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Hasina goes to
Chandpur tomorrow

Awami League Presiden:
and Leader of (the Oppositien
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
will go o « nandpur Lomorrow
to visit the spot of the launch

disaster and meet the mem
bers of the vk tims [amilies
repaorts |INB

Razzak, Delwar

L w Ly
visit ailing Rouf MP

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
accompanied by Chiel Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain lasi
night visited ailing Abdur Roul!
the BNP MP from Kushtia. now
under treatment at the Sub-
rawardy Hospital They stayed
for sometime with him and

enquired about his health
reports BSS

ROK team arrives

A leur-member Korear
youth velunicers team arrive
Dhaka vesterday evening frou.
Seoul. a Korean embassy press
release saxl, reporis HSS

Meet on Padma
bridge

MEHERPUR. Aug 26 Spea
kers al a discussion meeting
here today degnanded ihe
construction of a bridge over
the Padma river o link greater
Khuina and Bansal with Dhak.
The meeiing decided 1o formn
action commitiers in Mhuln
and Barisal divissons to realise
the demand. reports [UNE
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2nd Buriganga Bridge
- construction begins

KERANIGAN.J. Aug 26. Pri

Minisier Begum Khaleda
Zia todlay imaugurated the con-
siruction work ol the secoiud
Buricanga Bridge on the south-
ern side ol the river at Zinzira
reports [INB.

Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman had laid the l[ounda-
tion of the bridge on February
Goin 1981 al Babu Bazar side in
thie capital

(1 her wav to Zinzira in the
ifternoon, the Prime Minister
lered ‘munajat’ in front of the
loundation stone seeking di-

LR RY:

vine hlessings for continued
pedace progress and prosperily
of 1he country.

The 304 metre long and
70.6 mmetre wide bridge with
iour lanes over the river
iuriganga will connect ihe

southern end ol the capital city
wilhh three thanas — Kerani-
gan] Nowahganj and Dohar.

The bridge would not only
save time but also reduce the
risk of river crossing by boat of
nearly four lakh people of a
vast area on the other side of
the river, who earn their
ivelihood working in the capi-
tal

The entire lunding of the
Tk 133.5 crore project will he
mel from domeslic resources
utilising local expertise. The
bridge is expecied (o be com:
plete by Februarv, 1998,

Addressing the inaugural
tunction. the Prime Minister
said it's a very lrappy day for
the people of the area as their
long-cherished dream of a
bridge is soon to be fulfilled.

About [linancing of the
bridge, Begum Zia said she was

very glad that it has been ar-,

ranged from local resources.
"This is a succeess of Lthe BNP.”

But® she added. the

Opposition sees such success
of ihe BNF as failure becanse
when in power thev could not
fullil (he aspirations of the
people. "And while in the
Opposition. they also have not
been able to give anything to
the people. They do not have
any specific programme for
the development of the coun-
lry.”

‘The BNFP helieves in
politics of

Lhe
production. devel-
oprment and wellare of the
people.” Begum Zia said and
listed the development pro-
grammes of her government
which has gradually strengih-
ened the national economy.
‘Peuple have now realised the
effectiveness of a nationalists
party.”

The independence of 1he
countrv. achieved at the cost of

lot ol blood. depends
See Padge 12 Col 6
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Khaleda urges
Opposition to
return to JS

KERANIGANJ (Dhaka)., Aug
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today made an ap-
peal lo the Opposition to re-
turn to Parliament for carrying
forward the on-going demo-
cratic process, reports UNB.
‘Come, join the next ses-
sion of Parliament and seek
solution of the problegns of the
people and the country
through discussion to advance

26:

the democralic process.,’ she -

saicl in her appeal to the
Opposition.
Prime Minister was ad-

dressing a huge gathering in
the atternoon al Zinzira on the
barsk of the Buriganga across
Lhe city where she inaugurated
lhe construction work of a
second bridge over the river.
A number of ministers.
state ministers, MPs and local
leaders were present on the
OCCasion.
Begdum Zia,

however, ac-

® cused the Opposition of in-

Sec Page 12 Col 2
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Ctg oil & Semutang gas

Negotiations with two
cos begin today

By Sharier Khan

MNegotiations with two for-
eifn companies begin today {or
exploration of eil in Chittagong
region and development of the
Semutang gas field, sources
said.

The Cairm PLC of Scotland
and the Holland Sea Search of
the Netherlands — already
permitted to explore oil and
gas in the Bay of Bengal near
Cox's Bazar-Sandwip region —
had earlier jointly placed be-
fore the government a produc-
tion-sharing contract {PSC) {or
exploration in Chittagong re-
gion.

Sources said that the com-
panies might propose to the
government to develop the
Semutang gas field and supnly
Lthe natural resources through
the Chittagong-Bakhrabad gas
line. This would help meet the
growing gas demand in the

immediate future.

The Semutang gas field. lo-
cated in the Chittagong Hiil
Tracts, has four wells, drilled a
decade ago. but it had not been
developed for commercial
utilisation, the sources said.

It is estimated that the
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Semutang field has a reserve of |

nearly one trillion cubic feer of
natural gas.

The negotiating teams
would comprise officials of the
Cairn and Holland Sea Search
and those from the Petro-
bangla and the Ministry of

Energy and Mineral Resources..

The Cairn and Holland Sea
Search would begin seismic
survey inm the Bay from
November, the sources added.

Meanwhile. a US company
— Occidental — with whicli the
government initialled a con

See Page 12 Col 7

Flood wuters have submerged an 1iron bridge in Malipara village under Sonargaon thana in Naravangam district.

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

A caretaker govt by nature can't

ensure fair polls: Saifur

Finance Minister M Sailur
K.hman vesterday decried the
Oppositvon demand lor a care
taker government saying that
it wis not an appropriate way
democracy
reports BSS.

Speaking al a seminar on
Towards Good Governance in
Bangladesh. organised by the
Bangladesh Institute of Ad
ministration and Management
(BIAM) at the BCS Adminis-
tration Academy in the capital,
Lhie minister said a
carelaker government by
nature was a weak governmenl
arndd as such it could not ensure
free andd fair elections.

e answer to the issue as
how (o transier power and
form the future governments
lies ih strengthening of the
Election Commission, the [i
nance minister said

He said because of its weak

1o institutionalise

in the countr

[N arcCe

nature, a caretaker govern
meni could not check money
powes 1 1he electoral process

nor it cowld prevendt post elec-
tion horse trading

The linance minister said
that constitution ol parliament
lorm of government was one ol
the good things the people had
achieved. But he expressed his
anguish over the political situa

tion about how to transfer
power and hold future elec
Lons.

He said political uncertainty
neutralises the good works of
the eseni government for
more investment and expan-
sion of trade and commerce

The [inance minister sug
gested that the peoliticians
shonld engaged themselves in
dialogue and discussions
amceng themselves to over.
come the current impasse.

The Minister ol State for
Planning Dr Abdul Mayeen
Khan also spoke on the occa
SHOT

Presided over by the
Director General ol the BCS
[Administration)] Academy
Fazle Hasan Yusuf, the seminar
was addressed by the chairman
ol Board ol I||L}‘51|11t~[|[ (BO1)
Mokammel Huq and convenor

ol BIAM Shahidul Alam

He said since politics was
aimed ai delivering services to
the people (he politicians
must rise above their self-
secking interests to engage
themselves in the service of
Lthe people and building the
country on a sound footing

About the theme of the
seminar, the linance minister
said without good policies and
good adminisiration, the con
cept of good governance would
remain a lar cn,

He said mission-driven ad
ministration with accountabil
ity and
law and harmonious judiciary
process were the important
lactors 1o ensure good goves

transparency. rule ol

NAMNCE in ANy sockely

He non- Lransparency
meant corruption and decried
it as a lethal weapon endanger
ing our society and disrupting
the demaocratic process as well
4% Lhe free market economy

About the long and cumber
somé¢ bureaucratic and judi

See Page 12 Col 7
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Army major

suspected ot

killing wife
By Staff Correspondent
Abdul Halim. a serving ma-

in the Bangladesh Army
has been accused ol murdering
his wile

Halim s wile
Begum., 35, died at the
Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) Monday last of severe
head injuries. Initially. it was
reported that she was attacked
by some intruders who broke

Jual

Rasheda

into their Shaheed Mainul
Road residence inside the
Cantonment early Monday

morning. She was rushed to
the CMH in eritical condition
and later expired

Halitm, who had lodged a
case with the Cantonment po-
saying that the robbers
nat attacked Rasheda with an
after she raised an
alarm, 1s now suspected ol hav
ing killed his wile

Ollicer in-charge of
Cantonmer thana Shahidullah
Khan who took up the invesu
gation soon discovered certain
clues which pointed the finger

See Page 12 Col 7
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haratiya Janata Party (BJP) flee baton-wielding police

vesterday in the Andher suburb of Bombay after the youths stoned buses during a one-day
general strike called by the BJP to protest the assassination of its Bombay leader Ramdas

Nayak Thursday

AFP photo

strike in Bo'mbayﬁ

BOMBAY., Auy 26 Hindus
stoned buses and trains 1mla\r
to  enforce a general strike In
Bombay protesiing the killing

of 1 Hindu nationalist politi
citan. and 52 injuries were re
ported. reports AP

e Bharativa Janata Party
the largest opposition group in
India s Parliament. joined Shiv
Sena the Bombay-based
Hindu radical group. to an-
nounce and enforce the sirike

lraflic in Bombay., India's
busy flinancial centre. was
much lighter than normal dur
ing the moming and evening
rush hours

Fifty -one
by

buses were dam
Hindus throwing
the United News of
India news agency reported
Other mobs hit many trains
with stones and slopped ser
qr some lines by lying on
the tracks and pulling down
railroad signs. Press
India news agency

.lur*rt
slones

L]

electirie

Trust ol
Seihi |

Police said 32 people were

arrested for attacking govern
e Fage 12 Cal 4

Sayedabad water plant

Tech evaluation of bids
to be completed soon

By Staff Correspondent

The technical evaluation of
the bids for the Tk 400 crore
Sayedabad water treatment
pland is likely to be completed
by the end of this month, ac-
cording to concerned sources.

After the technical evalua-
tion. the financial evaluation is
expected to take place by the
middle of September.

The implementation of the
plant will help partially solve
Lthe problem of water supply
shortage in the city, sources
said.

The plant will have a capac-
ity of supplying 50 imperial
million gallons per day (IMGD)
of water.

Of the total cost of the
plant, the French government
is providing 153 million francs

while the rest is being pro-
vided by the World Bank.
According Lo sources,

three bids have been made for
the 50 IMGD plant. Only com-
panies having experience ol

Sex, violence in Indian

building 50 IMGD plants took
part in the tender. Some
quarters were trying to lower
the prequalification criteria to
25 IMGD.

But as the authorities felt
that the plant should have
high quality and durability. the
criteria was fixed at 50 IMGD

To ensure a sound bid eval
uation, the authorities had
also decided to change its pre
vious evaluation rules of open
ing the financial offers of the
bidders 10 days after the
technical evaluation.

Sources said that since 10
days were not enough te eval-
uate the technical offers. the
opening of financial offers
within 10 days could influence
the techmnical evaluation in
favour of the lowest bidder.

Upon this consideration,
the authorities had finally de
cided to open the financial oi-
fers only after the technical
evaluation was over.

movies to be curbed

NEW DELHI. Aug 26: India's
censors, cracking down ‘on in-
creasing sex and violence in
movies. have banned pelvic gy
rations. double-entendres, fi
ghis with chains and stabbings
in  films, the government
announced. reports Reuter

Informmation and Broadca-
sting Minister K P Singh Deo
spelt out the new censorship
rules in parliament on Thurs-
day alter government-appoin-
led censors reported frequent
breaches of censorship guide-
lines in the world's biggest
movie industry.

Indian films must be ap-
proved by the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) be-
lore being publicly screened.
Singh Deo told parliament in a
statement on Thursday the
CBFC objected to scenes of vio-
lence, particularly those invol-
ving places of worship. hospi-
tals or orphanages

Violent scenes involving
belts, chains or animals were
also considered unpalatable, he
said

Singh Deo added that the
board also c¢onsiders vulgar
"Selectively exposing women s
anatomy such as breasts. elea-
vage. thighs, navel in song and
dance numbers. through sug
gestive and flimsy dresses,
movements, and zooming par
ticularly in close shots.”

The government has been
facing protests over increa
sed levels of sex and violence
in films. 1t recently asked the
board to redefine its deflinition
of vulgaritv. Last month filin
stars protested against the
move.

India’'s censors have yet Lo
clear a critically-acclaimed
movie, Bandit Queen, by Shek
har Kapur. The film, which has
already been screened abroad,
depicts violence and rape
scenes.

Unlike most Indian movies
however, Bandit Queen is not
punctuated by songs and
dances., where sexuality and
suggestiveness are common.

A recent fAlm song title

See Page 12 Col 5

Pak nuclear threat

NEW DELHI. Aug 26: India
will consider deployment ol
conventional or non-conven
tlonal weapons on its border
with Pakistan to meet the
threat posed by Islamabad's
nuclear weapons programme a
government minister said (o
day. reports AP

Both nations have foughi
three wars, two of them over
disputed Kashmir. and wesi
ern nations believe India and
Fakistan can launch a nuclear
WHT

Pakiptan s nuclear (hreat
and the claim by its lormer
Frime Minister Nawaz Shanl
that Pakistan has a nuclear
bomb will be raised by India at
all dnternational meetings, said
Junior Foreign Minister
Salman Khursheed in
Parliament

he Times of

India news

India vows proper
response

paper quoted Prime Minisier P
V Narasimha Rao as telling his
governing party lawmakers
that India's defences we. e
strong enough to take care ol
any bomb threat from Pakistan

Although the Pakistai gov
ernment has denied Shiariis
claim. the issue irked lawniuk
ers in India's Parliamen!

“If the safety and security of
India require deploymeni ol
conventional and non-conven

tional weapons, we will do it,
Khursheed said.

In a television interview on
Wednesday, Khursheed said
india has kept “its Inuclear)
option open in terms ol secu
rity and that is the reason why
we did not sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferatiagn Treaty. But
we've never claimed we have
the bomb.”
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Nazrul's death
anniversary
today

By Staff Correspondent

The 18th anniversary ol the
death of national poet K.oii
Nazrul Islam will be observes
today throuchout the country

Various socio-cultural or-
ganisations have taken up elab-
aorale  programines Lo pay
tribute to the poet who is
popularly known as the 'rebel
poel

Fhe programmes include
laying wreaths at the mazar of
the poet inside the Dhaka
University HTPUS milad
mahtfil. Quran khwini. discus
sion on the life and works of
the poetl. recitation of his po
ems, session ol Nazsul sonpgs
ind staging of plays written by
the poer

e Nazrul Institute wil
piace wreaths at the mazar ol
the poet in the morning. In

Liie eventng a discussion mwet

ing and cultural programme
See Page 12 (ol 7
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Seven more bodies
tound: Launch
vet to be traced
From Our Correspondont
i.:Lh"'-l'li-l | & .Hl.'l.'_ _":." b ol ' ol
more bochies were fonnd i the
river Mechna raising the nun
ber of the August 20 launch
disaster victims recovered so
far tp 29
The swoller Mlles | 1wy
WOkt and IIFETL W EFRE
found near the Puralan Bazar
groin area. s=everal handred
yards away from the spol
Lllf'.‘tl authinrities feribedd
identifv the hloated bodies
A six-dav hunt of a com
bined salvage team ftailed 1o
trace the sunker launch M

Drinar which capsized
swirlingg waler with niearly 250

passengers on board

Three vy leains aix
BIWTA teams, fire servic
river police and hundreds ol
volunteers have been taking

part in the rescue operation
Meanwhile, a tour-member
inguiry comunities vl @y
atartedd an
the launch disaster

ALCWC discusses
. 'Dhaka siege'
programme

The Awami League central

Iinvesugalion i

working committee {ALCWC(C!
yesierday bedan discussion on
its planned Dhaka siege on
September 10 to press lor
election under neutral care

ltaker government reporis
LINDB.

The meeting chatred by
Sheikh Hasina was adjourned
at @ pn till 1030 am today

A party press release said

the meeting discussed the on
going agfitation 1o the
demand lor the resignation ol
the BNP governnien! and for a
caretaker

rf‘;qt'."%r"

government Lo su

pervise next parliammentary
polis

The meeting condoled the

death of Roushan Ali MP and

olher party leaders and work
ers who died recenth

It also expressed condo
lences f{on who were
killed in the Chandpur launch
disasier

Suranjit again
poised to join
Awami League
By Staff ( 'nr'n-:a;m;rlﬂﬂ
the lone

i Party. is
il set o

L 'y

suranjit Senguapla
MP ol the Ganatam
ONCe again
jin the Awami League

This IRCTE asingly
apparent lodowing vesterday s

s o e

|'lll'|. ol 114

meeting o the central com
mitteg ol  Sengupta s partly
where he repoctedly told his
colleagues that he was con

templating pitc hing his politi

cal future with the AL. which
he coiisiders i natural
choice

When contacred over Lele
phone Bst night Seagupla ad

mitted having intimated his
CGanatantri Party comrades
yvesterday ol his intentien (o

Switch parties

He
have
whiv =

however added I will
hald more discus
decining o elaborate

Sec Page |2 Col B
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