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Vote for Change
in Sri Lanka

The Sri Lankan electorate have voted for
change. Not just for a rhang of guard after 17
of the United National Parey (UNP) rule. But
E“ ng a new phase of national reconciliation
for t battle-weary nation. This adds a distinct
quality to the people's verdict in Tuesday's par-
liamentary elections. The Socialist people's
Alliance, a conglomerate of leftist groups, with its
Fln.nk for negotiating peace with the still rebel-
jous LTTE. even has an ally in the Muslim
Congress, let alone some Tamil groups. It is thus
prospectively broadbased cutting across ethnic,
ideological and religious lines. Chances are it can
fmat unity in the polity.
umerically, the verdict is not a clear-cut one.
The key to the balance of power between the
People's Alliance, which has captured 105 seats,
and the hitherto ruling United National Party,
that has bagged 94 seats, in a 205-member
Parliament, is obviously held by the smaller par
ties. But three points must be made in all fairness
to the election results. First, natural allies of the
People's Alliance have come out successful in the
lls. so that they readily add as a factor in the
ormation of a coalition. It can be intrinsically a
stronger formation than what the PA's adversary,
the l.ll_ﬁ'JF', could hope for: a loose coalition in an
alternative scenario. Secondly, the UNP's cen-
trist character could not work to their benefit in
the election campaign as against the leftist orien-
tation of the PA because the latter intelligently
kept from stretching its socialist fervour by ask-
ing for a shift in the un-guin% economic liberali-
sation programme. How could they ignore the
foreign investments it brought to the country?
'I'hirgly. what perhaps turned the table was the
PA's aski
gotiate with the LTTE which has been in a run-
ning war with the government since 1982 for a
separate ethnic homeland in the north and the
east. This was in sharp contrast to the UNP's te-
rted refusal to do so. It so hapﬁens that the
ople's Alliance's holding out of the promise to
actually have such negotiations with the rebel
Tamils has resulted in their obtaining the critical
support of the Tamil grﬂ?s.

?‘ﬂg Sri Lankan President, who is a UNP ap-
pointee, has already called the leader of the sin-
le majority party, i.e the People's Alliance,

handrika Kumaratunga, to form the new gov-
ernment. So, we are going to have another
woman as the head of government in the SAARC
region, after Bangladesh and Pakistan. This is
women's leadership at the top, as a complement
to their empowerment at the %rassrnuts level.
Bangladesh completes the cycle by having a
woman as the leader of the opposition.

The completion of Sri Lankan parliamentary
polls goes down ver?r well with us as a mark of

litical maturity of the country. Despite there
Egi 3400 clashes during the campaign and a
Tamil boycott of the polls in Jaffna, there was 75
per cent turn-out in the elections in the rest of
the country. The returns are not smeared by
widespread allegations of rigging or false vetinﬁ
either. Credit goes to the ruling party in no small
measure for the precautions it took to complete
the electoral process. The clamping of emer-
gency and curfew to avert clashes over the poll
results spoke of the government seriousness.

At the same time it depicted the inner tension
of the society. This is what we hope Sri Lanka will
put behind her in due course. For the present, we
look forward to the right kind of working equa-
tion developing between the new Prime Minister
and the constitutionally powerful President, who
belong to rival political parties.

Stop Soccer Hooliganism

The infamous British soccer hooliganism
seems to have invaded our stadiums. Yesterday
the Dhaka Stadium was not just the venue of a
football match but also one of the ugliest of soccer
violences that left its frenzied trail far beyond the
playing ground. Mercifully though one of the rival
teams commands a small following and the rivalry
of the fans stopped short of reaching the inten-
sity it does if the big teams of the Dhaka League
are involved in the fray. Mostly clashes between
the police and the disgruntled fans of a team,
they however left as many as 100 hurt, cars and

various other property damaged. Some lottery -

ticket§ and cash were also looted by the fans who
went berserk.

Evidently the supporters gave vent to their
anger and disappointment on everything they
came across in the absence of any worthy oppo-
nent. It has spared the supporters grievous bodily
wounds but at the same time the letting loose of
their frenzy has once again brought to the fore
the question whether on a day something goes

wrong somewhere it will be possible to lead a

civilized and somewhat secured life in the city.
There is a growing tendency among political ac-
tivists, factory workers, football fans and even
students of educational institutions to unleash
their wrath on unsuspecting people either pass-
ing by or engaged in their daily business having
no connection with the dispute. ,
This unpredictable aggressive behaviour of
groups of people at the busy city centre or there-
abouts is posing a direct threat to life and prop-
erty. The hooligans complain against oge thing

but thcms;lves commit a crime on innocent ones

without remorse. That the entire Gulistan, Purana
Paltan and Nawabpur turned into a battle zone
yesterday owes to one single incident on the soe-
cer field. It was the injury to Mohammedan skip-

per Rumman bin Wali Sabbir and the subsequent
the proceeding. Hell

refusal by the referee to stﬂE

broke loose. The fans clashed with the men in

uniform who were desperately trying to restore-

order in the stadium.

However it is not
blame at the fans' door. The players and the team
officials behave no less irresponsibly. Their irre-

sponsible act on the field ignites the fuse to

spread the fury in the stadium proper and off the
field. Football after all is not just a game, nor is it

any ordinary form of entertainment nor a public
show. It has the ability

educate the fans, the players and the team offi-

cials must ﬂ(st of all show what football means.
Disci

of this mfost popular game.

for a mandate from the people to ne-

quite reasonable to lay all the

to teach a moral lesson or
two even to some of the illuminating minds. To

pline,-courage and fortitude are the hallmark

AL Bahadur Shastri was
I the last Congress prime

minister who was unco-
mfortable with corruption. He
made Finance Minister T T
Krishnamachari at the Centre
and Chief Minister Pratap
Singh Kairon in the state of
Punjab quit because he found
them lacking integrity. At that
time the party made it
obligatory for every minister.
alfter assuming office, to
declare the assets and to
update the information an-
nually.

This practice was not fol-
lowed during Indira Gandhi's
tenure- since she was more
concerned with politics than
morality. Corruption did not
disturb her; lack of loyalty did
Elections became a big busi
ness in her time. When
Jayaprakash Narayan, a
Gandhian, told her about the
then West Bengal minister
Bijoy Nath Nhar's charge that
the Congress spent Rs 30 lakh
i1 a byelection In Orissa, she
said : "We hawe no money
Subsequently, she was so obliv
jous to charges of corruption
that she came to rationalise it

‘as a world phenomenon

Modern in outlook, Rajiv
Gandhi was interested more in
results than methods. He be-
gan as Mr Clean but ended up
with worse reputation than his
mother's. Corruption during
his prime ministership tran-
scended the party and reached
his Iltalian scion. It is already
public that one of the benefi-
ciaries of the kickbacks [rom
the Bofors gun deal is an
Italian.

Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao is pragmatic even in the
matters of corrufition It all

| depends on whose toes he has

to tread. Chidambaram had to
resign from the council of
ministers in the initial stage of
inguiry into the securily scam
because he is a lightweight in

S

elections, Cuauhtemoc Car-
denas faces an uphill battle in
the August 21 Mexican
presidential contest.

On the stump recently in
Morelos state, the 60-year-old
son of "Tata" Lazaro Cardenas,
President of Mexico from
1934 to 1940, appraised his
chances : “We are more organ-
ised than in 1988. We have a
gredter capacity for mobilisa-
tion. Most of all, we know our

[X years afler being de-
nied the presidency in

_adversaries much better this
_time around.”
But f Cardenas' Party of the

Democratic Revolution (PRD)
knows its foes better in 1994,
its foes — the 65-years-in-
power Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party (PRI} and the
PRI's sometimes-ally, the
richt-of-centre National Action
or PAN — also know Cardenas
and his opposition forces
much better.

As the three-way race en-
ters its final phase with no
clear winner vyet in sight,
Diego Fernandez de Cevallos.
PAN's brash, bristle-bearded
candidate, slashes at Cardenas
from the right with the kind of
fierce, mocking attack that
caused him to be judged the
winner of Mexico's first-ever
televised presidential debate.

At the same time the ruling
party attacks Cardenas from on
top. outspending the PRD $42
million to $2 million on the

the fraud-riddled 1988 -

Insensitivi

M
When ethical considerations inherent in public behaviour become generally dim and beyond the mental grasp

of those who occupy high pos
ship, the prime minister, stops

politics. Others although In
dicted by the joint parliamen

tary committee (JPC), have not
been touched because any ad
tion n.l,ulhul them might dis
turb the balance which has
helped Rac survive as prime
minister for the last three

years.

True, he is not happy over
the phraseology of the Action
Taken Report' on the JPC find-
ings because his style is not to
rub the people on the wrong
side unnecessarily. But even
before the 'Action Taken
Report’ was written, he had
made it clear that he did not
want to punish any minister
Once the bureaucrats found
that the indicated ministers
would go scot-free, they saw to
it that their compatriots too
were not harmed. The discus
sion on the 'Action Taken
Report in the cabinet was only
a reutine matlter because no
minister said anything

Had Rao stuck to his earlier
resolve to reshuffle the cabinet
on July 20 and to drop some
ministers, he would have
avoided the storm in parlia-
ment. But he could not keep
the reshuffle a secret — thanks
to the story leaked — and
found that he was vuinerable to
pressure. The controversial
deals of Gold Star Steel and
Alloys Limited in which Raos
son is a director, also weak
ened his resclve.

The prime minister could
not visualise his government
without Manmohan Singh who
has been named by the JPC for
showing Trelative unconcern

the governing party’s 65-y
many Mexicans believe won the

re-born Left.

But the finance minister could
have probably helped the
prime minister by apologising
to the nation when the scam
story broke out that he had nol
realised the gravity of the
scandal. Instead, he made
flippant remarks like "he
would not lose his sleep” over
the abnormal rise in share
prices. In fact, he wanted to
show that the boom was be-
cause of his liberal economic
policies, which were being at-
tacked

None doubts the integrity
of Singh but he has not re-

the departments”

What has galled the com
munity the opposition par
ties have only reflected the
sentiment — is that there is no
nnister or top official who has
been held accountable. The
scam has crossed the figure of
Rs 9.000 crore. It is the
biggest scandal since indepen
dence The people expected
some ministers and officers
punished. But the prime min-
ister is not allowing the wheels
of justice to move for political
and other considerations

Strictures by the JPC
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alised that politics demands
discretion. not the badge of
honesty which he flaunts all
the time " He unnecessarily de
fended his former colleague
Venkitaraman. the Reserve
Bank governor, when the scam
hit the headlines and threat
ened to resign if Venkitaraman
was asked to go. Manmohan
Singh should not take the
credit ol unearthing the scam
because he came to know of it
only after jhe press had re
ported on it extensively

It was amusing to read in
his defence that it was not
humanly possible for the [i-
nance minister to personally
supervise the working of all
departments of his ministry. If
it is not humanly possible
then why should he retain all

The Tied-up Donkey Takes on

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

should have been enough flor
the indicted to quit. Would
they have stayed back if the
some remarks had been made
by the Supreme Court? Why
has the JPC, the highest body
of parliament, been t(reated
shabbily? Ministers in the past
have been asked to resign even
when their responsibility was
only moral. In the case of
scam, they have violated every
rule and have played havoc
with the funds. Why none has
the sensitivity to resign on his
own? Rajesh Pilot's proposal to
all ministers to submit their

rresignation to make the job of

Rao easy was an honourable
way out.

By casting aside the report
as a "failure of the system” or
by withdrawing it, the

John Ross writes from Morelos, Mexico
N
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas. Mexico’s main opposition politician, is taking another run at ending

itions, the nation faces a serious situation. But when the captain of the nation’s ,
differentiating between wrong and right the nation is in peril.

Congress has fmade light of
corruption: it has insulted the
house because it was a unamni-
mous report by all parties. in-
cluding the Congress. What
sanctity of such reports is left?
The opposition is justified in
is anger

On the other hand. an un-
concerned Centre has only
given green signal to the states
where the administrations are
reeling under corruption. Now
they will be encouraged in
their inalpractices. There are

numerous examples to show
how thefe s no limit to which
organisations and ministers
can go for their personal gain

Take the grabbing of prime
property in New Delhi. The
late Satpal Mittal MP was
given 2 000 square yards in
1984 for Rs. 1 lakh to build
the Centre for Population
Studies for parliamentarians.
He put up a huge complex and
rented portion of the four-
storey building to Navodavya
Vidyalaya. a subsidiary of
Human Resources Ministry,
the portiolio which Narasimha
Rao held at one stage Mittal
died in 1992 and his son,
Sunil, although not an MP, was
nominated to the board of
trustees. He has now privatised
the complex and eased out
former members of parliament
Dharam Chand Jain and
Mahendra Prasad

In Punjab, Jagir Singh, min-
ister for development and
panchayats, and his son have
forcibly occupied a 15-acre
plot attached to a school in
Khadoor Sahib, near Amritsar.
They have not cared for the

the Tiger

ear hold on power. But Gemini News Service reports that the man
1988 poll is being attacked from the established Right and a

books and probably five-to-ten
timmes that amount off them. It

dominates the electronic me-

dia and is painting every wall
and rock in the nation with
the name of its once-unknown
candidate Ezmesto Zedillo, the

replacement for President
Carlos Salinas’ assassinated

first choice, Luis Donaldo
Colosio.

When Cardenas draws
30.000 to a rally at the
National Autonomous
University (UNAM), the na-

tion's number one newscaster
ignores the event and instead
interviews Zedillo for 25 min-
utes.

Meanwhile, Salinas travels
the country. dispensing funds
from government give-away

programmes to the poor. The

PRI pays for polls that
"demonstrate” that Cardenas
popularity has shrunk to 11
per cent.

Mexican elections are like a
fight between a tiger and a
tied-up donkey. says historian
Antonio Garcia Leon, and the
one-sidedness of the contest is
taking its toll on the belea-
guered opposition leader. After
seven years of relentless barn-
storming, the Cardenas cam-
paign seems to be running out
of fuel. .

Rallies lack the spontaneity
that marked the last months of
the historic 1988 campaign
when Cuauhtemoc, as he is
universally addressed, finished
last. The candidate himself
seems fatigued, "a historic
weariness.” in the words of po-
litical analyst Jorge Casteneda.

To add to the opposition
candidate's woes, Cardenas,
who counted on the support of
the Left in 1988 and even as-
sumed the Mexican Socialist
Party's registration to legalise
the PRD, is attacked by a re-
born Left stirred up by the
success of the rebellion of the
Zapatista National Liberatien
Front in the southern Chiapas
stale.

Although Cardenas’
nationalist, state-oriented
political stance has not altered
much since 1988 when a
fragmented Left was much
more willing to overlook
differences and jump on the
winning bandwagon. dthe
Zapatisla uprising has offered

the Left an armed option, new
revolutionary heroes, and
opened old ideological wounds
centring on the validity of
participating in the electoral
process.

Within the PRD hierarchy —
a collection of former PRI
members and several currents

of the Left. including former
guerrillas — the constant

jousting for party positions has
resulted in shifting alleglances
and ill defined positions

Candidates are not selected
by popular process but by
agreements between various
factions. The peasants and ur-
ban slum-dwellers who form
the basis of the party have lit-
tle role in decision-making
and no real participation, ex-
cept to attend Cardenas’ cam-
paign rallies.

More than 250 members of
the PRD have been killed in
political violence since 1988
and most of the victims have
come from the party's rank
and file.

Adding to Cardenas’ woes
was a May visit to rebel terri-

volved in the Cuttack liguor

iragedy of May 1992 In his
statement before the Behera

COmHMIiSSIon . into the
tragedy. Anadi Sahu. the then
DIG of Police. has said that the
main culprit of the crime,
Surinder Das. had "the explicit
support of the powerful minis-
of state cabinet and offi-
cers of the district administra-
tion in the expansion of the il-
legal hooch empire.” Lately.
the three ministers have been
putting pressure on police to
scuttle the investigation [t is
needless to add that the law
and order portfclio is under
chief minister Biju Patnaik.

When ethical considera-

tions inherent in public be-
haviour become generally dim
and beyond the mental grasp
of those who occupy high posi
tions, the nation faces a seri-
ous situation. But when the
captain of the nation's ship.
the prime minister. stops dif-
ferentiating between wrong
and right the nation is in peril.

The scam was a test
whether the ruling Congress.
haunted by the Bofors. could
retrieve the situation by taking
action against the indicted.
With what face can the Centre
take action against a chief min-
ister for being corrupt? He can
turn back and say : physician
heal thyself Corruption is not a
relative term. It does not be-
come less reprehensible when
ministers and top officials are
involved.

tory in Chiapas during which
he was lambasted by popular
Zapatista spokesperson
Subcomandante Marcos as
anti-democratic whilée his
party was equated with the
country's two main right-wing
parties. The January rebel
uprising has dogged Cardenas
along the c trail with
ski-masked Marcos look-alikes
often appearing at his rallies
along with rebel banners, and
the rebels slogan drawing
more support cheers than
Cardenas’ speeches.

Despite the difficulties on
the Left. however, Cardenas’
fortunes may yet receive a
boost from troubles on the
Right. :

In 1988, the surprise out-
pouring of votes for him came
from a haemorrhaging PRI
whose supporters, dissatisfied
with rampaging inflation and
the party's lack of democracy,
cast their ballots for Cardenas,
himself a renegade PRI mem-
ber.

This year, with the ruling
party torn into factions by the
Colosio assassination., a
thwarted presidential bid by
the man sent to negotiate with
the rebels. and Zedillo's dis-
puted candidacy. the condi-
tions for a similar turn towards

Cardenas are once again possi-
bie.

JOHN ROSS is an Ametican
poet-reporter-activist, with
more than three decades ex-
perience of covering Mexico.
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Letters for publication in these columns should ‘bel
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject-to editing and cuts. |
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Sir, It was heartening for
the nation to see the smiling
faces of Professor Emajuddin
Ahmed, and the student lead-
ers, in The Daily Star photo of
August 14th. There was an ac-
cord, between the main stu-
dent bodies on Friday, August
12. The VC deserves our
thanks for his initiative in
bringing in the student bodies
together for a dialogue.

It is only a 'courageous step
and not a giant stride’. But the
accord signifies that much ecan
be done if the channels of
communication between the
student bodies and the univer-
sity authorities are kept free.

Every patriotic person has
an important role to play in
bringing peace in the univer-

whole. ;
The 'silent majority’ must

ture is at stake.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
51 Siddheswari Road.,
Dhaka-1217
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Sir, For the f{irst time in
decades sweets have been dis-
tributed and flowers ex-

Dhaka University on August 13,
1994 -instead of bullets and
brickbats.

We rejoice the ebullient and
enthusiastic celebrations and

played by the Vice Chancellor
Prof Emajuddin Ahmed.
Chhatra Dal and Chhatra
League leaders for the peace

j accord which we feel is no less

sity as well as in the nation as a

not remain silent, when our fu-

changed among the students of

also welcome the historic role

than

address. _ ) _ —
Students celeb important domestically
the international Arab-lsraeli
campus peace accord peace accord for peaceful co-

existence.

Let
love and peace, education and
discipline be the guiding prin-
ciples for the students of
Dhaka University. We wish
them all a happy and prosper-
ous future and all success in
life.

Bravo Dhaka University stu-
dents. Perhaps you have

proved that a pen is mightier
than a sword.

O H Kabir
Dhaka

Coverage of Ctg
incident
Sir, I am a regular reader of
"The Daily Star" and upto now

have found the newspaper to
be quite satisfactory. But the

coverage of the sad and shock-
ing clash between the APSU
and the Jamaat in Chittagong
on 26th July has surprised and
disappointed me. In compari-
son to all other dailies, both
English and ‘Bengali, yours
seemed to be the only paper
that covered the incident in
the minimum way. Also the
photograph of the damaged car
in Dhaka while many graphic
pictures of Chittagong of that

day were available, seemed bi-
ased.

Am 1 to conclude that your
newspaper has shifted from its
supposedly neutral ground and
playing down the role of the
Jamaat and Shibir in Chitta-

gong?
I hope you will project a

true and unbiased picture
should such an occasion arise

sweets and flowers, |

again, as is expected of your
newspaper irrespective ol your
political affidations, if any. |
hope you will indulge me by
printing this letter.

Sharmeen Beg
H-17. Road 8. Dhanmandi,
Dhalan

Sale of jute mills

Sir, Due to persistent loss
the government has decided
to sell the losing nationalised
jute mills. But it is difficult to
find out buyers for these. Many
of these mills were owned by
Pakistani industrialists like
Adamjee, Karim. etc. Since
Government is encouraging
foreigners to set up industries
in the country, it may not be a
bad -idea to hand over these
mills to their original owners,
without any liability accumu-
lated since independence ol
Bangladesh. - Original owners,
by virtue of their experience
and expertise, are expected to
run the mills efficiently.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment. Dhaka

BAI teachers

S8ir, The Bangladesh Agri-
cultural Institute (BAI) is a
ligher agricultural education
institution situated at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar, Dhaka. At pre-
sent it is offering only a four-
year BSe Agriculture (Honours)
Degree course. The teachers
at BAIl are always conscious
about imparting latest practi-
cal knowledge to the students.
In this regard, it would be
highly appreciated if represen-
tatives from BAI are officially
invited to attend different
seminar, symposium, work-
shops etc on agriculture and
development related issues
frequently organized by gov-
erniment organisations as well

" as NGOs. If the teachers of BAI

are given, the opportunity to at-
tend such functions. they will
definitely learn about the latest
developments in the wvarious
scientific fields related to agri-
culture. And this will

~irengthen their Leaching abil-
Iy. -

M Zahidul Haque
General Secretary,
Teachers™ Association

Fundamentalism and
fundamentalists

Sir, Mr Abdul Bayes, in his
article under the caption

"Time to Turn the Tarnished -

Image” published in The Daily
Star on August 13, 1994, de-
nounced fundamentalism and
fundamentalists in Bangladesh.
During the last three years,
statements., utterances, com-
ments and views of various
groups and individuals have

. been published in Bangladesh

newspapers making such de-
nunciations. Some political

leaders are no record saying
"We will not allow fundamen-
talism Lo grow in Bangladesh.”
1 had written letters to several
prominent dailies of Dhaka
which carried the news of de-
nunciation, requesting the
people concerned to explain
or provide clarifications as to
what fundamentalism is. My
letters were published in the
Letters Columns of the dailies.
But till today | have not seen
any explanation or clarification
or any write-up to that effect.
[t is very easy to denounce
something but it is not that
easy to provide any evidence or
argument for the aetion.

| would not have bothered
a damn about the term. But |
presume you are aware that
there is a street effect of every
hullabaloo published in the
newspapers of a country like
Bangladesh. Very often a man
with beard and cap is taunted
in the streets as a fundarnfen-
talist! It would appear that ev-
ery practising Muslim is to be
regarded as a fundamentalist.
As such it is in the fitness of
social order that they provide
explanation as to what is fun-
damentalism and who are to be
regarded as fundamentalists

Mohammad Yusuf
4 /2 Zikatala, Dhaka _
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OPINION

Garbage Collection: The

Option i1s for Jute Bags

A M Alimuzzaman

Garbage stinks. Hence its
storage, collection and car-
riage is quite a problem. In the
developed countries garbage is
stored into plastic bags and
collected weekly by the local
councils from the doorsteps of
the citizens. In Dhaka too,
garbage could be stored into
jule bags, especially made for
the purpose, and collected
twice or thrice a week from
the doorsteps/gate of each res.
idence/residential block by the
city corporation's waste dis-
posal (conservancy) unit.

Thanks are already due to
the Dhaka City Corporation for
placing a demounted container
for putting daily wastes at the
corner of the Hatirpool Kutcha
Bazar. It is a busy market on a
busy road connecting many
important areas and shopping
plazas.

The overground waste bins
present an awful look with lit-
ters scattered all around emit-
ting foul smell and ravaged by
pye-dogs, crows, etc. To a man
of joy life becomes suddenly
useless and meaningless the
moment he approaches the
overground waste bins. Sud-
denly all the development eff-
orts of the government seem
meaningless. But this is a
common sight in the cities and
even a staunch critic of social-
ism will admit that it has suc-
ceeded in Dhaka at least on
one point: litters are every-
where irrespective of whether
it is Gulshan-Baridhara-Banani,
or Dhanmondi-Paribagh-Eleph-
ant Road.

It is good that the corpora-
tion has put 20 such contain-
ers at different points. The
City Corporation may also con-
sider collecting the garbage
from the doorsteps/gates of
the residents in these areas
during specified hours when
residents will arrange to place

'their garbage in gunny bags to

be picked up by the City
Corporation conservancy ser-
vice. The City Corporation can
initially supply the gunny bags
in collaboration with the Jute
Ministry.

Gunny bags are our own
products, they are environ-
ment friendly and will help our
jute industry when used in
bulk. And since the bafs are
expected to be used on a large
scale and the use eventually
extended to other cities, the
jute mills might agree to offer
special reduction price. To re-
duce cost*of collection from
the doorsteps garbage could be
collected twice a week.
Considering the nature of the
garbage, it ¢annot be stored for

a week in the house.
One big question: who is

going to pay for the gunny
bags? Certainly no lunch is a
free lunch. Somegne has to pay
for it. The payment has to be
made by the beneficiaries. And
here they are: the house own-
ers/tenants, the Ministry of
Jute and the Ministry of Local
Government. The City Cor-
poration might add some extra
'‘paisa’ with the sewage tax.
The Jute Ministry might offer
the special commission on the
gunny bags especially made.
The Local Government Minis-
try or the Ministry of Envi-
ronment would make up the
deficit by allotting some annual
grants. This grant is necessary
to keep the environment clean
which will keep the citizens
healthy and happy. There will
be lesser pressure on the hea-
Ith system and lesser number
of processions and damage of
vehicles as citizens will be-
come well-disposed.

(The writer is a former Chief
Executive Officer of the Dhaka
City Corporation.)




