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=" Pakistan Marches ahead

with Determination

F there is a resolve and

determination and that

too ol a young nation,
nothing can deter it from
marching ahead towards its
cherished goal of achieving
qualitative development in the
life of its people. This is true of
Pakistan, a South Asian
country. which has come a
long way since ({its in-
dependence in 1947 and is
now poised for entry inte the
Z21st century as an aspirant for
the status of another Asian
Tiger.

Economic development
which remained steady all
threughout its existence after
independence, despite politi-
cal vicissitudes, remains the
mainstay of the country's
progress. [t is the inner
strength of the country's econ-
omy which has been propped
up by the abundance of physi-
cal and human resources that
has brought Pakistan into the
threshold of middle-income
group of countries. Like its
high diplomatic profile which
has given #t an enviable posi-
tion in the comity of nations
with active role in various
United Nations organisations
and peace-keeping operations,
Pakistan's economic resilience
is recognised all over the
world, as the country is ac-
tively represented in the in-
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ternational agencies dealing
with econpmics. finance and
trade. Pakistan is now a
sought-after market for inter
national investors. Planners in
the country are. therefore.
projecting a steady growth in
the inflow of both direct and
portfelio investment in the
COMInNg years.

But all this has not been
achieved overnight. The initial
years of Pakistan, after inde
pendence, were not without
the birth pains which were of
special nature for this nation.
The country had to start from
zero, as it was created anew
after being carved out of
British India on the basis of
two-nation theory according to
which Pakistan, being a coun-
try of Muslims, was to consist
of the Muslim-majority areas.
It had to create a new capital
city; it had to develop its own
administrative set-up and it
had to raise its own army — all
from scratch. And in the initial
years, there was the gigantic
problem of setting over a mil-
lion Muslim refugees who
came from the other side of
India which also got indepen-
dence as a Hindu-majority
area.

While remaining preocecu-
pied in grappling these issues
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the export sector of
Pakistan. a major over
hauling is underway with
4 view to ensuring higher
qualily ol export goods, greater
incentives for exporters and
developing an ‘export culture’
in the country. particularly in
the rural areas where about 70

per cent of the country's
populace lives. The govern-
mernt i8 also encouraging
export . based imports by

revising duties for import of
raw materials and machinery
required for exportable goods.

The sector. obviously buoy-
ant with a seven billicn US dbl-
lar foreign exchange earnings

in 1993-94. has however been
rimning mainly on its own
sleam. exporters negotiating
with concerned g-:wf‘rnmfni

agencies for facilities and re-
bates in their personal capac-
ity. The sector wore a some-
what disorganised look with
individualism marking the
scene more than a collective
effart. The present govern-
ment has tried to provide
comprehensive and sympa-
thetic leadership to the sector.

The first step in this direc-
tion was the appointiment of a
full-time Chairman for Export
Promotion Bureau, the federal
organisation overseeing the
sector. from the private sec-
tor; previous heads of EPB
were usually bureaucrats who
mullecd and re-

OVer issues
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quests till the exercise became

academic. The new Chairman.*

Mian Habibullah, himself a
leading exporter of textile
goods, has brought in a profes-
sional approach and is trying
to respond to the exporters'
need item by item as well as
generally work for the growth
of the sector. |

EPB has consequeptly
looked around for widening
the base of exporters and
listed over 200 'mon traditional
items’ which had an un-ex-
plored potential. Studies were
conducted on about fifty ttems
to identify their problems and
prospects and suggest ways
and means of undertaking
their export if the area was un-
trodden and boosting business
if the goods were already on
the export inventory but the
quantum was low. These stud-
ies have led to plans for in-
creasing export of such items
as [urniture, fruit, leather and

leather products, wool and
wool products, fish and fish
preparations, marble -and

stone, minerals, fertilizers.
cutlery, sports goods, engi-
neering and electrical ‘goods,
handicrafts, plastic manufac-
tures, jewellery, etc. In most
cases, EPB has recommended
reduction in duties, subsidies
in freight charges, loan facili-
ties and above all. efficient

rospects for Exports

payment of rebates as incen-
tive for exporters.

Some areas are already or-
ganised and productive such as
cotton products, carpets, rice,
leather goods. For these prod-
ucts, ERB is providing assis-

tance to exporters in finding
new markets, arranging partic-
ipation in international fatrs,
advising the government on
inflow of raw materials, im-
porting them if needed and
generally acting to augment
exports. But its more impor-
tant role seems to be in devel-
oping non traditional exports,

Contimed on puipe 9.
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in the initial years. the rulers
in this new country were
however. not unmindful of the
need for economic develop
ment. As it is mainly an agri
cultural country, the develop
ment efforts were initially
concentrated in this sector. [
was also a coincidence that in
these years. Pakistan found
keys to its green revolution
that revolutionised agriculture
with the availability of high

yielding seeds of wheat and
rice coming out of the Interna
tional research centres. It
continued throughout 1960s.

It is through this green rev-
olution that Pakistan has tm
proved its total cropped area
from some 14 million hectares
in 1947 to around 22 million
hectares with foodgrains pro-
duction rising from a mere 6
million tonnes to 20 million
tonnes, wheat and rice being
the major crops. Pakistan is
also producer of two major
cash crops - sugarcane which
is now feeding many sugar

mills making Pakistan not only

self-sufficient, but also occa-
sional exporter; cotton. the
other cash crop which, in-
creasing in production from a
mere 300 thousand tonnes to
some two million tonnes now,
has made Pakistan one of the
lew cotton-growing and ex-
porting countries of the world.

The achievement was made
with the increase in the supplv
of improved seeds from just 22
thousand tonnes to 156 thou
sand tonnes, fertilizer offtake
from some 20 thousand nutri
ent tormes to over two million
nutrient tonnes and irrigation
water from 63 million acre
leet to 128 millien acre feet
Pakistan's fertilizer consump-
tion per hectare also unproved

"self-sufficient
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from just 15 kilograms to over
90 kilograms, higher than
India, USA and USSR in the
particular year of 1991-92.

Pakistan's mineral wealth
has also been considerably ex-
ploited with erude oil and nat-
ural gas being the major prod-
ucts. Crude oil production
which was just 3 million bar-
rels in 1960s, rose to over 22
million barrels now, while nat-
ural gas preduction rose from
|24 million cubic feet to over
580 million cubic feet during
the period

In the manufacturing sec-
tor. Pakistan has made out-
standing success. Al the time
ol independence, there were
just two or three manulactur-
ing units of just nominal size.
In view of the availability of raw
cotton, textile Industry has
made significant growth in
Pakistan. In 1950s. use of cot-
ton for yearn production was
less than 150 thousand kilo-
grams which rose to over 1.5
billion kgs now with yarn pro-
duction rising from 115 thou-
sand kgs to 1.2 billion kgs and
cloth production remaining at
a level of over 300 thousand
square meters.

With a steel mill whose
projuction is increasing
steadily to make the country
in no time,
Pakistan has also entered into
medium and heavy industries
production. A number of auto-
mobile factories are now
working in the country, pro-
ducing certain renowned cars
and vehicles, some of which
are meant for export. Pakistan
is manufacturing djesel-pow-
ered railway engines with an
eve on export markets. Tt is
alsp making various machinery.
in its two public sector and
one private sector factories.

The present government of
Pakistan i{s now concentrating
on the development of infras-
tructure which is necessary for
Pakistan's entry into the sec
ond stage of development
Eleciricily generation is a part
of the programme. With a pre-
sent capacity of around 11,000
MW, the generation is planned
to be increased to around
20.000 MW by the year 2000
AD

In the services sector,
shipping is already making
significant contribution.

These are some areas of
physical development in which

| Pakistan has made outstanding

progress. But this is not all for
gauging the will and determi-
nation of this nation of 120
million enterprising people
whose own human develop-
ment potential is very high.
The present government is
taking particular care of utiliz-
ing this potential. Public ex-
penditure on education and
health facilities is being multi-
plied under a special pro-
gramme known as Social
Action Plan (SAP) which is be-
ing implemented with the as-
sistance of international agen-
cies to improve various social
indicators.

The author is the Economic

Editor of mass-circulation
English Daily the NEWS of
Perkcistorn.

August 14, 1994

e =
(,._ SRS D S —

¢

%

PR . D - ——eee ———a

Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan -

MESSAGE

On this day 47 years ago the Muslims of the sub-continent
achieved, under the leadership of the Quaid-I-Azam their goal
of a separate, sovereign homeland through a democratic
struggle. It is o unique day in our history. [ wish to extend my
heartfelt felicitations to all my countrymen.

Fourteenth of August is no ordinary day for us. It was on
this day that freedom triumphed over colonialism and rule of
law and democracy over dictatorship. The day marks the tri-
umph of democracy. A peaceful democratic struggle led by
the Quaid culminated in the eéstablishment of an independent
sovereign state wherein the Muslims of the subcontinent
could shape their lives in accordance with their values, beliefs
aned tenets.

Today is a day to pay homage to the heroes of our inde-
pendence “struggle. To remember those who laid down their
lires and suffered for the cause of freedom. They died so that
we may live honourably. They suffered so that we may live in
peace and prosperity. It is a day of renewing our pledge to
uphold the principles for which Pakistan was created. These
were” the principles of Islam, democracy, social justice, equal-
ity and fratermity which guided and inspired our indepen-
dence struggle.

We renew our pledge to stand and fight for the principles
Jor which Pakistan was created. We shall not succumb to in-
ternal strife whether sectarian, provincial, or ethnic. Let us
plecdge that we will uphold the values of religious tolerance,
ethnic harmony and national unity — values so essential for
our survival and progress.

Let us wage Jehad against all social evils especially the
evils of intolerance, violence and disunity. Let us join hands to
build a great country. Let us unite to solve our economic
problems. Let us establish political institutions based on prin-
ciples and the supremgcy of the constitution and law. I appgal
to my countrymen and political leaders te forge unity in their
ranies, shun all differences and march towards the goal of na-
tioral prosperity. Let us ugife to make Pakistan a truly [slamic
welfare state.

May Allah bless us in our efforts and enable us to prove
waorthy inheritors of the heritage of Pakistan bequeathed to us
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