'G‘ir;t with the newe,\

Che Eﬂﬂg* Star

\Best with the viewy

VOL. IV NO. 207 REGD. NO. DA 781

=~ Inside Today

Sport

England pace bowler
Devon Malcolm steps
into history with a
nine-wicket haul
against South Africa at
The Oval vesterday
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Chandrika asks
supporters not to mar
victory by lawlessness

Serbs reject peace plan
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NOTICE

The offices of The Daily
Star will remain closed on

the occasion of holy Eid-e |

Miladunnabi today. There
will. therefore., be no issue ol

the paper Lomorrow.

NEWS ERIEFS
Aug 24

Presiden! of the

Islamuc
Developmeni Bank (1DB)
Osama Jadlar Faguili will arfive
in Dhaka on Wednesday on a
three day visit to Bangladesh.
the Fimance Ministry sources
said ip Dhaka vesterday. During
his visit. the IDB president will
sign wo credil agreements of

the bank given to Bangladesh.
reporis BSS

Hasina visits
Sabbir

Awami League president
and Leader of the Oppeosttion
Shetkh Hasina went (o see
Rumman Bin Wali Shabbir
captain ol the Mohammedan
Sporting Clul and a national
teamn player, now bheing treated
at a local clinic Sabbir suffered
a serious njury on Wednesday
during a maich of the Star
Premier Footbhall League
Hasina enquired about his
treatment and consoled his

parents there reports UNB.

8 pirates held

CHITTAGONG. Aug 20:
Three alleged pirates were
arresied from Shikalbaha
undery Bandar Thana here in
the early hours today. peolice
sourres sald. They are Noor
Mohammad Faver Aluped and
Mobanwnad Ali UNE

|
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ADP implementation for

BHADRA 6, 1401 BS,

'93-94 claimed at 94 pc

The implementation rate of
the couniry s Annual Develop-
menl Programme |ADF) last
vear showed a big leap to 94
per cent of the revised outlay,
the highest level achieved so
tar. -
. Of the Tk 9600 crore re-
vised ADP. Tk BU983 crore was
utilised during fliscal 1993-94,
according to the ADP iniple-
mentation report of Lthe
Planning Commission.

The ADP implementation
rafe was 86 per cent in fiscal
1990-91 . then it dipped to 84
per cent ip 1991-92 and fur-
ther to 81 per cent in 1992-
93 rausing an alarm aniong
the pianners as to how Lo stop
this trend

By Staff Correspondent

This year's leap of about 13
per cent, therefore. made the
government upbeat' because it
lind been facing serious criti-
cisng [rom the donors for ils
incapability to implement the
ADF,

"This better performance
was possible because last vear.
we had implemented a number
of recommendations of the
Planning Commission in solv-
ing the problem of slow im-
plementation,” State Minister
tor Planning. Dr Abdul Moyeen
Khan. told apress briefing at
the auditorium of the National
Economic Council (NEC).

"We had given more admin-
istrative and [inancial power to
the project directors, Ccar-

...........

Chair

!naeting of the NEC at its audlhunum in the city yesterday.

marked hinds for land acquisi-
tion — a major hurdle in im-
plementing development wor-
ks — and had taken insti-
tttional *measures in three
tiers.” the slate mninister said.
“The Prime Minister had
projeciwise meetings with the
line minisirigs. the Finance
Minister reviewed the progr-
ess constantly and the Plann-
ing Ministry worked round the
clock to improve fund utili-

“sation. -Dr Khan explained.

During the [i%cal 1993-94,

the country also witnessed a

higher amount of taka alloca-
tion than project aid outlay.
The Taka portion was Tk 5240
crore. 55 per cent of the re-
See Pape 12 Col 4

Eight problems |
impede project
implementation

By Staff Correspondent

The Planning Minisiry has
identified at least eight prob-
lems that impede project im-
plementation,

The ministry, in its ADP
implementation report for fis-
cal 1993-94, said delay in mo-
bilising project aid, signing

agreements and effecting them

is still hampering implemen-
tation: of the ADP.

The erur't also noted that
approving and finalising a pro-
ject concept paper (PCP) at
ministerial level still take a
long time. The PCPs often con-
tain incorrect information re-

sulting in delay in approval of

projects. The report suggested
iraining of personnel engaged
in PCP formulation to resolve
this problerm.

See Page 12 Col 3
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person of the National Economic Council (NEC) and Prime ‘thnlﬂter B;egum Khaleda ha prt-ﬁidmg over 1he review -

— PID phut.u

SYLHET. Aug 19: The fate of
the country's fone oil well at

Haripur now seems 10 be

uncertain. ;
Production of crude oil

lroin the well located at Hari-

pur gas [ield has remained
suspended for 50 days due o
ceagulation of wax in the
exitraction pipe. Production
could not, however, be resu-
med even after completion of
dewaxing of the pipe which
took 28 days by a Singapore
firm.

~ Official sources said that
production of crude had to be
stopped since July 1 following
coagulation of wax in the oil
pipe. A technician from a
Singapore firm was engaged
for dewaxing the pipe from
July 18 and the work was
completed on August 13. Some
experts said that the situation

From Igbal Siddiquee

had been caused by the negli-
gence of the technical person-
nel engaged in the prnductiﬂn
Process.

The bil-well was diurmrered
on December 23, 1996. The
discovery opened a new hori
zon of hope as regards explo-
ration of mineral oil in the
country. At the initial stage,
production was 500 to 550
barrels a day

The production marked a
sharp fall In November-
December last year and stood
at 70 to B0 barrels a day due
to coagukation of wax in the
pipe. The authorities then
stopped production since July
| this year. Though the higher
authorities were informed of
the matter immediately, no
slep was taken (o overcome
the, crisis, il is alleged.

Fate of Haripur oil uncertam

Some sources alleged that
the routine dewaxing of oil
pipe  was nol done due (o
unknown reasons.

Some official sources. on
condition of anonymity, said
that the gradual fall in the
production due to fall in the
well pressure indicated ex-
haustion of oil reserve in the
present layer. Rise in the wa-
ler pressure at the present
production layer had caused
this. The local authorities
would now observe the situa-
tion lor a week pr a fortnight
1o take a decision. They may
propose to convert the oil well
into a gas well , the sources
said.

The well had a, reserve ol
about 5.2 million barrels of

which seven lakh barrels has
beeri exiracted. the sources
added.

pose.

BHP strikes deal

BHP Hintrnll. a US-
Australian multinational. yes-
lerday signed an agreement
with the government (o ex-
plore and extract coal in the
northermn region of the country.
The company will be allowed
to explore in areas outside
those siles where coal ts
have already been found.

BHP thus became the first
foreign company to invest in
mineral exploration and ex-
traction activities in the coun-
try

The agreement was signed
yesterday afternoon at the
Bangladesh Secretariat by the

Direcior of Lthe Bureau o

The Purbanchal Model Town
Profect (PMTP) of the Raj-

dhani "Unmayan Karupakkha

(Rajuk] at Rupgan| of Nara-
yvanganj has hit a snag because
a section of land owners is
obstructing the acquisition of
land ecarmarked for the pur-
according lo official
SOITOES.

in a*bid to remove the
deadiock. the district admi-
nisiration of Narayanganj has
ssued a notification asking the
land - owners to lodge com-
plainis with it in this regard,

By Staff Correspondent

Minera! Development (BMD) M
Muminullah and BHF Vice
. dent Oliver N Warin on
Ya bl of their respective sides.

Ciificial sources said tha
urder the agreement, BHP
Minerals will explore coal at
three sites covering a teotal
area of 14000 hectares in four
districts — Dinajpur, Rangpur,
Jaipurhat and Bogra.

About 400 milhen US dol-
lars will be invested in Lhe
project by BHP., in phases,
while the Bangladesh govern-
ment will have no financial
involvement. - -

The BHP Minetals, one of
the biggest of such companies,

for coal

is now engaged In exploration
and mining activities in about
20 countries

Since 1986 the company
has been showing an interest
in coal exploration in Bangla-
desh and submitted specific
proposals to the government
that vear. However il took the
authorities until January last
yvear lo decide whether lo
allow such a venture

Yeslerday s agreement stip-
ulates that should BHP find
coal in the three designated
areas the company would be
allowed (o develop the mines
and continue extraction.

_See Page 12 Col 6

Rajuk's model town project hits snag

By Nazmul Ashraf

anding compensation more
than the authorities had ofl-
ered Lhem.

A Rajuk official said that the
local leaders of an opposition

pelitical party were organising
a section of the land owners
including some fake ones to
oppose the project. Because of
such a situation, the signing of
an agreement
Rajuk and the aflfected peopie
was being delayed. he added. s

between Lhe

A minister has taken up the

responsibility of settling the
issue with the land owners,

sources al the Rajuk said. The the official said.

agitating owners were dem-

Deputy Town Planner of the

Rajuk Kazi Gelam Faruk teold
The Daily Star they were ready
to give due compensation to
the affected people as per land
laws. pay prices on the spet
and rehabilitate them.

The PMTP, which was ear-
lier named Yusufganj Model
Town Preject, was initiated a

decade ago with a study of s

feastbility. But the process of

its implementation began only
last year when H'n- government

ordered the aequisitien of
land.
The project 1s being im-

plemented on 6,000 acres of
land. A total of 28,000 plots of

Bengali settlers’
lands in CHT
being given
to tribals?

By Staff Correspondent

The Bengali-speaking set-
llers in Chittagong Hill Trgcts
(CHT) have alleged that the
lands allotted to them in 1979
were now being given .to the
tribal refugees.

“"We want proper rehabilita-
tionn and resettlement of the
returnee refugees but they are
being given some lands owned
by the Bangalees,” said the
president of the Bangalee Kris-
hak Sramik Kallyan Parishad
(BKSKP) S M Rezaul Karim
Belal.

Addressing a pless confer-
ence at the Jativa Press Club
yesierday, he said that the
Bengali settlers had valid doc-
uments for those lands but the
refugees on their return clai-
med those were their lands,
Other BKSKP leaders were
present at the press con-
lerence.

Belal said that some 150
families settled in Dighinala
thana under Khagrachhari dis-
trict; who are now residing in
cluster villages for security
reasons, are the victims ol
such reallotment of lands.

The BEKSKP president urged
the higher authorities [o stop
such practice. Otherwise, it
miight create problem tn fu
ture, he added,

The BHEHF put forward a
seven-point demangs includ-
ing resettlement of the Bengali
speaking people in the lands
allotted them in 1979, walving
of loan up to Tk 10,000. ade-
gquate civic amenities in the

See Page 12 Col 7

two categories — residential
and commercial - will be de-
veloped in the model town,

Besides, there will be plots
for setting up educalional n-
stitutions and medicare and
reereation centres. Both the

plelet]l in six 1o eight years.

sources sald

The model town will ac-
commodate some 16 lakh

people of different professions.
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200 feared drowned in

CHANDPUR. Aug 2{]: Some
200 passengers are feared
drowned in a launch capsize
at the confluence of the rivers
Meghna and Dakatia here to-
day.

Some 60 passengers Either
swam ashore or were rescued
by fishing boats after the "MV
Dinar-2' sank at 2:45 pmm —
only about two hundred yards
from the Chandpur launch
terminal.

The double-decker launch
left Dhaka this morning at 11,
carrying over 300 passengers,
including many women and
children. according te district

. administration sources. It was

heading for Mollahbazar under
Shariatpur district via

Chandpur, .

The launch capsized in
strong currents while taking a
turn to berth at the local ter-
niinal.

"It happened all of a sud-
den. The launch. attempting a
turn, leaned on its side and
started sinking.” witnesses
said.

The Chandpur river tratlic
police, stationed near the
terminal, immediately rushed
to the spot and helped rescue
some 60 passengers. Of them,
20 were injured. Five of them
were .admitted to the
Chandpur Sadar Hospital.

_The district administration
began a search for the sunken
launch from the evening, with

launch capsize

From Our Correspondent

the help of mechanised and
country hoats, but had failed to
find any trace of the ill fated
vessel.

The administration sources
informed this correspondent
that the salvage vessel MV
Hamza of the Inland Water
Transport Authority (IWTA)
had left Barisal at 4 pm and
was expected to reach
Chandpur before midnight.

The sources estimate that
the launch is lying some 400
feet deep on the river bed. The
salvage operation will begin
tomorrow morning.

Meanwhile, re service
sources in Dhaka told The
Daily Star over telephone last

See Page 12 Cgl |

Political impasse to end
by month-end, hopes BNP

Star Report

The ruling party secretary
general yesterday expressed
cautious optimism about a dia-
logue bétween the government
and the Opposition at the
highest level for resolving the
present political impasse by
the end of this month.

"A process has begun and if
it goes .on well, there can be a
dialogue between Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia and
Leader of the Opposition Shei-
kh Hasina." Abdus Salam
Talukder said.

. "We: have in our mind
organising such a dialogue as
the last resort.” Talukder told
a group of newsmen at the
BNPF ofifice.

“We are trying to create an
atmosphere for a dialogue. You
will get a result by August 30."
he Baid

: hnwcwr dﬂ:lﬁteﬂmrlm

and to disclose the names of

the Oppesition leaders with

whoin he held initial talks.
Chief Whip of the Oppo-

sitton Mohammad Nasim toeld

this correspondent that the

opposition parties were ready

to hold talks if the ruling party

leaders came forward with an
mind.” _

He said he had informal
talks with Chief Whip of par-
liament Khandaker Delwar Ho-
ssain but no tangible progress
was made.

"We just shared our per-
sonal concern,”’ Nasim said.

“In:reply to a question whe-
ther the ruling party would
discuss the caretaker issue
during the planned dialogue,
the BNP leader saild. "We will
discuss the overall' situation
now prevailing in the political

He hoped the [ifth Parlia-
ment would complete its term
and the Opposition would join
i;; session, Degihning August

Talukder pointed out that

his party still opposes the idea
ol a caretaker government for

holding elections.

JP divided over strategy

tofneeErshad

By Asmzzaman

The Jatiya Party leadership
is sharply divided over a strat-
egy to free iis jailed leader H
M Ershad. parly sources said
vesterday.

One group is in tavnur of

» negotiations with the govern-

ment to (ree Ershad on parole
but the other group wants to
gear up the agitation for the
release of Ershad.

The party presidium may
diseuss the issue today.

"Il Ershad is given a condi-
tional pareole (o attend
Parliament session then all the
35 JP MPs should attend the
session,” a party leader said.

“In such a situation, the -on-
going agitation of the opposi-
tion parties for a caretaker
Lovernment will weaken. This

Malaysian woman
_getsball
By Court Correspondent
The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) vyesterday
granted bail to Ong Siew Pin,
the Malaysian businesswoman,

whe was arresied at the Zia
Intﬂmﬂmnl_mrpprl on August

9.

Pin surrendered before the
CMM's court and was granted.
bail for a surety of Tk 50,000,

Customs officials arrested
the*™Malaysian woman at ZI1A on
charges of lllegally carrying
20.000 US dollars and 10800
Malaysian while she
were about to leave the coun-
try.

Advocate Shamim Hasnain

moved the bail petition on be-

halfl of Ong Siew Pin.

Tk 93.15 cr BRDB

project for poor,
destitute women

ByMCmnpnndmt
The Bangladesh Rural Deve-
lopment Buoard (BRDB) has
taken up a worth Tk
93.15 crore for the devel-
t of destitute women
and the poor for the year
1994-98. .
The project, approved un-
der the Rural Development-12,
for 33

witry farming. Jisheries.

ivestock, nursery and small

"’m'g"mu Col 8
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will also create a major rift in
the opposition camp.” he said.

"The ruling party would be
forced to release Ershad,” said
a source ih the group ﬂpp{ﬁing
ncgatlatinns

"Release on parole wuuid be
undignified for the party
chief,” he said.

The other group said if the
party pursues the strategy of
agitation to free Ershad. it
would prolong his jail life.

They said that accepting
parole might help gﬂmng bail
for Ershad.

A well-informed source said
the party's acting chiefl
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury is
in lavour of continuing the agi-

tation to force the government

See Page 12 Col 7
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country.

Announcement

Che Tuily Star Special Supplement on
Banking will now be published on
 Thursday, August 25, instead of
Saturday, August 20, 1994.

This supplement will contain

Milad bi
today

By Staff Correspondent

Holy Eid-e-Miladunnabi, the
day of the birth and passing
away of Prophet Hazrat Mu-
nammad (SM), will be ob-
served throughout the country
today with due solemnity and
religious fervour.

Born in Mecca, some |400
yvears ago. Prophet Muhammad
(SM) spread the message of
peace, brotherhood and hu-
marnity.

The day will be marked by
milad mahfils, Quran khwani.
disciission meetings., seminars
apd religious processions.

The day is a public holiday.

FThe President. the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition have issued sepa-
rate messages on the occasion.
asking the countrymen to fol-
low the ideals and teachinegs of
the Holy Frophet.

“The governmenl,
Uunal WidETIONE . e,
religious . and socie-cultural
organisations have drawn up

elaborate programmes to ob-
serve the day,

| See Pare 12 Col B
PDB suspends
project as India

supplies poor
quality poles

The Power Development
Board (PDB) has suspended a
component of a IDA-funded
project due to supply of poor
quality of electric poles by the
indian supplier. reports UNB.

Sources jin the PDB said the
erection of poles under its Tk
280 crore "Sixteen Town Power
Distribution Project” remained
held up from August 13 due to
the quality of poles "not upto
specification standard”.

The Indian supplier has
been asked to immediately
replace the poles. Some
15,000 out of the total order of
24,000 poles have aiready
reached the country.

The PDB awarded the Tk
15 crore contract for the sup-
phf of galvanised steel and

See Page 12 Col 6
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exclusive interviews of the Minister for
Finance M Saifur Rahman and
Governor of Bangladesh Bank and
will also carry write-ups from MDs of
private and nationalised Banks of the

Worthwhile contributions from our -
readers, patrons and experts will be
accepted for publication in this issue

till 2 pm, Tuesday, August 23, 1994.

Inconveniences caused to our
esteemed patrons for the delay ard



