wenor Babu
called the
the
Prime Minister
Roirala and {o
solution ol

those
while Bhattaral had gone into
hiding to avoid arrest
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700 activists of UPF

arrested in Nepal

KATHMANDU

Aug IR anti-Kbirala slogans
Nearly 700 rank and file a 'he demonstration later
tivists from the extreme left -turned into a public meeting
L'nited People's Front [U/PF) State-run transport oper
were arresied before and dus ated in the Nepalese capital

ing an «ll day nationwide sirike

called by the party on Wed but private cars. taxis and

nescany L party sourcee said diplomatic vehicles were ]-s.r-In

reports AF off the roads to avoid possible
A police source coplirmed altacks l']LirIHE_ the strike.

only that 401 people had been Three-wheel rickshaws

arresied both before and dur WEre also seen moving [reely

ing the dawn to dusk strike 1o ©on the roads. witnesses said

prevent a planned UPF march . _ _
late Tuesday and avoid trouble h“”""‘" in the main market
in the HI'[”“! during 1he cenires were closed bt
strike those in side streeis kept their
' doors apern

The UPF. headed by con- Schools were also closed

and many civil servants were
forced to walk to work because
of the lack of transport

A senior police officer said
there had been no reports of
ineidents inm outlying districts
of the capital until later in the
day. adding Kathmandu City
wias peaceful.

Protests against the care-
taker  government and the
Nepalese monarch began soon
after the King dissolved the
House of Representatives and
announced mid-term polls for
Novemnber, on Kotrala's advice

LERIEELY

I{IEO tﬂ VlSlt VlEtl‘lam. Errinw: Minister

asimiiy Rao ol India will make his first visit 1o Vietnam
during the flirst week ol Septemnber. the Foreign
announced Thursday, AP reports [rom Hanoi.

India is one of the countries which has encouraged politi
cal., economic and trade relations with Vietnam and has al
ways sympathised with and supporied Vietnam." Foreign
Ministrv spokeswoman Ho The Lan told a news conference

Ram Bhatiarai
sirike to denounce
interim government of
(ririja Prasad
protest the dis
Parliarnent by the
King in July

UPF Secrelary
Pumpha Bhusal was
arrested on

General
ATNONE
fuesday

On Wednesday some 2. 000
UPF supporters held a protesi
Kathmandu
anti monarch and

Ministry

Indian army chopper crashes, 3 die:
An army helicopter crashed in the northern Himalavan state
ol Himachal Pradesh Thursday and at least three soldiers
were killed. United News of India news agency said. AP
reports from New Delhi

Policemen found three bodies near the crash site. but it
was not immediately known how many people the helicopter
was ctarrving when it crashed

Rucket attacks hurt 37 in Kabul:

Ly seven people were wounded when opponents of
“1ehan President Burhanuddin Rabbani rocketed residential
15 of the capital Kabul on Wednesday. The official Kabul
Haclio satd. Reuter reports from Islamabad
The brpadcast. monitored in Islamabad, said the anti
Rabbani forces led by Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
and northern warlord Lseneral Abdul Rashid Dostum fired 52
rockets. which also damaged governmént buildings and pri
vale homes in the capital

__IR.A bomb destmys Pub in Belfast:

IRA bomb lesiroyved o pub on Wednesdev in a Protestant
part of Belfast. while f'!-l'lllﬁh army specialists defused a
[irebomb dumped in the doorway of a second pub, AP reports
from Belfast.

No one was reported injured. A dozen customers were in
the Grove Tavern when two men burst in. identified them
selves as Irish Republican Army members and left behind a
bomb in a gym bag. It exploded about 15 minutes after pubgo-
ers fled. witnesses and police said.

14 die in ROK hostess bar fire.

Fourteen people were killed when fire swept through a
hostess bar in Seoul lale on Wednesday, police sald, Reuter
reports from Seoul

Ten clients and four female employees were suffocated by
sinoke and toxic gas caused by buming carpets and furniture
in the bar on the fourth floor of a five-storey building. they
Said

Pakistan detains 22 Afghans:

Palistani police detained 22 Alghans at [slamabad Airport on
Wednesday when they arrisved from Kabul on a Saudi
diplomatic plane without visas, Interior Minister Nasirullah
Babar said. Reuter reports from Islamabad.

He told reporters the Alghans had probably come to attend
aAn opposition rally held in Islamabad on Wednesday to mark
the sixth anniversary ol the death of military ruler General
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq. Their identities were not immediately

Chinese Gen meets Perry in US:

Defence Secretary Wiliam Perry met a top Chinese General on
Wednesday in a sign of improvement! in rhilitary relations
frozen by Washington in 1989 after Beijing used the army o
crush pro-democracy protests. Reuter reports from
Washington

Perry met General Xu Hulzi, Deputy chief of General Stall
ol the People s Liberation Army — a visit strongly criticised by
a Republican Senator

Palestinian boy shot dead: ...

treops on Wednesday shot dead a Palestinian teenager who
tried to emter Egypt near the Rafah erossing point in the
autonomous Gaza Strip. Palestinian and Israeli officials said.
AFP reports [rom Gaza City

imad Ramen. 17, was from Rafah town. Palestinian mem
bers of the Joint Liaison Commitiee protested to Israeli milj
Lary officials over the incident. Palestinian sources said

Peres due in Gaza today: ..a

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres will visit the Gaza Strip on
Friday with his Nerwegian counterpart. Bjorn Godal, as a
guest of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. a Foreign Ministry

spokesman sald on Wednesday Reuter reports from
Jerusalem

Gunman kills Tajik TV official:

A Tajikistan state television rH‘f:uLit't was killed outside his
home Thursday by a gunman who escaped, Lhe ITAR Tass
news agency reported. AP savs from Dushanbe

Davatalh Rakhmonabev 4! was on his way to work when
he was attacked. police said Rakhmonaliev, director ol the
republican television programme. had strongly advocated the
restoration of a republican form of government 4n Tajikistan

Nobel laureate Canetti dies: =..

Canetti. winner of the 98] Nobele prize for literature. has
died. a relative said Thursday He was 89 AP reports from

Zurich
The writer — a Bulganan born British citizen who wrote in
CGerman — died last Sunday. said the relative, who asked not

o be identified The cause of death was ot disclosed

QPnke shakes N Japan, An earthquaie
wi a preliminary magnitude of 6.4 struck off Japan's

northernmost main island on Thursday but no injuries or
damage were immedhately reported. AF says from Tokyo

The guake siruck at | 43 pm 0443 GMT). the Ceniral
Meteorological Agency reporied [t was centered about 300
miles (500 kilometres northeast of Kushire on Japan' s
northermnmos! aain sland of Hokkatdo and abowt 120 miles
(200 kilommetres) south of the Russian island Urup part of the
Kurfl Chan

5!

guarded by security personnel

International

First extension of self-rule in Wést Bank

Israel will transfer education,

ALEXANDRIA, Egvpt. Aug
1R Jsrael and the PLO on
Thursday set a date for the
first time for giving Pales
tinians more control over their
lives in most of the West Bank
still under Israeli occupation
reporis AP,

[sraeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres and chiel PLO
negotiator Nabil Shaath said
education and cultural affairs
will be 1turned over to the
Palestinians on August 29,

The iransfer of education
and culture wouled be the first
extension of self rule outside
Garza and Jericho. Israel and
the PLO agreed to limmited au-
tonomy for Gaza and Jericho in
their accord signed last May in
Cairo -

Bul the two sides failed to
issue an expected joint state-
ment on lerrorism, and a
communigue issued after more
than nine hours of talks left
many details open on how the
Palestinians would bhe diven

other responsibilities.

In lieu of a terrorism state
ment, Shaath told reporters
the Palestinians were commit-
tedd "to the maintenance of
peare and doing ewverything
possible to stop violence. ’

in response. Peres said: |
take the declaration by Dr
Vabil Shaath as a real com-
mitment.”

He added. "We never said
that the Palestinian Authority
would have 100 per cent suc-
cess (in dealing with extrem-
ists] but we would like to see
100 per cent effort fo do so as
we are doing because this is
very serious,”

Peres' talks with Shaath fol-
lowed a meeting Wedmesday
between him and Egyptian

President Hosni Mubarak and a

statement by Peres that saw
progress in talks hetween
Israel and Syria.

A three-page communique
at the end of the meeting said

cultural affairs to PLO Aug 29

the two sides agreed on start-

ing a promised "safe passage"

for Palestinians to travel be-
lween the self-rule zones in
Gaza and Jericho.

It noted that Palestinians,
lorbidden (o enter Israel,
would still be allowed to travel
between the two zones in
buses escorted by Israel sol-
diers.

On Wednesday, the two
sides also said they would try
to finish talks within a week
nn widening Palestinian au-
thority, for health, tourism and
taxation. And they sel a dead-
line of September 1 for invit-
ing some 400 volunteers from
Canada. Finland, Turkey.
Australia, Norway, and two un-
named EU countries to partic-
ipate in an unarmed observer
force in the autonomous areas.

Other points of agreement
inclhuded: |

— The release of 249
Palestinian prisoners still held
by Israel.

— The start of work by
FPalestini ~ liaison officers at
border ciusasings from Egypt
and Jordan, where Palestinians
have complained of inurdi—
nately long delays.

— A joint effort to seek up
to $40 million from Western
,nations to help the Palestinian
" Authority untfl it is able to col-
lect taxes to cover its ex-
penses.

A major issue left unre-
solved was when the
Palestinians will be allowed to
hold elections to select a 100-
person legislative council

"We feel that elections
should not be delayed because
they are an expression of
democracy,” Shaath said. "They
are the only way a real man-
date from the people can be
given."

The Palestinians earlier this
week presented a paper to the
Israelis calling for balloting no
later than December.

sty
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Ziu-Ul-Hagqg, 1n Islamabad on Wednesd:.

R e

shakes hands with Ejazul Haq (R) son of late President
The opposition celebrated the sixth anniversary of

the death of General Zia-Ul-Haq. Zia died in a military air crash in 1988. The Prime Minister
of Pakistani held Kashmir, Abdul Qayyum, is in centre

Sharif to launch campaign after Sept 11

— AFP photo

ISLAMABAD, Aug 18: Foll
owers of Pakistan's late mili
Lary ruler General Mohammad
Zia-Ul-Hagq denounced Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto as a
traitor on Wednesday and
swore to overthrow what they
called her corrupt govern-
ment, reports Reuter.

"Resign by September 11 or
we will throw you out”, de-
clared o ition leader Nawaz
Sharif at a rally at Zia's grave to
mark the sixth anniversary of
his death in a plane crash.

Sharif, a Zia protege re
placed by Benazir after she
a general election in
October. said he would launch
a campaign to oust her and
Fresident Farooq Leghari if
they did not quit

The campaign will not end
till we send them packing. he
tolddl a crowd of several thou-
siand people outside [slama

Wl

bad's giant Faisal Mosque
where Zia's remains are
buried.

They chanted slogans prais-
ing Zia, who toppled Benazir's
f[ather, then Prime Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. in a 1977
army coup and hanged him
after a conspiracy-to-murder
f-nnvirtmﬂ.

Sharif accused both Leghari
and Benazir of misrule a
charge denied by the govern-
ment, which in turn accuses
Sharif of pursuing a political
offensive to divert attention
from charges of corruption
relating to his own 30 months
in government.

‘Let me warn you, people
would nolt throw you in the
Arabian Sea, which ts far, but
in Rawal Dam near here. "
Sharifl told Benazir

‘Mard-I-Momin,
Haq (true believer

Mard |
man of

Z1a’s followers swear to
overthrow Benazir govt

truth). Zia-Ul-Haq. Zia-Ul-
Haq", the crowd shouted (o
punctuate the harshly-worded
speeches by Sharif and Zia's
elder son Ejaz-Ul-Haq, a
former minister in the Sharif
government.

Sharif, who has refused re
peated offers from Benazir for
talks to soothe political acri
mony, accused her of spoiling
relations with neighbouring
Alghanistan and being sofl on
Pakistan's arch-foe India.

"l say they are traitors who
will destroy our country, but
we will pot let them do this.”
he =aid ol the government.

[.jaz said his father was
killed in a conspiracy whose
anthors would soon be ex-
posed,

Zia's C-130 military trans-
port crashed in the desert
near the Punjab Province town
of Bahawalpur on August 17,

Floods kill 33
in China

BEIJING, Aug 18: At least
33 people have died in heavy
rains and flooding that hit cen-
tral and northeastern China in
the last week, press reports
said today, according to AFP.

In the central province of
Hunan. at least 18 died in tor-
rential downpours between
August 14-15, while a further
1,900 were injured.

More than 14.000 people
were left homeless as moun-
tain torrents caused by the
rains destroyed more than
9.000 hectares (22 000 acres)
of farmland. with direct eco-

nc mic losses estimated at 380

million yuan (44 million dol
lars).

In the northeastern
province of Liaoning, at least
15 people died in the worst
looding in 30 years that af-
fected some 2.5 million peo-
ple, the reports said.

Total economic Ilosses
amounted to 5.8 billiorr yuan
(674 million dollars)

Benazir restricts
movement of

[slamic extremists

ISLAMABAD. Aug 18: Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto has
begun restricting the move-
ment of some Islamic extrem-
ists, including lawmakers in an
effort to end months of sectar
ian violence, reports AP.

A militant Muslim legislator
was barred this week f[rom
entering Karachi after his
Sunni Muslim followers cla-
shed with soldiers. Three
militants died. .

Police said they feared
Azam Tarigq would incite vio-
lence. Tarig's followers regu-
larly clash with minority
Shi'ite Muslims, who have
formed gangs of their own.

After a recent spate of gun-
battles, bombings and execu-
tions by members of rival
Islamic sects, Ms. Bhutto con-
demned religious fanaticism
and warned that sectarian vio-
lence could destroy the coun-
try.

‘It is the most serious
threat facing Pakistan today.”
said Igbal Ahmed. a political
analysts and university profes-

' sor.

{ CLOMHBO)Y Aug I8 Alter
hier lather and husband were
assassinated and her f(amily

torn apart by political squab-

bles, many people were sur
prised when Chandrika Ku,
maratunga ran lor
hersell. reports AF

But on Wednesday, she
staked her claim to form a
government “after her five

party alliance won the largest
block of seats in Sri Lanka's
parliament

In 1959, when she was 14
vears old. her father., Prime
Minister Solomon Dias Ban
daranaike. was assassinated by
4 Buddhist monk.

A few weeks laler,
mother, Sirimave Bandara
nalke, became the {irst woman
in the world to be elected as a
national leader, and she served
as prime minister twice: 1960
655 and 1970-77

in 1972, Chandrika guit
work on her doctorate on the
economics ol development at
sorbonne in Paris. She re

turned to Sri Lanka to help her
mother fight a decree banning

and to help
Vviiava

her from politics

her hhusband ACLOT

Kumaratunga — campaign lor a
seat in Parbdament
in | GRE %O N after

Chandrika and Vijaya formed a
party b

socialist opposition
radical group assassinated him
Facing death threats hersel
she fled 1o Britain with her
two children Chandrika re
furned to Sn Lanka in #9990
After a political part
unsuccessiul

formed proved

l\ihr abandoned n and joined

office. [

her

that she

L B . — — —_—— - —

(hundrika Kumaratunga raises her clasped hands n a
traditional Sinhalese greeting to her supporters

- AFP photo

Jority also ex

'Chandrika a veteran of political mayﬁeﬁz )

her mother's opposition Free-
dom Party.

But that led to another cri
Sis

She and her brother, Anura,
both wanted to lead the party
once their 76-year-old mother
retired. Therg feud ended last
year when Anura abandoned
his family and joined the ruling
United National Party.

“In my family, it always has
been politics at breakfast, poli-
ticrs at lunch and politics at
dinner.” Chandrika recently
old a group of reporters. “Sn

politics is in my blood, des
what happened (0o my fat rr

and my husband

“1 did not intend to be in
politics at such a high level... |
have been propelled to dizzy-
ing heights and | find it ex-
tremely uncomfortable because
of all these restrictions.”

Like her mother, Chandrika
s charismatic. She often ex-
cited people during election
rallies., and drew crowds,
by calling President Dingiri
Banda Wijetunga a lunatic and
his free-market economic
policies “crony capitalism” that
enrich the rich

Some members of the is-
land's Hindu Tamil minority
see in her the possibility ol a
cease fire with Tamil rebels
fighting an 1 | -year-old war for
independence in northern and
castern Sr Lanka.

Bul many people in the na-
tlon's Buddhist Sinhalese ma
fear that

Chandrika be as authort

tarian and socialistic as her
I”"lmr ——)

e
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Analou (R) models a tartan bhra.

skirt and red silk parka

and Angani wears a red tartan dress on Wednesday during
the launch of the C & A Autumn collection at London s

Lanesborough Hotel.

— AFP photo

Miracle cheque!

KANSAS CITY: A man who mistakenly received a govern-
ment cheque for nearly 837000 dollars may have belteved it
was a miracle, but a jury didn't. reports AP

William H Irvin III illegally cashed the 836939 19 dollars

cheque in June 1992, a federal jury concl
convicted him of knowingly spending

uded Wednesday. It

government money. fil-

ing a false tax return and laundering some of #t through

cashier's cheque.

Irvin said he believed theé money was

a gift from God be

cause it appeared after he praved for self sufficiency on a

lonely road one night.

He is an airport security officer who

makes about 12000 dollars a vear

The: cheque was the result of a computer error

Irvin. a

Persian Gulf War veteran was only entitled to 183.69 dollars

fram the government.

Irvin faces up to 43 years in prison and a

Liz was beaten by three

lars fine.

| 25 million dol

- of her seven husbands?

LOS ANGELES: The actress Elizabeth Taylor sued the NBC
television network on Wednesday to block the broadcast of a
mini-series based on a book that contends she was beaten by
three of her seven husbands, reporis Al

The still unreleased book by
C David Heymann also claims
Taylor laboured to make cur
rent husband Larry Fortensky
presentable in her upper-crusi
social circles. Taylor met the
working-class Fortensky in a
drug-rehabilitation pro-
gramme.

The lawsuit contends the
mini-series would invade
Taylor's privacy, be imaccurate
and hurt her financially. The
show is planned to broadcasi
next season, although no date
has been set.

Also named as defendants
were Heymann, producer

Lester Persky and screenwriter Gerald

Avres

NBC spokesman Flody Suarez said network officials had
not seen the lawsuit and would not comment
He did say, another NBC mini-series based on a Heymann

biography,
two years ago.

"A Woman Named Jackie

won an Emmy Award

Taylor's attorney, Neil Papianc. said Heymann's work was

inaccurate in damaging ways.

Manila fo

cut strong

army by 25pc in 10yrs

MANILA. Aug 18: The ranks
of the Philippines 120.000
sirong military would be
irimmed by about 25 per cent
by 2004, military Chief General
Arturo Enrile said here today.
reports AFP

Enrile said this would be
done through a normal process
of attrition.

He added that -the civilian
anti-insurgency militia force —
the Citizens Armed Forces
Geagraphical Unit (CAFGU) —
would hopefully be completely
disbangded by then as the
communist insurgency it was
created to fight would have
ceased to be a major threat.

Viee Chief of Stafl
Lieutenan! General Aifredo
Filler said the CAFGU, which is
based in the country’s rural ar
eas, number about 65 800 but
would be reduced to about
58.450 'n}r next year, with
more reductions in the future
" The cutback in forces in
part of a military streamlining
programme to redirect funds
for external defence rather
than counter-insurgency el
lorts which have long been the
Philippine military’'s main con
cern.

The awitch to external de
lence comes due to the closure
of all US bases in this country
in 1992 and the weakening ol
the local communist insur
gency. which has declined
froann a high of 285,000 armed
guerillas in the mid- 19808 to
only about 8,000 currently.

The military is to transfer
the bulk of s ¢ounter-insur
gency responsibilities to the
nationwide police force by
next year

Enrile said a joint military
police coinmitiee was looking
at the vartous districts of the

country to determine which
areas are sale enough lor the
police 0o lake over security
dutics

Ramos orders probe
into drug charges
against 11 Indians
MANILA, Aug 18 President

Fidel Ramos on Thursday

ordered an investigation into

the case of 11 Indians whe
were allowed to leave the
country although capital drug
charges were pending against
them. reperts AP

The Indians were arrested

July I for allegedly

manufacturing an illegal drug

called madrax in the Manila
suburb of Pasay City. They were
charged with drug offenses
which carry the death penalty

Bul last week. officials con-
firmed the |1 were allowed to
leave the country under the
sell deportation” system

On Wednesday., Sen

Erncsio Herrera claimed the

Indians were part of an inter

national drug ring which was

using the Philippines ak a

transshipment point for nar

cotics headed for the lUnited

States and other countries



