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Misuse of govt facilities on rise

In the “To the Editor” col
umn ol this paper, a writer o
cently alleged that once again,
misuse ol transports ol gov
ernment and public sector
corporations was oin the rise
He elaborated that most ol the
time before. alter and be
tween pick up and drop-off
ffom residence (o ollices,
transports of government and
corporalions are misused by
the family members of the en-
titled otticers.

One can see quite a god
number of such wvehicles in
front of educational institu:
ttons amd some mportant
markets ol the city. This irreg
ulariiy is alleged tu be covered
vip by recordmg fictitious en-
ires i the log books ol those
transports. This is said to be
pratciised due to absence of any
proper hecking.

Dunng the previous regiine;
ir some period ol nme, some
sort of control over such mis-
use was in evidence; govern-
ment vehicles had red number
plates and the public sector
corporations' transports had
blue number plates. The traffic
police was also alert to check
any misuse of these vehicles on
the basis of number plates. But
at the end of that regime, this
system of separate colours of
number plates for ollicial
transports was abolished. One
reason advanced for such a
step was said to be that during
widespreadd agitation against
that regime official transports,
easily identified by the colour
of their number plates. came
under frequent attacks by agi-
tators.

Nowadays there is a com-
mon black number plate for all
transports — both pubic and
private. It is now difficujt to
distinguish between a govern-
ment and a private vehicle.
Observers think that this Jack
of distinguishing mark oh offi-
cial transports is one of the
main causative factors for their
misuse, They are ol the opin-
jon that the authorities con-
cerned should think of re-in-
troducing separate colours for
the number plates of official
transports. This may ensure
some extent of control and
check on the misuse of gov-
ernment vehicles. This may
also bring about a substantial
reduction in the system loss in
the transport sector. '

We are all aware that the

poverniment subsidises heavily

Democracy will take roots
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plan "to continue fo support

the process of democratisation
through diplomatic eflorts and
assistance to strengthen insti-
tutions including Parliament,
the courts and the press.’
Raphel said.

Another area of importance
to the United States in South
Asian countries is economic
growth and development re-
sulting in large part from lb-
eralisation of trade and in-
vestment policies, she said.

“Closely connected to this
is our strong interest in gen-
erating new opportunities for
American business.,” she
added.

The Assistant Secretary of
State said that Bangladesh has
made significant progress in
providing electricity and a fer-
tiliser distribution system to
rural areas.

A country once called a
‘basket case’ is now seli-suffi-
cient in rice production. am-
bassador Raphel said.

On the economic front, she
added, the United States con-
tinues to encourage and sup-
port the on-going process of
reform and development.

Since Bangladesh's inde-
pendence in 1971, Raphel
said, US assistance has helped
Bangladesh reduce its popula-
tion growth rate from three
per cent to 2.3 pr cent.

Infant death rates.” she

added. have gone down from/”

200 per thousand to less than
100 per thousand.

The United Siates, she said,
has two primary objec
Bangladesh: Promoting democ-
racy and respect for human
rights and encouraging contin-
ued economic growth and de-
velopment.

As a result of reforms al-
ready made, she said, inflation
is down and foreign currency
reserves have ihcreased -

Bangladesh. she said, achie-
ved notable success in curbing
population growth rates and

“half the country's population
today is under the age of 15.

She said that dramatic eco-
Mbmic growth will be needed
to generate sufficient jobs.

The US, she said, felt happy
that increasing number of
Bangladeshis are accepting
greater role for the private
seetor in the economy as the

. is almost the same,
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By A S M Nurunnabi

the us¢ ol goverminent trans-
ports by the eligible offjcers. I
is not known if any govern-
ment in the world at present
so heavily subsidises the use of
governmenl vehicles by its of-
ficials as in this country where
it has already been seen that
the dividing line between pri-
vate and official use is very
thin. The pieture in the corpo-
rations and autonomous bodies
il not
WOrse.

In the opinion of observers.
the big expenditure on the
iransport head can be substan-
tially slashed if the govern-
ment grant® adequate interest
Iree motor car advance Lo its
‘officials to be recoverable in
easy instalments. Those ofli
cials who would take advantage
of this facility mayv be allowed
appropriate

policy may bring about substan:
tial ecchomy in expenditure.
However, what is mere ur-
gently needed is to develop
and improve the public trans-
port systemfl which is at pre-
sent in a mess. If we can man-
age to organise an efficient

public transport system. there .

may be no need to provide any
special group or class with
transport facilities. Observers
also suggest that government
‘may have second thoughts on a
facility which is tantamount to
bureaucratic luxury for a

-country like Bangladesh. If
China as well as some neigh-
bouring countries can make do
with bicycles practically for all
— from the highest to the low-
est, why should be spend so

motor car al-’
. lowance. 1t is believed that this

lavishly by subsidy on a system -

of personal comfort for officials
which is a contradiction to our
wreichedness in most re-
spects. '

The use of telephones is

another area where both gov-.

ernment and private bodies
suffer a great deal. It is gener-
ally observed that some per-
sons have predilection for us-
ing other's” phones free of
charge. They may be guests,
friends or just visitors.
Whenever the owner of the
phone turns his back, these
unists lose no time in
making unauthorised calls. If
such calls are on the STD, the
owners feel the pinch when
they receive fat bills later.
Certain ‘categorfes of offi-

cials of government and corpo-
rations are entitled to residen-

surest way to increase the rate
of economic growth and de-
velopment.

The Assistant Secretary of
State said that India has a spe-
cial obligation to ensure its
smaller neighbours feel that
they are treated fairly.

Water allocation, power
generation and refugee flows
are among the significant is-

- sues between. the smaller

neighbours of South Asia and

Mostafiz
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power to Brunel. augmenting
Bangladesh-Brunei trade coop-
eration and exploring the
prospect of Brunei's invest-

ment in Bangladesh.

After his official visit fo
Brunei, Mostafiz will lead the

© Bangladesh delegation to the

second meeting of Bangladesh-
Malaysia Joint Commission in
Kuala Lumpur from August 17
to 19. ;

During the visit, the foreign
minister is expected to call on -
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr
Mahathir Mohamad and have

- an audience with the King,

Tuanku Ja'afar Ibn Almarhum

Tuanku Abdul Rahman, the
Foreign Ministry added. 5

- Ministries
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is scheduled to examine those
made at the second and fourth

. Sessions.

The sub-committee headed

Talukder,

started its work yesterday and

the other will do se on August’
20.

The ministries—whose

" pledges are scheduled to comeé

under scrutiny—include Co-
mmunications Ministry; Irri-
gatiorr, Water Development and
Flood Controk: Local Govern-

men{, and Rural Development;

Education; Post and Tele-
commmunications; Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Aflairs;
Youth and Sports and Civil
“Aviation ministries.

The House body members
from the Awami League and
the Jatiya Party have been
keeping away from commitiee
activities as part of their strug-
gle fpr unseating the Khaleda
Zia government.

EdithaHuzAm

m&ruunmhyn.ammmmrm,
behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, from City
Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News &
MMMMII,MMI.MM
‘Dhaka-1205, PABX: 500092-4, Commercial: 500091 (Direct), Pax No:
88.02-863035, GPO Box No- 3257, Cable; DAILYSTAR, Hﬂm

tial phones. The bills for such
phones are paid by the respec-
tive authorittes within pre-
scribed limits. But 1 is ¢om-
mon knowl
of the residential phones of
the entitled officials, the pre-
scribed cellings are never lol-
lowed and there is no check

ing if the concerned officials
are at lault in this respect No
siep is also taken to recover
the excess amount if the bill
exceeds the prescribed limit

As a result, the use of such
phones is generally a Iree-lor-
all and it puts a heavy burden
on public exchequer.

A greal deal of governmeni
expenditure can be saved it
regular control and supervision
of the expenditye on account
ol residential telephone bills
are exercised by the authori
ties in order 1o ensure compli
ance with the prescribed ceil-
ings of such expenditure.

w W o

It has been observed that
some cycle rickshaws of the
city sometime carry three in-
stead of two persons which is
the normal load. The rickshaw
pullers invariably agree to
carry the extra burden on the
incentive of extra payment. But
neither those passengers nor
the pullers, nor even the traf-
fic police seem to realise the
hazard such practice involves
to the safety of the passengers
and the pullers themselves.

The city is already suffering
from the nightmare of the vast
numbers of these delicate con
traptions as they inch their
way through crowded roads in
many busy areas. Such over-
loaded rickshaws naturally get
slowed down in their move-
ment, adding to the traffic
congestion, 2

The carrying of an extra
passenger is definitely against
the rules. But strangely
enough, the traffic police is
indifferent to it even when
such overloaded rickshaws
pass before their eyes.
Instances of such practices,
although not very common ex-
cept in some specilic areas,
involve a risk factor because
the overload interferes with
effective control of movement
of the wvehicle and as such,
[rom the salely point ol view, it
is felt that such practices

should be strictly dl&[‘uurd}fd'

by the trallic authority,

India. she added.

The three states, Eang!d-
desh. Nepal and Sri Lanka, she
said, recognise the importance
of regional cooperation and are
strong supporters of the South
Aslan Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

The United States also

© would like to see SAARC grow

in stature and efiectiveness,
she said. -

Splits in Nepal's governing
Congress Party brought a col-
lapse of the government last
month. ‘But the Nepalis appre-
ciate fully the significance of
this test to their democratic
institutions,” she reported.
The US Embassy in” Kath-
mandu is urging all parties to
forego violence, and they are.
showing restraint and ‘seem
committed to participating in
the election process. and
operating within the frame-
work of the constitution ...

‘Prospects are good for [ree
and fair elections Nov, 13 and
senior Nepalese officials "have
indicated they: would welcome
international observers,” Ra-
phel said. .

Raphel said Sri Lanka's gov-
ernment is reluctant to risk
peace initiatives in the island’s
profionged ethnic conflict until
alter parllamentary elections
next week and year end presi-
dential voling.

After a new government.is
installed, US efforts will be re-
sumed toward a political set-
tlement between the Sinha-.
lese-dominated government
and Tamil separatists, she said.

Confidence-building mea-
sures and 'much preparatory
work’ are needed before mea-
ningful negotiations can occur,
she added limiting opportuni-
ties for US or other outside
mediation. '

* But the human rights situa-
tion has improved in Sri
Lanka. Raphel said, with dis-
appearances ol people drop-
ping from thousands annually
before 1991 to 200 in 1992
and about 70 the first nine
months of 1993,

'‘By all accounts the demo-
cratic process is thriving' in
Sri Lanka, where a 47-year-old
functioning democracy has
been severely tested by ongo-
ing civil war and the assassina-
tion during 10 days last year of
both the president and a main
opposition leader,

The government has re-
quested foreign observers for

, parliamentary elections -this

R

month and is likely to do so
again for the year end presi-
dential elections, she said
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SC rejects Sanjay | agd i

Dutt's bail plea

NEW DELHI. Aug 12: Tep
movie star Safjay Dutt. char-
ged in India's biggest eriminal
alter the
Supreme Couyrt rejected his
bail plea today, reports Reu-
Ler.

But it referred the bail ap-
plication and the constitutional
issues raised hy Dutt's Iawﬂ'

to a five-judge bench of

to be decided by the constitu-
tien bench would. be an-

nounced on August 18, the

court said after day-long ar-

s from Dutt's ;
Ram Jethmalani, one of Indi-
an's top lawyers.

The actor. rearresied on
July 4. is charged with pos
sessing an assault rifle and a
9mm pistol allegedly given to
him by men charged with a
Bombay bombing campaign in
March 1993 that killed more
than 260 people.

He was first arrested and
charged in April 1993 and
later given bail, which was
cancelled by the special courl

={ up o try 194 people in
cominection with bombings.

The Supreme Court said it
was not convinced by Jeth-
malani's argument that Dutt
acquired the weapons for sel
defence alter bloody rioting
swept through Bombay
January 1993
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US-DPRK joint statement

- awaits approval

GENEVA, Aug 12: US and
North Korean  experis have
concluded a joint statement on
Pyongyang's - nuclear pro-
gramme and are awaiting ap-
proval of it by their respective
capitals, a Nofth Korean
diplomat said today. reporis
Reuter.

The diplomat said the text
dealt with establishing normal
relations between Pyongyang
and Washington in return for
North Korea freezing its nu-
clear programme. The sta.e-
ment also covered providing
North Korea with a safer light-
water reaclor

US delegates have been try-
ing to negotiate a deal under
which North Korea — accused
by Washingtion of diverting
nuclear weapons material from
its power programine
swliches trom graphite reac-
tors to light-water technology
that produces less bomb-mak-
g plutonium.

—

But the diplomat would not
say whether the agrecment
dealt with the fate of 8,000
spent nuclear fuel rods re-
inoved from a reactor at

GENEVA, Aug 12: North

Korea called in the American
delegation for fresh negotiations
on their nuclear standoff, in a
last-minute hitch to the two sides
singing a joint statement.
Washington has approved the
draft text but Pyongyang had
not given the green light, US of-
ficials told Reuters here this
evening.

Yongbyon in “May which

Washington want sent abroad
for reprocessing.
The rods, which nuclear

experis say could soon pose a
radiation and fire risk, have

" been at the top of the 1S del-

cgation's agenda jn a week of
talks in Geneva. ;

’ILhe expert-level meetings
concluded the issue of making

provision of a light-water reac-
tor. establishing normal rela-
tions between the DPRK and
L5 and other issues, in return
lor [reezing nuclear activitjes
of the DPRK." the diplomat

who did not wish to be na.med
told Reuters.
y «are now awaiting en-

dorsement from the capitals.”

US officials declined com-
ment on the joint statement
and. in separale remarks. US
delegation chief Robert
Gallucci appeared downbeal
aboul progress in the negotia-
LICH LS.

Gallucei told Reulers televi-
sion that expert working
groups over the past two days
had been trying ‘to capture in
writing those areas of agree-
mentl between us.’

Contradicting a statr:ment
by the North Korean diplomat
that the expert-level meetings
were now over, he said the

working groups could resume
Fricay.
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Two Palestinian mothers seeking the release of their sons, who were arrested following riots,

argue with an Israeli officer in the West Bank town of Hebron yesterday.

— AFP photo

—

Raphel”

Plane seized, 3 arrested

Attempt to smuggle huge

arms to Y’slavia -

KIEV, Aug 12: A group try-
ing to smuggle more than four
tons of ammunition to the
former Yugoslavia was arrested
by Ukrainian authorities who
also seized the plane and
cargo. officials said today, re-
ports AP.

Three men, two Ukrainians
and a Pole, were charged
Tuesday wilh attempting to
break the United Nations em-
bargo on the sale of weapons to
the former Yugoslavia. "

Officials refused to say
where the arms were headed,
but Ukrainians have expressed
support for their fellow Slavs
in Serbia.

The men face prosecution
for “attempting to illegally
transport through Ukraine's
borders over 200.000 car-
tridges ... io a zone of armed
conflict in Yugoslavia.”
National Security Ministry said.
. They bought four and a half
tens of Ukrainian-made am-
mumition legally in the former
Soviet republic and hired a
Ukrainian-owned Antonov-26
cargo-plane which they in-
tended to fly to Kenya, he said.
From thére, the ammunition

{ was to have been shipped to

Yugoslavia.
" AFP liom Sarajevo adds:

the -

Bosnian Serb forces have again

. stolen heavy weapons [rom a

UN collection peoint, US olfi-
cials said today.

, LN Protection Force
[UNPROFOR] spokesman

“Major Dacre Holloway said the

Serbs took 105 mm gun and
ammunition from a collection
point at Kribojlavei, northwest
of Sarajevo, and switched il
with a 76 tun gurn.

Troops from UNPROFOR's
Ukrainian contingent discov-
ered the trick and recovered
the larger gun aller several
hours of negotiations, he said.

But the Serbs then took
back the 76 mm weapon and
refused to give it up, even
though It contravened the UN-
declared 20-Kilametre heavy
weapon exclusion wone arpund
Sarajevo.

Last Friday NATO jets de-
stroyed a Serb anti-tank gurn
after the Serbs stole iive heavy
weapons from another LUIN
collection point. They sub-
squently returned the arims.

Reuter adds: United Nations
troops in Bosnia are likely to
withdraw if the arms embargo
on the Muslim-led Bosnian

. government is lifted. a UN

spokesman said today.

Police wants
to question
Malaysian
woman

By Staft Correspondent

The Dhaka Cantonmernt po-
lice is likely to submit a prayer
to the Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) today seek-
ing pmmissiﬂn to interrogate
Malaysian woman Ong Siew
Piw. charged with carrying
undtithorised foreign currency,

A leading Malaysian en-
trepreneur, Ong Slew Piw was
held with 20,000 US dollars
and 10,800 ringgit (Malaysian
currency) -~at the Zia
International Airport [(ZIA]
Tuesday night just before try-
ing to leave for Singapore. She
was detalned at the airport
pvernight and released on a
bond, furnished by a Malaysian
High Connaission official, the
fulowing day.

2 Sarbaharaﬁlen
held in Magura

MAGURA. Aug 12: Police ar-
restedd the alleged regional
commander ol the outlawed
Sarbahara Party Rubel. 30, and

his accomplice Hamidul, 22,
from a house ui Magura town
onn Thursday night. reports
UNB.
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The Midnight File

Talks for Israeli pullout

from Golan Heights

JERUSALEM. Aug 12 Jsrael and Syria are negotiating a
time frame for a full Israeh withdrawal from the disputed

CGrolan
Friday

lsrael

Heights.

posing a two-year lsraeli withdrawal [rom

television s Channel Two reported
According to the report . the United States is pro-

the Golan. a

compyoimise between the fqur-year withdrawal that Rabin has
offered and the one-year withdrawal that Assad wanis. Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres said Friday that he had not heard of

aily such proposal. reports AP,

Lankandeathtollrmtoﬂ

COLOMBO. Aug 12: At least 73 persons. including 21
securily personnel! were killed in Sri Lanka s northeastern
provinces in clashes between government forces and the
LTTE guerillas threatening the conduct of polis in the island's

troubsled parts
least 52 LTTL

reporks today said
militants were killed in a gunbattle In the

Military sources said at

northeastern region while 21 security personnel died in
classes with the militants during the last 48 hours. reports

Opposition
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Khan., and DUCSU AGS

Nazimuddin Alam and JCD

president Fazlul Haq Milan

spoke on the occasion.

Begum Zia said that the
people were already dertving
the fruits of development pro-
grammes initated by her gov-

ernment, “the BNP has
almost fulfilled all its election
pledges.”

Referring to the 19-point
programme of the .BNP gov-
ernment, she lamented that
much more could have been
attainted had the development

Hasina
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power is impossible.” the AL
chief said. "

Hasina said that if voted to
power her party would work
for economic emancipation of
the masses.

Reiterating her demand for
repealing the Indemnity Act
that barred the trial of Sheikh
Mujib’s killers, Hasina . said.
“No power on the earth can
stop the trial.”

The AL chief also called for
observing a half-day hartal
throughout the country on
August 15 to press for repeal
of the Indemnity Act and to

‘establish rule of law. in the

country.

Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif, AL General Secretary
Zillur Rahman, Dr
Mahmud. Abdul Kader Siddigi
and Abdul Latil Siddiqi also
spoke on the occasion.

Meanwhile, thousands of
people placed wreaths, offered
fateha and attended pmilad
mahfil at the mazar of Sheikh
Mujib. Special prayers were
also offered after Jum'a prayers
at all mosques here today for
the peace of the departed
souls of Mujib and his fartﬂly
inembers.

RU VC panel
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Prof Umar Alli (Chemistry) 47
voles.

The pro-BNP White Panel
candidates including incum-
bent Vice-Chaneellor Prof Ani-
sur Rahman, Pro-VC Prof M
Azharuddin arid Prol Altal Ho-
ssain (Zoology) polled 33, 36
and 23 votes respectively.

Awami League-backed Ye-

llow Panel candidates Prof S R

Khan (Sociology), Prof M
Kaisuddin (Bio-chemistry] and
FProf Abul Fazal Huq (Rolitical
Science) could manage only six
votes each.

Ninety-two out of 94 voters
cast their ballots in the elec-
tion held today. the first day of
the two-day 15th scnale ses-
sion of the university.

Another Green Panel cangli-
date, Dr M Nazrul Islam, was
elected Syndicate member
trom the non-senator Promi-
nent Citizen' category.

He polled 44 votes. Dr
Kaiser Rahman Chowdhury of

the White Panel got 39 votes

and Abul Hossain of the Yellow
Panel six votes. .

Dr Delwar Hossdin, dalso of
the Green Panel, was elecied
seniate representative to the
finance commitiee securing 4.
votes, Prof Sadekul Islam of
the White Panel bagged 32
votes and prof A H M Jehdul
Karim of the Yellow Panel re
ceived nine votes,

Tasneem: Alam, a former
leader of the Jamaat's student!-
wing Islami Chhatra Shibir, has
been elected Syndicate memn-
ber unopposed from among
the registered graduate repre-
sentatives.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Anisur
Rahman presided over the se-
nate session which began at
10:07 am through recitation
lor the holy Quran.

Eleven &enate members
boycotted the meeting ftor
three minutes protesting the
presence of Dr Ershadul Bari
and Prof Azharuddin.

The senate meeting corn-
doled the deaths of Jahanara
[mam, eminent litterateur
Mohammad Nasiruddin, jour-
nalist S M Alim and former
Vice Chancellor of the Agri-
culture University Prof Ashraf
Ali.

After the adoption of obitu-

.ary references, all present ex

cepting the pro-Jamaat sena-

tors stood up and observed a
minute's silence as a mark of
respect to the distinguished
personalities. Later, prayer was
also offered for the departed
souls.

Hayat . the

the Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal,
the labour wing of the BNP,

who are taking part in a two-

_ Earller the BNP
General and LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus

Centre at the party central
fice.

i The BNP -Ehﬂl'rﬂ'“l said it
is necessary that a
party should have an ideal or-

ganisation and programmes

Begum Zia underscored
more political training for her
party leaders and workers to
maintain consistency in their
statements and actions,
thereby making the party
stronger and more effective.

The BNP chairperson said
leaders and workers
should have a clear idea about
the ideals of the BNP based on
Bangladeshi nationalism.

Petrobangla
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the experts suggested an al-
ternative plan to carry on the
exploration,

Under this plan the costly
drilling string will be aban-
daoned and the drill- pipe will
he sealed a few hundmd _me-
ters above the high-] pn:ﬂuurt
ZOTIC.

"The depth is already eno-

“ugh to look for natural re-

sources.”
saicl. ,

By perforiting the existing
drill-pipe, experts would ex
amine four sub-soil zones at a
depth ranging from 3,170
metres to 3.307 metres.

When contacted, Managing
Director of Bapex Dr Moham-
mad' [smail said "We have al-
ready traced some non-com-
mercial diagenetic gas zones at
shallow depths. But what we
are looking for are tommercidl
Teserves under a depth of
3000 metres,

"We have to wait for the fi-
nal outcome of the operation
to determine the commercial
feasibility.” he said.

The drilling programme in-
volving an initial estimated ex-
penditure of Tk 30 crore was
takeinn up depending com-
pletely on local expertise and
it was progressing smoothly
until the sub-soil over-pressure
interrupted it

Student bodies
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Khan Proctor of the DU Dr
Mazrul tslam was also present
Al the meeting.

The leaders of the leuding
4013 and BCL IM-1) had a
meeting yesterday morning.
GO leaders were also present.

The student leaders rea-
ched a consensus and took
some decisions at that meeting
which were [inally welcomed
at the meeting with the VC.

The students decided to
solve their problems through
discussion among themselves,

Besides they also agreed not
to 'shelter the terrorists on
political grounds' to save the
educational institutions from
terrorismi.

The student leaders. how-
ever, decided not to obstruct
organisational activities of any
student body.

The VC congratulated the
student leaders for their ini-
Liative to restore normalcy on
the campus and urged them lo
cooperate with the authorities
in upholding the image of the
highest seat of learning.

‘Meanwhile. the JCD will
bring out a procession and
holg rally on the campus today
afier the week-long ban on po-
litical activities which expired
yesterday.

Besides. the BCL (M-1) will
resume organisational activi-
ties on the campus Lomorrow,
its leaders said.

ausharitative sources



