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NEWS BRIEFS

Bangabandhu Museum
By Staff Correspondent

The inauguration of the
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Memorial Museum
will take place today at 4 pm at
the Dhanmondi residence of
the late leader. Awami League
chief and daughter of Mujib,
Sheikh Hasina will inaugurate
the museum.

Rocket attack on

Kabul: 11 killed

ISLAMABAD, Aug 12: Al
least 11 people were killed
and 103 injured in a heavy

rocket attack on the Mghaﬁ
capital Kabul teday. state-run

AFP.
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AL urged to move from boycotts to dialogue

Democracy will take roots in

WASHINGTON, Aug 12: The
LS government is optimistic
that democratic institutions
will prevail in Bangladesh,
Nepal and Sri Lanka, even
though some are under severe
strain. a senior US Siate De-
partiment olficial said, report
AP, USIS

New or still-fragile democ-
racies are undergoing harsh
testis  not only in Eastern
Evtrope bul also in Souih Asia,
Assistant. Secretary of Siate
Robin Raphel told a congres-
sional panel Thursday.

Recent selbacks in Bang-
ladesh are regarded in Wa-
shington as ‘growing pains
expected® where democracy is
still fragile.” she testified be-
fore the House ol Represen

tatives Asia subcommitiee.

in 1991, Bangladesh. one of

Asia’s poorest countries; had
its
elections’

independence. Raphel said.

The new government led by
Minister Khaleda Zia

Prime
expanded press freedom and
organised fair local elections.

first truly free and fair
in two decades of

Full text on Page 4

S5he said that compared
wilth its predecessors, the cur-
rent Bangladesh gavernment

has improved human rights

practices,

Ambassador Raphﬂl said:
There is substantial freedom of
the press, the judiciary acts
‘independently of government
infhience al the appellate level

and above. and the governmeni
has held a number of free and
fair elections at the local and
national levels as well as par-
liamentary by-elections.

But she said, 'mnew guestions
about protection of free speech
and religion were raised’ by
the treatment of Taslima
Nasreen, the [eminist writer
who was charged with insult-
ing religious beliefs. She flew
o Sweden this week after be-
ing granted bail.

US officials repeatedly
urged the Khaleda Zia govern-
ment to safeguard Nasreen's
rights and protect her from
cxtremist death threats, "We
were relieved’ when she was
allowed to leave, said Secretary
Raphel. She also voiced con-

Bangladesh, hopes US

cern about Lhe Bangladesh
Special Powers Act being used
for long detention of poldical
opponents without charges.

Raphel said the United
States iIs urging the main op-
position party led by Sheikh
Hasina to move frofh boycotts
and threats of demonstrations
to a 'productive dialogue’ with
the government to resolve a
current crisis over charges of
rigging a parliamentary by-
election.

She said the United States
believed that adherence to the
laws and constitution of Bang-
ladesh is vital for the survival
and development of democracy
in IBBangladesh.

US officials in Bangladesh
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J5 body to review govt pledges

Ministries asked to

submit statistics

By Nurul Kabir

The parliamentary standing
committee on government
pledges has asked some min-
istries to send their represen-
tatives, with necessary statis-
tics, 1o its meetings this
month for review of the
progress of implementation of
the government commitments
made in Parliament during its
lirst five sessions.

Earlier, a committee meet-
ing found that the ministers
had made 443 pledges during
the first 14 sessions of the
present Parllament and of
them, only 58 had been met
completely and 183 partially.
On the other hand, the com-
mittee was in the dark about
the 202 other commitments.

The eight-tnember commit-
tee. headed by Chief Whip of
Jaliva Sangsad (JS) Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, has decided to

examine the issue and consti-
tuted two sub-cominittees to
scrutinise. the progress made
in this r ;

In the first phase, the sub-
committees will examine the
progress of implementation of
the pledges’ made in the first
session of Parliament.

During the first five ses-
sions, 205 commitments were
made. Of them. 44 were im-
plemented eompletely and
102 partially -while information

relating the rest 59 are yet tg 1

réach the parliamentary body.
One sub-committee, a
three-member one headed by
Keramat Ali Talukder. will ex-
amine the pledges made dur-
ing the first. third and fifth
sessions. The other sub-com-
mittee. also a three-member
body, headed by Abdul Wahab,

See Page 12 Col 2
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LETTHE SMILES BE EVEHLA::TINW of the Dhaka University Prof Emajutdin
arranged a )joint meeting with the Jativatabadi tra Dal and Bangladesh Chhatra League (M-I} in a bid to restore
normalcy on the campus, broken by a gunbattle hetm the two nval organisations on August four.

......

Ahmed (5th from left)
— Star_photo
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Student bodies agree to
restore peace at DU

By DU Correspondent

The leaders of all the major
student organisations yester-
day agreed to work unitedly for
restoring a congenial academic
atmosphere in all the educa-
tional institutions including
the Dhaka University.

The student leaders, at a
meeting with the Vice Chan-
cellor of Dhaka University Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed yesterday,
also reached a consensus for
'peaceful coexistence' of all
the student bodies on the
campus. °

The student leaders aﬂcr a
series of talks among them-
selves and with the university
authorities last week agreed in
principle t¢ make united ef-
foris to._restgre nermalcy on
the vio-
lence on August 4. A teacher

and an employee were injured

and three senior teachers
were manhandled in the inci-
dents on the day.

The student bodies decided
to give up the 'undemocratic
attitude of controlling’ the
residential halls as well as the
campus.

The meeting held at the
VC's residence was attended

[ resources, she said.

- Editorial on Page 4

by among others. pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
leaders Fazlul Huq Milon and
Nazimuddin Alam. Awami
League-backed Chhatra League
(M-I) leaders Moinuddin Hasan
Chowdhury and Pankaj De-
bnath and Ganatantrik Chhatra
Oikya (GCO)] leaders Belal
Cho , ZTlaul Huag Zia,
Ragib Ahsan Munna and Aslam

See Page 12 Col 8

Radio Kabul reported, reports l

Mostafiz leaves
for Brunei
tomorrow

Foreign Minister A § M
Mostafizur Rahman will pay a
three-day official visit to
Brunel Darussalam beginning
tomorrow on invitation lrom

Foreign Minister of Brunei
Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, a
Foreign Office release said yes-
terday, reports UNB.

During his stay in Brunei,
Mostaliz will call on Sultan
Hassan Bolkiah and hold bilat-
eral talks with his counterpart
Prince Mohamed.

The Foreign Minister's talks
with the Sultan and the
Foreign Minister of Brunei will
focus on matters relating to
international and regional is-
sues of mutual concern.

The talks will also dwell on
bilateral relations. including
the possibility of increasing
export of Bangladeshi man-

See Page 12 Col 2

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Baily Star Roundtable on “The
Future of Jute: Problems & Prospects”
will be held on Tuesday , August 16,1994.-

The main participants will include
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman, Jute
Minister ASM Hannan Shah, political
leaders, Members of Parliament, repre-
sentatives of trade bodies and associations,
labour leaders and well-known experts

in the jute sector.

With a view to involving our valued
readers in the deliberations of the Round-
table, we invite them to send in any
questions or suggestions that they would
like raised in the discussions. These may
beeither hand-delivered or faxed (863035)
to us latest by noon, August 16. Envelopes
should be clearly marked “Daily Star

Roundtable on Jute”.

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR OPINIONS TO
HELP ENRICH THE DELIBERATIONS

Accord w1th

Zanmar

5000 Rohingyas to go
‘home each week

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Aug 12:
Officials of Bangladesh and
Myanmar, at a meeting here
today, agreed to ferry 5,000
Rohingya refugees to their
homeland each week In a bid
to expedite their repatriation.

Earlier. some 3,000
Myanmar refugees were repa-
triated each week from their
camps in Cox's Bazar.

In addition, from now on.
the repatriation would - take
place five days a week, instead
of three days,

The decision to expedite
the repatriation was taken at
the 17th meeting between
Banglatdesh and Myanmar offi-
cials at a moiel here.

A seven-member Myanmar
delegation led by Director
General of Myanmar Immi-
graton and Manpower General
U Maung Aung took part in the
two-hour talks.

An 11-member Bangladesh
leamn was led by Chitlagong
Divisional Commissioner
Shafigul Islam.

The Myanmar delegation
handed over a list of 45,000
Rohingyas to the Bangladesh
authorities for their repatria-
tion .

With this, the total number
of the refugees cleared for
repatriation now stands at
1,50,315. S0 far 60,361 Ro-
hingyas, who had fled to
escape persecution by the
Myanmar regime, have left for
the Arakan state since
September 22, 1992,

Briefing newsmen later to-
day, the Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner said the meet-
ing alsp discussed rehabilita-
tion of the returnees.

The Myanmay side said at
the meeting that Rangoon was
giving back lands and property
to the repatriated Rohingyas.

Five refugee reception cen-
tres have been opened at
Tumbro, Nakura, Kaningchang
Bimbew and Magichang areas
on the Myanmar side of the
river Naaf. he said.

Islam, however, pointed out
that the Myanmar authorities
were yet to come up with the
clearance of another one lakh
561 refugees.

Gen U Maung Aung added
that his country would soon
senid the list.

The next round of talks will
take place in the Maundow
township of Myarunar.
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NC to accept
Koirdla as PM
it parliament

reinstated

KATHMANDU, Aug 12: The
ruling Nepali Congress (NC)
president said Thursday that
caretaker Premier Girija Pra-
sad Koirala may be reinstated
as head of government if the
Supreme Court restores the
disbanded parliament, reports
AFP.

NC President Krishna
Prasad -Bhattarai told a party
meeting that if the House of
Representatives was rein-
statecd, "We will accept this
eventuality and run the Nepali
Congress government for the
next two years.”

"Koirala may have to resign
after the reinstatement of par-
llameni, but the Nepali Con-

- gress will re-elect him as the

leader of its parliamentary
party as there is no compe-
tent -person inside the party
to succeed him and become
the new prime minister.”

Koirala begged off from
Thursday's meeting, citing
health reasons.

Two ex-parliamentiarians
[rom the NC and the Nepal
Communist Party filed the co-
urt  petition last month qu-
estioning the consttutionality
of Koiralas recommendation
for the King
House.

Officials of the Malaysia-based Dural Argam Muslim gect talking to journalists in Jakarta,

Indenegia yesterday shortly after they fllled to hold a dialogue at scheduled meeting with an
Indonesian Muslim organisation — Muhammadiyah. An Al-Arqgam official said they were

seeking to hold dialogue with several Muslim orgapisations in Indonesia in the
Jakarta is to decide the fate of the controversial Al-Argam sect soon

future
AFP photo

to dissolve the I Islam

'Petrobangla revises its

Shahbazpur plan

By Ashfaqul Haque and Sharier Khan

Petrobangla has revised its
original plan to drill an ex-
ploratory well at Shahbazpur in
Bhola due to technical difficul-
ties and has taken up an alter-
native plan to determine the
existence of natural resources
there, authoritative sources
said.

The drilling of the well be-
gan on December 7 last year
but it came to a halt on April
21, when a drilling string got
struck at a sub-soil depth of
3.630 metres.

As all efforts to continue
further drilling or to recover

Jamaat-backed
men sweep RU
VC panel polls

RAJSHAHI, Aug 12: The
Jamaat-e-Islami-backed candi-
dates won the election of the
Rajshahi University Vice-
Chancellor panel today delfeat-

ing the BNP and Awami Leagte
supported panels, reports
UNB.

Candidates of the Jamaat-
backed Green Panel Profl Yusuf
Ali (Chemistry) secured 52
votes, Prof A K M Azharul
(Physics) 51 votes and
Seec Page 12 Col 7

the expensive drilling string
have [ailed, Petrobangla earlier
this month decided to conduct
an alternative operation to de-
lermine the existence of gas or
oil in the area. Work on the
new scheme began Tuesday
last.

Experts are hopeful about
the discovery of a rewarding
energy reserve in the Shahbaz-
pur area, some 35 km north of
Bhola town." .

Petrobangla sources said
the drilling string the ex-
ploratory well got stuck due to
'subsurface over-pressure.’

"Experts were aware of the
over-pressure. But they esti-

“mated that this pressure would

exist at a depth of 4,200 me-
ters. So it took them by sur-
prise when t(he string got
stuck,” the sources said.

Aflterwards, experts of the
Bangladesh Petroleum Explo-
ration Company (Bapex). a
subsidiary of Petrobangla. tried
some conventional methods to
recover the string.

Aflter Bapex experts failed
to fight the sub-surface over-
pressure, Petrobangla sought
the help of a US drilling com-
pany. But the American com-
pany. too, failed after a costly
week-long effort. Eventually,

Sece Page 12 . Cot 8
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Opposition has
impeded uplift
efforts : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said the
present democratic govern-
ment could have done more
for the people If the
Opposition had played its due
role in the development pro-
cess, reports UNB.

. Bangladesh has achieved

almost self-sufficiency in food
and 38 per cent of the Annual
Development Programme is
being contributed by domestic

L

The FPrime Minister was
addressing leaders and work-
ers of the BNP and its front
organisations and representa-
tives [rom newly-elected stu-
dents’ unions of different col-
leges of Manikganj district,
who met her at the Hare Road
office in the evening.

Chiei Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, ‘Education
Minister Jamir Uddin Sircar,
menbers  of Parliament
Amanullah Amarr, Harun-ur-
Rashid Monno, Nizamuddin

See Page 12 Col 7
Hasina urges BNP
to hand over

power to
caretaker admin

From Our Correspondent

TUNGIPARA. Aug 12:
Sheikh Hasina has demanded
the BNP government hand
over power to a caretaker ad-
minisitration without further
delay for holding the next par-
liamentary elections in a free
and fair atmosphere.

“The sooner power is
transferred. the better for the
nation”, the Awami League
chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament said
while inaugurating a week-long
programme here in observance
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's 19th death
anniversary. Organised by the
‘Jatir Pitar Mrityubarshiki
Palen O Smriti Rakkhya
Commiittee.” the programme s
being held at the G T High
School ground.

Sheikh Hasina said the BNP
government has failed to fulfil
its pledges to the people and
this ‘inept’ government has
no right to stay in power any
more. !

“This government should
resign immediately to facilitate
holding of elections under a
nnn-lpa.ny caretaker one since
anyv fair election with BNP in

See Page 12 Col 7

DMC classes

. resume today

By DMC Correspondent

Classes at the Dhaka
Medical College (DMC) re-
sume today as students have

called off their indefinite
strike.
The All Party Students’

Unity (APSU) and the Central
Students’' Union of the college
called the strike from June 26
demanding removal of an
unauthorised slum from the
DMC area.

The demand was made fol-
lowing a clash between the
students and the slum
dwellers, many of whom are
Class Four employees of Lhe
DMCH.

The DMC authorities then
closed the college sine die and
later announced that it would
reopen on July 13.

The students decided to
continue their strike until
their demand was met.

The' minisiry concerned
initiated steps to remove the
slum following a Daily Star

report in this regard recently.
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