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NEWS ERIEFS
Public holiday
Aug 21

The government has an-
aounced August 21 as public
holiday
Eid-e-Miladunnabi, an official
press release said yesterday.
Earlier, Aygust 20 was an-
nounced public holiday in ob-
servance of the day as it was "
presumed that the moon of the
"Rabiul Awal” month would be’
sighted on August B, reports

BSS.

AL public meet

The Awami League will hold
a public meecting tomorrow at
the Bangabandhu Avenue
marking the 19th death
anniversary of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Party

chief Sheikh Hasina will
preside over the meeling,

reports UNB.

Laparoscopic surgery
in HFRC Hospital
The Holy Family Red

Crescent Hospital has intro-

duced laparoscopic surgery to

remove _gallbladder steone
without opening the abdomen.

Chairman of Bangladesh Red

Crescent Society Shahidul Hug

Jamal MP. inaugurated on
Sunday Lhe new system, re-
ports BSS. ;

The Chunarughat Bridge

aover the river Khoal in
Habiganj  district will be
opened to (raffic today.

Communications Minister Ol
Ahmed will naugurated the

to connecl four unions
of Chunarughat with thana
héadquarters. The 480 feet
long and 12 feet wide four-
span bailey bridge. on perma-
nent concrete structure. has
been constiructed at a cost of

about Tk 55 lakh. reportis I

™ sty
heckled

KAZAN. Russia. Aug 15:
Ultranationalist politician Via-
dimir Zhirinovsky, who's been
getting a maxed reaction as he

people in the central Russian
city of Kazan. reports AP.

The country's manufactur-
ing seclor lost a total of 8.36
millionn man days due to labour
disputes between 1972-91 and
a large perceniage of the work
stoppages were politically in-
stigated.

According to a recent re-
port based on a study con-
ducted by the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry [MCCI), out of a total
of 932 labour disputes during
the period 38.3 per cent were
politically motivated.

The report on manufactur-
ing labour productivity and
trade unionism noted that the
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MCCI study report

Star Repbrt

country's labour productivity
has consistently declined over
the past 20 years and cau-
tioned against the dangers of
liberalising trade’ without the
requisite policy package to
improve local competitive effi-
ciency. i

Otherwise., the reporl
pointed out, it would not be
possible to bring about sustain-
able development needed to

Labour disputes cost over
8m man days in 20 yrs

improve conditions of life and

work and creation of new jobs.

The study report revealed
that the percentage of strikes
due {o political factors  in-
creased from a low of 17.6 per

cent in the 1970s to a high of
100 per cent in the late 1980s
and between 1972-91 357 out
of a total of 932 labour dis-
putes occurred at political
instigation. “

As a consequence, three
million man days, out of a total
of 8.36 million, were lost, re-
sulting in a loss of output of
27.6 million US dollars out of a
{otal of 77.4 miHion dollars.

"Available data show that in
Bangladesh 'prﬂductivity per-
sistently declined during the
past two decades. Tragically.
the isswWe remains unad-

See Page 12 Col 7
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JS summoned Aﬁg'30 |

Star Report

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has summoned the
Jativa Sangsad on August 30.

The summoning of the
16th session of Parliament
comes with - the ireasury
bench and the Opposition no
nearer to an effective dia-
logue for resolving the present
political impasse. caused fol-
lowing an Oppesition boycott
of the Housk,

The Opposition parties
have been boycolting JS ses-
sions since March to press
home their demands, includ-
ing constitutional provisions
for holding general elections
under a caretaker administra-
tion. ;

On the other hand, the rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has been stead-
fastly opposing the idea of a
caretaker government,

The next  session 1:_:1" the

coungtry's fifth Parliament be-
ginning on August 30 is likely
to be a briefl one. Speaker
Shaikh Razzak Ali scheduled to
fly for Copenhagen on
September 11 to attend a
seven-day conference of the
International Parliamentary
Union (IPU} beginning on the
day in the Danish ecapital,

The last session of
Parliament which passed the
budget for 1994-95 was pro-
rogued on July 11.

On that day., Maulana
Obaidul Hag, the lone Islami
Oikya Jote legislator, who hagd
initially joined the Oppositfon
boyeott, returned to the
House, an act welcomed by the
ruling party.

‘In another significant de-
velopment. the Jamaat MPs
who have been supporting the
AL and the Jativa Party — the

See Page 12 Col 1

on the occasion of holy |

PM attends Army
Selection Board
meeting

The¢ annual meeting of the
Ariiy Selection Board began at
the Army Headquarters yes-
terday, reports LUNB,

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia attended the
opening session of the board
meeting in the morning.

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen
Mohammad Noor Uddin Khan
and all Generals of the
Bangladesh Army were present
during th® meeting.

Begum Zia in her opening

SN Y terdled. the role of the
members of the Baxgladesh
Army during different naryral

calamities and in ensuring )

people’'s welfare and maintain-
ing global peace.

Earlier. on her arrival at the

Army Headquarters the Prime
Minister was received by the
Chief of Ariny Stafl and other
senior uillit vy officials.

- : :gﬁ e -

Prime Minister Begyni Khaledu Zia at the annual meets

Army Headquarters in the ciLy. yesterday.
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11 killed in Kashmir vig_lence_

SRINAGAR. Aug 15: Eleven

| people were killed today in the

troubled state of Kashmir as
Muslim rebels staged attacks
to disrupt celebrations mark-
ing the 47th anniversary of
India's independence, reporis
AFP.

Two eivilians died and two

ethers were injured when mil-
itants fired to rockets near

Srinagar's Bakshi Stadium. the
venue of the official National
Day celebrations, police said.

The missiles landed 50 feet
short of the stadium in a
crowded residential area, wit-
nesses said. destroying a house
and killing two residents.

A crowd of about BOO. in-

' Militants shell National

Day celebration venue

cluding senior government of-
ficlals and security personnel
were listening to Kashmir
Governor KV Krishna Rao's ad-
dress when the blasts briefly
halted the function. wilnesses
and police said

Eight militants died during
a firefight with security forces
in a village in Baramullah dis
trict edarly Monday, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported.
A large cache of arms was
srized from them.

A powerful bomb exploded
at a fairground in the far-east-
ern town of Thubal, hours be
fore the official start of the
National Day celebrations.

See Page 12 Col 7

L.ankans go to
polls today

COLOMBO, Aug 15: After
one of the bloodiest and dirti-

“est election. campaigns in its

history, Sri Lanka voles on
Tuesday in a parliamentary
polls which could end the rul-

ing Unitegd National Party's’

[UNP's) 17-year grip on
power, reports Reuter.
Al least 18 people, mostly

opposition People's Alliance

m“zml'*!
(PA) supporters have been
killed in the campaign.

Police have received scores
ol complaints with reported
incidents ranging from assault
or harassment to the burning
of homes, shops and vehicles.

Police expressed concern
about possible further attacks
after polling ends at 4 pm
(1030 GMT) on Tuesday.
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Countrywide peaceful hartal

A hall-day hartal was ob-
served acrpss the country yes-
terday at the call of the Awami

League.

The hartal was called to,

press home the AL demand for
repeal of the Indemnity
Ordinance that blocks "trial of
those involved in the killing of

AL observes
mourning day

By Staff Correspondent
The main opposition Awami

League and several other polit-
ical and socio-cultural organi-

r~£2t'ions observed a 'national

mournityg,_ day  across the
country vedierday on the oc-
casion of the lﬁtﬁ\{lﬁﬂth . an-
niversary
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The day wasd also marked by
a navonwide half-day hartal at
the gall of the Awami Leagae

| “IALr Qemianding repeal of the

Indemnity Ordinance that
bhars the trial of those involved
in the killing of Bangabandhu.

The first president of inde-
pendent Bangladesh and

See Page 12 Col 1

One killed as
AL factions
clash in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 15:
One person was killed and at
least 25 others were wounded
in an armed clash at an Awami
League functiorr in observance
of the 19th death anniversary
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Muyji-
bur Rahman here this after-
Nnoon. :

Two rival factions of the lo-
cal Awami League (AL) blamed
each other for the incident. .

See Page 12 Col 4

Tk 5.1 cr to
spent for int'l
trade fair

Star Report

The rnment will-spend
Taka five ¢rore 10 lakh for the

international trade fdir to be

held in Dhaka from January 7
to 21 next year, sald
Commerce Ministry sources.
Brisk preparations are un-
derway to’made the fair — the
first of its kind in the country
— a success. A 60-member orr
ganising committee. headed by
commerce Minister Shamsul
Islam. is now busy finalising
detailed programme of the fair

styled Dhaka International
Trade Fair - 1995.
Besides local en-

trepreneurs, a large number of
foreign firms are likely to par-
ticipate {n the fair.

See Page 12 Col 6

'Report lauds Food for Education plan

By M Anwarul Haq

Im over 4000 schools
spread over the 460 thanas
across the country, a slow but
silent programme is encourag-
ing nearly a million boys and

girls aged upto 10 to attend
primary schools regularly.
A study funded by the World

Bank described the ongoing
process as Empowerment
through Education.”

Actually. the programme is
not only empowering but also

encouraging the poor and
poverty-stricken families to

send their sons and daughters
to schools in lieu of
fond and is receiving enthusi-
astic response.

The findings say, enroiment
in the Feod for Education
(FFE) schools increased by

nearly 20 per cent on an aver-
age since the programume was
launched in July last year.
There has also been a higher
rate of enrolment of girl stu-
dents, compared with boys.
The FFE schools also wil-
nessed a nearly 10 per cent
decline in the number of
dropouts in 1994

The study was conducted by
the International Food Policy
Research Institute and
Bangladesh Food Policy Project
in collaberation with the
Primary and Mass Education
Division and the Ministry of
Food. The World Bank funded
the programme

The survey was conducted
in 104 FFE schools and 97
non-FFE schools in 10 dis

tricts out of the 19 old dis-
tricts to determine the efll-
cacy of the Food for Education
Programme launched by the
governmernt as a pilot project

The programme is designed
to link vulnerable group in-
come supplements to primary
school enrolment of their
children and thereby help at-
tain the objective of primary
school attendance by children
of low-income households.

The programme. funded
entirely by the government, is
implemented in one selected
undon in each of the 460
thanas 1t covers all govern

" ment and registered non-gov

ernment primary schools In a
selected union
A total of 1 48 millon stu

dents are currently enrolled in
the FFE schools — some 4,787
primary schools of whom 698

thousand (47%) are FFE bene-
ficiartes
Under the programme,

about 9.500 metric tons of
wheat are distributed per
month (that is. 114 thousand
metric tons per year). Each
beneficlary family is entitled to
reeeive a maximum of 30kg of
free wheat ration per month
for sending its children to a
primary school.

If a household has only one
primary school- child (6 w
10 years) and if he or she at
tends school, then that family
is entitled to receive 15 kg of
wheat per month. However, (0

See Page 12 Col 3
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The Farmgute area in the city during yesterday s half-day

By St;ai} Correspondent

" Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

o
to be

Rahman.

The 6 am to 12 noon hartal
was part: of the 'national
mourning day programmes of
the AL to mark the 19th death
anniversary of Sheikh Mujib.

On this day in 1975, Sheikh
Mujib and some of his family
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hartal called by the Awam League.

Awami League PPresident and daughter of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Sheikh Hasina and other party leaders placing
wreaths before a portrait of the late leader at the
Bangabandhu Museum in the city yesterday on the occasion
of Mujib's 19th death anniversary.

99 | ' Swedish PM
11 . .wroteto
Khaleda for

STOCKHOLM, Aug 15: A
handwritten plea for help from
author-in-hjding Taslima
Nasreen to Sweden's Prime
Minister was her ticket away
from death threats in
Bangladesh, a newspaper re-
ported Sunday, says AP,

"My situation is désperate. |
ask you kindly to intervene for
my survival,” the Expressen
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newspaper quoted Nasreen's
:#8 i % || letter as saying. .

who hurt Muslim sentiments
by demanding that Isl law
be changed to includé more
rights for women, fled to
Sweden 1Ast week and imme-
diately went into hiding.
Officially she came at the
invitation of the- Swedish
branch of the internatienal
writers' organisation, PEN.
But Expressen said her let-
ter, written while in hiding in
Bangladesh and addressed
personally . to Prime Minister
Carl Bildt, triggered a spurt of
government activity te enable
her lo come to Sweden, in-

- Star photo

members were killed in a mili-
tary putsch.
Ever since 1992, the Awami

League observes a hartal on the cluding cortacts with the
day. . Bangladeshi government.

In the capital. the hartal Expressen said her
passed off peacefully. '‘personal and confidential®

letter of July 29 appeared to
have been carried by diplo-
matic mail. Bildt responded

See Page 12 Col B

Star roundtable
on jute today

By Staff Correspondent

The Daily Star Roundtable
on.  "The Future of Jute :
# &% | Problems & Prospects™ will be
%' .| held today at 3 pm at a Jocal
hotel.

The main participants will

bl include Finance Minister M
. | | Saifur Rahman. Jute Minister
| | ASM Hannan Shah. political
- | | leaders, Members of

Parliament, regcwﬂm 'r.l{
L a2l ' -
{abour leaders and well-known
experts in the jute sector.

The Roundtable will be
moderated by the editor of
The Daily Star Mahfuz Anam.

Nine killed in
Comilla road
accident

COMILLA, Aug 15: Nine
people were killed and 15 in-
jured when a bus plunged into
a roadside ditch at Gumta in
Chandina thana of the district
on Sunday. reports UNB.

. Witnesses and police said
the Muradnagar bound bus
from Dhaka met with the acci-
dent on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at about 6:30 pm. The
bodies were recovered at
night.

Police seized the bus bul
the driver fled.

—

According to the Dhaka
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Branch Office has Moved to

Pacific Center

Please Contact us

- at

Our New Address

Chamber Buii
Dhaka- 1000

Fax : 88()-2-863511

World Trade Corpora
122-1 [ theel C/A

Tel /2441'(3 232845, 242

New Address

IBM World Trade Corporation
14 Mohakhah C/A

| Pacific Center, 6th Floor

Dhaka

Tel : 889783, 889784, 889785, 889786
Fax : 880-2-889788

We Regret the Temporary Inconvenierice




