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I am the state

arrogantty declared
Louis the xiv, the Sun King ol
France The abominably abso
lute powers of a monstrous
monarch was finding expres
ston in a paranoid statement.
France was enjoying an emi
nent position in Europe, the
colonies were bringing re
sources and revenue and Louis
was enjoying an unassailable
surerainty. In a way, he was a
blessed man. Still the people
of France were in pain. . the
economy was in deep distress,
the nobility was ravenously
plundering the country. the
cletgy was remorselessly cor-
rupt. The root cause of these
ills was in fact a single man.
The Sun King himself He was
morbidly in love with power
and ifs attendant vices. The
more he got. the more it whet-
ted his appetite. It was a glori-
fied captivity Louis could not
see beyond it and was oblivious
ol his duties towards his coun-
try and the people. His vaunted
ego made him incapable of un
derstanding the perishable and
transient nature of mundane
possessions and powers. His
heart was impervious to the
kindly light of humility, fair-
ness, gentility, sagacity and to-
lerance. Thus he laid the gro-
und for the cataclysmic doom
that overpowered his progeny.
Louis the xvi, and the people of
France in the form of an
apocalyptic fury called the
French Revolution. Oh! poor
Louis the xvi! had his grandfa-
ther remembered that saying:
‘For successful living keep
your heart softer than your
head.'

The gentleness of heart is a
trusted redeemer of mankind.
It manifests itself in many vir-
tuous actions and disposition.
They represent a vasi range of
human qualities which save
human beings from many dis-
graceful pitfalls and most of all
from. a tragic end. Humility. ci-
vility., fairness, sagacity, sen-
sibility, moderation, tolerance.
kindness, love and charity are
the virtues that readily come
to our mind. These are the
builders of a model society. a
great country and of course an
tideal human being.

In great ones, specially the
privileged persons possessing
fabulous wealth, inestimable -
honour, unfettered power or
holding high offices, the
gentleness of heart holds great
reward. The lack of it can
bring pestilential peril. It ap-
plies equally for all spheres of
human interaction. Be it a fam-
ily. a soclety. a country or the
world Literature. the worlid
over finds in these wirtues,
immensely rich and eaptivat-
ing materials for works of
great aesthetic standard and
lasting appeal History of all
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the heart of Madrid's old city
centre far from the royal
palace. At the end of the sev-
enties the parliament building
was enlarged by a neo-classi-
cist exiension on its western
side. The gable of the facade
shows the relief "Spain re-
ceives the law tablets” and the
allegories of power and justice.

By contrast, the Danish par-
Hament, the Folketing, did not
have to keep its distance from
the country's monarchs, but

determined
evVents.

They are assailed by

carried _
calamity starts there. A siege

BUILDING DEMOCRACY

In Search of a Kindly Light

by Syed Magsud Jamil

ages and countries abounds In
examples where the lack or

presence of these prime hu
man qualities have irreversibly
the course of

Following this track, let us
see why the gentleness of

heart is salubrious in its effect.
One predominant feature of

human psychology is an ele-
ment of insecurity. Human be-
ings are susceptible to fear.
the un-
remitting hostility of fears of
all kinds: of death; of poverty;

of disease, of loss of power,

fame and wealth: of old age
and many more. Naturally, the

defense mechanism goes into
operation. The human ten-
dency is therefore to build the
assurance of a secure position.
In pursuing this prime goal,
the acquisition of power in all
its mighty and convenient
forms. like wealth, fame, sta-
tus, physical strength, beauty
and yes, even love takes hold
of human mind.

In rational human beings,
fear remains within normal

. bounds and is generally benign

in nature. But for some, it is
to extremity. The

mentality develops. The need
for worldly possessions and
power becomes a pathological
obsession. [t is such a state
where there is little regard or
concern for the faifness of the
means and the pain it may in-
flict. The brute might of ego
scorns the idea of virtuous ac-
tions. Families are devastated
by it, societies develop fester-
ing wounds and fall into a state
of moral torpor, countries
plunge into horrendous civil
strife of Rwandan kind.

There are many examples
to illustrate these tragic spec-
tacles. Let me start with the
family, preferably ef the most
prosperous society of the
world. The husband of Lorena
Bobbit was not happy with the
sexual gratification his wile
was offering him. He de-
marnded more from a woman of
apparently frail constifution.

‘She could no longer put up

with the animal lust of her
husband. Mr Bobbit's genital
was severed by his desperate
wife. Muneer, a scion of a
noted and wealthy physician
couple of the country was not
content with the life of plenty
and a beautiful wife. He brutally
murdered her and paid with
his life. He certainly lacked .a
humble and gentle approach
towards lile. The kindly light
was missing in his life.

The most recent case of
domestic tragedy to jolt the
Americans is that of O J

Lripnifados Maclrid.

was allowed to move into the
Royal Christiansborg Palace in
Copenhagen. It was built be-
tween 1731 and 1740 on the
ruins of the medieval castle of
Bishop Absalon and stands on a
palace island surrounded by
canals. In addition to the par-
liament, it also houses royal
reception rooms and the
supreme court.

The relatively small total of
only 179 deputies means that
their seating can be arranged

Simpson, a celebrated football
star. He is suspected to have
killed his ex-wife Nicole and
her lover Ronald Geldman in a
gruesome manner. The shock
of Lorena Bobbit and O J
Simpson was so compelling
that it led Barbara Ehrenriech
to cast doubt about family as an
ideal moral foundation, in her
TIME magazine essay “Oh

Those family values”. She ob-
served, "Only with occasional
celebrity crime do we allow
ourselves to think the nearly
unthinkable: That the family
may not be the ideal and per

fect living arrangement after
all — that it can be a nest of
pathology and cradle of grue-
some violence. Surely the
hearts of Lorena Bobbit. her
husband and O J Simpson
were not filled up with the
kindly light. They were con-
sumed by murderous rage and
poisonous hatred.

How does it look when M
happens on a broader scale in
the society? The cult of power,
or more specifically, the cult of
might is right and usurp law
into thyself-how much harm
they fan do to the society
Semetimes, the scenario may
become demonic in its brutal-
ity. Baruch Goldstein, a Zionist
bigot entered into the Hebron
mosque armed with assault ri-
fle. The Muslims were saying
their early morning prayer in
the holy month of Ramadan.
The Israeli guards nursing ha-
tred in their hearts against the
Arabs forgot their duty and did
not prevernt his entry. Baruch
shot wildly with the rabid fury
of blind bigotry at the wor:
shippers ' prostrated belore
God, the same God he wor-
ships and killed 29 faithfuls.
He was the child of a state phi-
losophy which advocates the
creation of Eretz Israel on the
lands of others. He did what he
learnt from his society.

In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
five suspected military cops
open fire on 50 meninos de
rua (street kids) deep asleep
on the city pavement in the
dead of night. The hapless kids
wash windshelds, sellgum, run
drug, beg or steal in order to
eat. Eight of them are killed.
This was self rightepus bravado
of a macho culture.

Should we turn our the at-
tention to the society of our
country? I have little taste for
politics. It is not my cup of tea.
Have we pondered over the
alarming number of gullible
yvouths we have sacrificed on
the altar of campus battles and
cadre wars? Was any one of
them a scion ol any political

leader, even ol the lesser
kind? When will the time
come to say ENOUGH. It does

not take great wisdom to say
that kindly light is missing
from our society

Let us recall what iniquitous
Belgian colonial policy for the
perpetuation of power has
done to Rwanda. All their
favours were showered on the
tall and light skinned Tutsi
cattle lords who constituted
only 15% of the population
The dark and stocky Hutu ma-
jority were abandoned to till
the soil. Education and eventu
ally’ public office became Lhe
privilege of the favoured
Tutsis When their backward
ness and deprivation were
hurting the Hutus. the Belgian
caolonists left in a hurry, leav
ing behind a country where
hatred, mistrust discontent
grew thick and fast. It will
perhaps not be unfair to be
lieve that the Belgian colonists
failure in leaving behind a le
gacy of kindly light is largely
responsible for the Rwandan
carnage.

Way back in 1989 in his in
auguration speech, President
George Herbert Walker Bush,
the 41st President of the
United States of America,
spoke of the vision of a kinder
and gentler government. he
also spoke of thousand points
of light. It was a lofty ideal, a
noble call. But four years later,
President Bush lost the elec-
tion to Bill Clinton, apparently
a political dwarf. From a seem
ingly unassailable position after
the display of remarkable lead-
ership in the Gulfl war. he saw
his dizzy popularity rating
crash into unbelievable deleat
What actually went wrong with
him? His answers was "The
economy.” 1 tend to think it
does not speak the whole
truth. He perhaps did not act
on his call of kinder and
gentler government. thousand
points of light. made at his in
auguration speech. Within one
vear. he went back on his
promise of not raising laxes.
His rad my lip statement on
tax raiee badly dented his
¢redibility as a caring man. It
was perhaps difficult for the
American people to believe
that a president who can go
back on his promise within
one year and not offer any
humble explanation was really
capable of building a Kinder
and gentler government in a
recession hit country. The im
age of an_uncaring and unkind
man, perhaps settled even
deeper into the public mind by
his brutally disparaging remark

Folketinget.

in an intimate horseshoe pat-
tern. The Folketing presents
amazing similarities to the
Belgian parliament in Brussels.

It resides in a former palace, a
well proportioned classicist
building which was designed
by the architect B. Guimard in
the years 1779-83 and re-
stored by the architect
Hendrik Seyaert following a

fire in 1883. Here, too, mem-
bers of parliament are grouped
in a horseshoe arrangement.

Copenhagen

Debating culture

The building of the present
Greek parliament (I Voul ton
Ellinon — the Parllament of
the Greeks) was erected in
1842 as the palace of the first
Greek king, Otto of Bavaria. It
was designed in the classicist
style by the architect Friedrich
Gartner. In 1934 the building
on Syntagma Square [Cons-
titution Square] was meodified.
The three hundred deputies
are grouped in a level
semicircle with the govern-

about Clinton's foreign pelicy
knowledge. "My dog Milli un-
derstands [oreign polity bet-
ler

By the time election was
held, the enduring image of
President Bush was thal of an
uncaring leader of the elites
and the rich’ All his illustrious
credentials, the son of an ex-
senator. .an vy leaguer, White
House ciel of stafl, UN Amba-
ssador, CIA Director, Viee Pre-
sident for eight years, Pre-
sident for one lerm could do
little for him. He was not the
kind and caring leader the
Americans were looking for

Can there be a better pre-
scription for good leadership
than the one offered by emi-
nent Chinese sage Lao-Tse?
While speaking on leadership
he said "I have three precious
things which | hold fast and
prize. The first is gentleness,
(he second is frugality, the
third is humility which keeps
me from putting myself before
others Be gentle and you can
be bold, be frugal and you can
be liberal, avoid putting your-
sell before others and you can
become a leader among men”
it is a tested fact that one can-
not be a good leader f one
does not hold in one's heart
the kindly light of gentleness
and humility

Hazrat Omar (RA) the sec
ond caliph of Islam was the
model of a humible leader in
his living habits, his conduct
and his utterances. When
Jerusalem fell to the Muslims.
he went there to take charge
of the city. In course of it,
while visiting a church, it be-
came time for Zohr (midday)
prayer. The Christian custodi-
ans of the city proposed that
he could say his praver in the
church. Hazrat Omar (RA) de-
clined the offer with greal
humility. saying "If | offer my
prayer here. my people will
afllerwards convert it into a
mosgue’ . While describing. the
moral foundation on his cali-
phate, he said. "even if a single
famished dog goes unfed in the
farthest corner of Euphrates,
the moral responsibility lies on
me.’

Abraham Lincoln said in his
second inauguration speech
"But let us judge not., that we
be not judged”. Indeed, we
should not be harshly critical
of those with whom we differ.
There is great redemption in
treating them with hudmility
and gentleness. It is the kindly
light which dispels the dark
ness of hatred, makes it easier

for us t6 take the sting out of
bellicose behaviour.
The business of governance

is no less easier today. it s no
longer a question of m
with the covetous territorial
designs of your neighbours.
The world has become an ifve-
versibly integrated entity.
Insular existence like Stalinist
Albania is a prescription for
retrogressive decline. Politics
and diplomacy have developed
into a highly sensitive craft, for
some countries they are like
highly combustible incendi-
aries. It is a high voltage fleld.
Good and wise leaders find it
convenient to tread firmly but
gently
They display a remarkable
degree of self containment,
studied restraint, imperturba-
ble poise, ennobling modera-
tion and tolerance, above all
sensibility and gentleness of
du tLh:m Vaclav Havel, a
ywright and the last
Fre:u:ltnt 0f united Czecho-
slovakia, who conducted him-
selfl with much grace and
dignity during the division of
the country into Czech and
Slovakia Republics, made an
ideal statement on the sensible
attributes of a leader. He calls

it good taste.
He observed "1 have found

that good taste, -oddly enough,
plays an important role in poli-
tics. Why is it like that? The
most probable reason is that
good taste is a visible manifes-
tation of human sensibility to-
ward the world, environment,
people, | came to this castle
and to other government resi-
dences inherited from com-
munism and | was confronted
with tasteless furniture and
many tasteless picture. Only
then did 1 realize how closely
the bad taste of former rulers
was connected with their bad
ways of ruling. | also realised
how important good taste was
for politics. During - political
talks, the feeling of how and
when to convey something, of
how long to speak, whether to
interrupt or not, the degree of
attention, how to address the
public, forms to be used not to
offend someone's dignity, and
on the other hand, to say what
has (Lo be said, all these play a
major role. All such’ political
behaviour relates to good taste
in a broader sense. What | re-
ally have in mind is something
more than just knowing which
tie to choose to match a par-
ticular shirt”. What he said is
not a tall order even for an or-
dinary person. What a leader
needs to do is to cultivate
sensible habits and hold a
kindly light within. The task
becomes so clear, the goal
looks so within reach.

Let the world follow the
path of kindly light, and build a
blessed world at peace with (t
self. The realities may be de-
pressing. But the hope re-
mains. Because there never
was a better alternative.

Chanibers dos Depiies.,

ment sitting on elevated
beniches opposite.

The argument ‘about
whether it is possible Lo make
better policies in old or new,
in circular. oval, horseshoe-
shaped or square parliamen-
tary chambers is not only a
question of the significance of
architecture, but also one of
practical functionality. Some
believe that the juxtaposition
ol actors and audience as in
the theatre represents Lhe
ideal form for the parliamen-

Lixembourg

tary confrontation between
government and opposition, of
ministers and deputies. Others
believe that the brotherly cir-
cle, as in Bonn, is the best
democratic parliamentary
form. because it favours joint
problem-solving rather than
aggressive confrontations.

However, one fact must
surely be undisputed: the more
intimate their structure, the
more vigorous and productive
parliaments are.

— Courtesy: Deutschland

Poets Go for Apartments Rather than Stadiums

here are few more
striking tokens of
Russia's intellectual

impoverishment than the state
of publishing.

The ultimate disgrace is the
ending of a 150-year-old rule
by which a copy of every new
book had to be lodged with
central and academic libraries
in Moscow. St Petersburg and
other cities.

What began under Catherine

Il in the late 1700s and sur- .

vived every vicissitude from

Napoleon's invasipn to Stalin's
terror and the Second World

War has fallen victim to re-’

form. The complete Russian li-
brary has ceased to exist and
will not be recreated.

In other cases, libraries are
simply breaking up under the
government's absurd decision
that they must be "self financ-
ing." Alla Latynina, editor of
the Russian literature depart-
ment of the Literaturnaya
Gazeta, perceives a national
catastrophe.

When publishing houses are
obliged to become self sup-
porting virtually owvernight,

books become so expensive

that no-one can buy them.

Alexander Sulzhemtsyn
Attacked for returning

There is still a chance for
some classics, such as those
studied at school. There are
also still magazines, offering a
means of serialisation. But
magazines depend on the de
votion of staff whose continued
loyalty is seen by some
Russians as a form of heroism.

Publishing difficulties may
help to explain the non-arrival
of the masses of manuscripts

N'ma Bachkﬂtuv writes from Mﬂscﬂw

that were optimistically
awaited at the dawn of pere-
strotkca (restructuring) — books
that publishers, or writers,
were supposed (o have kept
"in the-drawer."

It is still possible that some

will appear one day, |.mr1i-:~u-
larly works that were nol con-
sidered interesting because
they were not by dissidents or
budding post-modernists. But
nobody clamours lor post-per-
estroika prose, and the litera-

ture of the years ol oppression
finds few readers among those
who never knew the awfulness
of the period.

It is also true that the end
of this century is seeing an in-
tellectual cataclysm in Russia
with the disappearance of the
traditional . intelligentsia ol

which writers were a central
part.

With the coming of reform,
the intelligentsia ceased to act
as the voice of people denied
the right of expression
through the ballot box.

It also forsook its uncom-
peomising hostility to authority
(by accepting a share of
authority in parliament and
political parties} and its superh

Continued on page 11

The Statue

Continued from page 9

million dollar firework display
of 28 minutes called the "Big
Bang” was the largest py-
rotechnical celebration in
American history. During the
birthday ceremony. the Statue
of Liberty officially became one
of B0 warld heritage sites,
joining such notable places as
the Pyramids of Giza and the
Palace of Versailles — places of
lasting and universal value to
the people of the entire world.
The statue, with the passage of
time, has become much more
than a formidable monument.
It has become a source of in-
spiration for the whole world
The notion of the statue as
"Mother of Exiles” was created

of Liberty

by a poem written by Emma
Lazarus, a Jewish refugee. The
sonnet is:

Here al our sea-washed,
sunset gates shall stand

A mighty woman with a
torch,

Whose flame is the impris-
oned lightning,

And her name Mother of
Exiles.

From her beacon hand
glows world wide welcome:;

... 'Give me your tired, your
poor, your huddled

masses yearning to breathe
free,

The wretched
yvour teeming shore.

Send these. the homeless,
the tempesi-iost to me,

refuge oi

[ lift my lamp beside the
golden doort”

Liberty Museum and
Exhibits

The Statue of Liberty
National Monument includes
three major exhibits besides
the statue itself and the park
setting of the Liberty Island.

These are, the new Statue of
Liberty Museum, the American
Museum of Immigration and
the Ellis [sland. The Statue of
Liberty Exhibits can be seen in
the Museum inside the main
structure of the Statue's foun

dation. To visit these striking
exhibits is to see the history of
the statue from the birth of the
idea, through her construce-
tion, to the Dedication Day,.
Visitors can see the uriginal
lerracotta models of Liberty by

Bartholdi. the Statue's interior
structure in cutaway replicas,
the Statue's face, eyes, hands
and feet, and in the center of
the main lobby the old torch is
on display. The statue's colos-
sal size is dramatically appar-
ent there from the size of her
face

Spirit of the Statue

The capacity of the Statue
of Liberty to evoke the noblest
sentiments and best efforts for
freedom is nothing sort of
magical. She inspires all with
lofty ideals of truth and justice
of freedom and law. She deeply
ennchants all her visitors In a
personal and a collective way

Frhough Liberty belongs to
America, her spirit and mes-
sage of freedom inspires the
whole world

|
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Wit's End Cafe

by Etesham Huda

Wit's End is packed today

There ain't too many glowing cigarettes. but there's too

much smoke

“No Smoking™ signs are gone. it never made sense anyway
You can hear some familial tunes. but it's not the Smiths
Sipping your coffee when you look at the window outside
You can see a Fuji blimp on the Boston sky

The Czechs are playing their daily Back Gamymon.
With a Mariboro in her fingers and a quick glance at your

eyes

Radka would casually throw the dice

Mira and Jay are discussing politics, war games and fame
Frequently | heard Saddam's name

On the black chairs made of cane,

A girl call Mika from Deift, sits next to my friend

Who's stands
Of French military
Behind me are Jeannine,

petrified. absorbing a tear jerking scene

executions on the TV screen

and Joanne

Who call themselves the "California Blondes”
Strangely today they are discussing where some exotic

metals come from

While Alan on a table near the door
Will crank out queer passes at you more and more

I'm trying hard not to stare, but

Ten feet away on a chair

Is a beautiful girl in dyed jet black hair [Veronical
She's got Mikli glasses and an Armani coat in grey
Astonishingly fancy she is and adorable like a doll.
She could play Yo Yo with her heart, to make many of you

crawl

But no way she can tell she's making my heart beat more
| realize now. that it's only because of her I'm writing this

Rob is her friend, today he ain't that high
Paco too is here, but not Paco de Lucia

There comes Sandy with Ellen and her new Mexican girl-

friend

Who will study about the deforestation of New England
"Yo maan, coolin coolin, respect” Dan screams in the long

cue

"Maan it's time my coffee is due”

Behind the counter the grinder's going wild
Look at Dave, he'll toss the cup in a style

Marcela and Romie talk about swan dives

Joaquin says in Barcelona a cat never has nine lives

My pal Big John "Bluetile” walked in with a cowboy hat to-

day

It was all of our kick of the day

He dogleaps through the door

Says "Hey E. T. my coffee flask is all stoked”

My books are heavy and my jacket is soaked

Now Dd:tr. gently grips my shoulder with a hand that's

cold

Says, this Dire Straits tune is never gonna turn old
Well | guess it has come to such a point
Maybe we should all step out to roll a "big fatty” joimt.

For Adults Only

" ally, a pen with ba-
s!”
This blurb for a
ballpoint pen oozes with

innuendo., most of it risque
Accompanied by a visual of a
well-endowed woman, the
whole advertisement (fairly
screamed sex in capital letters.

This piece of titillating ad
appeared in a New Delhi daily.
Sexy advertisements are now
extensively used to create
awareness of a product in
India, not so surprising prob-
ably considering it is the land
of the Kamasutra and home to
many temples famous the
world over for their graphic
murals and sculptures depict-
ing the art of lovemaking in all
its splendour and salacious-
ness.

This appears to be the rea-
son why India's public rela-
tions people, perhaps like
their colleagues all over the
world, have latched on to this
muarketing ploy. After all, if
tourists flock to India to sati-
ate themselves with temple
arlt, why not sexy ads to sell a
product?

So the rash of advertising
gems, most of them aimed at
tickling the imagination of the
consumer to induce him or
her to buy. flow almost end-
lessly from the fertile minds
of PR agency geniuses.

The ballpoint ad. inciden-
tally, created such an impact
that the company could hardly
meet the demand.

Another example of sensual-
ity in advertisement was a
come-on for a coffee product
called MR, which featured a
"mod couple” in the throes of
lovemaking. It literally raised a
tempest in a coffee cup.

Outraged readers sent off
angry letters to editors and
feminist groups cried "Foul!”
Media got into the act and
sponsored a debate on the sub-

ject of racy ads. Needless to

say. all the ensuing publicity —
most of it free — kept the cash
register ringing night and day
for the coffee-makers.

To be sure, the sexy ads
drew strong public protest but
who can argue against positive
results?

Rajesh Durgani. manufac-
turer of MR coffee, defended
the company's position Is
not coffee a stimulant? And so
why should we not use sex to
advertise (t? We are only trying
to say that foreplay is neces-
sary for all enjoyment, whether
it Is for sex or for the work
that goes into brewing your
own coffee

But Mr Durgani's explana-
tion did not go well with sev
eral people. The Consumers
Complaint Council of the
Advertising Standard Council
of India asserted that the MR
coffee ad was "In bad taste.’
Another advertising boss,
Rajesh Chaturvedi of Bahl &
Chaturvedi Communications,
comments angrily @ "1 feel very
strongly that the strength ol
the product should be high
lighted not by topless women

.We change with the times. but

we should not change our val-
ues,”

Then there was the brewery
ad which really set the adver-
tising world on fire. It showed
bikini-clad film star Pooja
Bhatt in a provocative pose.
However, this particular ad
was pulled out before long on
orders of the Securities and
Exchange Board of India.

An official said : "What has
Pooja got to do with the prod-
uct?”

Women's reactions,
nonetheless, are quite inter-
esling.

According to Vimla Patil,
former editer of the widely-
circulated magazine Femina.
"Sexisn is not offensive to
women. [t's fun. Even cat-walk
presentations — the bra look
and bustier look — are accept-
able. No one can stop the
trend, not even the women's
groups.”

Indeed. some of the ads are
cute and humorous.

But Mr Chaturvedi is still
angry. He says : "Where are we
headed for? Have we forgotten
our values, our culture?”

Mr Chaturvedi. for one. be-
lieves that the shedding of
clothes and inhibitions is a
cheap method of selling a
product. He says there have
been highly successful cam-
paigns which did not resert to
such gimmicks.

"Take Lalitaji (the Surf ad
woman). for example. She's an
ordinary woman. but how ef-
fectively she conveys the mes-
sage. You don't have to remove
her clothes to sell the product.
Or the Liril ad — the woman in
a bikini. But there is a touch of
class. The message about
freshness comes through.

But where does one draw
the line between artistic free
dom and vulgarity in the name
of creativity”

Says Mukesh Gupta, chair
man and managing director ol
IB & W Communications @ "l
believe that one should not go
that far Only to the extent that
it is relevant to the product. [t
is actually a question of how it
is executed. It should not be
vulgar. not obscene. The onus
is on the communications
people to practise self-disci-
pline. to follow a code of con-
duct”

Incidentally, Mr Gupta s
agency was among the first to
walk the thin line that sepa
rates creativity from wvulgarity
with a "bold” campaign for Cliff
shirts. The ad shows an en-
twined couple in a car with a
shirt on the bonnet. The cap
tion reads '@ "A great shirt is
not always worn.

The visual and the caption
leave very little 1o the imagina-
tionn. Would one call that vulgar
or creative”

Says Mr Gupta - "In the case
of Cliff, it has a certain sex-ap-
peal. We believe the ad is rele-
vant. There is just a touch of
romance.’

— Depthnews Asia



