarks on the opposition
members in response to a
move for holding discussions
on the attacks on Bosnian
Muslims in the Parliament
Quite obviously, following the
Newtonian law. the opposition
bench stood on its feet to peit
the alleged remark. The anger
of the opposition could only be
subdued by an "unconditional
apology” from the said Minis
ter, although, as all know that
“apology” is not a scarce
commeodity in the modern day
parliamentary parleys. Even
the other day. the Indian
Finance Minister Mr Mon
Mohan Singh apologised to the
opposition for the alleged
lapses. However, the available
attitude of the government at
that time did not seem to win
the oppositions heart at the
cost of its Minister's and the
half-hearted attempts to ease
the tension that followed only
failed to bring them back
home. An almost similar situa-
tion arose regarding the cor-
ruption charges in the
Parliament, the judicial bill,
the Lalbagh killing, Taslima vs

Political Stalemate Rocking the Democratic

Thus mere an a

or a respect W0 oppositioh bills
in due course could possibly
save a lot of political turmeoil
and enable the goverrument to
rule in peace.

Now Lhat the opposition is
firm to comtinue the move
ment for a caretaker govern-
meni. the government is re-
ported to be considering to sit
with the opposition lor initiat
ing a dialogue to remeve the
political impasse or come up
with a new model of ensuring
free and fair election in the
country. The report could pos-
sibly be termed as "unreliable”
b the ‘reliability” of the poss-
tive impact ol such a process
should never be gquestioned. A
conscious citizen of this covi-
try could only hope that the
SOONEr SOME responses come.
the better

About the Losses

What could be the possible
adverse impacts of such a con-
tinued Stalemate in the econ-
omy? First, the accountability
and transparency issue is at a
hard stake due to major oppo-
sition's absence from the Par-
liamentary Standing Comm.ai-
ttees and thus causing the is-
sues so discussed ta be incred-
ible. The unrepresented views
of opposition could have been
relatively more preductive
than the represented ones.
Thus the apparent gains from
sucH abstinence of the opposi-
tion could be outweigh-ed by
the loss. Second, as the
American Ambassador to
Bangladesh is reported to have
remarked, the US investors
tend to closely watch the polit-

Boat !

couniry and thus the stalemate
in politics could turn out to be
a stalemate in trade and in-
vesiment also. The same rea-
soning could also be applied to
anty other foreigners with de-

sires Lo invest in Bangla-desh
Third, the unceértainty hower-

ing around the stalemate tends
to deter the public servants to
be right on their toes and thus
goes to widen the gap between

the potential and the actual

working capacity. Fourth, un-
less the political ice is melted,
the reforms package of the
government is likely to get a
bounce. The opposition could
get chances to make the re-
forms an issue of politics and
thus hinder the on-going re-
forms. A government which
vows to proceed with reforms
that have very high adjustment
costs should look for more
friends than foes among the
opposition members. To take a
support in favor of the on-go-
ing reforms. the government
should have given something
to the opposition mach earlier
shan the time of placing the
caretaker government bill.
That stitch in time could pos-
sibly save nine! There is stil
time and the imperatives of
the government now should be
to realize that a pelitical
stalemate like this is a cost to
the Tuling party. to the econ-
omy and to all of us. The polit
ical calculus ol the opposition
parties should ‘also be’ rational
at the very moment since the
non-fulfilment of the rational-
ity eriterta might rock the
cdemoceratic boat. Remember
the adage. time and tide,

too late in responding with an

same through another route Fundamentalists episode etc. * jcal stalemate in the investing  wait for none!

Mandela's First 100 Days - | L |
~ Champagne and Roses —but Now the Wooing Gets Tougher
L had its highs and lows ) Arlene Getz writes from Cape Town

dredth day as South Africa's
first democratically-elected
President on August 18 covers

tastic feap should be the government's and not
any individual's or a%]r]lcy's — should they be
of the government? This is wrong. In the modern
world no scientist worth his or her name works
as if he or she was an island. All belong to this or
that kind of agencies. :

Modern physics is capable of measuring the
gap between the steaming cup and the wide and
anticipating lips in quadrillions of spatial units.
We were rapturous when we saw that within
months of the news of the breakthrough four pa-

er mills were offering to buy green jute plants.
ter it turned out that both the mill's purchase
commencement and our elation were somewhat

upholding

IKE all honeymoons, it decisions in public or merely
. an ad hoc arrangement where
the members happen (o meet
in Cabinet but are then able to
launch stinging attacks on

each other

Few leaders have had to face such high expectations as Nelson Mandela when he became
South Africa’s first black President. Millions of his fellow citizens wanted to reap benefits
from the ending of years of racism and repression — and to reap them quickly. Gemini News

premature. The mills — not one — are yet to be
ready to process the piling stock of green jute
plants at their gates. The BITAC has done a good
job of fabricating and supplying as many as severl
of the components of the 11-element machine
line — leaving a gap of four including a hléz
density tower before the completion of which the
whole thing cannot be commissioned. But the
progress so far has given us hope that it is only a
matter of months before paper-grade pulps begin
to be produced in these mills.

M Saifur Rahman has called the potential
breakthrough as 'the most important develop-
ment in our économy’ in the ckdrop of the
miserable condition of eur jute both nationally
and internationally.” Why the condition of our jute
is so miserable on all fronts. at a time when both
India and Thailand are cxpanding their jute
production and industryv and World Bank is
helping set up jute mills whefe there was none?
Is it so because, allegedlg. our national
leaderships of all areas and for many decades

have a magic touch which transforms gold intp
base metal!

Quota W ithdrawal

The dialzﬁ:ue telecast by the Skynet, USA on

GATT and MFA on Wednesday under the auspices
of the USIS. Dhaka, has proved useful by under-
lining some counter-vailing factors that could
minimise the losses feared by Bangladeshi gar-
ment manufacturers in the wake of an ordained
demise of the quota system by 2005 AD. We could
take heart from the f;cts mentioned by William R
Cline. the reputed US economist that: (a) big ex-
rters Korea and Taiwan would be phasing out
rom the business owing to increasing labour
costs; and (b) demands for garments in the USA,
Japan and Europe are on the uptick presaging an
enlargement of market for Bangladesh. But only
time can say whether these predictions will
prove to be true. i
There is obviously a difference between a mar-
ket secured by bilateral textiles and approval (uo:-
tas under the canopy of the MFA and one that-is
going to be open and fiercely compctitive Ililacing
all exporters on the saine start-uip mark. The
saving grace here being that the quota with-
drawals will be phased over the next 10 years al-
lowing time to enhance the competitiveness of
our garments. It is very much true that in this
labour-intensive industry we have been able to
seek the worker output high and at costs which
are low in contrast to what Korea and Taiwan
have conle 1o regard as a prohibitive overhead.
But ounr profit from the garment export as a pro-
riion of investment per Taka is actually very
ow. The rcason lor this lies in our having to im-
port most ol the inputs. This is where we stand
in dirc.need to develop low-cost and efficient
backward linkages to the end-of-the-line garment
manufacturing units. We must revitalise the hand-
looms. The Grameen Check has already been a
roaring success as a pibneering product in the
specialised field of indigenous fabric productions.
We certainly can grow finer counts of yarn under
a five-year programmme. This aspect deserves an
immediate attention. We have an untapped [iv;)-
tential in turning out synthetic cloth ifrom the’
jute fibre, for the major one. We can catalyse new
dyes. Time-bound research is needed on an all-
round basis to generate as much input as we can
We have been making the garments to order,
according to the quotas though, so that we have
had to scrupulously adhere to the quality specifi-
cations of the buyers. The waorld of experience we
have absorbed by now should’ stand us in
stead when the quota guarantee will have with-
ered away. We needn't unduly afraid of open
competition, although the big traditional mar-
kets, such as the USA for one, which we have
served well so far, is only expected to make the
transition period smooth for us. The quota with-
drawals may be spread thin. This should be done
especially. en the western countries are up to
imposing there restrictions in regard to child
labour, Eca.lth and environment, this has created
tension in the developing countries’' production
lines. They have reasons to feel they are be
ressured to abide by a trade order, which s
8 some way to go before being fully democratic.

a period of ecstasy, depression
and occasional torpor thal has
characterised his new
government's initial eflorts to
reverse centuries of black

.H subjugation.

The euphoria came alter
the fairytale ending ol the
April all-race election, when
predicted violence did not

three main political parties
amiably established a coalition
government ol national unity.

To a certain extent, the
aflterglow still lingers. Cily
sireets are noticeably less

lense as citizens of all races
forge a sense of nationhood un-
thinkable in the apartheid era.

Small sings of this nascent
patriotism are everywhere.
Miniatures of the new multi-
coloured South African flag
proudly displayed on T-shirts
and bumper stickers by both
blacks and whitgs: Key-rings
bearing Mandela's face are
snapped up even by whites

who did not vote lor his
African National Congress
(ANC). -

And while blacks attending
official functions willingly sing
Die Stem. once the hated an-
them of Alrikaner chauvinism
and now one of the country's
two national anthems, whiles

other African languages.
Most of this goodwill re-
flects the tone set by Mandela,

need for racial reconciliation.

Inevitably, however, the
first 100 days have not been all
champagne stresses the need
for racial recpnciliation.

Inevitably, however, the
first 100 days have not been all
champagne and roses for the
country's new rulers.

Mandela's twao  higgest
crises have been coconomic
fir<i  respected avhile Finanoe
Mitister Derek Keys resigned
unexpectedly in July. Then the
country was plunged into a
wave of labour unrest which
saw police set dogs on strikers
" in scenes reminiscent of the
old South Africa. .

The stepping down of Keys,
one of six Ministers retained
from the pre-election Cabinet
of former president F W de
Klerk, was particularly ama-
teurishly handled. News of his
plans were leaked before the

materialise and the country's

are flocking to learn Xhosa and

who routinely stresses Lhe |

Service assesses'Mandela’s first 100 days, and examines the prospects for the longer haul.
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The 100-day hurdles

ol 'l oo pwirt s,

Wl 11 Kevs — whose image
wi= +uii=itlered essential for
altractihg investment from
foreigners disturbed by the
ANC's alliance with the South
African Communist Party — fi-
nally did confirm his inten-
lions. his refusal to explain the
'personal reasoris” behind his
resignation prompted specula-
tion of a serfous Cabinet split
over economic policy.

The speculation has since
eased. Most analysts here now
dccept that Keys indeed left
his job for non-political rea-
sons and Mandela was able to
control the damage by swiftly
appointing Chris Liebenberg,
the former head of Nedéor
Bank. Liebenberg., a white
businessman considered a
near-clone of Keys, will take
office in October.

If this appointment did not

carried out in August bv the
Sonth  African Chamber of
.ommerce found the Business
Confidence Index to be at its
highest level in seven years.

"My initial impression.” says
Dave Mohr, chiel economist at
the giant Old Mutual insurance
company, "is that the govern-
nent is not doing too badly at
all,

Although they “Loven’t yel
done a hell of a ot i terms of
economic policy. they bave

shown a healthy respect for
disciplines inherent in the
world economy and | was quite
encouraged by what was in the
(June] budget,

"Also, long-lerm bond rates
are back to where they were at
the time of the Keys resigna-
tion. volumes are improving
and there's been a bit of a
post-election spending spree.”

The labour unrest has more,

from ujmnaru:j-;j for higher
wages to protests against white
racism in the workplace,

The estimated 1.4 million
working days lost to strikes in
the first half of this year ex-
ceeded the figure for all of
1993, and in August some
20,000 striking motor indus-
try workers crippled the vehi-
cle manufacturing industry.

Not only does Lhis present
an off-putling face to foreign
investors, it also poses long-
term problems for the ANC's
support base. Most of the
striking unions are affiliates of
the Congress of South African
Trade Unions (Cosatu). the
powerful umbrella body which
helped Mandela sweep to vic-
tory. Frustrated that their daily
lives have hardly changed
since the ANC leader became
the ¢ountrv's first black prési-

dent, they are now taking to’

the streets to demand .their
post-election dividend.

So far. they have not re-
ceived it.

Contrary to their expecta-
tions. the new government has
not sided uncritically with
them against employers reluc-
tant to grant above-inflation
increases.

instead, the Mandela ad-
ministration has carefully re-
mained on the sidelines. inter-
vening primarilv Lo appoint a
mediator in a rowdy sirike
against one ol {he “ountry's
niain superniirke! « liamnse

This approach is drawing
praise from big business, but
could precipitate increasing
militancy from the lower ranks
of a Cosatu already struggling
for direction after losing about
60 top leaders to posts in the
new governiment. .

Some analysts believe this
may ultimaltely lead to a split in
the ANC/Cosatu alliance and
could end with the formation
of a new workers party to op-
pose the ANC in the 1999
election.

"A day of reckoning has
been postponed. but it will
come again.” notes David
Welsh, politics professor at the
University of Cape Town.
Mandela is treading a similar
tightrope in his attempts to
keep election promises to im-

a million new houses and cre
ate hundreds of thousands of
jobs in the next five years. has
barely got off the ground.

Mandela was able to allocate
only a modest 2.5 billion Rand
for the current fiscal year to
the plan when he opened the
first full session of Parliament
in May.

He coupled this with a
promise to spend his first 100
days personally overseeing the
implementation of a school
feeding scheme for malnour-
ished children and the provi-
sion of free medical care for
pregnant women and children
under six.

Planning for the food aid is
underway and the free treat-
ment for the young is placing
pressure on already-over-
stretched hospital resources,
but these measures are little
compensation for voters who
hoped a black-led government
would bring immediate pros-
perity.

Part of the reason for this
policy vacuum is thal the gov-

erninent is stH o trving 1o nd
it= leel, New black mmmnisters
are having to conlront whiie

Lureaucrats hankering altes
the old order and new parlia

mentarians are having to cope
with unfamiliar procedures.

saome observes believe
Matidela's failure to weld the
cahinet into an effective 1
strument ol government also
niry be to blame for the patchy
decision-making and inconsis-

tent performances by some of -

his ministers.

Mandela mav be a great
statesman. but hes a poor
manager.” said one non-ANC
MP. “That's one ol the reasons
the Cabinet never seems o
cleal with all the items on its
agenda.

This apparen! lack of di-

rection means the Cabinet has
yet 1o establish a way ol work
ing for the 27-.member execu-
tive that includes six ministers
[rom de Klerk's National Party
and three from Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi's
Inkatha Freedom Party

"Nop paltern has yel
emerged for the operation of
the Government of National

The situation is delicate one
for all three of thes parties in
this constitutionally-enforced
coalition

National Party back-
benchers are wvisibly uncom-
fortable about their inability to
play a traditional opposition
role. . with even the usually-
adoring Afrikaans press re
cently criticisirig de Klerk's
lacklustre” performance

Tome Affairs Minister
f;uthelezi, too, hinted
Atgust that he may withdraw
his party from the Cabinet

after two years rather than
wait until completion of the
government's full five-year
LeETm.

For Mandela. the difficulties
include a caucus becoming in-
creasingly restive over what
they see as unnecessarily gen-
erous concessions to his de-
feated opponents. Despite the
ANC majority in Parliament,
the President recenfly in-
curred the wrath of his party
by insisting that non-ANC MPs
should chair some of the par-
liamentary standing commit-
Iees.

(uiside Parliament. he had
to deal with the recent resur-
gence of
plagued black townships he-
lore the electiun. In troubled
K Zulu/Natal., a fresh wave of
killings includes .the murder ol
several people whose only
crime apparently was watching
1 television drama perceived
bv Inkatha supporters as bi-
(1sed against the organisation.

In the East Rand, clashes
belween ANC supporters and
pro-Inkatha residents of hos-
tels for migrant workers took a
more ominous turn when mili-
tant ANC youth warned that
their leaders' failure to close
lhe hostels has made them
unwelcome i their town-
ships.

Mandela has to address
these concerns and provide
[urther insights into the im-
plementation of his develop-
ment programme. His sup-
porters may have given him
the traditional period of grace
while he settles into office, but
‘hey will want to be wooed
with more tangible change if
they are to maintain their
commitment to the ANC.

address.
An appreciation
Sir, Please accepl our

heartfelt gratitude and the
warmest felicitation for pub-
lishing the news on conta-
minated water being supplied
by WASA on 7th August under

the headline "WASA  supplies
1 tontaminated water.” And you
have not rest satisfled just by
publishing the news. Like a
real pioneering national daily.
you have again made up a
follow-up news in the issue of

Inddnessed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

9th  August under the head
liwe "WASA vel to respond Lo
their plight" with an appealing
photograph.

You have really played the
role of a pioneer in the hews
media. Probably, this is the
reason why people love and
read "The Daily Star” and its
circulation is on the increase.

We the inhabitants of
Baddanagar Lane are deeply
indebted to you for your phi-
lanthropic approach through
news item which has not only

cerned ministerial authority:
und that is why the WASA au-
thority came out with press
statement regrelting inconve-
nierce caused to the people
aned thereby accepting their
own follies. "

Thanking yvou once again,
lor your deep concern about
the people. we hope youy will
continye to play the similar pi-
oneering role in future so that
olhers may take lesson from
}T'Ill_

Md Shujauddirn
Baddanagar Lane. Dhaka- 1205

CELP of the Open
University
=ir, | was delighted to lear:
frimm iriends that the Open

English to ielecast on BTV
BO1. indeeed deserves thanks
froan all for taking this step
which we needed most in the
perspective of the present-day
demand. For, all of us know
that in English. written or
spoken, the Bangladeshis are

lagging behind 1n comparison
with the people of our neich
bouring countries

Gut it is regrettable that
the standard of the CELI

Programme is very low For ihe
first time while | was watching

the programme on TV. | was
really confused whether it was
ain educational pProgramine or
justi mere plaving ol oA drama
episode!

AR :'lrt'f"' calt tal | |
areric= bored the lcarners in

Sl il e | [1gt Lthern

Wil suggeslt the FMOE] a0 bion

T diid thore  lesso1nl Ndate
rial. The Bt authorny must
ol lorgel thal  every nunute ol
the BTV telecasting 1 pre
cious, It would he better Lo

engage an innovative, profes
sional and experienced pro

ducer for this tmportant pro
PTrATTIETLE
Ve rna Hug
Shicnitinagar, Dhakd
Kyushu

Hir. | stayved months hire
e [ I [ Wi [llf'“"l“ﬁ I N
Ryuushu | lake exceplion o d
sl week|y arw e saving L hat
naluralised Koreans in | Hids
produced porcelain lor export
M a1 Kurearn irti=24dns welde
Lrought as POW o Japan loi

. official anitouncement, sending  lind universal favour with ANC  serious implications. More | prove black living conditions. Unily." says Prolessor Welsh ARLENE GETZ (s southern
shudders through the financial  supporters, it had the desired than 100,000 workers have The ANC's Reconstruction [t 15 not clear if 1t is a coali Ajrica correspondent J_f‘"
markets while government cffecl on the white-dominated downed tcmlg since Mandela and Development Programme. tion which agrees on Comimaornl Australia’'s ‘Sydney Morning
spokesimen. denied knowledge business community: a survey took office lor reasons ranging an nbitious blueprint to build policies and doesn’t oriticise Heraled,

= —
rese S . - - = . y ; ; § 11 T, -

| ' _ : ; ; stirred the adminnstration of  University has latmiched a new i b shape op the programme thedr shodis 'I“'t‘“ld..ﬁuﬁﬂy

Letters for- publication in these columns should be L WASA bul also the con-  progranime un  Spoker e lorm loss dramatiza-  reparded as slaves. The ruler

ruled. Euro demand occurred
after 1950 The learned author
opens with hitchhiking which
s rever a proper achivily In
lapan as in Euro-US: where |
was raised and groomed, as in
lapan rémote villages are ve
well served by Inexpensive
transportation We seem (O
nake diligent efforts to con-
form to Jap's unique social
code, [or example, open urina-
tion by a roadway is acceptable
under pressure in Hokkaido,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
Nara but  hitehhiking
NEVER
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