DHAKA WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 1994

BRIEFRY

Salvadorean jail riots claim 13:

Thirteen people were killed and 30 injured in two separate
prison riots sparked by discontent over living conditions,
officials said on Monday, AFP reports from San Salvador.

Three people died in clashes at La Union Prison that lies
183 kilometers (114 miles) southeast of the capital on
Monday That uprising came on the heels of a weekend upris-
ing in a San Salvador jail that killed 10 and injured 23.

Guatemalan rebels kill 3: cuatemaian

leftist rebels are believed to have killed two soldiers and one
civillan in three separate attacks in the western Solola
Province, the army said on Monday. Reuter reports from
Guaternala City. '

Guerillas allegedly from the Guatemalan National
Revolutjonary Unit (URNG) attacked a military base in Chupol,
early Monday killing the two soldiers and wounding ten
others, army spokeswoman Edith Vargas said.
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Abacha appoints army, navy chiefs:
Nigeria's military ruler General Sani Abacha on Monday
appointed new army and navy chiefs, an official statement
safd. Reuter reports from Abuja. .

It said Brigadier-General Alwali Kazir, commander of the
First Division, was named chief of army staff and Commodore
Mike Akhgbe, flag officer commanding the eastern naval
command, was appointed chiel of naval stafl.

Japan recognises Rwanda govt:
The Japanese government said on Tuesday it is recognising
the new Rwanda government, established last month after
bitier internal warring, AP reports from Tokyo.

Foreign Minister Yohei Kono told a news conference that
Japan's ambassador to Kenya, Ginko Sato, will send a letter to
Rwandan Foreign Minister Jean-Marie Vianney Ndagijimana

to laud the establishment of a new Rwandan government.

Poland, NATO jt manoeuvre in Sept:
The first joint military manoeuvres being held jn Warsaw next
inonth as part of NATO's Partnership for Peace programme
will include 600 soldiers from 13 countries. the Polish
Defence Ministry announced on Monday. AFP reports from
Warsaw.

The manoeuvres, code-named "Cooperative Bridge 94" and
taking place between September 12-16 in a training field in
Biedrusko, in western Poland, will focus mainly on joint exer-
cises in the framework of international peace missions that
would be carried out by the North Atlantic Treaty

Organisation (NATO).
fire: rires have

Java forests razed

razed a total of 13.421 hectares (33.149 acres) of forest in
central Java since the beginning of the year, a press report
said yesterday, reports AFP from Jakarta

The Kompas daily quoted a spokesman for the central Java
unit of the state-owned forestry company Inhutani as saying
that fires since June accounted for over 750 hectares (1,853
acres) of burnt forestis.

2 cops shot in New York subway:

Two police officers and a bystander were shot in a crowded
subway station on Monday when police from different
agencies ended up firing at each other during an arrest,
officials said, AP reports from New York.

Two uniformed Transit Authority officers were working
the mezzanine of the subway station at Lexington.Avenue and
53rd Street in midtown Manhattan. Four plainclothes officers
were on a different platform working a pickpocket detail.

1,118

Hong Kong narcotics agents have seized 1.118 kilograms
(2,460 pounds] of cannabis worth about 67 million Hong
Kong dollars (8.59 million US) — the t haul in two
years. a government spokesman said yesterday, AFP reports
from Hong Kong.

The cannabis was reportedly found on a deserted beach on
outlying Lantau Island late Monday, the spokesman said.

SwedishwomanheldinBangkomzﬁ

Swedish woman has been.arrested at Bangkok's infernat
airport and charged with trafficking 7.8 kilograms (17.2
pounds) of heroin. police said yesterday, AFP reports from

Eva K Carolina Johnson, 29, was arrested on Saturday
while waiting to board a Swiss air flight to Zurich, police said.
The heroin was found in a false compartment in her suitcase.

Guanqdong lice arrests 60,000
Authorities in one south China province have arrested more

than 60,000 people in a month-long crackdown on drugs
gambling and prostitution, a China-backed Hong Kong daily
said on Tuesday. AP reports from Hong Kong.

Police ungovered about 6.500 vice-related cases during the
crackdown in Guangdong, which borders Hong Kong and is
one of China's fastest growing provinces, Wen Wei Po said.

4gmfor Lenin's statue:
A Z2-year-old man was sen to four years in prison and
fined 75 million roubles (about 35,000 dollars) on Monday for
blowing up a bronze statue of Viadimir Lenin, a news agency
reported, AP says from Moscow.

- A court in Viadikavkaz. the capital of Russia's strife-torn
North Ossetia , found Vliadimir Lenin guilty of vandal-
ism for destroying the nearly 50-year-old monument in the
centre of the city. Interfax said

' ™ ']
Murayama in Manila: rrime vinister
Tomiichi Murayama arrived in Manila on Tuesday on the [irst
leg of a four-nation Asian tour marked by controversy over
Japan's wartime accountability, AP reports from Manila.
President Fidel Ramos was to hold welcoming ceremonies
at Mailcanang Palace, and later the Japanese leader was to
visit the shrine of the Philippine national hero Joe Rizal
Murayama was also to meet with Senate President Edgardo

Angara and House Speaker Jose de Venecia and attend a stale
dinner hosted by Ramos.

Israel arrests 12 Hamas men:
Israeli forces have arrested 12 Palestinians accused
of belonging to the militant Islamic group Hamas, the army
said on Monday, AP reports from Jerusalem.

They were seized in Sunday night raids in two villages near
the town of Jenin in the northern West Bank. an army state-
mnt said It did not specify any charges against the men.

Argentine assembly
approves new

kg of cannabis seized in HK:

Opposition demands withdrawal “
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of Indian troops from Somalia

NEW DELHI. Aug 23: The
Indian apposition today de-
manded the immediate with-
drawal of Indian troops serving
with the UN peacekeeping
force in Somalia. following the
killing of seven soldiers a day
earlier, reports AFF.

Members of three opposi-
tion parties in parliament also
urged Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao to convene an
all-party meeting to decide if
the Indian army should con-
tinue to be in Somalia.

Vijay Kumar Malhotra of the
main opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP], said the
5.000-strong Indian contin-
gent. the largest in Somalia,
should be called back.

He was supported by Dig-
vijay Singh and Inder Kumar
Gujral of the rival factions of
the centrist Janata Dal and E
Balanadan ol the Communist

Parly of India (Marxist).
The opposition demand

followed the death of seven .

Indian soldiers and injuries to
eight others in an ambush on
Monday in the central Somal
village of Burleego, :

Somali gunmen firing mor-
tar and anti-aircraft weapons
slaged the attack, taking to
106 the number of UN peace-
keepers killed in Somalia
since May 1993.

An Indian Defence Ministry
spokesman said the troops

fought back "with great valour,"
and reinforcements which
rushed to the scene destroyed
one of the attackers' armed
vehicles and captured another.

Balanadan said the Indian
army should have never been
sent to Somalia. "It was done
lo aid the American designs,"

Gujral, a former foreign
minister, said the Indian sol-
diers had died for a cause
about which "we have doubts. |
cannot understand why India
contributed troops in an area

* where the country has no vital

interests.”

Two members of the ruling
Congress (I) Party, however,
defended the Indian decision
to send soldiers to Somalia.

Earlier, an Indian Defence
Ministry official - expressed
"deep concern” over the
killing of the soldiers. He said:
"The attack is a matter of
alarm and deep concern to us."

Meanwhile, at the United
Nations, the Security Council

and Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali condemned the
attack as "treacherous and
cowardly.”

" Boutros-Ghalli said in a

" statement the attack was de-

plorable because the UN ‘was
carrying out a mandate: to’
"assist the Somalis in re-estab-
lishing their political institu-
tions and achieving peace: and
stabilit:

Security Council Pressident

Yuli Vorontsov of Russia told .

reporters members had been
stunned by the news and that
they "condemn this aciion in
the strongest way." W =

Somalis said they susspected

Aideed’'s Habre Gedir militia--

men were behind the a mbush
on the Indians.

Ha_hre Gedir forces have Iﬁ

recent weeks seizedd several .

southern and centr:il areas of
Somalia including i ‘he port of

- Merca and the remote outpost

of Belet Huen, where they cap-
turgd a company of Zimbab-
wean soldiers and killed one of
them.

-

Two supporters of an independent candidate in the Syrian

he char_gw_ed. :

_________
.......
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general elections for the Council of the People,
Mouhammed Zarkali, set up a banner showing his name
on Monday in Damascus. The elections will be held
August 24-25. At the rear is a banner showing a portrait of

Syrian President Assad.

— AFP photo

Lankan politicians ordered |

to surrender illegal arms

COLOMBO, Aug 23: Sri
Lanka's new government under
Prime Minister Chandrika
Kumaratunga moved today to
disarm politicians who had
been issued with weapons by
the E;Eﬂous administration,
reports AFP.

The State Minister for
Defence in a statement said it
would consider an amnesty for
those who surrender firearms,
but politicians detected with
illegal weapons would be pros-
ecuted under the penal code.

Security sources said police
had already launched a house-
to-house search for illegal ar-
maments in areas where there
was violence in the run-up to
last week's parliamentary
election won by Kumaratunga's
People's Alliance party.

The previous United
Nationai Party administration
had given thousands of auto-

matic rifles to its members
during an anti-government
uprising in 1988 and most of
the guns were not returned
after the rebellion was crushed
in 1990.

Before the election,
Chandrika's People's Alliance
and political allies accused the
governing United National
Party of using these weapons
to intimidate their political
OppOnNents.

Twenty-four people were
killed in street fighting in the

t month before the election that

brought Chandrika to power
and ousted the United National

Party for the first time in 17
Vears

From 1987 to 1990, the
government anmned politicidns
with pistols, rifles and shot-
guns to help protect them
from People's 'Liberation Front

radical trying to topple the
government.

However, earlier attempts

to retrieve the:se weapons have
falled, the offic ials said.

The Sociunlist Peoples'
Alliance has j)ledged to end
ethnic violence in the country
by helding unesnditional talks
with the Tamil rebels who

have been fighting for a sepa-
rate homeland for 11 years.

Lankan minister
VOWS tO solve
refugee problem

within one year

COLOMBO, Aug 23: Sri
Lanka's new Rehabilitation
Minister Mohamet] Ashraff said
on Monday he planned to work
himself out of his job by ensur-
ing that there would be no
more refugees in the island
within one vyear. reports
Reuter. '

"My policy is to abolish this
ministry as early as possible,”
he iold his first news confer-
ence alter his Muslim Con-
gress and its ally. the People's
Alliance, won a narrow victory
in last week's general election.

PRD will form govt in Chiapas

if ruling party wins polls

SAN CRISTOBAL De Las
Casas, Mexico. Aug 23;
Opposition leaders in a restive
southern state say they will
set up a rival local government
if official results confirm a win
for the ruling party, reports
AP.

Election in Chiapas state. a
poor region the government
fought armed rebels earlier
this year, coincided with
Sunday's nation vote for
President and the legislature.

Preliminary results in
Chiapas gave wide lead to
Eduard Robledo Rincon the
Institutional Revolutionary
Party’s candidate for governor,
With 45 per cent of precincts

counted, Robledo was leading

with 49.1 per cent of the vote
o 31.5 per cent for Amado
Avendano Figuera of the leftist
Democratic Revolution Party
or PRD,

But if the official results
don’'t give him victory,
Avendano will call a popular

assemnbly Lo replace the state

Congress, write a new slate
constitution and call new

clections, his wife and party
leaders said.

. On Sunday. the PRD will
launch demonstirations and
other acts of civil disobedi-
ence Lhrough December 8, the

day. the governor-elect takes
office. Avendano's wife

Conception Villalerte said.

Avendano. 60. was unable to

campaign after being hurt at
traffic crash last month. and
Villaferte took over for Lim.

Rampant rigging
in Mexican
polls alleged

MEXICO CITY. Aug 23:
Mexican and foreign observers
said vote fraud and trregulari-
ties, especially in rural areas,
tainted Ernesto Zedillo's ap-
parent presidential victory,
reports AP. )

A coalition of some 380
non-partisan Mexican organi-
sations monitoring the vote
said there were “serious irreg-
ularities” in a subsiantial num-
ber of places.

dillo won the election.
However, we have elements to
suspect how he won the elec-
tion.” sald Serglo Aguayo. a
leader of Civic Alllance, Mex-
ico's largest electoral mon-
itoring coalition.

Election workers permitted
people to vote more than once
in 8 per cent of the polls, ac-
cording to Alliance observers
at 731 polls, Aguayo said.

Avendano has aligned him-
sell with the rebel Zapatista
National Liberation Army and
its demands for democracy.
justice and improved social
services, especially for the
state’'s impoverished Indian
peasants party leaders said.
~ There was no immediate
response from the armed
rebels. who promised to

 withdraw into the mountains

and stay out of the way on elec-
tion day — though they have
called for widespread civil
disobedience to protest any
electoral fraud.

Domingo Lopez Angel,
Federal ty candidate for
the PRD, told a rally in the
plaza that the state election
were wracked by widespread
fraud. :

"We have to defend our
vote! yes or no?” he asked the
crowd of more than 1,000

“Yes.” the crowd shouted
back.

Although many Mexicans
say Sunday's elections were
fairer than past ballots, thou-
sands of in Chiapas
were prevented from voting.

A nationwide shortage ol
absentee ballols was
acute in Chiapas because many
peasants were displaced

4 dissidents held

in Myanmar

YANGON, Myanmar, Aug 23:
Four people, including three
prominent critics  of
Myanmar’'s military junta, have
been arrested on charges of
having links with rebel groups
and giving false, anti-govern-
ment information to foreign
media and diplomats. an offi-
cial newspaper reported
Tuesday, says AP.

The Myanmar Ahlin Daily
reported that opposition
politician Khin Maung Swe,
writer San San-Nwe, and jour-
nalist Sein Hla Ol were impli-
cated by a dental surgeon who
was caught with anti -govern-
ment pamphlets in his luggage

on his way from Yangon to
Bangkok on July 2.
The newspaper said the

three were members of the
National League for Demo-

cracy, the opposition party
that won a landslide victory in
a 1990 general election but
was prevented by’ the junta
from assuming power.
Amnesty International
called on Myanmar authorities
two weeks ago to make known
the whereabouts of the three
dissidents. provide them with
internationally = recongised
conditions 'of detention and
either press criminal charges
ag.iinst them or rele :
. The newspaper ‘:33::\ -
rests were sparked by the
seizure of pamphlets from
denta! surgeon Khin Zaw Win,

Youth eats 9,500 peppers to

hero had In the past gulped down 510 bean
seeds, swallowed 35 eggs in 15mmdn,catena_klhgmmu{

None of these feats won him fame.

grown the world’'s longest moustache and
treetop for weeks on end and walked back-
wards to be recognised as achiévers.

The erstwhile royal family of Jaipur state is credited by the
publishers' as staging the world's most expensive wedding,
Jaipur's Dowager princess, Maharani Gayatri Devi, is also
recognised as holding the largest margin in a parliamentary
election. :

Men Ekissing men
| in public banned
. ANKARA: The Turkish town of Adana has banned men

kissing other men in public, on the grounds that it is not
very sanitary — although other mixes of kisses are deemed all

right, reports Reuter.

“It is unhygienic for two men to bring their cheeks to-
Eether in Adana’'s summer heat of 40 degrees (104
ahrenheit),” said Zeki Eker, an official at Adana municipal-
ity in southern Turkey, on Monday. “Just imagine what could
happen with all that sweat. Besides. it is against our reli-
gion.” |
2 :;eoph i Muslim Turkey traditionally kiss friends
ther sex on cheek ' in greeting and men embracing or
holding hands is a common sight.

Eker said the municipality had put of posters to to
boost the . started in January when the mnrn? re-
fused to kiss male wellwishers during his pre-election
rounds. ;

“Such kissing was banned as a result of that campaign We
don’t interfere with womén kissing women or men and
women kissing.” Eker said. without explaining how this com-
bination avoided the effects of the summer heat.

Therapy on wheels for
the time-starved

NEW YOKR: You've heard of the one-hour photo and dry
cleaning services, of manicurists and hairstylists who attend
the too-busy at home. Add to that therapy on the run for
those without the hour to spend on a couch. reports AP

In a telling example of 1990s time-starved living, a new
service set up by two New York psychologists offers therapy
in a van — anywhere.

Clients can buckle up and talk about themselves to a
trained psychologist while a chauffeur drives them to and
from work, around the block. even en route to the airport or
a business appointment.

The practice now has 40 clients. four vans and a staff or

six traimed in therapy ranging from Gestalt to cognitive
behavioral, said Shelly Lenox, one of the founders.

Susan Anderson, a client since Mobile Psycholigical
Service PC hit the road in April, is the perfect candidate.

A single mother with two yeung children and a fast-paced
job as a merchandising director in the apparel industry, she

was struggling through a divorce.
“Therapy was important and beneficial but | didnt have

the time anymore,” said Anderson. who leaves home in a
New York suburb at 7 a.m and returns at 8 p.m

| The “NATO Tower” long-time Braunlage landmark goes

____________

down to shatter on the ground after explosive devices were
détonated within the building on Monday. The former US
watch-tower was constructed in 1972 but has not been in
use for the past three years. — AFP photo
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Menem t'o run for re-election
rext year Meports AP.
The vole by a show of hands,

MANILA. Aug 23: The
perennial debate about just
how many people the planet
can support has gol more
heated as government leaders.
demographers and activists
prepare to gather in Cairo for a
big international conference
on population next month, re-
portis IPS,

On one side are Lthe neo-
Majthusians who believe that
even the optimistic forecast of
8.7 billion human population
by the year 2030 will put so
much pressure on resources
and natural systems that the
viability of the earth's bio-
sphere will be irreversibly un-
dermined .

Conservative economisis_

scofl at this apocalyptic vision
and say there is nothing to
worry about. They nt to
falling birth rates as
& sign Lhal pepulation growth
will soon stabilise and even if it
does not, scientists will find

Perennial debate on

ways to produce more food.

The peopulation versus re-
sources debate is as old as
history. but some say the pre-
sent academic impasse has al-
fected decision-making and
delayed intervention when it is
needed most urgently.

"Here is a nightmare for
democratic politics: what ac-
tion to take on vital questions
where experts disagree vio-
lently,” writes Nathan Keyfitz
of the Austria-based Intern-
ational Institute for Applied

For academics, the debate
ahead of Caire boils down not
only to mechanisms to control
buman over-breeding, but wh-
ether we are over-breeding in
the first place. What is the
optimum number of humans,
and are we reaching the limit
i g

This debate is made more

complicated because of socio-
religious issues like global

'’how many people the planet can support’

inequalities, over-consump-
tion. contraception and wo-
men's rights, and how they
affect growth in the first place.

By taken just the planet's
carrying capacity as a key de-
terminant, those who warn of"
fishless seas. larger ozone
holes, sea level rise,
holocaust and water famines
make a persuasive argument by
simply pointing to the enwvi-
ronmental degradation of the
earth's poor, overcrowded re-
glons and the effects of afflu-
ence on the biosphere.

Food production worldwide
needs to grow Lhree times In
the next 50 years to keep up
with population h. But
global food production per
capita stopped growing in the
1980s and grain harvests have
actually been shrinking since.

For whistle-blowers like
Lester Brown of the Wash-

ington-based Worldwatch

institute, the signs are omi-

TIOUS.

In nearly all 80 countries
where food production Is
falling. populations are rising
‘Even in agriculturally ad-
vanded nations, there just isn't
much more farmers can do.”
Brown says.

The scenario looks scariest
in Asia where population is
growing faster than the pro-
duction of its staple crop. rice.
According to the food and

Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
two out of every three children
in south Asia are underweight
because they are hungry.

In absolute numbers there
are already twice as many hun-
gry and undernourished chil-
dren in India, Bangladesh.
Nepal and Pakistan than in the
whole of Alrica.

"The spectre of famine has
not touched the Asian conti-
nent in the way it has blighted
Africa. but we ignore the
warnings at our peril.” Peter

lisher of the United Nations
Enviromment Programme'
(UNEP) told a recent confer-
ence on feod production here.
The last time mass starva-

tion threatened south Asia 20
years ago, scientists came up
with miracle “green revolu-
tion” grain seeds that starved
off famine. But newer hybrids
and genetically-altered super
rice will not be ready for at

least another ten years.

Says Mahbub Hossain of the -

Philippine-based International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI),
‘the re-emergence of the food
crisis in south Asia is a real
possibility uniess rice research
succeeds in making a break-
through in high-ylelding vari-
eties.” :

Dt demographers might
add. if nothing is done to bring
down population growth rates
there, Asia already has 3.3 bil-
llon people — sixty per cent of
the world total. At present

Russians fire
warning shots at

rates. it will hit five billion by
the year 2025.

In population conferences
in Bucharest in 1974 and
Mexico City in 1984, third
world leaders forcefully put
deve t ahead of birth
control. Today, the roles are

""ﬂ.‘:?'mm countries
momentum are strongly push-
ing birth control. Population
increage, they argue, is retard-
ing development gains that are
needed to lpwer births.
Ironically, it is the conser-

vative economist who is now
putting ecomomic growth

ahead of population. Fulfilling
the unmet need for contracep-

Eul is where ity
comes in: 15 per cenmt the
world's is earning

79 per cent of its Income.

Japanese boats

VLADIVOSTOK. Russia, Aug
23: A Russian patrol boat fired
shots at three Japa-

- warning
nese fishing vessels in Russia's

Far East on Tuesday. one week
after a fisherman was
wounded in another border
incitlent. reports AP.

The Japanese boats turmed
back ulter the shots were fi-
recd. the ITAR-Tass news agen-
cy reported, quoting officials
with the Pacific Border Dis-
triet.

Russia has remm ac-
cused Japanese of
poaching in Russian waters,
particularly near the Kuril

The over the |s-

lands. which



