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Diminishing the JS

More than a third of the laws so far passed by
the present Jatiya Sangsad, 59 to be precise,
were ordinances promulgated by the present
governmeént. The fact made public o ally
through the publication of the Summaries of
House Proceedings was very and much
too embarrassingly unflattering for the govern-
ment's legislative performance. So much so that
the Speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali would net mince
words in his of dissatisfaction over the
record by himself going on record as having al-
ways discouraged the treasury bench from resort-
ing so frequently to promulgation of ordinances.

The Speaker's outspoken reaction, however,
tannot be expected to salvage the BNP govern-
ment from the damage it has done to itself. This
record of 59 ordinances imposed in spite of
there being 15 sessions of the JS, or five every’
year. has convincingly vindicated the old and’
persistent opposition accusation that the gov-
ernmént has consistently been diminishing the

Sangsad, so graphically proved from the very be-
ginning by the Prime Minister's dismally poor
record of attending the JS sessions. The govern-
ment now is left with no way to prove that even
those horrific figures were a fact, the BNP neves
meant indeed to diminish the Sangsad — except
through mending its ways over the rest of its
tenure.

[f BNP has proved itself inept in the ways of
governing through Parliament, it hasn't done half
as much damage to the party as it has done to the
nation. However, the government party doesp't
exactly hold a monopoly in the business of dimin-
ishing the JS which is what lends, exclusively,
legitimacy to the government as also to the op-
position. It is only the JS and not the government
as such through which the people — the source of
sovereignty of our state — participate-in the gov-
erniment® The opposition has been responsible for
balking at that participation, for howsoever com-
pelling political reasons there may be, now for
months. It cannot be true that this act is not di-
minishing the Jatiya Sangsad.

But then it is also true that a great 3tride was
made towards democracy at the end of '90 and
the pace was held through most of the following
year. And that two great ‘milestones were set in
that march towards meaningful and effective
democracy, namely, the Shahabuddin ‘elections
and the JS voting for the parliamentary form of:
government. It was simply heroic the way BNP
browght itself to the position of going along in
this crucial decision being wholly given to the
presidential one as if by a holy covenant,

That elan and the esprit that led it foundered
on shoals and rocks of narrowness of vision bor-
dering on petty egotism. sliding frequently into
regular meanness while the.rosebud of democ-
racy was let to wilt all the time. There is no use
here apportioning the responsibility of being the
greater sinner among the two — for the record is
clear and open for all in the nation to know the
truth. What is indubitably certain is that the talk
of victory for democracy is ringing hollow with
every promulgation of an ordinance .and every
passing day of the boycott. As much as it will take
two to end this boycott, it will nced a full House
fo stop the ordinances.

Outrageous

To sit in on judgement over some legaﬂ_'fl
as non-cognisable an offence as a gossip between
a young girl and a man is itself patently primitive.

And obviously the crudity would be at its outra-
gmus worst if a judgement were passed summar-
y finding the girl guilty of an ‘act’ they were
hell bent to call 'shameless,” Having had it on the
authority of the Coordinating Council of Human
Rights in Bangladesh (CCHRB) that all this had
happened at a within Sadar Thana in
Rajshahi district, we published a front-page news
item on the subject yesterday glven the tenden-
tiousness of the m . Poor Anjali Karmakar in
her mid-teens was declared an outcast and ban-
ished from her locality for good as she violated
the so-called norms of the village. She was re-
Eorted]}' allowed temporary stay in the village for
er exams in a farcical semblance of a negotiated
outcome m it look as if it was saalish after
all, to the credulous folks around. .
That was not all to it. Her crestfallen fa-
ther Nitai Chandra Karmakar, a goldsmi
rofession, was subjected to a gruelling in ty
fore the public ; he had to de sit-ups while
holding his ears (very humiliating act in our
custmu} as if he was a helpless school boy of a
prey doing the bidding of some scow self-ap-
pointed masters or social guardians. What a
teaching role ml:;_-tl:_llel this l;rge oy e
trying to present them as, lai by our default.
Saalish or arbitration has bcm}:: traditionaily
permitted in our society but exclusively as a
mode of working out a compromise or peaceful
settlement over any dispute arising out of small
causes. It cannot be allpwed as a method of pass-
ing any judgement having punitive implications
which then woéuld be a gross impingement on the
legal authority of the courts — a mockery of the
judicial system as such. It also constitutes a bla-
tant violation of the norms of administration and
law enforcement. It is the ex p decisions, that
again based on glib talk of the village caught on
the antenna of the rural influentials raring o
at it, make the errant kind of saalish 30 very ag
horrent. The practice in its degenerate fﬂrm
must be stopped; for, it is a close variant of fat-
wabaji. Or since coming under scrutiny, is fat-
wabgji trying to sneak up through anther route?
Curipu thc arbitration was held at the office of
the loc “union parishad chairman. The office
bearer being very much under the control of the
ernment, the latter can do the needful with

e former in all the union councils of the coun-

a‘.anthatﬂwy stnodguardnverarbltra:ysaal

It is a question of utl:cﬁng the con-
stituti fundamental and human rights of
people ' who may be vulnerable to a denial of
these, specially in the remoter parts of the coun-
try. Since the victims in the present case belong
to a minority religious community the wrong-do-

ing of their tormentors is even more difficult to
“condone.

‘the virtues of

. remains a vegelable.
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Mostly about Potato — a bit on Couch Potato too

TS not a matter of the

« | past really that people in

this country were being *

urged to ¢al more potatoes Lo *

reduce rice intake. There were
publicity campaigns extolling
ato as a food.
Special food fairs used to be
arranged, putling on display all
sorts of tasty and varied dishes

prepnrud&'nmpﬂatn 11\:“-

pression m M ‘ ;.:
just a ng
habits ‘:;L rice

tnpuutnulnl.nph“.

The scenario has
now. Food deficit has to
be a pressing issue. The wr-

gency to promote consumption -

of potato as a substitute for
rice is no longer there. Rather,
the word is going round that
potato could not be a substitute

for rice anyway. How's that
again?

Well, the Hangladesh
MNational Nutrition ouncil

(BNNC) is said to have held
that potato should not be rec-
ommended as a direct alterna-
tive to rice. Citing a BNNC re-

‘port, a news agency says that

: t ld not replace
importance and indeed the very existence of the ! e ik

rice as food. According te the
findings of the BNNC report,
rice or wheat is more than
four-times in food value as
compared to peotato. Rice or
wheat also contains more than
four-times calorie as co
to potatp. On top of that, the
production cost of the same
wantity of potato is higher
xan that of rice or wheat.

One redeeming feature
about all of it is that despite
exhortations in the past, peo-
ple did not really take to
potato as staple food instead
of rice. To them, potato still .
It just

HANDRIKA Kumaratun-

ge's mother was the wor-

's first woman prime
minister and 49-year old dau-
ghter is campaigning to get

the job herself. °

To become a contender, she
fought and beat her brother
Anura for leadership of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP).
still formally led by her mother

‘Sirima Bandarnaike, 79 years

old and in poor health.

Now Kumaratunge is lead-
ing the opposition assault in
the 16 August parliamentary
elections. in which she is
hoping to capitalise on a pal-
pable desire for change,

The SLFP, the- main party in
the opposition Peoples Allia-
nce, has been in the wilder-
ness for 17 years, during
which time it lost every elec-
tion it fought — until it broke
the mould last March with a
stunning victory In elections in
the Southern Province.

The poll rocketed Kumara-
tunge into prominence and
revitalised the party. Among
her supporters.are many of thé
2.4 millipn youmg voters on
thd 11 million strong electoral
register.

Reports of fnrruplmn iFl-

v eereal

heipl them eat rice or hread,

for that matter. The BNNC re-
port also recommends intake
of potato as vegetable and also
as a snack food.

Potato may not have caught
on as a staple food. All the
same, its consumption, mostly
as a vegetable, has expanded
remarkably over the years. As a
matter of fact, the rate of
growth of potato output out-
strips nearly all the other veg-
etables. During 1965-70,

during 1965-70 was around
3.680 tonnes per acre. Lasi

riety. However, the vegetable
may not be a na to this
land, Potato is u recog-
ni as native to South

America although it is now
widely cultivated all over the
world. It was lptroduced ;mo
Europe around the year 1570
The word 'potato’ is actudlly
derived from Spanish pasato,
which itself, is a variant of na-
tive American batata. Even

now, Holland is place to go
for procuring Quality seed
potato. Could it be that the

potato came our way f{rom
South America via Europe?

Be that as it may, potato
now is one of our major non-
agricultural erops.
Official patronage may have
helped cultivation of the item

lo expand. Economic consid-
erations also have played a

major role in promoting potato
cultivation. The return to the

grower is significantly higher
in the case of potato as com-
pared to other rabi crops such
as pulses, oil seeds. However,
the emergence of cold storage
establishments had, by [ar.
been a crucial factor in sustain-

* ing the growth of potato culti-

vation.

This then is a sort of low-
down on potato cultivatipn.
The growth of facilities for

ALONG MY WAY

storage and preservation of the
oulput is a feature which at-
lracts special notice. The in-
stalled capacity of the cold

storage units exceeds 4 lakh

tonnes which is used frgely
for potatoes. About 3.5 lakh
tonnes or roughly one-fourth of
the total annual output of pota-
toes, are stored in these estab-
lishments. Potato is now a veg-
etable which is available all the
yehir round. Availability of stor-

age facilities clearly improved -
Tmarketing opportunities for

the item and supported
growth ol production.
Weather permitting, the
country has now reached the
threshold of attainirtg food
self-sufficiency. Increasingly
there are talks of new
strategies for agricultural
development with emphasis on
crop diversification. It is in
this context that the contribu-
tion of a supportive frameéwork

of storage and preservation fa
cilities iIn iuﬂliinlnﬂ the
growth of potato cultivation i
the country, can well serve as o
case in point, Plans for crop
diversificatiorl must take the
need for creation of appropri-
ate storage [acilities for agri-
cultural produce into account.
Future investments in the
agriculture sector must be di-
rected towards setting up
infrastructure as well.

Creation.of storage facilities
also needs to be considered in
the broader perspective of

defining strategies for agricul
tural marketing. Just diversify-

ing agriculture or increasing
crop yields would not ensure a

better return to the farmer un-

less facilities for the

produce are also improved. A
storage infrastructure has thus

to be su nted ‘'with up-
tion of farm ts. An inte-

grated framework of agricul-
tural marketing needs to be
put in place in tandem with
programme for crop diversifi-
cation.

Given this setting. It is en-
couraging to note form a news
agency report that the
European Commission (EC)
has initiated a study on finding
ways to ‘mprove trade infras-
tructure for agricultural pro-
duce in secondary tons in this
country, so that the growers
could be assured of a better
return for the crops they raise.

An amount of 81 2 millon is
said 1o have been carmarked
for the study, te be completed
in a couple of years” Lime
Follow-up projects would be
taken up on the basis of flrad-
ings of the study. It is to be
boped that our policy makers
would extend full support te
the EC programme.

To go by the report, the EC
has taken up the programme
in recognition of the phe-
nomenon of the growers being
often deprived of a fair price
for their produce due the ab-
sence ol an a le mar-
keting mechanism in the
countryside. Poor marketing
facilities; ,it is said, tends Lo
place the farmers at the mercy
ol traders. Prices vary widely
bétween the growers' and con-
sumers’ levels — the traders
who act as middlemen eating
up the difference as profits.
Well, this is something wiich
had been known all along. It's
gnod to see someone laking
cognizance and making a move

te correct the distertions in
the marketing mechanism for

agricudtural produce. And who
knows, more efficient market-
ing methods could even pro-
mote the much sought-after
total factor productivity in-
crease — in other words,
higher output that cannot be
attribuled to just more labour
and capital mputs.

- L] ] -

started off with potatoes
I and better end up with it

But before that, I ought to
mentien aneother important
consideration which would
deter people from turning to
potato as replacement for rice

or wheat. It is the price’ factur
Earlier, | spoke of the food

.The opposition is hoping to end 17 years in the political wilderness when Sri Lanka goes to
the polls today Aug 16. And opposition leader Chandrika Kumaratunge has another, more

persnnal ambition to_follow in her mother’s fmtsteps as prime minister.

Hamlw
* Prime Minister of Sri La'lta

cluding complainis by foreign
‘governments about improper
contract .. placement proce-

dures, will work against the
ruling United National Party
(UNP) led by Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremasinghe.

So will the rising cost of
living, fuelled by the removal
of subsidies at the insistence of
the World Bank and by a civil
war in the north. The govern-
ment's free market policies
have maintained growth rates
of 4-6 per cent a year, but the
poor are struggling,

But the UNP traditionally
has a 40 per cent block ol
support on which to draw,
compared with the SLEP's 30-
35 per cent, and is partnered
by the powerful, 400,000
member plantation workers

" union led by Savundramurthy

Thondamon, a Cabinet Minis-
ter and one of the country's
shrewdest political strategists.

It is promising a cluster of
welfare and manpower training
measures. including an expan-
sion of the existing food

8. uupa scheme, special youth
training with a monthly al-
lowance thrown in, better fi-
nanced
ships, lertiliser loans for farm-
ers and land for members of
the security forces.

It failed to put these mea-
sures in place in the last |7

vears except in a peripheral,

piecemeal way, but then all

parties are making unrealistic
aid extravagant promises.

The Peoples Alliance —
which also embraces commu-

nist and Trotskyist parties and '
breakaway group from the UNP

— promises a basket of [ood
items for the young unem-
ploved, a dole of poor farnilics.
a write off of agricultural loans,
social insurance for the dis-
abled. abolition of pay as you
earn tax. cheaper and brei!

| cereals and fuel oil, and much™

much more.
The SLFP and other opposi-

university scholar- |

tion parties have vehemently
opposed the free marketl for a
decade, characterising it as a
sell out to the World Bank.
International Monetary Fund
and lransnational corporations.

It has now embraced some
free market policies, with
reservations and without total
conviction. The People All-

ance talks of an open economy,

with a human face, which has
never been defined. Kumar-
atunge has been wooilng the
business community, which is
severely perturbed by the

- prospect of an opposition

victory,

Holding polls in the north,
where the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) is fighting
a separatist war, is a major
problem. Though some areas
are under the control of the
security forces, many villages
have been abandoned. Several
parties have entered the fray
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_ mﬂ-!tcr:t: viewers of
videotapes on the VCR. The

.appellation seems to apply

mainly to those human beings
who are wont to indulge in ap-

hear a twang of words m

ing similar® Is it because TV
and WCR addicts vegetate on
their lounging seats that they
become couch potatoes? Or is
it that their prnhnpd viewing
ﬁgurttiﬂlr taki roots—
which turns them couch
potaioes? Well, your guess is
as good as mine.

Chandrika Bids to Become her Country’s Second Woman Premier

Malliknwmmdmwﬂtuﬁnm(}ohmbo

claiming te represent the
Tamils but the LTTE bas told
Tamils, who form about 14 per
cent of the population, net to
participdte in the elections
and will certainly try to disrupt
voting.

Party activists have gener-
ated some electoral enthusi-
asm. Posters plaster the walls
even though forbidden under
election law. Stireamers are
draped over roundabouts. The
noise of Colombe's traffic
clogged roads is punctuated by
cheenapatas (crackers) and
the blasts of young
bucks racing around in open
vehicles.

But there is almost as much
speculation about the possibil-
ity of post-election violence as
about the outcome of the elect
tion. The omens seem bad.

There has been an ugly resur-
gencé of violence in the run
up to the election. Clashes,

thuggery. a few ahaot.ingl and
killings, disruption and strikes
at workplaces have marred the
campaign. — GEMINI NEWS

MALLIKA WANIGASUNDARA
is a freelance Sri Lankan
Jjournalist.

SIANS who migrate to
A Australia generally  be-
ii:an othrer immigrants.

This is now generally ac-
knowledged by social ob-
servers —.although grudgingly
by some Australians — and
supported by statistics.

Asians now make up a big-
fer proportion oi total immi-

~grants than previously. They

make stronger commitments
to the country than other im-
migrants. And they bring with
them more skills and a keener
desire to succeed.

They are also more law-
abiding than non-Asian immi-
grants. Their family loyalty and
involvement are generally
closer .

‘Asian immigrants have also
helped in Australia's economic,
social and political relations

regicn. - '

A big proportion of Asian
immigrants become Australian
citizens. More Asians than
people from other countries
apply for citizenship. Most of
them do so as soon as they
qualify.

Asian immigrants generally
make a greater commitment to
Australia than people for its
traditional sources of immi-
grants, such as the United
Kingdom and Ireland.

No less than 96 per cent of

eligible Vietnamese immi-
grants have become citizens,
80 per cent of those [rom

come better cilizens

78 per cent of

" Asians Make Good Australians

Vincent W Stove writes from Sydney

Asian immigranits make a stronger commitment to
their new country than people from the UK and

Laos,
from Cambodia, 81 per cent of
those from the Philippines and
eligible Indians.

But only 53 per cent of eli-
gible immigrants from the
United Kingdom have both-
ered to ‘become citizens. The
proportion for Ireland is 49
per cent, while only 35 per

cent of immigrants from the

United States have become
Australians. The figure for
those from New Zealand is a
miserable 27 per eent.

According to Immlgrau-:m
Minister Senator Nick Bolkus,
citizenship 'is particularly im-
portant to Australia where the
concept of citizenship not only
has its normal meaning. but
also acts as a unifier.”

But it seems this view is
more prevalent among Asian

immigrants than those with

‘Anglo-Saxon backgrounds.

Even the wife of the leader
of the opposition Liberal Party,
Alexander Downer (considered
by many to be the country's
next Prime Minister], has so
far declined to become an
Australian citizen.. Although
Nicola (Nickyl Downer has
lived here for 14 years, she
appears to prefer to retain her
British citizenship as a solid
link with the UK.

Mr-Dowrner has been qu:}tcd

83 per ¢ent of those.

Ireland

as slating that he has never
attempted to force RKis wife lo
become an Australian citizen
because "it would be quite sex-
ist of me to tell my wife what
she should do about these
things.” i

. Many female immigrantﬂ
from the UK return to that

country when pregnant so that
their children will be born "at

. home"” and have no problems

retaining British citizenships

-and passports.

It is probably not surprising

‘then that so many Australians

of British descent — even after
two or three generations — are
expressing strong support for
the retention of the British
monarch as Australia's head of
state and are opposed to
Australias bemnﬂng a repub-
lic.

Asian immjgranta are much
more enthusiastic for Australia
to relinquish ties to the British
monarchy and for an Australian
to be head of state. They sup-
port the idea of their adopted
country being seen as an inde-
pendent republic of Lhe

Western Pacific.

A Vietnamese immigrangt
commented: "In many re-
spects. Asian immigrants have
a greater vision for Australia's
future and a deeper commit-
ment to its role in this part of
the .world than people who
come here from Engiand and
Europe.” J

While many. if not most,
immigrants {rom the UK and

" Europe would not accept that

they lack total commitmerni to
Australia. all would agree thal
most Asian immigrants had to
display greater initiative and
determination to be able to
come to Austlralia.

Although the country has
long abandoned its racial im-
migration policy, it is evident
that more funds and other
types of support are availatle
to encourage and assist the
immigratipn processing pro-
¢edures in London, for in-
stance, than in Bangkok.

And the commitment to
Australia of most of the so-
called boat people from Viel
Nam. Laos and Cambodia must

be greater in comparison to
those who secured the fast,
easy lane from the UK and
Europe.

Australia’s Western Pacilic
ilocation within a vertical
hemisphere with East Asia
seems to help Asian immi-
grants adapt to their new
country. They are also naturally
not concerned about Australia’s
increasing association with
Asia, politically and economi-
cally.

But many non-Asian immi-
grants tend to look upon this
thrust into Asia as an aban-
donment of English and
European traditions — only to
be tolerated because of the fl}h
namic surge in nearby Asian
economies. The more prag-
matic among them take the
reluctant attitude that Australia
will just have to accept being
part of the Asian scene and
will have to make the most of
it.

Some 40 years ago Asians
comprised less than three per
cent of Australia's annual im-
migrants. Today more than 40
per cent come from Asia.

Asians make up at least half
the total number of immi-
grants with work skills. About
90 per cenl of Australia's busi-
ness immigrants [those who
buy. invest in or start some

sort of business enterprise)
come from Asia. '
These statistics reinforce
the view thal Asian immigrants
make strong commiitments to
Australia. They also refute the
often-heard accusations that
Asians are a burden on the rest
of the community because they
are unskilled and lack ctn-
trepreneurial resources.

Statistics published re-
cently show that Asian-born
students are at least five times
more likely than locally-born
students to%achieve the nezes-
sary very high marks at scl.ool
to enable them to enter the

. medical faculty at universities.

"They are more keenly mo-
tivated, and receive tremen-
dous encouragement from
their families,” an educaticral-
ist commented.

Aslan faces are also bﬂng
seen more frequently on the
Australian sporting scene —
even in that very English garne
of cricket. A prominent crick-
eter i{s 23-year-old Richard
Chee Quee who is so profi-
clent, he plays both in
Australia and England.

He was born in Australia of
Chinese parents. He is the only
cricketer of Chinese descent
to play at first-class level in
Australia. His promotional
work among school children
has encouraged more Asian
youngsters to play cricket.

— Depthnews Asia
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"Taslima Nasreen"

Bir,1 am glad that Abu
Abdullah has written in (DS
Letter 13 Aug) to infuse some
clarity ginto the Taslima
Nasreen affair. Time and again
columnists and correspon-
dents have made reference to
the lady's literary skills — as

_though the case against her is

proved if her abilities are suc-
cessfully denigrated. Time and
thcy hﬁvr: devalued and

obscured her quintessential
point that the womenfolk, of
our country are very badly
served by, ong others, those
who deliberately misuse reli-

gion to reinforce shoddy, ar-

chaic and often cruel hotions
and manifestations of male
chauvinism. Time and again
even the most libertarian, in-
tellectual and enlightened am-
ong them have argued them-
selves awkwardly into a dark
corner that, iromically, il-
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lamiines their thin veneer of thar not ounly the lourists, ageils, other crime prévention and reconstructed. These are

Lalerance.

{he plain fact of the matter
i~ Lthat by giving inordinate im-
portance to what Ms Nasreen
niay or may not have said, ob-
seurantists and intellectuals
with clay feet alike have ac-

corded the issue of freedom

for women a massive booslt.
Perhaps Ms Nasreen isn't so
ail]j' after all.

Mizanur Rahman
DOHS, Dhaka.

]
Crime maps -
Sir, As students we learned
aboul many kinds of maps, as
soldiers othgr maps like the
going maps, and now the latest
one — crime map. A crime
map of London, recently pro-
duced, has been so successiul

house buyers and real estate
dgents are using it to get an
idea of the capital's burglary
hotspots, The maker is now
encouraged to make olher
maps for Britain's major cities.

We in Dhaka would like to
know how much crime in gen-
eral and burglary in particular
are there in various locali-
ties/under the jurisdiction - of

each "police station. Naming

the streets are nol necessary,
nar the areas usually known for
drugs and mugging, as this
might attract other criminals
to a pinpointed area. The po-
lice HOQs could come up with
one such map for the metro-
polis on any avallable tourist
map of the BPC and the kind
immediately for it would be in
demand from the real estate

agencies, and even the diplo-
matic corps making sure their

people live iIn a reasonably
crime-free spot.

Col Mirza ShafilR)
Banani, Dhaka

Sewerage in Mirpur

Sir, Endorsing Mr Md
Nizamuddin's letier, "Sew-
erage in Mirpur” of 8th instani
I like to add more pitiable
points in this regard. The

pipes are not only insuffi-

ciently narrow bul also set in
the wrong way. The slanting is
nol enough Lo pass the sewer
towards the big pits. Moreover,
live hig pits here in Section No
11 Block A are not yet cleaned

fillecd up yet new connection is
giveni. As a result the accumu-
lated filth in the small pits
remains to rot and pollute the
air more vigorously than be-
fore. Before this development
we were rather better; at least
we were surviving. Now the
blocked sewer will spring up
in our bath rooms and make us
sulfer a hell.

Would the proper au
take immediate action? We the

poor Lax payers have alreﬁiy in
formed the situation. The re-
sponsible engineer of the
Housing Department knows
the facts very well but remains
silent, why don't know.

Ln Goffran Noor
11A Mirpur. Dhaka



