Af.tmn from }resterdn}rl Star First Division match between Eskaton Sabuj Sinﬂn lnd
Shantinagar Club at the Dhaka Stadium. Thcmﬂﬂntm-lll draw,

Begmnmg of an old tale

After an unsche-
duled three-day
recess the Star
Premier Division
. football league
resumed on a de-
pressing note as the sparse
: tators who thsonged’ at
the Dhaka Stadium in the
evening left the vicinity in
sheer disgust as Motijheel
neighbours Arambagh Krira
Sangstha and Fakirerpool Yo-
ugg Men's Clul) played out a
seemingly pre-meditated goa-
lless draw making a scarecrow
out of the Dhaka metropolis
Football Association's strict
disciplinary measures.

Earlier in the afternoon.
Eskaton Sabuj Sangha and
Shantinagar Club also ended
their First Division affair in a
one-all deadlock but that was a
different story at least in the
sense that both teams battled
fair and square.

However, the first mateh of
the day often regarded from a
speciator's point of view, a
tune-up for more important
lixture of the day. led o
somewhat a disappointing
pr-ricntt on the viewers'

i SportuRepnrter a

part as huth teams setting the
example of how neighbours
should behave with each other
staged an ‘act. which is held
responsible by many for the
downward trend in standard of
the domestic football circuit.

So obvious was their intent
that the players preferred not
to ‘take a track at the goal Jest
the ploy should backfire. And
therefore as planned the
match wore out the whole of
the 90 minutes with booters
crowding the midfield for no
purpose at all apart from the
veiled design.

The farce enacted in the
middle of the piteh naturally
enraged fhe small ecrowd
1rresptclivt of their club
al and at one stage one
of the supporters urged the
working journalists to write
something about. the fixed
match otherwise... 1nt:ldtntall]r
ne disciplinary committee
member was found after the
match.

According to I.h: tourna-
ment bye-laws, a team involved
in a fixed match is subject to
heavy disciplinary measure
ranging from a minimum fine
of Taka 25000 to suspmﬂon

" Shantinagar retaliated three

— Star photo

However, it was not clear
whether any kind of action I
would be taken against the two
teams as this reporter ceuld
not find any official for
immediate refiction although
the disciplinary committee is
supposed to file a report.

By means of this dubious
draw Fakirerpool who hit
headlines when they held
giants Mohammedan Sporting
Club to a one-all draw in the
defending champions second
league match. raised their
collection to five points from
five matches while Arambagh
languished at three from five,

In the day's first encoan-
ter, Don set Eskaton on the
course of securing their first
point of the league with a 16th
minutes strike but Liton of

minutes from the long whistle
to make sure his side got one
point.

TODAY’S MATCHES

Rahmatganj MFS vs Sa-
dharan Bima KS 6 pm (Mirpur
Stadium)

Wari Club vs Bangladesh
Boys 4:30 pm (Dhaka Stadium)
- Mohammedan SC vs ‘PWD
EE 6:30 ]:Il:l:l (Dhaka Stadium)

LONDON, Aug 16:
I'itle favourites
Warwickshire su-
rrendered their
unbeaten cham-
pionship record
stumbled to an

Wbl Lhe'_v
Innings
defeat by Nottinghamshire at
Edghaston on Monday. reports
Reuter

Their hopes ol salvaging a
draw disappeared in the open-
ing half and hour when. after
resuming at 134 for three.
they plunged to 155 for six. ~

The overnight pair both
contributed to their own
downfall. Trevor Penney (33)
was bowled padding up to
Jimmy Adams while Roger
Twose. who made 80 from 151
balls. trod on his wicket play-
ing back to Chris Lewis.

Warwickshire's last seven
wickets went down for just 99
runs in 140 minutes to leave
Nuttun::hamthrc victors by an

Warwmksh]re bow to Notts

mnings and 43 runs.

Eiigland all-rounder Chris
Lewis took four for 86 for a
miatch. haul of six for 147. He
scored an unbeaten 220 in
Warwickshire's only innings.

The only crumb of comfort .

Warwickshire could draw from
the day was that their pearest
challengers Surrey Earzzl even
WOorse.

Essex needed just six overs
ar Colchester. to pick up
Surrey's last five wickets and

romp to victory by an imﬂngs

and B7 runs.

Ofl-spinner Peter Such clai-
med four for-eight "in three
overs as Surrey limped from
187 for five 10 203 all out. .

Such finished with six for
46 from 32 overs, 'the fourth
time this summer he has taken
five or more wickets in an in-
nings.

The day's mnst excihng fin-
ish came at Eastbourne where
Derbyshire's last-wicket pﬂir

Matthew Vandrau and Devop %

Malcolm guided their side to a
victory target of “176 with a
stand of 28.

England paceman - Mal-
colm's unbeaten 15 included a
huge six over long-on off
Franklyn Stephenson.

David" Millns turned in a
brilliant all-round performance
against Worcestershire to
guide Leicestershire to their
sevenih win of the season and
move them into second place
in the table — nine points |
adrift of Warwickshire.

Millns hit a career-best 64
not out and then followed it up
by claiming his.best champi- -
onship figures of the season as
Worcestershire were bowled
out for 191, Leicestershire
winning by 97 runs. .

Millns removed the [irst
three hatsmen in his [irst six
over and then returned to fin-
ish things-off and clai six Tor
B4 0 1H.2 overs, ; !

| 1996 season.”

*Lanka.

four with a jittery 23 as the |

- Robert croft.

Sport
Lewis to miss Zurich meet

'IC(Bﬁ-ee.m
import of
foreign players

LONDON. Aug 16: The Tes!
and County Cricket Board, un
der pressure to ban foreigners
from English county cricket,
on Tuesday imposed a partial
four-month moratorium on the
signings of overseas players,
reports AP.

In its summer meeting at
Lord's. the TCCB did not con-
sider a formal proposal for the
elimination of overseas players,
but said it would likely con-,
sider the matter at its winter
meeting in December.

"Thege will be a moratorium
until the December meeting of
the Board,” TCCB chief execu-
Live Alan Smnith said. "In this
period no county will sign a
new contract for an overseas

rricketer that goes beyornd the

“We will ask Lancashire to
make an official proposal next
month and our various com-
mittees will meet to examine
all aspects ol overseas players
in county cricket,” Smith said.
“l anticipate a decision at the }
winter meeting."

The Lancashire club have
led the drive to phase oul
overseas players by 1996, argu-
ing that an ever-expanding in-
ternational program doesn’t al-
low counties to get their

's worth from players
called up for foreign Test duty.

The county lost Wasim
Akram halfway through this
season and Somersel is doing
without Mushtaq Ahmed 'be-
cause of Pakistan's tour to Sri

The issue has also created
argument that overseas players
have a negative influence on
the - standard of England's
game at an international level,

West Indies currently have a
full. team — Brian Lara, Court-
ney Walsh, Curtly Ambrose,
Phil Simmons. Jimmy Adams.
Carl Hooper, Cameron Cuffy.
Desmond Haynes, Winston
Benjamin, Kenneth Benjamin
— playing for English county
clubs.

Hudson's place
on the line

PONTYPRIDD, Wales, /Aug
16: Andrew Hudson is
in danger of 1osing his place in
South Africa's Test side after
another batting failure on
Monday, reports Reuler.

He followed his first innings

touring team drew their three-
day game against Glamorgan.

Hudson has played in all 16
of South Alrica’'s Tests since
their return to the interna-
tional fold. .

‘But he will be lucky to make
Thursday's third and final Test
against England at the Oval
after totalling only 266 runs
from 18 innings on this trip —
an average of 15.64.

He did his cause no 'gn-od
Monday by holding out to
Adrian Dale at long leg after
lop-edging a sweep off spinner

"Andrew is too good a
player to be discarded lightly.”
said coach Mike Procter. "But
he has had every opportunity
and hasn't made runs.
Obviously, we have to consider
our options.”

Those options are to pro-
mote :llhl,‘.l'l FPeter Kirsten or
Hansie Cronje to opener and
bring in Darryl Cullinan, who
has scored three half-centuries
i1 recent weeks,

WC charges dogs Parrelra'

RIO DE JANEI-
[ a RO, Aug 16: Car-
los Alberto Par-
reira, who guided
lirazil to victory
it Lhe World .Cup
last montti. denied on Monday-
that he-was stubborm and that
outspoken striker Romario had
been given special treatment
during the competition.
reports Reuter.

Parreira. frequently accused
of stubbornness during the
World Cup for refusing to
change his line-up. added that
the public was "an echo with-
_oul its own opinion.”

-“I'm not stubborn, I'm insis-
tent,” Parreira, who has now
taken charge of Spanish side
Valencia. said in an interview
with the daily newspaper
Folhae Sao Paulo.

+ He said he had heated ar-
gumentis with a health insur-
ance company which wanted
him to appear in a telewvision
commercial saying he was
stubborn. -

°I told them: Tm not doing
that even for a million dol-
lars,” ‘he said.

Parreira eventually ap-
peared saying the words: "I'm
persistent; I've sald it from
the start,”" two of his favourite
catch-phrases during the
World. Cup.

He denied there had been.

special treatment for tempes-
tuous striker Romario.

"At no moment was Roma-
rio a star. When Diego Mara-
dona goes to the Cup he takes
a psychologist, dietist, his wife
and children, all staying in the
team's headquarters. Romario
never demanded privileges.”

Parreira blamed the eternal

criticism of his management.
which began with a 2-0 gualify-
ing def@at in La Paz and con-
tinued until the day of the fi-
nal, on press-coverage. '

The population is an echo
without i§s own n’p&niu_n,
just reflects what it hears,”
said,

“You average guy goes tu the
Marcana Stadium and watches
the game but always listens to

a transistor radio. It's impor--

tant that somebody tells him
what he is seeing."He can't

- analyse the game himself, hc

thinks that., for example.
Flamieng6 are playing well be-
cause the radio says so."

On his team's style, fre-

quently criticised for lackinu

tfaditional Brazilian artistrv.

. Parreira replied: "The game i~
- more difficult, speed has in-

creased, space has hecn re-

dumd ' 3

Pena stabbed
by ex-wife

LAPAZ, Aug 16: Bolivian Wo
rld Cup soccer: player Alvaro

Pena is in hospital after being

altacked by his former wife,
police s=ouirces said Monday.
reports Reuter.

- Pena, 29. Is expected to be

. in intensive care for a-further

three days and will take ‘al
least six week: to make a full
recovery after being attacked
with a Kkitchen knife by his ex-
wife on Saturday.

A police officials in the city
of Sarita Crugz. where he attack
happened, said Pena has been
awarded a divorce froim his

wife Martha Reca by a judge

three days before.
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Kepler Wessels,

the third Test beginning at

| Thursday.

captain of the tourings South African
cricket team sways out of the line of a flier during a practice
. session at the tiets at The Oval yesterday. Currently leading
" the series 10, the South Africans take on hosts England for
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ZURICH, Aug 16:
The Weltkagse
Grand Prix track
meel, billed as
'‘the competition
of the season. of-

fers a star-studded lineup for
the wen's 100-metre dash —
despite a last minule pullout by
oarl Lewis, reports AP

America's sprintipg elite —
world record -halder Leroy
Burrell, rival Dennis Mitchell
and record-greedy Jon Dru-
mmond — are straining for a
showdown with Olympic and
world champion Linford Ch-
ristic of Britain in the event
Wediesday evening.

Lewis, two-time Olympic
gold 1medalist and three-time
world champion, also planned
to run after being sidelined by
a stornach Infection at the
Goodw 1l Games in St. Peters-
burg last month.

But the darling o the Zuri-
ch [ans withdrew late Monday
after doctors advised that a
mineral deficiency caused by

the infection could cause
muscle damage
Also in the world-class

lineup are 1993 world cham-
pion Airwdre Cason, the world
200-metre champion Franking
Fredericks of Namibia. and
Olapade Adeniken. Davidson
Ezinwa and Daniel Efffong. all
of Nigeria.

The flamboyant Drummond
has already boasted he will set
a new world recbrd at the
prestigious meet.
¢t "I will set the world record
of ... 9.79 seconds. Then | will
take a victory lap around the
track.” he predicted. -

Burrell set the record of
6'.85 at Lausanne, Switzerland,
last July 6. slices one-hun-
dredth of a second off the pre-
vio.us mark held by Lewis. :

Drummond'’s training part
ner. the 1994 Gﬂndwlll Gam

and Par Afriea-USA meet win-

ner Dennis "The Green Ma-
chine” Mitchell, is meore gui-
etly confident.

He has clocked five sub-10
second wins this season and is
at the top of his form.

Mitchell is ready o take on

CARL LEWIS
the world's best — especially
Christie., winner of his third
European title at Helsinki ear-
lier this month.

"You have (o go into a race
with the utmost confidence
that everyone who comes into
the race has to beat you,” he
said_ "Linford Christie has to go
up against me. But if you ask
him. he'll say | have to go up

“The Zurich Weltklasse . is
the Grand Prix circuit’'s richest
meet, attracting the cream of
the athletics world. It is usually
one of the most record-set-
ting as well.

Also showing sizzling form
is 200-metre Olympic
medalist Gwen Torrence of the
United States. :

The lihé Torrenee sirea-
ked to the fastest time this

‘most likely be the
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Games last week — 21 28 sec-
onds.

it remains to be seen
whether she will be able to
match that form against the
indefatigable Irina Privalova of
Russia who burst through to a
double win at the European
Championships at Helsinki,
taking both the 200 metres
and 100 metres.

The men's 200 metres will
likely be another highlight of
the meet with Michael Jo-
hanson of the United States
pitched against the Norwegian
European champion Geir Mo-
ETl.

Johnson has the seasons

second fastest time in the 200

metres, 19.94. He also won in
the Goodwill 200 last month In
20. 10.

‘In the long jump Heike
Drechsler of Germany, who
dominated the field
sinki, will have to battle it out
against Jackie Joyner-Kersee
of the United States.

The American strained a
ligament in her right knee
during the 110 metre hurdies
at the Pan-Africa-USA meet
last week and withdrew [rom
the long jump.

"But her sights have long
been set on the Zurich meet.

Other events attracting at-
tention will be the men's 110
metre hurdles, where pmm
Colin Jackson's will
: the
men's jump. in 'hu:h
record- Mike Powell of
the United States faces com-
petition from up-and-coming
compatriot Kareem Streete-
Thompson: and the men's 800
metres, where Wilson

and Nixon
will be up against [talian

" Andrea Benvenuti and Nor-

year at the Pan- Africa-USA

wmmmvm'

- ROME, Aug 16:
" Parma's hopes of
capping a meteo-
ric rise to the top
of Italian soccer
by winning a first
league title depend on the
fortunnes of two stars who
experienced vastly different
World Cup fortunes. reports
Reuter. )

Colombian Faustino Asprilla
— arguably the biggest flop of
the World Cup — and Italy star
Dino Baggio. who enhanced his
reputation as a combative mid-

DIND EA{ G ID

fielder,
make Parma the main threal (o

have the talent to
AC Milan’s bid for a record-ty-
ing fourth league title. :

But Parma coach Nevio
Scala knows neither player has

shown his true colours in the

|_ league and must be wondering

il eighter one ever will..

Asprilla, 24, a sleek and
gifted striker, faces a make-or-
hreak season at the helm of
Parma's attack after failing to
live up to high expectations at
the World Cup. _

"+ Baggio, a tall midfielder
who scored key goals as Italy
ook the runners:up spot to
Hrazil in the LIS, must now
prove he can perform week in
week out in the Serie A after
his summer move f{rom
Jduventus.

Troubled by a series of in-
juries, Baggio had a poor sea-
son with Juventus last year,
IYarma are his fourth club in
live seasons and he has never
really reproduced his ltaly
ﬁ}rm at league level.

L

. after

Parma. a second-division
club just flive years ago. have
sky-rocketed to the top of
European soccer after winning
the Italian Cup in 1992, the
Cup Winners' Cup in 1993 and
the European Supercup in
1994.

They finished fifth last year
— nine points behind Milan —
failing to maintain
sparkling -early form.

As they prepare for another
assault on the title, Asprilla
and Baggio may hold the key to
the final crowning glory ol
Parma's rise, but Scala can rely
on a galaxy of stars.

P pin hopes on odd pair

Theﬂn}omb'lln mrnf

' seven goals in his debut season

has been crit-
and lack

and 10 last year,
icised _for selfish
of killer instinct in the area.
Some players, let alone
fans, see Asprilla, who cut his
soccer at Nacional Me-
dellin, as the sole question
mark hanging over an other-

- wise solid squad. =

"I've never had a better

group of players.,” Scala said
recently, referring to deals
which have given him a host of
ml‘.crnatmnal stars to pick
from.

Defence looks the strongest
department with Italy de-
[ender Roberto Mussi, si
from Torino during the World
Cup. facing battle for a first-
teamn jersey,

Portuguese defender Fer-
nando Couto, who signed from

_ Porto at the end of last season.

comuplements a backline in-
cluding sweeper
Minotti and Italy teammate
Luigi Apolloni.

Alberto di Chiara and
Antonio Benerrivo, who had a
fine World Cup. pmnﬂse speed
on both flanks.

Lorenzo

The midfield also look as |

=strong as any in the Serie A.

Baggio. set to direct play
between Swedish World Cup
star Tomas Brolin and former
ltaly international Massimo
Crippa, savs he is a natural
midfielder and complains of
being misused as a defender at
Torino, Inter Milan and Ju-
ventus,

“l was plagued by injury last
year and never got into the
groove,” the 23-year-old said
recently. "Parma have" pro-
mised [ will play at midfield
and not as a defender. where
Juventus kept me and where [
am not happy.” *

The arrival of striker Marco
Baranca, who scored 14 goals
for relegated Udinese last year,
has bolstered the attack and
will ensure Asprilla and
Sardinian Gianfranco Zdla face
competition [or their starting
roles.

“Faustino wasn't consistent
last year and a true champion
cannot allow himself such ups
and downs,” said Brolin.

"We have a 50 per cent

l' AUSTINO ASPRILLA

chance of winning the title. If
Asprilla comes through, then

the entire squad will reap the

benefits,” he said.

Scala has said he wants
Asprilla, who has had a to de-_
fend himself from rumours of
heavy drinking and wild be-
haviour off the field, more
concentrated during training.

Asprilla. who quit interna-
tinnal soccer after the murder
of teammate Andres Escobar
for scoring an own goal in
Colombia's early exit from the
World Cup. has vowed to prove
his mettle.

g | had a bad season last
year,” he confessed recently.’
“But I'm more ready than ever
to prove | can rise to the occa-
sion.”

If Parma win their ﬁrat ti-
tle, Asprilla will dedicate it to
Escobar, the defender who was
shot dead ocutlside a restaurant
in his native Medellin.

"I want to play great soccer,
to win the title and dedicate it
to Escobar and his family.”

VICTORIA, Bri-
' 1ish  Columbia,
b Aug 16: South Af-
rican swimimers
competing .in th-
eir first Cornmon-
wealth Games for
[ Victoria 94 36 years aim to
help spﬂil the Australian
meedals parly when competi-
iton starts on Friday, reports
. Reuter:

“The Australians have put
ilhhe word- about that they are
voing to win everything. That's
npset a few teams," South
African swimming coach Brian
(rraham said on Stmdaf

With their 19 swimmers
And barely two years experi-
ence back in international
competition. South African

3 | ran hardly expeet to POSE A =e:

rious threar to Australia’s crack
“45-strong squad.
| But they have learned a lot

the same venue from next
— AFP photo

Lintern ational outing at

since their disastrous first big
the
1992 Barcelona Olympics and
confidence is returning.

in

Timings have improved a
great deal in the last two years.

‘Since we've had more ex-
perience and motivation," said
Graham, "Our target is five
medals — perhaps two or three
in the relays.”

At the last Commonwealth
Games in Auckland, New Zea-
land in 1990, Australia won
59 swimming medals, Canada
82, England 13 and New Zea-
land eight. Wales and Zim-
babwe managed one apiece.

South Africa's hopes of
spreading the medals a little
maore evenily this time rest on
three individuals — Peny Hey-
ns, ranked fourth in the world
the 100 metres breast-
siroke. Peter Williams in the
50 metres freestyle and Ma-
rinnne Kriel in the 50 metres
ireestyle and 100 backstroke,

Heyns said she felt much
more confident about  her
chances both in Viectoria and atl
the World Championships in
Rome next menth than she
had a1l the Olympics.

SA swimmers' high hopes

"I was really taken a back
by everyone | was swimming
against. [ swam two seconds
slower than my best,” she said.

Kriel is convinced Heyns,
now based in the United

tates, will win, with her ad-
ded experience and maturitly.

"It helps not to have the
Americans and Chinese here,"
she commented.

“"We've been to as many in-
ternational meets as we can,
That's helped, with nerves
especially.”

During their years of isola-
tiorti, South Africans had few
goals and little motivation.

There was one big compe-
tittion a year — the nationals.

"Now we have more to aim
for. We can travel. It makes it
all worth the hours we put in.”
Kriel said.

Despite the countrys long
coastline and balmy climate.
swimming is not a high profile
sport in South Africa and there
are only two Olympic sized in-
door poals in the country.
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PFA ofﬁmal hit
out at big-money
ansfers

like Chris Sutton's
pound (7.72 million dellar)
move from Norwich to Black-

He said they were inflating
the market. forcing less well-
off clubs to look abroad for
cheaper options and could be
damaging to the long-term in-
terests of the team.

“I'm worried that fees [ike
Sutton’'s are forcing clubs
look abroad. May be we should
look at putting a cap on
transfer lees — or even stop-
ping them altogether,” nld
Taylor.

"] am not a harbinger ﬂ
doom, but in Italy every team
has to have eight Italians in it
We don't haye that rule here,
and that is a major problem.
Only half of Manchester Uni-
ted's team in the Charity
| Shield are English.”

Taylor, who is tightening
Iis criteria for supporting
applications for work permits,
wants to see less money from
the English game being spent
overseas.

“If the money gnea abroad,
and doesn't go to clubs like
Crewe, who groomed David
Platt, or Torguay ., whd pro-
duced Lee Sharpc then the
long-term consequences for
our game could be dctrlmcn -
tal.” he said.

"Players who come in need
lo be regular intérnationals,
they need to be in the top
band of wages. and the fee
needs to reflect a world-class
player.”

Taylor is particularly an-
noyed at the interest in cheap
American players. Coventry
almost signed US World Cup
defender Alexei Lalas and have
since bought his teammate s
Jones.,

Haynes heads
for S Africa

CAPE TOWN, Aug 16: For-
mer West Indian Test opening
batsman Desmond Hgynes has
signed a two-year contract to
play for top South African
provincidl side Western Pro-
vince, it was announced Tues-
day, reports AFP.

Western Province Cricket -
Association chief executive,
Arthur Turner, said Haynes,
who will arrive in time for the
domestic season in October,
would be "an assel to our young
and inexperienced players.”

Turner said Western'
Province had been "struggling
with the top order.” and has
targeted Haynes after negotia-
tions with another West Indian
great, Viv Richards, fell
through earlier this year.

UEFA punishes
Galatasaray

BERNE, Aug 16: Turkish
champions Galatasaray have
been banned from playing the-
ir next European Cup match at
home, European Soccers
governing body UEFA said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

UEFA said in a statement
that one-maich suspension was
imposed on Monday after
Galatasaray fans hit both li-
nesmen with objecis during
their European Cup prelimi-
nary round first leg match
away to Avenir Beggen of
Luxembourg last Wednesday.

Galatasaray, virtually certain
of a place in the Champions
League round-robin stage aller
a 5-1 win in the away leg. must
play the home leg at a ground
| at least 300 km from Istanbul.
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