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NEWS BRIEFS
No permission for

export of froglegs

The government has not
given any permission for ex
port of froglegs, the Ministry
of Commerce said in Dhaka
yesterday A press release ol
the Ministry said that jts ai
lention was drawn (0 a news
item reporting that the go
ermunent had given permission
for export of froglegs. 'But the
fact is that the government has
not given any permission for
export of frogslegs. ™ reporis
BSS

Two killed in
road mishaps
From Our Cerrespondent

JHENIDAH. Aug 17
persons were killed in
scparate road accidentis
Magura and Jhenidah districts
today One Kanailal Saha 26
was killed when a truck hit his
motorbike from the opposite
directiecn near Abal village
about two miles away from
Magura town. in the morning '
In another incident. one Ja
maluddin. 30 was killed
when a vehicle of a pharma
ceutical industry ran over him
at Bhatatbazar area of Jhenidah
district.at 2:30 pm today

College student
stabbed to death

PAENA Aug 17 A college
student was stabbed to death
by seme miscreants in front of
the Krishnapur Giris Hig!
School here today Police said
Mamunur Rashyd Mamun. 22 a
ind year student of the Gow
ernmen! Bulbul College was
seriously injured when he re
sisted the hoodlums while
teasing his teenaged sister at
around 4 pm Mamun was
rushed to Sadar Hospital
where he died at 10 Lomighi

reports [UNB

Salesman robbed

Miscreants snalched Tk
400 from a salesman of a bread
factery at dagger point at Sex
tion Tweo Mirpur yesterday al
about 8:15 pm Three youths
snatched the money f.i."ill"f;’-:‘r
fromn Md Mostala 26 a sales
man of the Olympia Bread

Factory
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on a rampage 111 city

Frenzied fnnt haH fanq bt:"l'. ﬁre to two mﬂmrblkEh and a lottery tic ket sales counter neuar the
National Sports Council building at Purana Paltan near the Dhaka Stadium in the city

yesterday.
(foreground).

BUET closed sine die

e Bangladesh University
ol Engineering and Techno-
logy [BUET} was closed sine
die last night due to de
terioration ol the campus " sit
uation centring the scheduled
elections of ils central stu
dents union (EUCSU} and hall
UINIONSs.

The BUET authorities asked
the resident students to va
cate the seven halls by 10 am

iy . i

The EULB‘U aml hal] uninn
elections scheduled for today
have beén postponed and pro-
cessions and rallies on the
campus banned.

"1t was unavoidable "
Chancellor of BUET

Vice
Moha

By Staff Correspondent
mmad Shahjahan told The
yaily Star over telephone last
tight,’

The decisions followed a
day-long meeting ot the VC
with the teachers. provosts
and oflicials

Tension gripped the BUET
campus for the last few days
with the Jatiyatabadi Chhaira
al (JCD) .and Bangladesh
Chhatra Union (BCL) support-

¢ ing Lhe  bhelding.-of. glections

now, and the Awami League-
backed Bamgladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), JSD-backed
BCL. Chhatra Front and Chha-
tra Federation opposing it.
There were sporadic
clashes between the rival stu-

An unidentified man injured in the violence is seen lying on the road

— Star photo

dent! bodies, pgunshots and
cracker blasts on the campus
in Lthe last tew days

A BUET press release yes-
terday said "some unruly stu-
dents are dest roying the
peace and atmosphere on Lhe
campus by hurling bombs and
resorting to terrorists activi-
ties at different residential
halls the campus and near

the teachers' residences over
l"l., ELL?:':LL gnd _ Aall elec, |
tions.”

"These stydents had been
obstructing other students
from attending classes by
bringing oul _armed proces-

sions, damaging rooms of dif-
See Page T2 Col 6

Indian Opposition walks
back into Parliament

NEW DELHI], Aug 17. The
Indian opposition ended its
boycott of parliament today
after the government backed
down in a dispute oyer the na-
tions biggest financial scandal,
reports Reuter

Prime Minister PV Nara-
siimha -Rao and members ol his
Congress party thumped their
tables in weltcome as the
opposition walked Back into
the Lok Sabha (lower house) to
end a boycoti that lasted nearly
three weeks

The opposition walked out
over what it alleged was a gov-
ernment cover-up. The gov-
ernment had partly rejected
the recommendations of an all
party parliamentary committee
on the securities scandal thal
surfaced in 1992

The opposition returned
after the government agreed to
consider opposition criticism

e

and revise a document detail-
ing action taken on the all
party report about the 1.28 bil-
lion dollar scandal.

Lok Sabha Speaker Shivraj
Patil announced that the gov-
ernment had agreed to revise,

modify and resubmit its docu-

ments, paving the way for the
end of the boycott.

The opposition had origi-
nally deméanded that the gov
ernment totally withdraw its
documrent, which rejected
criticism in the joint parlia-
mentary report of Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh and
several other ministers

The points on which action
is not taken. the points on
which action is partly taken
and the points on which ob-
jections have been raised by
the opposition shall be recon-
sidered and a revised and. a
modified report on those

points shall be submitted by
the government as early
possible, Patil said

Pz B

By Sports Reporter

More than a hundred peo
ple, including a number of po-
licemen, were injured when
unruly football fans went on a
rampage following a violence-
marred Star Premier Division
leaguie match between detend-
ing champions Mohammedan
Sporting Club and Public
Works Department [PWD)] SC

Match report on Page 10

at the Dhaka Stadiuwm last
night.

The teams were tied 1-1.

Trouble began just one
minute from the final whistle
when referee Rafiqul Islam
over ruled appeals from the
Mohammedan players and offi-
cials for a-stoppage after their
skipper Rumman bin Wali
Shabbir lay writhing in pain
inside the PWD penalty box
after a collision wath the goal
keeper.

This enraged the Moham-
medan players and officials
into attacking the man with
the whistle and instigated
commotion in the stands,
which led 10 a clash between

See Page 12 Col 6

Prokrichi's 24-hr
strike today

By Staff Correspondent

Some 70 thousand mem-
bers of the Prokrichi-BCS Cen-
tral Action Council will observe
a full-day strike today protest
ing. what it terms, "bureau
cratic conspiracy” and "repre-
ssion by the government."

The planned action coin-
cides with a two-day strike by
the members of the Bangla
deshh Medical Association
[(BMA] that started yesterday

1 e v sesirike fpllews. the
recent suspension of 12 doc-
tors, iIssuance of a show cause
notice on Javed lgbal, secre-
tary of the Krishibeed institu-
Lion the retirement of
Prokrichi secretary general M

See Page 12 (0l 7

By Special Correspondent

#oliticians said the Oppo _ The Em’“r”mf‘"_[ hﬂi‘-l de
sition was also expected to '-'.‘d'-"'! to amend The Nego-
return to parliamentary ¢o = tiable Instruments Acts of
mmitfees which it had qﬁni as 1881, providing stiff punish?

part of the protest.

The Joint Parliamentary
Commitiee (JPC) report sub-
mitted last December criti
cised several ministers, in
cluding Monmohan Singh,
architect of India's three-year
economic reform programime

[l they are modifying the

report it means they are ad
mitting to the deficiencies in |
the report.” Marxist Lawmaker
Somnath Chatteriee told Reu
Lers

“Of course they have Lo ex
plain why their ministers have
nol resigned.” he added

"The substance of our de

See Page 12 Col 8 i

Ex-Shantibahini leader tells newsmen

' )

A handful of people prolonging
CHT issue for personal gains

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 17 A surrender to the governmemt Turning to the Chakma
tandhul ol ambitious people He was a member of the in refugee issue, he said It was a
are active in prolonging 'he formation and publicity divi pre-planned creation ol PCJSS
Chittagong Hil Tracts (CHT) sion. a very important wing of leaders to internationalisé
issue (o serve their personal the PCJSS He was also on the issue through a tense situ
interests by keeping an entire the five member commitiee ation in the CHT
cormmurity hostage said a Lop which had six rounds ol in Now i the refugee camps
""u*-drf bahini leader Nitis! conclusive peace talks with are not guarded by Shantiba
Lewar who surrendered Lo the security lorces under the hini men each and every one ol
the authoritues last week pas! governmert the refugees would come hack

King 1o newsinen Lhis A graduate from the Punjab LO their homeland leaving
ternoson a! Chittagong Press university and aged over 40 back the inhuman camp-life "

h. Dewan said Shantibahini Dewan said he had worked for He said “"Only India was
waders always piayed a nega PCJUSS for | wvears since [Jrfwwjlug them arms and ai
tive role when they had come 476 But whimsical activities munition and no other cou
forward tw rescive the 1ssiie ul Shanubahini had made him iry
and eve Shantibahini' s frustrated. he added Shantibahinimen were also
irowed struggle had no realis Dewan said the five-point enjoying supporl from some
Lic and specific chjectives demaid plac ed bv Shantibahini foreign private humanitarian

W e indersiood the o Lhw government was in con organisations. he said
reality eCided Lo return 1o iradiction with the countrv's Dewan said he had tactful
my homeian lead a normal Constitution sen! back his family to the
life by shunning goal-less il the second round ol CHT from across the border
armed hght™ he sad with a dialogue held under the past priar (o his surrender He said |
ST government Shantibahini lea that his movement here was

Dewan is the first among ders even had no idea abowt still not secure as he deseried

e pr eaders of he Bangladesh Constitution the PCJSS Because ol thi:
rarbattya Chatlagram Jana wgh they bargained in sup police was posted in front ol
S 'IH.!T' Samity (PCJSS). parent port their demands l‘]r poin the press club while he was J

sation of Shantibahini. to ted owt t_.ilh;m!; to the newsimen S
— —

ment for the issuance of false
cheques.

According to official
sources, the government plans
o incorporate a provision in
the law stipulating a maximum
punishment of three vyears'
rigorous imprisonment, or re
alisation of a fine at a rate dou
ble the amount mentioned ofi
such cheques, for anyone issu.
ing false instruments dishon-
oured by the banks

Explaining the reasons for
contemplating such stern ac
tion. an official ol the Ministry
of Finance said thaj cases of
cheques bouncing a1 the banks

See Page 12 Col B

UN praises FP
eftorts in
Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh was
1nigue

itedd as a
the
efloris In
rising contraceptive
and adechining lert
The latest UUN report on the
world peopulation described
Bangladesh's population pro
gramme as “a reproductive
health and family planning
revolution” laking place lor the
lasi 16 vears

The
terday

SUCCESs SLOrv In

IdIEY RDidNAINE
terms of

L o ity

released ves
Al A press conference al
the Jativa Press Club in Dhaka
prominently displayed
achievements of the Bangla
desh government in the health
Wl family planning sector
e the NG{ws in this
field was also appreciated
Speaking on the occasion
UNFPA Country Dirertar Dr SK
Alok sald Bangladesh has one
of the five best family planning
programmes in (he world
which combat the papulation
growth with an intersectoral
policy approach Bangladesh s
reflects the

|'rpnr1

the

role ol

programmes also
political sagacity as well as the
survival instinct of its peopile
he added
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Kumaratunga set to form govt

COLOMBO, Aug
l.Lanka's

17: Sri
opposition claimed

power today alter victory in -

Tuesday's general election as
the ruling party's bid for a
coalition to extend its 17 years
in office suffered a setback,
reports Reuter.

Chandrika Kumaratunga,
the People's Alliance . (PA)
choice for Prime Minister,
wrote -to President Dingiri
Banda Wijetunga tonight clai-
ming a parliamentary majority
and the right to form a
government, a party spo-
kesman said.

The PA won 105 seats to
the ruling United National
Party's (UNP) 94 in the 225-
seat parliament, the Election
Commissioner’s office said.

The PA's ally the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress got seven
seats and an independent
Tamil group standing in the
north and allied to the ruling
party won nine.

The PA spokesman said
Kumaratunga held talks with
two other Tamil parties, the
Tamil- United Liberation Front
and Lhe-Democratic People's
Liberation .Front, and was
confident of their support.
They won five and three seats
respectively.

A1l independent group won
one seat and a [ringe leftist
group took another.

Ruling party officials.
meanwhile, failed in an at-
tempt to woo the Muslim

Congress with the promise of
three ministerial posts if it
joined a loose coalition, party
sources said.

And pressure was growing
on Wijetunga, a UNP ap-
pointee, to accept the peo-
ple’'s alliance victory.

Some Western embassies

urged him to authorise a han-
dover of power or risk dam-
aging relations, political sour-
ces said.

-
Chandnka Kumaratunga

A group "of influential pri-
ests and intellectuals planned
to issue a statementi tomorrow
asking Wijetunga to Iinvite
Kumaratunga to form a go-
vernment.

Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe favoured con-
ceding defeat gracefully and
had discussed this with the
President, the sources saidl

Wijetunga said earlier in a
televised address he would

announce a government once

party strengths were known.
He said that wunder the
Constitution, he would appoim
as Prime Minister the person
who in his opiniog could
command the C:}nﬁgence of
parliament.

Kumaratunga, chief minis-
ter of the western provincial
council and a 49-year-old
mother of two, is untried on
the national political stage.

She led the campaign be-
cause her mother Sirima
Bandaranaike, the world's first
woman Prime Minister and the
leader of the PA. is recovering
from foot surgery.

Kurnaratunga's next prob-
lem after winning power would
be exercising it under a UNP
president with wide executive
powers, analysts said.

But economists did not ex-
pect any PA government to

« See Page 12 Col 7

Patients leave hospitals
- as doctors strike work

By Staff Correspondent

Thousands of patients re-
irned home without treat-
kel Irom hospitals and clin-
ics as- Lhe doctors began a 48-
hour country-wide strike
yesterday u{ press home their

On the first day of the
strike, the dectors abstained
from their duties. They also
iepariedly sleopped private
practices.

Only a handful of patients
were treated at the outdoors
and emergency words of the
hospitals and clinics.

The doctors enforced the
strike in protest against the

recent suspension ol 12 mem-
bers of the Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) and (o re
alise their 21-point charter of
demands.

According to the BMA, the
national platform of the deoc-
tors, the strike was peaceful
across the country.

However, reporis said. mis-

-ery of ithe patieniss mounted

due to absence of doctors in
the hospitals.

The nurses and hospital at
tendants, in their limited ca-
pacities. tried to alleviate the

*suffering of the patients.

See Page 12 Col 3

'\.

“tend

Awami League Chief Sheikh
Hasina said . yesterday the
forces opposed to the libera-
tion of Bangladesh had killed
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to avenge their defeat
in the War of Independence.

The anti-liberation forces
could not accept that
Bangabandhu liberated the
country and upheld the glory

Defeated forces of "71
killed Mujib : Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

and dignity of the Bangalee na-
tion. she told a discussion
meeting at the Bangabandhu
Avenue in the city in obser-
vance of the 19th death an-
niversary of Sheikh Muijib.
Hasina, theé eldest daughter
of Bangabandhu, refterated her
demand for trial of the killers
of her father and other family

See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda to visit
Egypt, Malaysia

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will be undertak
ing two important foreign vis
its in the next two [Tii?l‘l[hs
one to Cairo in September and
the other to Kuala Lumpur in
October

The Prime Minister (s
scheduled to leave Dhaka for
Cairo on a four-day visit on
September 4. primarily to at
the International Con
ference on Population and
Development in the Egyptian
capital

The 9-day conference wil

See Page 1|2 Col 7

South Korean PM
due Sept 2

South Korean Prime Mi-
nister Lee Yung Duk's coming
visit to Bangladesh is expected
to usher in a new era of
cooperation between Dhaka
and Seoul particularly in trade
and economic fields, reports
UNB.

Lee is scheduled to arrive in
Dhaka on September two on a
three-day goodwill visit

This will be the first visit to
Bangladesh by a top ranking
leader of South Korea.

Lee will lead a 14-member
delegation and hold an official
talks with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia.

.
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