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Khaleda shocked

Prime Minisjer and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia yesterday expressed her
deep shock al the death of
Gopalpur Pourashava Chairman
and Gopalpur thana BNP pres
ident Khondoker Abdui
Mannan. repeorts [355

Cassette on Hasina

‘Bangakanva. an audio-cas
setle recorded on struggling
life of Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina will be launched
ceremonially here ir
September. Bepum Sufia Kamal
will inaugurate the cassetie,
the fourth venture of eminent
reciter Kazi Khasru lghal re
puris BSS.

One dies in Sylhet
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Aug 18 An aulo
tempo driver was killed in
road accident that took place
on Sylhet-Sunamgan) road this
morning. The mmcident o«
carred near the Pathantola
Government FPrimary School
when the auto tempo had
head on collision with a trae
tor. The auto tempo drive
Rubul Isiam. 30, died on the
spol. Pelice seized bDeth (he
vehicles A case had been [filed
with the Sylhet Kotwall police
SLatior,
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COLOMBO. Aug 18: Chand-
rika Kumaratunga., whose

" socialist party won the national

election, has been appointed
prime minister and is forming
a government. sources said
today. réports AP, AFP.

COhatgoing Pt_'inw Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe today
vacated his office and resi-
tlence

Wickremesinghe -told re
porters shortly before he
ceased to be FPremier that
Kumnaratunga wil be sworn in
[OTNOTTOW

Kumaratunga — who en-
tered politics alter both her
parents served as prime minis-
ter and one of them was assas-
sinated — has promised to be-
gin negotiations with the
Tamil rebels who have been

fighting [or independence in
Sri Lanka for 11 years.

She also has pledged to
continue the .nation's f[ree-
markei reforms, educate more
women and children, reduce
corruption, and®decentralise
povernment by reducing the

Editorial on Page 4
Profile on Page 5

powers ol Llhe president and
increasing those of the legisla-
tors and prime minister,

Hours after the 49-year-old
leader was named prime min-
ister designate, the powerful
Tamil rebel group. the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, welcomed her offer.for
talks.

"We are very happy that she

Kumaratunga new
- Lankan PM

is willing to talk to us, we are
also willing,” said Tamil rebel
spokesman Anton Raja. Raja
was speaking in London.

On Wednesday, Kumaratun-
ga's Peoples' Alllance became
the first opposition party in 17
vears to defeat President D B
Wijetunga's United National
Party in a parliamentary elec-
tion.

Although the coalition fell
eight seats short of a majority,
other opposition parties
promised to join its govern-
ment.

As President, Wijetunga, has
the power to choose anyone as
prime minister, and there
were fears he would pick
someone [romn his own party.
even. though it finished second

See Page 12 Col 8
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Perhaps this patient's inability to walk prevented him from joining the rest who left the

Dhaka Medical College Hospital's casualty ward on the concluding day of thé doctors’ 48-hr

strike vesterday.

ALGIERS., Aug 18: An ear-
thquake struck northwest Al-
geria early Thursday, killing at
least 147 people and injuring
289, Jocal
reports AP.

The quake, which hit about
400 kilometers, -west of Al-
giers, registered a preliminary
magnitude of 5.6. according to
the Algerian Centre for Astro-
physical Research. A quake of
such strength can cause
widespread structural damage
and take a considerable
human toll in populated areas

Several aftershocks fol-
lowed, the strongest of which
had a prelitninary magnitude of
2.1. Fear ol aftershocks drove
thousands of people flee their
homes and spend the night in
the sireet.

Hontes built of mud-and-
siraw brick « -'Jlin_.\ ' the
lirst shake, MWQW

people-were left without shel-
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rescue officials said.

Earthquake kills
147 in Algeria

ter. according to rescue ofli-
cials, quoled on national radio.

Officials appealed for blood
donations and warned that
drinking water could soon be
in short supply.

The British Geological
Survey said the quake hit at
2:13 am local time (0113
GMT) and registered a 5.2
magnitude.lts epicenter was
near the city of Sig.

The people, must have been
kKilled by something — usually
its by falling masonry, said
geologist John Lovell of the
British organization.

‘This is nothing unusual for
the area,” Lovell said. 'The
whole of the Mediterranean is
susceptible to quite large
earthquakes from time to Lime
because of the shifting tectonic

plites -
Hardest hit were Bou
Hanifia. a hot springs resort.

See Poge 12 (ol 7
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Three engineering students march out of their dormitory

yesterday morning following the indefinite closure of the
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology by

the authgrities on Wednesday.

FFE — a new ray of hope

al a primary

\arge number of guardians queuing vesterday for wheat
school 1n

— Star photo

Tl

(sazipur covered by the

government s Food-for-Education Programme for poer

village children of school-going age

_ Star photo

Mystery over
body found near
JU persists
By Staff Correspondent

The mystery shrouding the
death of a young man whose
body was found near the
Jahangirnagar University on
the Dhaka-Aricha Highway
Wednesday remained unsolved
until yesterday.

The Islami Chhatra Shibir,
student wing of the Jamaat-e-
Islami, has claimed the victim
Quamrul Islam as one of its
supporters and alleged that
Islam was murdered in a JU
residential hall.

However, investigating po-
lice men are vet to be sure of
the cause of Islam's death and
the allegations surrounding it.

Savar police said they were
still waiting for the autopsy re-
port from the forensic experts
of the Dhaka Medical College
who completed the post-
mortem examination of the
body yesterday. )

A police officer said *We are

See Page-12 Col 3

Prokrichi
deadline

By Staff Correspondent

Some 70 thousand profes
sionals and members of differ
ent functional cadres have
threatened a continuous sirike
across the country from
October 10 if the government
fails to reform the existing bu-
reaucracy by October 7.

They also plan a day-long
strike "on September 22 (o

i press for their 17-point char-

ter of demands.
Announcement of the fresh
agitation programme of the

Prokrichi-BCS Central Action

Council. platform of the pro-
fessionals, came at a rally in
the capital yesterday during a
day-long strike.

Prokrichi members struck
work throughout the country
in protest against, what they
itermed. "hureaucratic conspir-
acy and goverrinen!t l'l’-‘i}['l.’?i-
sion.

Many
See Pape 12 Col 1

government offices

— Star photo

Several patients die,
many leave hospitals

By Staff Correspondent

Thousands of patients who
went to the government hospi-
tals and clinics were denied of
medicare for the second day
vesterday by striking doctors

Many patients were seen
leaving the hospitals in view of
the 48-hr strike, according to
reports received from differ-
ent hospitals.

A baby boy. born some
weeks prematurely, died in
the incubator yesterday at the
Sir Salimullah Medical College
Hospital (SSMCH) only 27
hours after birth.

Relatives of the baby said it
had died for want of treatment
in the absence of the doctors.

The mother. Niarala, was
admitted at the SSMCH on
Wednesday.

At the SSMCH. four other
patients died yesterday. How-
ever, the doctors on emer-
gency duty claimed the
patienits had died despite their

attention.

Our Dhaka Medical College
Hospital Correspondent re-
ported that nine patients died
at the country's largest 1200-
bed hospital while 23 others
left due to the strike.

No tickets were sold at the
ouldoor booths of the DMCH.
the reports said.

Meanwhile, leaders of the
Bangladesh Medical Associa
tion (BMA), the platform of the
doetors, said their 48-hour
strike passed off peacefully
yesterday all over the country.

In a statement, the secre-

‘tary general of the association

regretted the inconvenience
caused to the patients because
of the strike and at the same
time congratulated the doctors
for joining it.

The doctors struck work to
press ifor the realisation of
their 21-point demand and re-

See Page 12 Col 2

BUET students

vacate halls |,

By Staff Correspondent

All resident students of the
seven halls of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) vacated
their halls by 10 am, yesterday.

The BUET authorities clo-
sed the university sine die
Wednesday night as the cam-
pus situation deteriorated cen-
tring the election of the cen
tral students union (EUCSU)
and hall unions.

The authorities ordered the
resident students to vacate the
halls by 10,am yesterday.

The elections scheduled to
have been held yesterday were

postponed and processions
and rallies on the campus
banned.

No untoward incftients took
place yesterday. Police pres-
ence on the campus. however,
continued.

See Page 12 Col 6

By Nazmul Ashraf, back
from Gazipur

Anwar Hossain a student ol
class [l ol Salna Gouvernment
Primary School under Gazipur
thisirict, attended classes even
un the day his maternal grand
father died

This is a glaring example of
the students’ determination to
have 85 per cent attendance in
classes. a requirement for re
ceiving wheat under the gov
criment s Food For Educatien
(FFE) programme

Anwar never missed
classes since the FFE pro
gramime was launched a year
ago as his teachers asked him
lo remain present under any
circumstances,  said his fa
ther Mohammad Ali, a vendor

"The supply ol wheat, 15 kg

A month for each family with

one primary school-going chil
dren, had encouraged us to
send our son to school regu
larlty. Ali told The Daily Star
while queuing to receive wheal
before the Union Parishad of
fice yesterday morning.
Moksed Ali Akhand. a
shopkeeper, was also in the
gueue to receive the monthly
allocation of wheat for his
daughter. Fatema. Moksed did
not agree that he was sending
s daughter to school to get
wheal in return. "1 wish that all
ol my children will be edu
cated. I'm not here only for
wheat,” he sald admitting that
the wheat he was receiving

See Page 12 Col 7

Flood situation worsens in

C'nawabganj, Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI. Aug 18: Flood
situation worsened further in
Rajshahi and Chapainawabgan
as more areas have been en-
gulfed by [lood waters today,
reports BSS. ,

Five morer unions in
Chapainawabganj and five
unions in Rajshahi have been
allected yesterday. With this,
25 unions in Chapainawabganj
and 11 unions in Rajshahi have
so [ar been inundated by wa-
ters.

Meanwhile. the river Padma
and Mohapanda at Chapaina
wabganji were [lowing *2.58
meter and 32 cm
red mark today

River Padma was also in
spate and il was flowing over
lour ¢m ahove the danger
mark.

above the

{INB from Chapainawabganj
adds: Some 1.500 families
have been rendered homeless
by the flood onslaught in two
thanas — Shibganj and
Nawabganj Sadar including
part of the district headquar-
Lers

About 80.000 people have
been reportied trapped in their
inundated villages in the last
seven days of flooding which
submerged some 243 square
km area in the two thanas.

Meanwhile, one person
drowned in flood water in
Shibganj. raising the death toll
from the current floods to four.

Reports of diarrhoea pa-
tients being admitted to the
Shibganj Héalth Complex daily
are about 25. Medical teams

.ar¢ yet to reach the areas.

In Sadar thana, about 50
people were attacked by the
disease during the last three
days, official source said.

Total number of families af-
fected by the floods. caused by
torrential rains ‘in June and
July and onrush of water from
across the border, stood at
12,706 in 25 unions.

A Sirajganj report says:
Water level of the river Jamuna
swelled further during the last
two days inundating the low
lying areas of- Kazipur and
Chowhali thanas of the district

About 200 feet areas of the
Sirajganj-Belkuchi flood pro-
tection embankment in
Ramgathi, was washed away.

" Three villages — Jodhpara,
Rehaikowlia and Khasdhalai in
Chowhall thana went under
water. '
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Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said yesterday
there is a wide scope for ex-
pamding bilateral economic
and trade relations between
Bangladesh and Malaysia, re-
ports UNB. ' ,

She suggested the import of
jute, jute goods, leather,
leather products and ceramic
Irom Bangladesh to reduce the
irade gap between the two
countries. Malaysia can also
import skilled and unskilled
manpower from the country,
she added.

The Prime Minister was
talking to outgoing Malaysian
High Commissioner Ahmed
Fuzi Bin Haji Abdul Razak who
called on her at her office.

The Malaysian envoy lauded
Bangladesh's economic devel-
opment during the present
regime under the leadership of

See Page 12 Col 2

Hasina blasts
critics of
caretaker govt

-Sheikh Hasina yesterday
blasted the critics of care-
taker government and said
none but interested quarters
believe that election can be
impartial under the BNP gow-
ernment's supervision, reports
UNB.

"Our experiences from the
past byelections and city cor-
poration elections suggest that
without a neutral caretaker
government, it 1s impossible to
protect voters' rights and their
security from torture and re-
pression by the ruling party
said the Awami League
Fresident addressing a group
of about 500 leaders and
workers ol the undivided CPB
who joined her parly at her
official residence vesterday
afternoon

Hasina criticised those who
are arguing that fair polls is
possible under the BNFP even
after an ‘"unprecedented rig-
ging and torture” during the

See Page 12 Col 6
Rival N'gan) AL
factions hail high

command decision

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J, Aug 18
Local Awami League (AL) lead-
ers have hailed the central
committee decision to ban all
party activities here following
the August 15 internecine
clash

AL Town Committee presi
dent Prof Najma Rahman said
the group which clashed with
her supporters was a vested
quarter comprising activists
from different political parties.
She alleged that this guarter
was trying to tarnish the image
of the AL

She also confirmed her fac
tion's acceptance of the AL
high command diktat.

Earlier. late Wednesday
night, the General Secretary of
the AL, Zillur Rahman. through
a letter. ordered all activities
of the town and district com-

See Page 12 Col 2

Ershad's appeal—(;ases
referred to CJ

By Staff Correspondent

e High Court Bench hearn
ing Lhe appeal cases ol de
President HM Ershaad
vesterday referred the cases 1o
the Chiet Justice In view ol
the Attorney Generals alleged
apprehension that state
would not get fair justice from
the Bencoh

This bench

i;l-ll"'q.t'l;l'

the

still does nol
hear the
prevail
the malier
the Chief
decision
heard by
ANY

fee]l embarrassed to

matter bul under the

ing circumstances
s being semt Lo
Justice o
whetl her il

this court ol

flurther
will be
passed Lo

other, said the presiding ju-
dge. Justice, Noimuddin Ah-
mec! The other judge of the

Diviswon Bench is Justice Md
Kuhul Amin

Alter the court resumed
hearing gt  around 10-45 am,
Deputy Attorney General Ami-
rul Labir Chowdhury, prayed
tor four weeks time to give a
reply to its August 2 order.

The Bench had ordered the
\ttorney General to let the
court know in  writing within
severnn davs whether he made
statemen! that government

See Page 12 Col ]

Order regarding_
responsibilities
of AG revoked

By Staff Correspondent

The authoritles vesterday

revoked an order. i(ssued last

year, (istrtbuting responsibili
fies the Attormey General,
{hi £ 1ditional Atlorney
Generals and Deputy Attorney

Generals. court sources said
FThe cancellation ordern

signed by Khandake: Abu
Bakar, Solicitor of the Ministry
of Law and Justice, staled Lhal
the previous dated
September. 14
revoked

See Page (4 (ol 2

arder

1993 has been

CMM grants bail

to Taslima
By Staff Correspondent

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate yesterday enlarged
controversial author Taslima
Nasreen on a bail of Tk 20,000
with two sureties until dis
o Petition Case No
1315/1994 A ball bond was
accordingly furnished and exe-
cuted, says a press release is
sued by Nasreen's lawyers,

Following Nasreen's appear
ance In the High Ceourt on
August 3. the High Court
Diviston of the Supreme Court
ol Bangladesh had granted her
atl-interim bail for fifteen days.

The court has [fixed

See Page 12 Col 2
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