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Japanese Boat Purchase Case

Ershad says he won't

engage a lawyer

Hearing in the Special
Judge s Court trying former
H M Ershad-for cor-

ruption in what is known as
the "Japanese Reliel Boat
Purchase Case” continued yes-
terday amidst a statemenl by
the accused thal hencelorth he
would not engage any lawyer
to defend him in the case. re-

ports BSS.
When the court was about to
resume ils prececdings yes-

terday morning Ershad steod
up and sought the chair's
permission to.make a siate-
ment.

Public Prosecutor Abdur
Razzak Khan took the floor to -
protest some utterances by the
former dictator anl said the
accused should submit his
views through his lawyer and
not make any .political state-
“ment. -

Ershad and -a Japanese na-
tional K Inoyama are the ac-
cused in the case relating to
the acceptance of the second-
lowest bid by the Marubeni
Corporation for procuring
boats under a Japanese debt
relief grant. thereby cau
the State to suffer a loss o
about Taka 33 crore.”

During Lhe hearing. Senior
Special and Sessions Judge
Abdus Salam said that what-
ever the accused had to sgy. he

both

musfl express
by him;luﬂf or through his
lawvyer.

Khandaker Mahbub Hussain,
chief counsel for Ershad, said

his client was in power for |

nine years but his bail petition
could not be heard even in

three and a half years.

Ershad. in his oral state-
ment, said that six benches of
the High Court had expresseq
their embarrassment (o hear
his bail prayer.

. Judge Salam, mnmmng
on the observations made by
Ershad and his counsel,
said there was no point in nar-
rating the happenings of the
High Court before a subordi-
nate court.

Public Prosecutor Razzak
Khan said that despite the ac-
cused's decisipn not to engage
any lawyer. the law would take
its own course. He said "We
were in the midst of a criminal
case when the proceedings
were going on normally with
the defence cross-examining

- prosecution witness number

in Wﬂlll“ either |

|

Japanese Prime Minister Tnmnmh: Hl.l.rij'llll.l {LJ nnd President of the Philippines Fidel
Ramos topst champagne goblets during a state hlnqu-t at the Malacanang Palace yes-
terday. :

Diana denies |
affairs, plans

legal action

LONDON, Aug 23: Britain's
tabloid newspapers, revelling

Judgcﬁulnm said the pro- in a scandal surrounding Prin-

ceedings of the case would

continue, but it would be held
in Lthe court of the  First
Additional Sessions Judge.
Dhaka who would [ix the next
date of the trial.

Froin P; % Col 7
SEVET! DErsois, m uding a po-
lice: constable. were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital with splinter wounds
from exploding cocktails,
hospital sources said.

The violence broke oul at
around 3:40 pm when police
intercepted a group of female
supporters of the JP who tried
to break the police cordon at
the Panthapath to reach the
rally venue,

When the news of the po-
lice interception spread in the
arcas, agitated JP supporters
attacked the police deployed
at the SAARC Fountain near
Sonargaon Hotel. They threw
stones and bricks and also
hurled handbombs at police
who then resorted to firing
leargas shells.

The whole area turned into
a4 virtual battlefield. The vio-
lence continued Jor nearly
three hours till dusk.

Al one stage the JP activists
started breaking the boundary
wall of the Sonargaon Hotel
They also attacked the Chitta-
gong-bound inter-city {train
Purabi Express and the
Dhaka-bound mail train Issa
Khan at the Sonargaon level-
crossing.

The engines and several
compartments of both trains
were badly damaged. The dam-
aged engine of the Purabi was

rr:- laced by a new one before it
t for Chittagong later. Train

service remained suspended
for nearly four hours tll 7:30
pm due to the incidents,
Railway sources said,

It could not be known how
many, il any, passengers and
Railway stafl were injured in

Police yet to nab
alleged killers
of Alam, Sohel

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Aug 23:
Local leaders of Deobhogh area
at a press conference here to-
day alleged that the 'killers' of
Shamsul Alamn and Mohammad
Sohel were threatening the
relatives of the victims.

Alam and Sohel were killed

in an intra-party clash during a
programme in observance of
the death anniversary of Shei-
kh Muijib. -

., Addressing the news con-
ference at a ‘local hotel, Ali
Asgar Badal, uncle of Shoel ac-
cused the Nazma-Shamim fae-
tion of the AL of killing Alam
and Sohel, both belonging to
the Jahangir-Kamal group, in a
planped way.

Alam's brother Selim and
.Sohel's widow Sufia said police
had not yet arrested anybody
in connection with the murder
cases. They alleged that the
killers were moving scot-free
and threatening them to with-
draw the cases,

~JP programme

From Page | Col 5

the Panthapath in the city.

yesterday.

Other programmes include:
A "Caretaker Government Day”
on August 30 with countrywide
demonstrations and a central
rally at the Baitul Mukarram
Square; demonstralions at the
"upazila™ level on Sepiember 7
and at the district headquar-
ters and four metropolitan ci-
ties on September 8, and a
torch procession in the capi-
tal, on the eve of the "Dhaka

Siege”.

termed yesterday's govern-
ment action to foil the Pantha-
path rally as “undemocratic

illegal”, alleging that it

mﬂywﬂmﬂmp—ﬂy’-

"worst autocratic mentality.”

.odical ins

Earlier, Mizan Chumdhury-

JP supporters, pohoe

the incident.

When the situation slightly
improved a group of JP leaders
including acting party chief
Mizan Chowdhury reached the
venue of the scheduled rally
and briefly addressed, without
the help of loudspeakers., a
small number of party sup-
porters and journalists on duty
there. The JP leaders went
there riding a Pajero jeep.

“This is the worst form of
autocracy,” Mizan Chowdhury
told the journalists. He also

~announced a hall-day [6 am to

12 noon) hartal for today and
urged party auppurtern to
make it a success.

The acting JP chief was ac-
companied by Kazi Zafar
Ahmed, Sirajul Hossain Khan.
Sardar Amjad Hossain, party
Secretary General Khaledur
Rahman Tito, city unijt presi
dent Col [retd)] M A Malek,
Razia Fayez, Syed Tarek and
sotwe aolher leaders.

Moudud Ahmed came from
the Farmgate area in another

jeep and addressed a group of *

party workers near Kawran
Bazar. He saild that the anti-
governmenlt *agitation would
continue unti! the ruling party
accepied the demand for a
caretaker government for
holding general elections.

*Moudud claimed that the
unity of the three gpajor oppo-
sition parties in Parliamenit
would last till their goal is
achieved.

Sources in different city ar
eas said that unruly penpl:
damaged vehicles in the
evening following the violence
in Kawran Bazar areas,

Suicide 1n city
By DMCH Correspondent

Farida Hossain, 35, a
housewife committed suicide
at her residence at East Rayer
Bazar in the city early yester-
day. Dhanmondi police said
Farida hanged hersell with the
ceiling fan in a room at 114
East Rayer Bazar sometimes

between Manday midnight and
3 ain yesterclay.

Apprentlces
Fraom Page 1 Coel 4
coinddingly
A number of commillees

constitated with (he represen-
tatives of the government, the
employers; Lthe workers and
Lthe NGOs scrutinised the draft
and [inalised it.

Some regulations of the
draft law stipulate that the re-
cruitment of apprentices for
the industrial units will be
made by tripartite committees
formed with the representa-
tives of the government, the
employers and the workers.

Besides practical training,
| the apprentices will be pro-
vided with theoretical knowl-
edge about the vocation under
curricula prepared by the au-
thorities. The Bureau of
Manpower will conduct peri-
pections ‘of the in-
dustries or factories to moni-
tor the training proframmes.
Certificates will be given to the
apprentices aﬁer the examina-

. Hons.

Duration of the apprentice-
ship period will be determined
as per rules to be framed un-
der the Act. The training pé-
riod will vary from trade to
trade. The authorities have al-
ready listed 130 trades for
such training programmes and
the number is likely to in-
crease further,

The employers will also get
benefits from the government
for arranging training for the
workers. These may include
reimbursement of 50 per cent
of the allowances of workers by
government, income tax reliel
to a cegtain limit and exemp-
tion of Customs duties f[or

equipment used for training

cess Diana, today gave their
opinions of her denials that
she had made nuisance
telephone calls to a millionaire
art dealer, reports Reuter.

"t doesn't ring true, Di°
proclaimed the top-selling Sun
in a banner headline across
two of its inside pages.

The rival Daily Mirror asked
"if Dididn't do it. who did?”

A Sundgy newspaper re-
ported thal anonymous iiui-

sqance calls to art dealer Oliver
Hoare had been traced lo the
private lines of the Princess,
the estranged wife of heir to
the British throne Prince
Charles.

Hoare is a close friend of
Diana and her estranged hus-
band.

The Princess denied the

'‘Teport in an interview pub-

lished on 'Monday in the daily
Mail.

She told reporter Richard
Kay it could not be true as
some of the calls were re-
ported to have n made
when her diary sHowed she
was occupied elsewhere.

Rival newspapers said de-
spite strenuous efforts, they
had failed to confirm the alibis
the Princess gave.

The Sun invited readers to
call in to register their views
in a telephone poll on the
question: "ls she telling
porkies?” (cockney rhyming
slang for lies).

The Today newspaper de-
¢ laretl: "You're on your own,

lie Times said Diana was

considering taking legal action

over press allegations.

“"The Princess will consult
bord Mishcon.- here law}ﬂ:r. in
the next few days.” it said.
Miscon declined comment.

— AFP photo

"Mother-child fortnight'

.. from tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The national Mother and
Child Survival Fortnight begins
tomorrow across the country
with a promise Lo save some
eight’ lakh children and 28
thousand mothers from early
death.

During the I'annighl a spe-
cial drive would be launched
to raise the level of awareness
among the people about the
mother and child health care.

Some . eight lakh children
under one year of age would be
immunised with measles vac-
cines while another 51 lakh
would be given vitamin-A cap-
siyles,

During all

the fortnight,

pregnant mothers would also

be immunised and an esti-

mated 11 lakh school chil-

dren would be given tablets for
eradication of intestinal wor-
ms. P
Besidés, some 79 lakh mo-
thers would be made aware of
the benefits of breastfeeding,
family planning and the use of
iodised salt and oral re-
hydration saline.

Speaking at a press confer-

-ence in the capital on this oc-

casion, Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf called upon
the health ofessionals and
service delivery . personnel to
generate health consciousness
and make health facilities
available to the cémmon man.
He mentioned Bangladesh's

EJ.

e

achievement in the expanded
programme of immunisation
(EPl) and oral rehydration
treatment (ORT) but pointed
out that the rate of mother and
child death was still very Ingh.
: uty Minister for Heaith
and Family Welfare Serajul

Haque. Director General of

Health Prof M Nurunnabi,

Director General of Family .

Planning Muhammad Kam-
ruzgzaman Chowdhury, WHO
representative in Bangladesh
Wit Jac

Khan also spoke al the press
conference. :
Director of different health

ts under the Health and
Family Welfare Ministry were

. present.

The Deputy Minister poin-
ted out that maternal mor-
tality in Bangladesh was 150
times that of any developed
country,

Every vear, between B85 to
90 children out of every 1000
live births die in the country.
he said. .

Serajul Haque said 11 pro-
grammes have been laken up
in observance of the Mother
and Child Survival Fortnight to
boost EPl acceptance rate 1o
80 per cenl.

Serajul Hague apprectat:d
the role of the UNICEF. World
Health Drgamsaunu (WHO] and
the World Bank regarding ob-
servance of the fortnight.

Hc,allh and Family Welfare Minister (‘hnwdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf (R) speaking at a press conference on the
launching ef the 'Mother and Child Health Fortnight 94 at
the EPI conference room at Mahakhali in the city yesterday.
Also seen are Deputy Minister for Health and Family

Welfare
Representative Wit Jak Sono.

Mohammad Sirajul

and WHO
— Star photo

Hagq (C)

Sono and UNICEF:
representative Dr Dilwar Al

Student leaders
from Sylhet
meet PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday asked
her party and student workers
to strengthen the organisa-
| tions by proper utilisation of
peopie’'s support to the party.
reports UNB.

"You have to acquaint the
people with the development
works implemented by the
government.” she said.

Begum Zia was addressing
the newly elecied members of

the student unions of different
colleges and the Sylhet Shah-
jalal University of Science and
Technology. who made a
courtesy call on her at her
Hare Road office last night.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman. Edueation Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar, DUCSU VP
Amanullah Aman MP, BNP
central leader Haris Chowd-
hury, Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
leaders also spoke.

Gear up one-point

agitation: Hasina

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the people to gear up the one-
point agitation to force the
government to resign, reports
UNB.

She was addressing a group

of people from Kurigram who
recently deserted the Jatlya
Party and expressed alle-
giance to the Awami League
leadership at her official resi-
dence in the afternoon.
' Thé Awami League chief
told the newcomers that the
objective of the current agita-
tion against the government
was to ensure the voting right
of the people and safeguard
democracy.

Making a dig at the ruling
party she said the BNP does
not want elections under a
caretaker
wants to cling to power and
make money through corrup-
tion and abuse of power. :

“Rly track on JMB

From Page 1 Col 4

MP, Syed Abul Hossain. MP,
Acting Mission Chiel of the
World Bank Sayed Rana, Van
der Linden and high officials
participated in the dialogue.

- Linden disclosed the ADB's
position on the rail-track over

to a question from Prof
Rehman Sobhan. Executive
Chairman of the Centre and
moderator at the dialogue.

use of a metre gauge line over
the bridge at a time when
trans-national railways would
become inevitable for regional
development.

Sayed Rana said the World
Bank is also studying the pos-
sibility of financing the instal-
lation of rail-track over the
Jamuna bridge. The issue of
broad gauge , rail-line would
also_be taken into considera-
tion, he added.

Rana also said the Bank
would also look into the matter
of financing (rans-national
railways for regional develop-
mernt.

Emphaaiaing the need for a
huge investment for making
the Bangladesh Railway com-
mercially viable, Col (Retd) Oli
said the Railway sector needs
complete overhauling as most
of the engines and coaches are
outdated.

The donor agencies are not,
however, giving any support to
this sector as they made the
support conditional to making
certain changes in the opera-

/

the minjster said.

'Stalemate hurtmg investment flow'

From Page 1 Col 3
sireets.”

The US Ambassador said.
"Without commenting on the
merits of the demands, one
can see the cost of the contin-
uing deadlock on the agenda
for economic reform and in-
vestment. The political stale-
mate has costs for the invest-
ment ¢limate and the willing-
ness of both Bangladeshis and
fnrclgn-érs to commit their
funds.”

Merrill said, "The lack of
consensus makes il more diffi-
cult for the government to
carry out essential economic
policy reforms for fear of criti-
cism,” and added, "One would
hope for some arrangement
that would permit important
economic measures (o move
forward.”

He posed a question: "What
can the US government do to
help increase investor cunfi-
dence and foster more rﬂre:gn
- investment?”

Merrill. who read a written
text. then added: "First. we
continue to encéurage the gov-
ernment and the Opposition to
engage in a more productive
dialogue. We believe this is

essential to resolving the cur-

rent crisis.” -

He stated that the next
critical ingredient of investor
interest in Bangladesh is a
stipportive policy environment
along free inarket lines.

The Ambassador said the
US goveriuuent, since the in-
dependence ol Bangladesh, has
been working for economic

| growth and pnvertjr alleviation.

"We are continuing our long

» mnent that

" medium-terim

terin work in agriculture, agri-
business, flinancial and indus-
trial productivity, along with
population and health.”

As long term programmes
start to succeed and the peo-
ple’s incomes go up. "This

purchasing power will ulti-
mately provide the stimulus to
domestic and foreign invest-
will overcome the

rar |

David N Morrill

obstacles,” the
envoy observed.

Merrill expressed the hope
that the technical assistance to
the banking sector and in
commercial law reform pro-
vided by his country "will help
the Bangladesh authorities put
in place the underpinnings of
enforceable contracts and
Iransparent procedures for
getting business done.”

The US Ambassador ob-
served that Bangladesh can be
proud of its economic accom-
plishments since the early

1970's which, he said,” were
largely atiributable to several
sound policies applied over a
suslained period.
"Macro-economic stability

. has been achicved. Inflation is

very low, exports and remit-
lances are up, the regular bud-
gel is in surplus. and reserves
stand at US 2.8 billion dollars

— five limes the amﬂunt a few
years ago.’

Observing that Haugladesh
is now virtually self-sufficient
in rice production, Merrill
pointed out that the reasons
for increased food harvest
were mainly due to privatisa-
tion of [ertiliser distribiition
and increased water pump

sales.

“Food production is keeping
up with the population growth,
as well. This is no accident,"
he said and added: "Bangladesh
is an emerging success story in
family planning due to the wise
policies implemented over the
lasl twenty years."”

The Ambassador, however,
stated that there was no room
for complacency as Bangladesh
will still have some 225 mil-
lion people by the middle of
the next century .

"What life would have been
like if these food and popula
tion successes™had not been
achieved?” Merrill asked.

"We could be talking about
famine teday. as people did
here 50 years agp, instead of
having the luxury to talk ahnut
political dialogue.”

Merrill said that both do-
mestic and foreign investment
were hampered by inadequate
infrastructure. such as power,

- the

teiecummunicatinns roads and
rail transport,
few."

He also pointed to labour

productivity. which "is low be-
cause of overstaffing., inade-

quate training ol workers, and
lack of modern tech-
niques.” _

He mentioned that bureau-
cratic red tape made the
essentials of doing business "a
real headache."

"Getting government ap-
proval takes too long. The
Board of Investment may be a
‘one-stop shop' but it some-
times can be a long siop.”

Ambassador Merrill said
policies related to a more lib-
eral trade regime and a revised
duty struciure, promoting pri-
vate sector, stimulating foreign
trade and privatising ineffi-
cient public sector enterprises
were heginning to create a
foundation for much higher
econiomic growth in Bangla-
desh. However, he suggested
that the foundation should be
built "on sustained implemen-
tation,” as was the case with
the food and population poli-
cies.

The US Ambassador. whop
has had a long career with the
LISAID and has served in vari-
0115 South East Asian countries,
observed: "The truly preventive
long-term work already ac-
complished shows what can be
done in Bangladesh if the will
Is there. _

“Bangladesh truly has the
potential to become an eco-
nomic success in this region, if
the policy reforms are com-
pleted and implemented.”

"to mention a

government. It

the Jamuna bridge in response,

Linden was a:kbd about the
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Nigerian court rules

against govt order

Fﬂdﬂifﬂl&'ﬂkdwmm

dissolving
ship of the main striking oil umion. judicial officials said. Thc
m,tlitlry government in Nigeria last week announced it was
dissolving the leadership of the National Union of Petrpleum
and Natural Gas workers (UNPENG] and replacing it with a
milttary administrator. reports AFP

France, Germany appeal
i Serbia to control border
BORDEAUX, France, Aug 23: France and Germany today
appealed to Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic to allow

effective

international controls

on Serbia's border with

Bosnia. German Foreign -Minister Klaus Kinkel and French
counterpart Alain Juppe issued a joint declaration to Milose-
vic "To accept an eflective international control on the bor-
ders with Bosnia-Herzegovina, reports AFP.

Russia to compensate
victims of Bolshevism

MOSCOW, Aug 23: The Ru-
ssian government on Tuesday
defended its decision Lo
compensate victims of Soviet
political repression for their
seized property, which eafned
immediate criticism as ill-
conceived and insufficient,
reporis AP.

The government s order.
which was released on Mon-
day, offered a maximum com-
pensation of about 2 million
rubles (about dlrs 1.000) to
former Soviets. foreigners or
their children. whose property
was sequestered on the te-
rritory of 'present-day Russia
since the 1917 Bolshevik revo-
lution,

The government relused to
return any nationalised prop-
erty. s&uch as land. palaces.

Sunken launch
From Page 1 Col 3

Laxmipur district. some 50
kilometers soutlr of Chandpur,

But the contrel room al
Laxmipur later informed the
Chandpur district Administra-
tion that a search party which
had been sent to the Dua-

nighat area could not locate
any of the bodies.
Local people in the area

believed they were swept away
further downstream by heavy
currenits before the search
party arrived.

One of Dewan's nephews
was an Ansar on duty on board
the sunken launch while the
other was working as a can-
teen boy un the same vessel,
- Dewan alse said that among
the corpses he had found a
female body. wearing gold or-
naments and “"mehendi”
(henna) on her hands.

- Meanwhile, officials in
Chandpur said three decom-
posed bodies were found float-
ing on the river Tuesday. The
bodies of two males and a fe-

. male, were brought to Chand-

pur thana by an engine boal.

Three days after the disas-
ter. relatives of the missing
people were searching for the
bodies of their dear and near
ones along the river banks
stretching frﬂm Chandpur to
Rarngarij.

The IWTA rescue vessels
Hamza. backed by at  least
three gearch vessels, contin-
ued the search for the ill-fated
MV Dinar-2.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Chandpur and the Divisional
Commissioner of Chittagong
are monitoring the situation.

mansions and factories. thus
turning down possible claims
of ithe ancestors of wealthy
Russian noblemen and indus-
trialists.

'Passing this decision was

of an immense political impor-
tance.” said Deputy Justice
Minister Anatoly Stepanov. "]
think people understand that
the government's posasibilities
are limited.”
*+ Stepanov sald the govern-
ment planned to spend 750
billion rubles (dirs 347 mil-
lion) this year lo compeénsate
the wvicti or their families.
He had n'::igurt on the overall
cost of the measure.

"We are not considering the
return ol natiopalised prop-
erty.” Stepanov told a news
conference. "Every country has
its own approach.”

Caning
From Page | Col 5
President Zainur Zakaria.

"It is not possible to differ-
entiate such victims from cul-
prits and it is unfair 10 propose
such a harsh punishment on
the women.” Zainur told the
Associated Press. The Bar
Council is an association of
lawyers in Malaysia.

At present, illegal immi-
grants are deported. Caning,
done on bare buttocks, is re-
served only for male drug ad-
dicts and men convicted of
kidnapping or armed robbery.
The lash often breaks the skin
antd leaves scars.

The propeosed law also
evoked protest because caning
is believed to endanger the re-
prodictive system of women.

l .

BSB's target
From Page 1 Col 7
manpower, but have intro-
duced commercial operation,”
the MD 'said. "This will in-
crease our profitability. Our

aim will be to pay the staff of
the BSB from the commercial

operation. Later, we will also

start commercial operations in
our Rajshahi, Chittagong and
Khulna offices.”

Chairman ol BSB. AT M
Alamgir MP, also present at
the press briefing said the DFI
Is free of all political Influence
in 1ts sanctioning of loans.

Hewever. he later added
that a large number of BSB

- loanees belong the Jativa Party

and the Awami League or are
supporters of these two par-
lies.

tional aspects of the Railway.’

Announcement

The Baily Star special supplement
on 'Banking' will be published
tomorrow, Thursday, August 25,
1994. This eight-page special will
include exclusive interviewswith
Finance Minister M Saifur

Rahman, Governor of Bangladesh
Bank Khorshed Alam, write-ups
by MDs of different banks and

Banking.

special reports by
Star staffers and specialists in

The Daily

Therefore, tomorrow's Daily Star
will be a 20-page issue at the
normal price of Tk. 5 only.

Ask the hawker for your copy
tomorrow.

Management
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