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NEWS BRIEFS

2 die in Mymensingh
road accident

MYMENSINGH., Aug 14:
Two people were killed and 25
others injured when a minibus
and a private car met with a
collision on Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway near
Bhailor Bazar in Trishal thana
at 10.30 am today (Sunday).
Chan Miah. 45. and ag uniden-
tifed womag died on the spot
when a Dhaka-bound minibus
from Muktiagachha collided
head on with the car coming
from the oppeosite direetion,
police and wilnesses said, re-

poris UNB.

300 arrested during
strike in Nepal

KATHMANDU. Aug 14:
More than 300 activisis were
arrested today across Nepal
during a nationwide genaral
strike called by six communist
factions against Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala. organis-
ers said. reports AFP.

One third of laws okayed
by JS were ordinances

Maore than one third of the
laws enacted so far by the pre-
sent parliament were originally
ordinances promulgated by the
President.,

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
told The Daily Star last night
that in a parliamentary democ-
racy. Lhe government should
not resort to promulgation of
ordinances unless it was really
unavoidable.

Summaries of the House
proceedings, published by the
Parliament Secretariat. show
that a total of 149 laws hLave
been passed by the fifth Jativa
Sangsad [Parliament) at its 15
sessioris so far. Of them. 59
were ordinances which even-
tually got approval of the
House.

Eighteen out ol 23 legisia-
tions passed in the first ses-
sion. one out of nine in the
second, two out of four in the

third. 10 out of 18 in the
fourth, four out of 18 in the
sixth, four out 18 in the sev-

enth, four out 11 in the eighth,
four out of eight in the ninth,

By Nurul Kabir

lour outl of six in the 11th, four
out seven in the 12th. two out
of five in the 13th. one out of
six in the 14th and one out of
seven laws passed in the 15Lh
session were ordinances.

The [ifth session neither
passed any bill nor appmvf-::i
any ordinance while the “10th
ernacled nine legislations but
approved no ordinance.

Corruption case

against Ershad,

2 ex-ministers
withdrawn

_ A corruption case againsi
deposed President H M
Ershad. former Deputy Prime
Minister Prof M A Matin and
former Energy Minister Anwar
Hossain Manju at the Special
Tribunal was withdrawn by the
goverminent, reports LUNB.

The withdrawal came [ol-
lowing a petition submilted by

See Page 12 Col 1

When requested to give his

wiews in this regard, Shaikh

Razzak Ali said that the Consu-
fution provides the President
the power to promulgate ordi-
nances. '‘But the Constitution.at
the same time, has also quali-
fied the timing and circuni-
stances of promulgation of an
ordinance by the president’,
the Speaker added.

Quoting from Article 93 ol
the Constitution, Razzak Alj
said the President can ‘make
and promulgate ordinances ‘at
any time wheén Parliament
stands dissolved or is not in
session, if the President is sat-
isfied that circumstances exist
which render immediate ac-
{ion necessary .

"} have always been discour- -

aging the treasury bench, dur-

ing Parliament sessions, to go
for ordinances in case they
were not absolutely neces-
sary”, the Speaker said. The
official figure shows that the
tendency of promulgating or-
dinances has, meanwhile, de-
chined, he noted.

ane Minister B-eg'um Khaleda Zta praaldlng over a upecml meetmg on thu druught ﬂltual.iun
in several northern districts of the country at her uri'ﬁue yvesterday.

PM reviews drought,
food stock situations

A high-level meeting chai-
red by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday planned
necessary steps to face any
pessible crises as signs of an
untimely drought loomed large
over the country's northern
region, reports UNB.

Held at the International
Conference Centre in the
afternoon, the meeting re-
viewed the overall drought like
situation due to a virtually
showerless monsoon and took
account of the present food
stock in the country.

Irrigation . Minister M
Majid-ul Huq. Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
Food Minister Mir Shawkat All,
Principal Secretary to the PM
ANM Yusul and other senior
officials were present al the
meeting. '

Begum Zia directed all
coucerned Lo take immediate

steps so that small and
marginal farmers do not lace
serious problems. She asked
them to take stirict measures
so that the price of rige does
not go up due to manipulation
of the market by unscrupulous
businessmen.

The meeting was apprised
that steps already taken would
help meet a 20-lakh-ton target
shortfall of Aman crop. The
national target for Aman har-
vest this season, sel at 117
lakh metric tons from 60
lakh hectares of land, is likely
to fall short because of the
[reakish drought.

Rajshahi Division experi-
enced B8 per cent less than
average rainfall this monsoon,
heavily affecting seedbeds.

It was noted that the pre
scntl reserve of rice was about
six lakh tons and another five
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Dak justice

By Staff Correspondent

A young woman was ban-
ished from her village and her
elderly father harassed publicly
by a rural shaalish (arbitration)
at a village in Rajshahi district.

Her crime? Alleged 'chatt-
ing’ with a man, which the
arbitration considered an act
of 'shamelessness’.

The incident was reported
Sunday by the Coordinating
Council ol Human Rights in
Bangladesh (CCHRB) after an
engiuiry by one of its investiga-
Lors.

A CCHRB statement said
that 18-year-old Anjali

See Page 12 Col 4

CJ refers case

against BBC to
another bench

The Chief Justice (CJ) has
iransferred a writ petition
against the BBC. two ministries
and Taslima Nasreen to a new
bench of the High Court divi-
sion after one of the judges of
a two-member bench that felt
embarrassed to accept the pe-
tition last week, reports UNB.

The bench comprising
Justice Kazi Shafiuddin Ahmed
and Justice ATM Monwaruddin

Ser Page 12 Col 2
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30 feared dead
in Sirajganj
bus mishap

SIRAJGANJ, Aug-14: Thirty
people were feared dead and
35 others injured when a bus
fell into a roadside ditch near
Srikhola in Ullapara thana on
Bogra-Nagarbari highway tuday
[Sunday]).

Deputy Commissioner nf
Sirajganj told UNB over tele-
phone tonight {Sunday night)
tlial police recovered 10 bod-
ies and sent 17 of the injured
to Purnimagati Health Complex
and Sirajganj General Hospital
in critical condition.

Of the dead. one was iden-
tilies as Luky, an MA final year
student of Dhaka University.
She halled from Hajiganj.
Comilla.

Police said the Dhaka
hound bus from Dinajpur
plunged into the ditch filled
with water as an iron laden
truck hit it from behind at
about 10 pm.

Police were posted on the

spot.
fled the scene.
- Royalty on
minerals

reduced -
Star Report

The rates ol royalty for ex-
tracted minerals has been re-
duced and refixed in accor-
dance with rates in other
countries,

The decision to refix the
rate was taken by an inter-
ministerial committee at a
meeting held recently.

So long, the Bureau of
Mineral Development (BMD],

an agency under the Ministry

of Energy and Mineral
Resources, used to realise such
royalties at a rate of 20 per
cent of the minerals' value at
pit's mouth. Now. the new rate
will be between 5 and 10 per
cent. The minerals, being ex-
tracted from open pit mines or
quarries in the country include
limestone, china clay ordinary
stone=, peat coal and silica
sand.

The government has re-
cently taken up projects to
extract coal and hardrock
through shaft mining at

See Page 12 Col 6

DUTA " threatens
agitation if
demands not met

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
said yesterday it would go for a
greater agitation unless the
authorities accept’its de-
mands including a judicial
probe into the August 4 vio-
lence on the DU campus.

The other demands include
removal of Dr. Ershadul Bari
from the posts of Dean of the
Faculty of Law, Provost of Zia
Hall and member of the
Senate and the Syndicate of
the DU, senate member of the

See Page 12 Col 3

Police yet to
arrest Azam's
alleged killer

By Staff Correspondent

Police were yet to trace the
alleged killer of Fariduddin’
Ahmed Azam, younger brother
of filmstar Alamgir. who was
shot dead in the city in the
early hours of Saturday.

Fnlkrmrmnldanped&lj

team, on a tip off, had gone out
of the capital in search ol
Mamun. a friend of the de-

See Page 12 Col 5

Driver and helper of the bus

Death anniversary of
Bangabandhu today

By Staff Correspondent

The 19th anniversary of the
aeath of Bangabandhu Sheiich
Mujibur Ralmman wil] be ob-
served throughout the country
loday.

The Awami League and its

“[ront organisations have urged

Lthe people to observe Augusl

Editmiﬂnnm____

L AS
day.’

. On this day in 1975. Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, leader of the
country’'s independence
movement and the first head
of governmeni ol independent
Uangladesh, was killed in a
bloody military putsch.

Mujib's family members In-
cluding his wife Begum
Fazilatunnessa, three sons—
Shieikh Kamal, Sheikh Jamal

a 'national mourmng

and Sheikh Russel — Kamal's
wife Sultana Ahmed Khuku,
Jamal's wife Parveen Jamal
Rosy and Mujib's brother
Sheikh Nasser were also killed
in"LhE pre-dawn coup.

Nine other persons includ-
ing Sheikh Mujib's brother-in-
law, the then minister for
power, irrigaiion and water je-
sources Abdur Rab Serniabat
and Mujib’'s nephew Awami
Jubo League president Sheikh
Fazlul Haq Moni and his wife
Arzoo, were also murdered in
the same incident.

Khandaker - Mushtaqué
Anmed, Mujib’'s cabinet coul-
league, took over state power
ns President and on
September 26, 1975 promul-

See Page 12 Col 1

By Staff Correspondent .
The Awami League has
called a countrywide six-hour
hartal from 6° am today to
press home its demand for re-
peal of the Indemnity
Ordinance. The ordinance pre-
vented trial of the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

The AL observes hartal on
August 15 since 1992.

In support of the hailf-day
hartal, different units of the AL
and its front organisations
brought out processions at dif-
[erent places in the capital
yesterday.

The Joi Bangla Sangskritik
Jote and the Bangabandhu
Shilpee Gosthi in separate
statements supported today's
hali-day hartal and 'national
mourning day’ programmes of
the AL.

The Sangskritik Jote will
hold a rally at the
Bhaban at 12.30 pm today.

Meanwhile, 529 cultural
activists, in a joint statement
last night. called upon the
people to observe August 15 as
a ‘national mourning day in a
befitting manner. Signatories
to the statement included Prof
Panna Kaiser, Dr Rajib
Humayun, Salahuddin Badal.
Altaf Mahmud, Aslam Sani.
Sheikh Abdul Hakim and Andul
Awal Mia.

Scrap Indemnity
Ord: Hasina

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday criti-
cised the government for de-
laying scrapping of the
indemnity Ordinance to clear
the way for the trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, reports UNB

I is a national demand that
the Indemnity Ordinance be
scrapped. But the role of the
ruling party in this matter is
unfortunate”. she said in a
statement on the eve of the
19th anniversary of the death
of Bangabandhu.

Hasina, the eldest of Mujib's
two daughters, said the killers
who openly boasted of the
killing were not put on trial.
On the contrary. they were
rewarded by being inducted
into the foreign service.

See Page 12 Col B
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Awami hmv chief Shmkh Hasina fnrmall] mlulurnunu
the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Memorial
Museum at the Bangabandhu Bhaban at Dhanmondi in the

city vesterday.

— Star photo

Bangabandhu's
residence now

4 museuim

By Staff Correspondent

The residence of Bangaban-
dhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at
Dhanmondi in the city has
been converted into a museum.
Daughter of Mujib and Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina
inaugurated the museum
yesterday evening.

Presided over by historian
Salahuddin Ahmed, Convener
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman Memorial Mus-
eum, the inaugural function
was also addressed by poet
Sufia Kamal. Bangabandhu's
second daughter Sheikh
Rehana, Advocate Gaziul Huq,
Abul Hasan Chowdhury MP,
architect Rabiul Hussain and
Muntasir Mamun, a teacher of
History Department of the
Dhaka University

A large number of guests
including diplomats from the
US Embassy. British High
Commission, Indian High
Commission, Japanese
Embassy and Australian High
Commission were present.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sheikh Hasina said. "We
stepped into this house on
Ocviober 1. 1964.7

My father was repeatedly
arrested irom this house. He
Sere age 12 Col |
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The Asian-American Free
Labour Institute (AAFLI) has
praised the codification ol
labour laws by Bangladesh au-
thorities but found serious
Naws in it that contravene the
ILO conventions on trade
unions. reports LUNB.

The final drafl of a labour
code has been submitted by
the National Labour Law
Commission [NLLC) to the
Prime Minister for endorse-
ment by the government.

"The draft law does not, un-
fortunately. meet international
standards in all respects.
There is a serious problem
witLly. respect to the provisions
relating to the formation of
trade union and overall pro-
tection of the right te associ
ale.” observed the AAFLI an
international watchdog on
workers rights. after analysing
Lthe code.

WLI sees flaws In
draft labour law

It viewed the draft would
not satisfy the ILO conventions
B7 and 89 and would leave
Bangladesh susceptible to in-
ternational sanctions such as a
petition under  Generalised
System of Preference Act
(GSPA) under which
Bangladesh enjoys preferential
ireatment in its trade with
America.

The AAFLI, an affiliate of the
international Confederation of
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU).
one of the three constituents
of the international L.Ih-r.lur
Organisation (ILO), iden
number of problems of |
trial relations in Bunghdnh
There is a large number of na-
tional trade union federations.
23 at present. There might be
5 lo 8 Mferent unions in a
single enterprise, it pointed
oull.
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Eastern Housing Limited
125/A Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000

Time Extension for
Share Subscription

Due to some unavoidable circumstances,
the closing date of subscription
tor company's share has been extended

upto 16th August, 1994.



