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Rebecca Brown looks quite at
home on Vancouver Island,
{ where life is gentle, even lazy
and stress is apparently un-
known, reporis Reuter.

"The 17-year-old swimmer,
seeking a Commonwealth title

VICTORIA, Aug 16: Zimba-
hwe's 43-strong team stood in
stunned silence when Com-
monwealth Games organisers
played the wrong national
anthem at the couniry's flag-

By Cleve Dheensaw
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The last Commonwealth Games in Vancouver cost C$500,000 to stage; this time
around the bill is C$160 million. The city, however, is banking not on big bucks to
make this a memorable event but on its friendliness and Garden City ambience.
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American swimmer Mark Henderson punches the air after clocking the fastest Lime in the

men s

Henderson's time was 53 .60 seconds.

'\ VICTORIA. Aug
. 16G; South Africa's
historic return to

tailed to generate
sell-out crowds in
Lthis genteel Ca-
nadian cily, reports Reuter.

A large team from the re-
public has boosted the entry to
a record 64 nations, but with
around half the 360,000 tick-
ets still unsold some competi-
tors facg the prospect of per-
forming before sparse crowds.

Although organisers had to
scale down plans for extrava-
gant opening and closing cer-
emonies in Victoria's harbour,
they hope the 160 million

adian dellars (1} million
doliars) event will help re-

vive a sense ol purpose among
former members of the British

The city was founded in the
1840s as a British trading post
and residents still enthusiasti-

Athletes will compete in 10
official sports. Crack Australian
swimmers like Kieren Perkins
and Rebecca Brown, England's
Olympic and world champion
sprinter Linford Christie and
Kenya's accomplished distance
runners will be the biggest
draws.

But the spectre of drugs
loomed after Nigerian athlete
Udeme Ekpeyong was sent
home when stimulants were
found in his suitcase on arrival
at Victoria Airport. The inci-
dent fanned fears of a repeat of
the problems at the (990
Auckland Games when three
weightlifters were stripped of

medials after testing positive.

100m butterfly event at the National championships in Indianapolis on Aug 15.

— AFP photo

Soaring spirit is not all

plex and upgraded athletics
stadium, have received high
mark from most teams. Orga-

despite complaints from ath-
letes about mice and wasps in
the Athletes' Village.

Canada is due to have the
biggest contingent at the Ga-
mes with 277 athletes while
the Maldives, Malta and
Montserrat boast only two

- competitors each.

Nations participating range
in size from India. population
860 million, to tiny Norfolk

Island in the South Pacilic
which is sending 15 of its

1,800 inhabilants.

Despite poor ticket sales,
Canada's federal and provincial
governments are contributing
more than 107 million
Canadian dollars (79 million

raising ceremony on Monday,
reports. Reuter,

When embarrassed officials
realised their mistake, they
lowered the flag and then
raised it again over the Ath-
letes’ Village as Zimbabwe's
correct anthem was played.

"We're very sorry. Appa-
rently the tapes got switched,"
said Games official Doug Cle-
ment.

Nigeria, Western Samoa.
Zambia and Barbados also had

Aussie natants
under pressure

VICTORIA, Aug 16: Aus
lralian swimmers are ® under
pressure f{rom within their
own team as well as their rivals
before Commonwealth Games
competition starts on Friday,
reports Reuter.

As overwhelming favourites
in the pool, the Australians are
being targeted by the other
swimming nations as the squad
to beat.

But they also have to watch
their backs for their own
teammates could deprive them
of a coverted place in the line-
up for the World Champion-
ships in Rome next month.

"Whoever gets the bronze in
the 1.500 is likely to feel really
upset." said world record hol-

der Kieren Perkins on Monday. -

Three top Australians are
entered for the 1,500 metres
freestyle, but only two will
qualify for Italy.

Olympic champion Perkins
said he remained good friends
with Olympic silver medalist
Glen Houseman and the world
short course champion Dan
Kowalski out of the water,

But once in the pool the ri-
valry became intense.

"This is probably going to
be one of the most high pres-
sure scenarios for us.” said
Perkins. beaten by Kowalski at
lhe Australian open Cham-
pionships last March.

But despite the lure of the

| World Championships. Per-

kins still considers the Com-

vourite meets and what I've
always strived for.” he said.

Chief coach Don Talbot said
expectations were always high
for Australian swiinming. “We
get a lot of pressure — the
public always thinks we should
be better.” he said.

The Australian team have
tagged the current tour. tak
ing swimmers directly from

Victoria to Rome, as "the big
one.”

“We'll be really trying for
both competitions.” Talbot
said. "l believe with experi-
ence of the first meet we can
motivate ourselves better for
the second.” he said.

Nevertheless, reports Gemini News Service, the organisers have even provided for

"protest zones."

than three milli-
on tourists who
. visit this city ea-
! ch year are Ame-
i rican, but Victo-

. ria is Common-
Victorla®4. | wealth all the
way. From the imposing statue
in the harbour of Queen Victo-
ria — who lends her name to
Lthe city — to double-decker
buses and afternoon teas. this

¥ ‘I Miny ol the more
|
i

England ambience.

And now, on the 40th an-
niversary of ihe previous stag-
ing of the ¢» it in Canada's
most weslerir province, Viec-
toria is ready to host the 15th
Commonwealth Games,

There has been a fair bit of
inflation over the past four
decades. The 1954 Vancouver
British Empire Games, as the
event was then known, cost
less thagp C$500,000 to stage.
After eight years preparation,
the 1994 Victoria Games has a
pricetag of C$160 million.

There were times when it
looked as though the smallest

city to ever host the event was -

going to be unable to pull it all
together. It has been so over-
whelming for a town of
300.000 people that is 1992
the Australian city of Adelaide
offered to take the Games over
if Victoria was not going to be
ready in time.

Bul under the stern guid-
nce of Games president
eorge Heller, a no-nonsense

former department store ex-
ecutive, the city sorted out its
problems, and got on with the
job.

"The Commonwealth is a
family and the town is ready to
welcome that family," says
Games spokeswoman
Hart. "The facilities are ready
— it's all fine tuning now, all

icing on the cake. The banners

are flying and the flowers
blooming. 1 believe we are go-
ing to host the best Games
ever.’

But things are never as rosy
as public relations flacks make

[ out. With the television audi-

ence for the Games estimated

want to make political points.

Vancouver Island is at the
centre ol a fierce debate over
logging practices. The Island's
militant environmental move-
ment has let it be known it
will be at the Games in full
force.

So Games officials have
taken the unusual step of pro-
viding "protest zones" at each
venue. As long as protesters
stay to their zones and do net
Harass spectators or visitors, a
co-existence can be worked
out; otherwise it will hecome a
police matter, they warn.

Things have already heated -

up with anti-logging protesters
establishing a squalid-looking

Amy -

An eye-catching new C$22.5
million pool has been built in
suburban Victoria and: desig-
ned in a native aboriginal motif
complete with totem poles.
Centennial Stadium in the
University of Victoria has had a
C$12 million face-lift and now
seats 34.,500. The new C$2.4
million Juan de Fuca Velod-
rome and Lawn Bowls Complex
will see cyclists and bowlers
competing nlnpgaide each

home to 3,600 athletes, man-
agers and coaches from 67

o
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Commonwealth nations and
dependencies.

A total of 2,000 new hous:
ing units have been con-
structed for the Games with
the remaining athletes to be
housed in the existing campus

.dorms. After the Games the

Athletes Village will be used as
student apartments.

The estimated, 2.500 re-
porters and photographers will
be housed at two sites. Food is
a tricky business at Games and
the varied tastes within the

Commonwealth will be catered -

to with specially prepared
meals for different groups.
The dining room will be

open 24 hours so athletes can

with their venues, unlike the
1998 Games host city — Kuala
Lumpur — which is building
massive, Olympian edifices as
befits a society that sees itself
as a rising Asian giant.
Victorians feel their trump
is not in the venues but in
their city. They constantly
point to Christehurch, the
previous smallest city to host
the Games, as proof that bigger
does not necessartly mean bet-

Victoria is already known as
the City of Gardens, and now

| Where they will perform
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lotals have planted thousands
more flowers along the Pat Bay
Highway, the main thorough-
fare into town from the airport
or ferry terminal. .

Brightly-coloured Games
banners are flying everywhere
and key buildings have been
decorated with Games bunting.
A huge nightly Games concert-
festival is expectéd to attract
crowds of up to 40,000 to the
harbour after the sporting
events.

Featuring top-line Canadian

performers and cultural groups'

from around the Common-
wealth — including Australia's
top aboriginal dance troupe,
the State Dance Company of

at 100 and 200 metres breast-
stroke, 1s so relaxed she looks
half asleep as she discusses
her chances of a medal.

"My coach's advice is to try
to relax and enjoy yourself "
she said on Monday. When she
is not training Brown says she
is content to spend her time
lyilng around and listening ‘o
music. '

Out of the water it is hard
to imagine the young Queens-
lander exploding with speed as
she did in March when she
broke the 200 metres world

“last outpost of the Empire." as other. 5 ter. Victorians hope their city's
.ii;’;ﬂf;iﬂs raised at the same | ;' g once called, has always The Athletes Village next to  small-town flavour and charm Eﬁﬁpﬂﬂg;u:;::hﬁuﬂﬁi
X played on its Little Bit of Olde Centennial Stadium will be win people over.

utes 24.76 seconds.

And she will be trying to
improve on that performance
when the event is held on

"My main aim is to win, but
I'm going to try to do my best
time. 1 alays do.” she said.

Brown will find some stiff
competition at the newly-built
Saanich Commonwealth poel
north of the city, from her own
teammate Samanlha Riley, an
Olympic bronze imedalist, and
Canada’s Guylaine Cloutier.

But she remains unper-
turbed at the prospect. "Every-
one's going to be going well
I've got to just nol worry about
them.” she said.

Brown was encouraged into
the swimming® pool as a child
because her mother feit the
exercise would help her
asthma. She loved it and began
competing seriously at the age
of 10.

Fame came suddenly and
unexpectedly at 16, but Brown
took it all in her stride. "I just
try to handle it and be myself."
she said before posing like an
old hand for photographs.

Brown admits that on the
day before a competition she
does get a little nervous. On
race days after the heats she
tries to sleep in the afternoon
as preparation for the finals.

.on other days she simply hangs

around in the Athletes' Village.

It is a restricted and shel-
tered life and Brown misses
out on the pariies. discos and
pastimes of other 17-year-olds.
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for Colak
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Tuesday upheld the extradition
of Turkish soccer star Tanju
Colak. Turkey's Anatolia news
agency reported, reports AP

Colak,. the leading scorer in
European soccer in the 1987-
88 season, fled Turkey shortly
before a warrant was issued for
his arrest last month. He was
eventually arrested Aug. 9 in
Macedonia.

Colak faces 22 months in
prison and a fine of 772 mil-
lion lire |dirs 24.500) for
knowingly buying a smuggled
car. An appeals court upheld
his conviction last month.

Anatolia said the extradition
is expected to take place on
Friday after completion of the
legal procedures.
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