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Aussie grip slackens

VICTORIA. Aug
22: English &nd
Canadian swimm-
rrs loosened the
Australian strang-
lehold on Comm-
| : | onwealth Games
W“‘ swimming on Su-
' R nday. with three
record-breaking wins against
the odds. reports Reuter.
England's backstroke pros-
pect Adam Ruckwood broke
his own British mark and the
Games record in the 200
metres. grabbing the lead in
the final length to win in 1wao
minutes 0,79 seconds.
“There's always a bit of
needling between FEngland,
Canada and the Aussies and
it's nine to get one over on
the Aussies.” said Ruckwood,
20 next month.
Canada's Kevin Draxinger.
who retired from swimming

|

l

_ after the race to start medical

college on Monday, added sil-
ver to the bronze he gained at
the last Games in Auckland.
He clocked 2:02.1, with
Scott Miller of Australia,
favourite to add to the gold he
won in the 100 butterfly on
Saturday, third in 2:02. 43.
Stephen Clarke earned

Canada's eagerly-awaited first

swimming gold and avenged
his narrow defeat by Miller on
Saturday, when he touched
~ahead of Australia's Chris
Fydller in the 100 metres
freestyle.

'l was up late last night
thinking abut what might have
been,” Clarke said, adding he
went more steadily in the first
20 metres to avoid burning
himself out as he had done in
/ o the butterfly.

’- Clarke said the whole team

had breathed a sigh of relief .

after his win.

"We knew the ‘Aussies had-

the dominant team.” he said.
"But now we've got one back
we can perhaps just relax a
bit,” he added.

Clarke's time of 50.21 was
a Canadian record. Fyldler, sil-
ver medalist in Auckland,
clocked 50.15, with defending
champion Andrew Baildon of
Australia third in 50.71.

The last gold to elude the
Australians went to England in
the women's 4x100m freestyle
relay. where Karen Pickerking.
gold medalist on Friday in the
individual event, made up
nearly a second over the last
50 metres to beat the
Australian favourites. =

"l stretched out my stroke
in the last 50. Over the las! few
strokes | could not wait to
touch thé wall," Pickering said.

The team, spearheaded by
Susan Relph and with Alex
Bennett and Claire Huddart
swimming the middle legs,
finished in a Games record
3:46.23, breaking the British
record too.

“It's good just to keep
showing the Australians they
are not unbeatable,” a giccful
F‘I: lu.-rking added.

But the Australian women
proved invincible i the 400m
[reestyle and 100m back-
stroke, winning gold and silver
in both. Hayley Lewis. under
pressure to do well after a five-
gold haul in Auckland, came

home in 4:12.56, ahead of
compatriot Stacey Gartrell in
4:13.06.

"I lost count of the number
of people asking me back

home if [ was going to get an-.

other five." the Olympic silver
medalist said.

Defending champion Nicole
Stevenson pulled out all the
stops in the backstroke to win
in 1:02.68 from lane one.

Skevenson managed only
seventh fastest in the heats,
making the final by just 0.2 of a
second. "That scared me a lit-
tle so | decided to take: it out
from the start, " she said.

Elli Overton, added silver to
the medley gold she won on
Friday. linishing in 1:02.90.

England’'s successful night
was capped by bronzes in both
races with Katharine Osher
coming home in 1:03.27 in
the backstroke and Sarah
Hardcastle finishing in 4:13. 29
in the 400m free.

Hardcastle, who won the ti-
tle in Edinburgh eight years
ago, was persuaded to make a
comeback by her finance and
said she was delighted with
the medal but disappointed
with her time well down on
her Games record 4:07.68,

On Saturday, Canada’s Curlis
Myden swam himself into a
[aint in an abortive attempt to
loosen Australia's grip on
Commonwealth swimming.

But the buoyant Australians
still won all five finals, boosting
their gold medal tally to nine
out of 10 after two days of
Games competition.

Myden. who led the: 400
metres individual medley until
the last, gasping 25 metres,
collapsed during the medal
ceremony and had to be car-
ried away on a stretcher after
the anthem.

Matthew Dunn won in a
Commonwealth record four
minutes 17.01 seconds, with
Myden second in 4:17.73.

"My head was a bit buzzy.
When | was getting my medal,
I was getting kind of blurry.”
Myden said later, He said he
had been examined and would
be fit lor the 200 medley on
Wednesday. '"Maybe [ just went
off too fast,” he added.

Dunn said he had almost
given up with Myden so far
ahead. "It was just head down
and go for it. Evtryt.hing was
hurting at that sla,gc

The women's 200 metres

.breastsiroke also proved a

sparkling race with Samantha
Riley, finishing 0.77 of a sec’
ond outside the werld record
held by compatriot Rebecca
Brown, who Ttrailed home sec-
ond.

Riley swam the third {astest
time ever with 2:25.53 to set
a Games record. s

* Hong Kong

But a tearful Brown. said
she had tensed up before the
rqace. and was bitterly disap-
pointed. "1 did not think-my
stroke was right al any time
during the race.” she said.

Riley and then Brown had
already broken the Games
record during the morning
heats.

Riley said 8he would like to
go even' faster at the World
Championships in Rome next
month. "But I'm not making
any world record predictions.”

In the men's 100 metres .

butterfly. Scott Miller edged
out Canada's Stephen Clarke,
finishing in 54.39 against
54.45 for Clarke. .

Miller's fine performarice
came just three weeks after a
bout of chicken pox.

The Women's 200 freestyle
proved a slow race by compar-
ison, Favourite Susan O'Neill
won in 2:00.86 to make up lor
a disappointing fifth place in
Friday's 100 race.

Teammate Nicole Steven-

son was second and Friday's.

gold medalist Karen Pickering
of England third.

'l came in today with high
hopes, but, | did not have my
usual kick over the last 25 me-
tres,” Pickering said.

But the final race of the
night did produce another
record-breaking time, with the
Australian 4X200 metres relay
team clocking 7:20.80 to bet-
ter their performance in
Auckland four years ago.

The win meant a second
gold for Dunn and for world
1.500 metres record holder
Kieren Perkins, who won the
200 metres freestyle on Friday.

New Zealand, whose an-
chorman Danyon Loader al-
most caught Perkins in the last
25 metres, were second in
7:21.67 and England third in
7:26.19,

MEDALS TABLE

Commonwealth Games
medals table after-the third
day of competition on Sunday
(tabulated gold, si]‘ver
brongze):
Australia
Canada
England
New Zealand
India, _

Nigeria

Sri Lanka
Northern Ireland
Scotland
Malaysia

Wales .

Pakistan

Cyprus
Guernsey

19
17

10

South Africa
Zimbabwe

Note: Disabled medals are
not included. _

No silver or bronze medals
awarded in the men's pairs
running. target shooting event,
no bronze awarded in women's
50-km team cycling time trial
and women's 4X200 freestyle

swimming.
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Engllsh shuttlers reign

VICTORIA. Aug
22: England ma-
j in-tained their

unbeaten record

i1 Common -

' wealth Games
leam badminton
[Victoria 94 when they defea-
1ex! Malax sia 3*? in the final on
Sunday. reports Reuter,

It was their fifth gold medal
since the event was introduced
in Edmonton in 197B.

As expected, the outcome
depended on the mixed dou-
‘bles after Malaysia won both

Sidek. it seemed England
were already halfway to the top
oMhe rostrum.

But Malaysia fought their
way back into the match. tak-

. ing a tense second game 18-

16.
The decider was strewn
with errors, with Ponting for a

" time unable to serve in court

and Sidek also showing her

nerves with a string of mis-
takes. But in the end the reli-
able and at times brilliant Tan
also succumbed and was unable
lo prevent the inevitable.
Ponting summoned up a fi-

disposing of Peter Knewles 156-
8. 15-5 to, give Malaysia an
early lead.

Then Jo Muggeridge
achieved a crucial result for
England when she fought back
from 3-8 down in the second
game to beat Wai Leng Lee 11-
2. 11-B.

Soon Kit Cheah and Beng
Kiang Soo overcame some
lough first game resistance

from big-hitting Simoén Archer

and Chris Hunt in the men's
doubles to make it 2-1, enly
for Olympic women's doubles
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clocking 2:00.79.,

VICTORIA. Aug 22: The
Commonwealth Games organ-
isers apologised on Sunday for
raising a wrong coloured
Nigerian flag at a medals cer-
emony for wrestling champion
Jacob 1saac, reports Reuter.

Isaac, who won the 48 kg
freestyle event on Saturday for
Nigeria's first gold of the
Games, looked stunned as a

national flag with the wrong

shade of green was raised at
the awards presentation.
Games spokeswoman Amy
Hart told reporters on Sunday
the flag's background was a
deep forest green background
Instead of bright green. i
"The Nigerians expressed
their concern and we apolo-
gise sincerely,” Hart said.
Hart added that the Games
flags had been supplied by the
Canadian Federal Government
and neot all had been checked.
"We will be checking every
single flag now,” she said.

Shooters open
India’s gold
account

. VICTORIA. Aug 22: Pistol
shooters Jaspal Rana and
Ashok Pandit were bang en
target to provide India with
their first gold medal of the
Commonwealth Games here
yesterday, reports PTI.

Bombay-based veteran
Pandit and ropkie Jaspal Rana,
an 18-year-old Delhi University
sophomore, picked up the
men's pairs centre-fire pistol
gold with a new Games record
of 1,168 points which bettered
the four-year old mark of
Australia’s Philip Adams and
Bruce Quick by three points.

The duo shrugged off indif-
[erent form of the [irst twd
days and withstood mounting
pressure to capture the gold
on the heal's range. Rana. in
fact, kept his nerves intact
over the last five shots after his
pistol malfunctioned in the
duelling round.

The feat of Pandit, an indi-
vidual gold winner in the same
event at Auckland four years
ago. and teenager Rana (a gold
médal winner in the juniors
section of the recent World
Championship at Milan in the
standard pistol event) brought

.
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England&, Adam RutkWﬂDd ::iwe:s 1ntr.n lhe pﬂni at the ﬂtﬂrt ﬂf the men s 200 mel;re
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hackstrnke ﬁnaﬂ durmg the
Commonwealth Games in Victoria on August 21. Ruckwood took the gold medal and also set a new Games record time

COLOGNE, Ger-
many.. Aug 22:
American Dennis
Mitchell put up a
stone wall to qu-
+ =7 estions about his
recenit early morning brawl
with a rival sprinter in a
Zurich hotel lobby after
posting a powerful win at the
Cologne Grand Prix on Sunday,
reports Reuter,

After producing an explo-
sive 100~ metres - victory in
10,13 seconds. Olympic bro-
nze medalist Mitchell said he
would be making no comment
about the reasons. for ex-
changing blows with Nigerian
Olapade Adeniken after Wed-
nesday's Welklasse Grand Prix
meeting.

The flight left blood staimns
on the grey carpet of the
AJhletes’ Nova Par Hotel and
Adeniken with cuts above am
eye which needed stitches.
The Nigerian was unable to
compete in Friday's meeting in
Brussels.

But, while the 28th-year-old
American admitted there had
‘been a fight, he told a press

Y Conference "1 havé been ad-

vised by my associates and the
IAAF (International Amateur
Athletics Federation) not to
make a staternent about what
did happen.

"Things that have been
written -about what | did and

l¢ whal my associates have done

. and about the reasons we

had the confrontation are false

" | said we did not have a
confrentation, | would be lying.
But the things that have been

4~ said about me are false.”

The IAAF, the sport's gov-
erning body, is to investigate
the brawl. A meeting is due to
be held before the:Grand Prix
final in Paris at the start of
next month.

Mitchell seems keen not to
say anything until the IAAF
When : reporters
pressed him further on the
incident at the press confer-
ence, his manager stepped in
to say the sprinter would leave
if the questioning continued.

"~ The Mitchell press confer-
ence provided the only drama
to a meeting which rarely
reached great heights despite
the presence of stars like
Nouredine Morceli, Moses

Mltche]l won't say a word

Kiptanui and top women's
sprinters. Gwen Torrence and
Irina Privalova.

Mitchell was not expected
to lose the 100 metres in the
absence of Britain's Olympic
and world champion Linford
Christie, who is competing at
the Commonwealth Games,
and American world silver

\  DENNIS MITCHELL
mecdalist Andre Cason, who
pulled out of the race at the
last minute because of a family
illness.

But Mitchell was pushed all’
the way [ellow American John
Drummond, who finished sec-
ond in 10.17.

Wearing his regular bright
green outfit, Mitchell was
given a good reception by the
Cologne crowd _d::a_Plt: the

Magnificent
McShane

LONDON, Aug 22: British -

chess. Luke McShane,
10. has become the youfigest
player in the world to aveid
defeat by a Grandmaster, re-
ports Reuter.

Luke, who started playing *

" chess: when he was five, held

Romulad Mainka of Germany,
who is 21, to a six-hour draw
at a competition in London on

Sunday night. :
“It's probably my best ' re-
sult. 1 don't think ['ve ever.

played a Grandmaster in a
long-play tournament btfnr:.
he said.

. American Mark Everett,

— AFP photo

much-publicised furore sur-
rounding the Zurich incident.

The women's 100 was also a
close-run affair with American
Torrence sealing her second
100 metres victory over
Russia's "double. European
sprint champion Privalova in
three days.

Torrence, third over 100
metres at last years' Warld
Championship, was fast out of
her blocks and led Privalova
from the 50-metre mark to
win in 10.95 seconds. Privalova
clocked 11.03 in second place.

Algeria's versatile distance
runner Morceli, the men's
1,500 metres world record
holder, was unable to keep up.
with the pace in the 800 me-
tres and could finish only third
after a brilliant late sprint from
the
199} worid bronze medalist.

Morceli, the 24-year-old
world 1,500 champion who
broke the world record for the
3.000 in Monaco earlier this
month, was hoping to run the
fastest time of the year in the
two-lap race.

South Africa's i
maiden medal

VICTORIA, Aug 22: Willem
Engelbrecht, not even borp

| when South Africa last corn.

peted in the  Commonwes lth

| Games. marked the repu'slic's

return to the fold with 7, rpad
race cycling bronze on iunday,
reports Reuter.

The 32- ycar-uld veteran
carved himself a sm all place in
the record books ‘wshen he be-
came the first Sorath African to
win a medal since the 1958
Cardiff Games, his country's
last appearanc.e,

While Souith Africa on
to the medils table three days
into the 10-day sports festival,
Australia remained top, even
though they falled to dominate
the swimming finals for once.

Classy Canadian Stella
lUmeh won the women's all-
round gymnastics crown while

14 the men's equivalent went to

England’s Neil Thomas.

~ Umeh goes for four individ-
ual apparatus golds today be-
fore retiring from international
competition.

Engelbrecht's third place
was unexpected and .contro-
versial. He was promoted from
fourth after England's Chris
Lillywhite, third in the finish-
ing sprint, was judged to have
jostled Australian rival Grant
Rice.

But there was no disputing
the one-two finish by New
Zealanders Mark Rendell and
Brian Fowler.

Fowler cleverly engineered
his compatriot's escape with
just under two laps of the 182
km race remaining and was
rewarded for his unselfishness
with his third successive
Games silver.

Australian Kathryn Watt won
the women's road race by a 30
seconds margin from Canadian

pair Linda Jackson and Alison
Svydor.

I0C credibility
on the line?

LONDON. Aug 22 : Nine
positive drug tests at the ]| 984
Los Angeles Olympics were
covered up, according to a BBC
television programme. reports
AP.

The drug-testing laboratory
was shut down before the
Games ended and files on the
positive tests were destroyed,
according to two anti-doping
officials interviewed for Mon-
day’'s "On The Line" progra-
mme.

While 12 positive doping
cases were made public earlier

The Algerian, who also
holds the mile world record,
led off the final bend but failed
to respond to Everett, who
burst through on the outside
with Kenyan Joseph Tengelei
with 50 metres to go.

Everett won in one minute
44.36 seconds with Tengelei
second in 1:44.52. Morecelt
took third in 1:44 8 with
Kenya's Olympic champion
William Tanui fourth in
1:44.90.

“It's a bit crazy to run a
5.000 and then to go over B0OO
just a few days later,’ said
Morceli, winner over, 5,000 in
Zurich. "Of ceurse | don’t have
the experience for this event
because the last time 1 ran
over two laps wes in 1991.

Kenyan world steeplechase
champion Kiptanui was up-

' stage by Germany's Olympic

5.000 metres champions
Dieter Baumann in his bid to
regain the 3,000 world record -
from Morceli.

But the Kenyan tired in the
last three laps and newly .
crowned Eurepean champion

- Baumann powered past him on

the home straight to win in
7:3469 second. Kiptanui was

during the Games, nine other
positive tests were allegedly
never acted upon during the
last two days of competition.
Craig Kammerer, identified
as director of the Olympic
testing laboratory at UCLA at
the time of the Games, told
the BBC that five of the nine

tests — which are divided into
A and B samples — showed the

presence .of steroids. The
others showed testosterone
and ephedrine.

"The results were sum-
marised and submitted to the
Internationa! Olympic Commi-
ttee medical commission with
our proof of what the drug
was,” Kammerer said. "We
waited as usual for a reply and
an appointment and schedule
for the opening of the B sam-
ple, but it never came. At the
end of the Games, we had a
whole slew of positives. but no
competitor ever showed up for
a B sample ... We were never
given an explanation of why
nothing was done.”

The allegations were sup-
ported by Arnold Beckett, a
Briton who was a member of
the 10C medical commission.
He was recently d from
the commission after falling
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