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This mngiumer:t,e of agitating Mohammedan supporters and curious pa;urahy ensured
some action at the otherwise inactive Dhaka Stadium arena which was robbed of its usual
share of life yesterday by the sudden cancellation of all Senior Division league matches for a
day by the orgarisers DMFA. Although the DMFA attributed the reason te a piece of elder
brotherly advige from the BFF, the fact of the matter was a hartal called by the foothall fans in
theahdmmmltlmhhkepnlihﬂhnfntum;nw , —Star photo

A day of rest in unrest

ThHe jugger-
naut ef country’'s
nost popular
sporung actuvilLy
lias broken downm
Al

The ongoing Senior Division
football leagues hit a strange
but steady (given thé nature of
the authoritics) snag as yester-
day's all three engagements
including the crucial Premier
encounter between reigning
champions Mohammedan
Sporting Club and star-studded
Muktijoddha Krira Sangsad fell
th !

Not for the first time. the
Dhaka Metropolis Football
Association (DMFA] organisers
of the 1wo-tief leagues — Star
Premier and Star First Divi-
sions — cancelled days all
engagements with as briel ‘and
curt a notice as of six hours
only. The routine explanatory
cliche of 'unavoidable circum-
stances’ was replaced by a no
less unsavoury but queer
phrase — “day's [ixtures have
been cancelled on the advice

of the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF)]. country's
highest governing body for
SOCCer.

The real situation was that
the stadium aréna was brought
to a standstill by the support-
ers of Mohammedan Sporting
Club. who ealled a sirike in
protest of DMFA's alleged ill
ireatmeéni towards their club,

Title aspirantis Mohdfmme-
dans renewed their acrimony
with the DMFA, who slapped
suspensions on (wo of the
three Russian players Guer-
mann Inataev and Vitaly for
their involvement in on-lield
trouble during the violence-
marred match between Moha
mmedans and PWD which
ended in a one-all draw: .

More than 100 people in-

when angry football

Sports Reporter

cluding some cops were in-

jured as violence flared in the

stadiumn and the adjacent areas
fang-
turned-vandals poured the
phials of their wrath sparked
off by some refereeing ‘deci-
sions.

One of the reasons that
irked the black and white sup-
porters was Rafiqul Islam's re-
fusal to stop the match in its
last minute as ace Mohamme-
dan forward Rumman bin Wali
Shabbir lay on the ground
writhing in pain following a
clash with the PWD custodian
t'fr a common ball. After a spell

f flaring tempers [rom Moha-
mmedan players and suppor-
ters which saw the referee

getting beaten up by some of

the Mohammedan players, the *

maich was duly played to iis

conclusion after nearly an

hour's break.

The last part of a turbull:nt
night was enacted on the
sireets adjoining the stadium
arena, which grovelled under
the stamping of the vandals
who set alight bikes and
smashed neon signs and street’
lights.

A six-match ﬂuspcnsiun was
slapped on Vitaly for man-
handling the referee while his
compatriot got a more normal
punitive measure of two match
lay-off for getting involved in a
brawl with a rival player, .°

The punitive measures
against the two Russians and a

crippling injury of their live -

wire and skipper Rumman bin
Wali Shabbir virtually left ‘Mo-
hammedans unfit for a real-
1Istic competition to retain
their title this vear.

The dual loss of the two

Russians, albeit temporary, has
_been far su

perseded by what's
going to be a long absence
from the field of Shabbir, who

is now in Singapore for the
treatment of his injured right
leg. Shabbir will certainly not
return for a while, at least, not
in this season.

The recent bickering be-
tween the DMFA and Moha-
mmedans is in fact a renewal

of an old rancour dating back ,

to thé season's curtain raising
meel, DMFA Cup. From a point
of no return in a procra-
stinated drama of screaming
farce at times, the club-or-
ganisers row was finally pa-
tched up but not before a long
lapse of time.

The old feud has reared its
head again with the stadium
arena reverberating yesterday
with ‘irate Mochammedan fans
chanting, among other things,
death sentence of the DMFA
secretary Kazi Mishu.

Whether the supporters will
undergo a change of hearts
within a day remains a crucial
qur:stmn to the cpmplehun of
this year's league but the DMFA
has planned to go ahead with
the Senior Division leagues
[rom today with the old fixture
supposed o go thmugh a bod-
ily shift. ,

Meanwhile, the Mohamme-
dan supporters, who. taking a
leaf out of the politiclans' book;
clamped a hartal in the sta-
dium arena yesterday, pulled
their horns in attributing the
end of their hartal from today
for the whatl the press release
termeéd as ‘gredter interest of
SOCCEer.

- TODAY'S MATCHES

Rahmatgan; MFS vs
Sadharan Bima KS 6 pm
(Mirpur Stadium)

Brothers Union
Bangladesh Boys 4.30 pm
(Dhaka Stadium)

Mohammedan SC_vs
Muktijoddha Sangsad 6:30 pm
[Dhakd Stadium)

vs

Goals will replace gall?

- .-

R10). DE dA"\.EI
RO. Aug 22;
Three weeks liie,
Romario returns
lo his Bareelona
club on Monday
Lo fart- the wrath of teamma-
tes. coach and fans. But it's
nothing that a few goals can't
fix. reporis AP.

The star of Brazils World
Cup champions team pre-
dicted a "tumultuous” recep-
tion on his arrival.

That seems a safe bet. Due
to report back on Aug 1.
Romario ignored the deadline
and exfertded his vacation in
Brazil. claimiig he was ex-
hausted after the Worid Cup.

Barcelona's coach, former
Dutch star Johan Cruyfl. has
promised exemplary punish-
ment for his truant star. Some
speculated that Romario could
be “"demoted” to the club's
Second-Division team.

"They say lots of things. but
I probably will receive -some
kind of punishment.”
said in an interview published

Monday in the Rio newspaper

IOC course for
tennis coaches
from Sept 7

A two-week Olympic soli:
darity course for coaches as
well as junior players will be
held at the National Tennis
Complex from September 7 Lo
21, according to a press re-
lease issued in Dhaka yesfer-
day. reports BSS.

Swedish

Bangladesh Olympic Associa-

tion and International Tennis

Federation.

Interested coaches of if-
" ferent clubs and associalions

have heen _requested to vontact

‘the Ba

h Tennis Fede-
ration :

August 25,

Ronrario

lennis ‘expert
Leonardo Snelleman will con-
duct the course. organised by
the Bangladesh Tennis Federa-
tion in cooperation with the

O Globo. *
il's faif, although I'm also
within my rights to take vaca-
tion after winning the ... world
title.'™

Still. he didn't séem to be -

losiag sleep over the prospect
of disciplinary action.

e S
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"After | -start to score a few

doals. everything will be all
right.” he said.
Romario spent his last

weekend in Brazil doing what
he loves best: playing "fool-
volleyball” on the beaches of
Barra da Tijuca, an upscale dis-
trict south of Rio.

He makes no secret that his
heart les in this city, where
he was born in the Jacarezinho
slum 28 }.rtars ago.

If there were a team in
Brazil with conditions 1o buy
me, I wouldn’t even leave." he
said,

But for now, no Brazilian
club can meet” Barcelona's
asking price of dirs 10 million.
His homecoming may have to
wait until Romario turns 30,

when he bemmes the owner ol

his contract.

Meanwhile. local newspa-
pers speculated that the
speedy striker may be ltaly-
bound

The Rio daily O Dia re-
poried that Romario met over
Lthe weekend with officials of
Italy's Torino club. The meet-

ing reportedly was to discuss a

dirs 8 million, three-way deal
.thal would send Romario to
Milan by way of Torino,

'In a way, | even think |

Romario did not conmnmment
on Lhe reports.
Another Brazilian World Cup

star in Spain also is looking -

homewards: Bebeto.

The star siriker of
Deportivo La Coruna met orn
Friday with President Antonion
Calcada of Rio's Vasco da
Gama, the club that sold
Bebeto te Deportivo in 1992,

Calcada said the club was
negotiating with a pool of
companies interested in spon-
soring Bebeto's return.

"Everything depends on the
talk Bebeto has with La
Coruna,” Calcada said, "He
probably will say he doesn't
want to stay in Spain and
wants to come back te Brazil.”

Bebeto flew to Spain Sunday
night.

Bebeto's contract runs
through 1996, Calcada said. It
stipulates a fine for recision,
which would be paid by the
pool of companies. Vasco also
expects to raise money with

the - sale of centerforward | old striker Kluivert all the urganisers of Mo-
Valdir. who is being scoutec by freedom in the world 10 net hamed Ali's  ‘rumble in the
Atletico af Madrid the thid, I Jusidle” Bostame hise st fight
& ; F - r.

BUENOS AIRES, Aug 2.
Argentine superstar Diego
Maradona has received per
mission to travel abwoad. ac-
cording to local reports on

| Saturday, reports Xinhua

Maradona is charged ol
shooting a air rifle at journal-
ists and is free on 40,000 US
dollars bail

The judge in charge of his
case gave Maradona permis-

siog to travel abroad. the
Noticias Argentinas news agen-
CY reported.

Maradona wants o travel (o
Zurich where the world soccer

| governing body FIFA is ex-

pected to rule on his [oture in
SOCCET
Maradona was suspended

| indefinitely from soccer afler

lesting positive lor the stimu

lant ephedrine at the 1994
World Cup in the Umnited
States. |

Matthaeus

BONN. Aug 22: Germany's

1 most capped player Lothar

Matthaeus said on Sunday he
would not gquit international
soccer after his country's dis-
appointing World Cap perfor-
mance but instead try to end
his career on a winning note,
reports Reuter,

"If we had won the World
Cup | would have ended my in-

ternational career. But now | '

want a beller exit.” the 33-
year-old Bayern Munich libero
said. _

"My big goal now is Lhe
European Championship in
England in 1996. Qualilying
will be tough but we have to do
it. 1 still have the ambition and
the strength.”

Matthaeus has 117 caps
fromi ap international career
stretiching back 14 years. The
decision 1o continue should
put  him within sight of
England goalkeeper Peter
Shiltor's world record of 125
international eppearances.

-Matthaeus made the deci-
sion after talking to national
team coach Berti Vogts and 1o
Franz Beckenbauer. a fellow
Bavarian &nd Bayern Munich
idol.

The Itwo men worked
closely together as coach and
captain when the Gfr-mal;lﬂ

won the World Cup in 1990 — -

and again when Bayern woun
the Bundesliga last season.

"We need Lothar's experi
enice to help rebulld the team
and britfz on new plavers into
the European Championship
side,” Vogts said. "Ol course,
he'll remain captain. T'm
pleased about his decision.”

The Germans. beaten in the
World Cup quarter-finals by

Bulgaria. meet Russia in a
friendly in Moscow on
September 7,

Ajax clinch

Dutch Super Cup-

AMSTERDAM, Aug 22: Lea-
gue champions Ajax Amster-
dam struck three times in the
first 24 minutes to beat Cup
winners Feyenoord Rofterdam
3-0 and win the Dutch Super
Cup on Sunday, reports Reuter,

(Goals by Finnish striker Jari
Litmanen, Tarik Dulida and
Patrick Kluivert ensured vic-
tory for Ajax in the traditional
start to the Dutell sovcer sea-

e i
Last season’'s L-:".i;‘.l marksman

Litmanen opened the scoring
in the :18th minute: with a
well-taken free-kick from 18
metres in [ront of goal.

Klufvert., a product of the
youth team replacing Swede
Stefan Pettersom who- left the
champions for IFK Gothen-
burg, prepared the second goal
for midfielder Dulida eight
minutes later.

Kluivert, on the wverge ul
offside. broke through tihe
Feyenoord delence and cros-
sed to Dulida, who had litile
trouble beating World Cup
gﬂa]kn:tpcr Ed De Goey.

‘Feyenoord's defence,. badly
missing the experience of in-

jured John De Wolf, was com-

pletely stunned. Three min-

utes later they gave 18-year-

Grabam
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Akram eguals KgEil‘s onc-daz wicket-haul

Pakistan keep winning

COLOMBO. Aug
22 Pakistan ¢oas-
ted to a comfor-
table five-wicket
victory to take
the five match
vin day series 3-1 in Colombo
on Monday. reports AP.
Skipper Salim Malik over-

N

e - — -

shadowed Arjurnia Ranatunga’'s .

face saving innings for Sri
Lanka, with an unbeaten 50,
his third successive halfl cen-
tury in as many games in the
SETIES.

Pakistan reached the vic-
tory target with 50 balls to
spare afler Sri Lanka had
siruggled to 174 for nine in

their allocated 50 overs after
having been sent in

wmm Akfms{

The original three one-day
series. which Pakistan won 2-
1. was extended to five games
following the cancellation of
the second Test due to the
uncertain political situation in
the country after last week's
general elections ‘and the sub-
sequeni curfews,

The .fifth and final one-
dayer will pbe played Wednes-
day, also in Colombo, before
the last Test match in Kandy.

Ranatunga led from front
with a captain's innings after
Sri Lanka had been reduced to
tatters — 55 for five in 19
overs.

He shared two partnerships

— 47 runs with all-rounder
Rwan Kalpage (24) for the
sixth wicket, and an important
53 runs ofl as many deliveries
with Pubudu Dassanayake (13)
for the seventh wicket.

Pakistan got off to a com-
fortable start despite losing
opener Saeed Anwar early in
the sixth over to fast
bowlér Ravindra Pushpaku-
Mara.

Aamir Sohail (35] and
Inzamamul Haq figured in a
4]-run second wicket stand.
which was followed by another
33 runs between Haq and
skipper Malik.

Haq hit a six and five
boundaries in his 51-ball in-
ning. while Malik. who hit his
seventh hall century in eight
tour innings, scored his runs
off 74 balls, hitting just four
boundaries.

Earlier, Ranatunga hit a six
and two boundaries in his 102-
ball knock and was finally run
out' by a direct hit from
Mushtaq Ahmed from back-
ward point while going for a
sharp single

In the Sri Lanka's innings, |

when Wasim Akram bowled

Dassanayake, he tied with
India's Kapil Dev as the top
wicket-taker in one day cricket,

with 251 wickets apiece. This is
Akram's 173rd game, compared
to Dev's 220 appearances.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard in the fourth

one-day international between
Sri Lanka and Pakistan today.
SRI LANKA
Mahanama ¢ Raza b Wagar 11
Jayasuriya Ibw b Akram 2
S Ranatunga c and b Raza 14
De Silva c Sohail b Raza 3
A Ranatunga run out 74
Tillekeratne run out 0
Kalpage ¢ Malik b Sohail 24
Dassanayake b Akram 13
‘Vass not out 7
Wlﬂhmuﬂnﬂwbwm 11
Extras: (Ib-5, w-6, nb-2) 13
lotal: {for nine wickets,

50 overs) 174

Fall of wickets: 1-5: 2-23: 3.
29; 4-55; 5-55;: 6-102: 7-155:
8-157; 9-174.

b

_overs)

Did not

Pus!ipakumara
Bow ling:
Alkram 1
Waagar 1
Raza 10 1
Mushtaq 10 |
Sohail 5 0
Malik 5 ©
PAKISTAN

Saeced Anwar ¢ Dassanayalke
b Pushpakumara
Aamir Sohail ¢ S Ranatunga

bat: Ravindra

O
10
10
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Inzamamul Haq ¢ and
b
Salim Malik not out

KAPIL DEV
Extras: uhj'ﬂ. w-3, M

11
(for five wickets, 41.4
; 175
Fall of wickets: 1-20;: 2-61;
3-114; 4-160, 5-165.
Did not bat: Wasim Akram,

Total:

' Rashid Latif. Mushtaq Ahmed,

Wagar Younis.
Bowling: O M R W
Pushpakumara 7 0 50 1
Vass 6 1 23 0
54 1 28 Q
Kalpage 10 0O 39 1
Jayasuriya 10 0 28 2
De Silva 5 0 ZF 1

Result: Pakistan beat Sri
Lanka by Tive wickets to take a
winning 3-1 lead in the [ive-

match series.

England even series with a thumping win -

Atherton redeems himself

LONDON, Aug 22:
Ingland captain
Mike Atherton's
roubled summer
| lintshed in cham-
pagne style at the
real ot S mday when his side
raced 10 a comprehensive
victory over South Africa in
the final Test. reports Reuter.
The eight-wicket margin
lelt the series tied at 1-1.
Needing a [urther 97 runs
fot wvictory at the start ol the
fourth day, England main-
tained the momentum of
Saturday by reaching the 204-
rutt target off a further 10.3

OVEr'S.

Atherton could not quite
see Lhe job through himself,
falling to Allan Donald for 63
alter a superb second-wicket
stand of 124 with Graeme
Hick. . _

Bul Hick (8] not out) and
Thorpe {15 not out)
completed the formalities 18
minutes before lunch — mak-
that Devon Malcolm's
putstanding nine-wicket haul
on Saturday did not go o
WasLe,

While strike bowler Mal-

colm decimated the South
African: second innings. his
south African counterpart

Donald conceded 96 runs off
just 12 overs.

Malcolm was named man-
ol-the-match and also
England’'s player-of-the-series

despite playing in only the Oval ™

htch,
Brian McMillan, an impres-
sive performer in call three

.severely

Tests. won South Alrica's
player-of-the -series award.
Atherton is expected to be
reappointed captain for this
winter's Ashes tour before the
end of next week despite be-
ing -fined twice during
current Tests series.
He was fined 1.200 pounds
sterling (1.860 dollars) and
reprimanded by
match referee Peter Burge for
showing dissent after being

the

- man-ol-seres

MALCOLM.,

given out lbw on Friday.

" That followed a fine of
2.000 pounds (3,100 dollars)
following the "dirt in the
pocket” affair in the first Test
at Lord's when Burge was also
the match referee. _

Said Atherton: "It has been
an expensive series for e — I

just seem to playing for the
love of

the game and the

honour.

T just hnp;c things calm
down a bit now."

For South Africa, a cam-
paign that began so encourag-
ingly with their historic first
Test victory at Lord’'s ended in

niiserable on.
They have now

three corisecutive
holding 1-0 leads.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard on the fourth
day of the third and [inal

drawn
series alter

. wricket Test between England

amnd South Africa at the Oval on
Sunday.
- SOUTH AFRICA: First in-
nings 332 (B McMillan 93, D
Richardson 58. J Benjamin 4-
42, P DeFreitas 4-93)
ENGLAND: First innings
304 (G Thorpe 79, A Stewart
62. F de Villiers 4-62)."°
SOUTH AFRICA: Second
innings 175 (D Cullinan 94, D
Malcolm - 9-57).
ENGLAND: Second innings
(overnight 107-1)
Gooch b Matthews 33
Atherton ¢ Richardson b Donald 63

Hick not out 81
Thorpe not oul 15
Extras: {Ilb-6, nb-7) 13
Total: (for two wickets) 205

Fall of wickets: 1-56, 2-180

Bowling: O M R W

Donald 1 1 B8 3

. De Villiers lﬂ 0 66 0
T ¥

W 4 3
Mﬂﬁgt&ls nsinndwnn by eight

Firnt Test at Lnrds South
Africa won by 356 runs.

Second Test at Headingley:
Match drawn

Series drawn 1-1.
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Big bucks await Mike Tyson

IMONG KONG. Aug
220 Mike Tyson
will be offered a

100 million doll-
st ar  purse by the

N
il
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bagged the gold. ‘
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attack by Canunla's Hu-belt | wosnin
in their 57 kg class final at the 15th Commonwealth Games in Victuria on August 20. Dawson

— AFP photo

in Hong Kong afler leaving
prison..reports AFP.

Bill Dobbins, head of Hemd-
ale Special Events which is
presenting Herbie Hide's
world heavyweight title defe-
nce in Hong Kong on October
23. said here Monday he
vypected Tyson to take on
Lenmox Lewis or Tommy Mo-
rrison in his first bout.

Debbins, one of the plan-
ners of Ali's legendary 1974
fight in Zaire said there would
probably be a 100 million dol-
lar purse and that the terri-
tory had a good <chance of
landing the event.

Morrison is the first chal-
lenger for Hide's World
Boxing Organisation title. With
the October 23 bill having -a
total purse of 100 million HK
dollars (13 million US) it is
already being billed as the

 biggest individual sports event
staged in Asia.

The Hide-Morrison fight is
being co-promoted by Barry
tHlearn's Matchroom Organisa-
tion and Top Rank Inc of the
United States, whose chair-
man Bob Arum is battling
with Don King to represent
Tyson when the fighter leaves

jail.

"We have an understanding
with Tysom that we will get
first refusal,” said Dobbins whe

atlded that “the eyes of the
waorld” were on Hong Kong so
it would be a good place for
the boul.

Tyson was jailed for six
years in March 1992 for raping
black beauty gueen Desiree
Washington. With remissions,
the former undisputed world
champion would be out of jail
in seven or eight months and
fight sometime next year.

The Hong Kong Stadium
will have a 45,000 capacity for

the Hide-Morrison fight which
might tempt UUS promoters

looking for an altractive for-
eign setting lor Tyson's first
fight.

Ringside seats for the
October 23 bill will cost 3900
HK dollars (500 US dollars).
Alse on the bill is an exhibi-

tion fight between f[ormer
British title hope Frank
Bruno and American Ray
Mercer. =

Calilornia-based Mexican
Rafael Ruelas will put his
International Boxing Federa-
tton Lightweight title against
Briton Billy Schwer, and US
fighter Zazhary Padilla will
make the fifth defence of his
WBQ junior welterweight title
against Britain's Common-
wealth champion Ross Hale.

The Hide-Morrison bout
will be at 11.00 am (0300

GMT) .

Marvellous

BOMBAY . 22: A twelve-
year-old city has achieved
the distinction of

youngest Indian and wor-
id's second youngest girl to

Annﬂn:tm-nnnnfuu-

| ‘dents from Rupali's school

along with the principal and
stafl greeted Lhe young girl at

challenge are the Chief Mi-
nister, Sharad Pawar., who
donated rupees one lakh for a
portion of expenses incurred

by her to achieve the feal.

LONDON, Aug 22: While
Michael Atherton was taking
a day off Monday to consider
his position as England’s

cricket captain, a member of
the team's selection commit-

of captain for' the winter tour
of Australia, said Atherton has
the support of the. England
hierarchy.

"I have told {team man-
ager) Keith Fletcher to tell
Mike Atherton | am behind
him,” Titmus said. "There have
been reperts that we have
mixed feelings, but 1 will be
disappointed if he doesn't
lead the team to Australia.”

Chairman of selectors Ray
Ningwerth and Fletcher have
already made public their
support for Atherton, who has
faced calls to resign from the
British press after receiving
two fines during the just-
completed Test series against
South Africa.

‘l think it's important for
Mike to know we are behind
him,” Titmus said. "He has
shown a lot of character this
summer, The problems he's
had have not been trivial
things, but 1 never thought
they were hanging offenses.”.

Atherton was fined 2,000
pounds (dirs 3,000} for keep-
ing dirt in his pocket and
misleading the match referee
during the first Test, then
was docked another 1,250
pounds (dirs 1,875) for dis-
sent during the third Test on
Friday when he appeared to
disagree with an umpire's de-
cision.

England won the Test on
the fourth day Sunday to end
the series in a 1-1 draw.
Atherton admitted afterward
that press coverage of the dirt
and dissent incidents would
force him to think about his
position during the unex-
pected ofl day Monday.

"The criticism huris and
sometimes [ wonder if it is all
worthwhile.,” he said.

Should Atherton decide not
to continue, 37-year-old
former captain Mike Gatting
would become the favourite to
lake the team to Australia.

Meanwhile, Atherton will
captain England for the twg
one-day internationals against
South Africa, on Thursday at
Edgbaston and Saturday at Old
Trallord.

De Villiers
penalised

_LONDON,; Aug 22: South
Alrican fast bowler Fanie de
Villiers was fined and repri-
manded for showing dissent
on the [inal day of the third
Test against South Africa on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Match referee Peter Burge,
who fined England captain
Mike Atherton for a similar of-
fence on Friday, docked De
Villiers 25 per cent of his
match fee for showing dissent
after having an appeal for a
calch behind against Graeme
Hick turned down.

Becker on
a roll

NEW HAVEN. Connecticut,
Aug 22: Boris Becker wen his
second tournament in three
weeks by beating Marc Rosset
6-3. 7-5 at the 1.04 million
dlollar Volvo International Lour-
nament on Sunday. reports

Reutor: .
Becker's hot summer sireak

started with a victoery al Los
Angeles three weeks ago and
has the German superstar and
1989 US Open champion cau-
tiously optimistic about his
chances to win again at the
Open when the year's lasi
Grand Slam lournament starts
August 29 at the Natonal
Tennis Centre



